Hotdogs, Popcorn, Ice Cream
Games, Cakewalk, Dancing

Freewill Offering for Concert
Fund Raiser for lighting in Heritage Hall
Bring a lawn chair or blanket and cash for food.
More volunteers are needed. Please sign-up in the narthex

Art Sale: From Our Collection to Yours
& Congregation Beth Shalom Bagel Café’
Sunday August 13, 2017, Noon to 4:00 p.m.
Location: St Thomas Lutheran Church Education Space, East Entrance
Items that may be donated are:
-Framed Art (Originals, prints, reproductions, posters, photographs, etc)
-Ceramics/Pottery: (Hand made with artist’s identifying marks)
-Textiles: (Handwoven, pieced, or printed by hand, unique baskets)
-Sculpture: (any media)
-Hand blown or flat glass
-Art Books (Textbooks, coffee table books, photography, artist centered, etc.)
-One of a Kind Jewelry and Clothing
-Objects for Worship
-Woodwork
And More!
Pieces may be delivered Monday through Friday at St Thomas Lutheran Church’s Office, 3800 E Third St, 10
a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. Use the doorway in the middle of the Church complex. There will
also be people available on Saturday August 12 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Please use the East entrance of
the church where the sale will be held if delivering on Saturday.
For high-ticket auctioned items, a minimum bid may be used. Unsold pieces must be re-claimed by the donor
at 4:00 p.m. Sunday at the end of the sale. Left over work will be donated to charities selected by the
Recycled Art Committee.
If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please contact your representative from your congregation.
Suzanne Halvorson, St Thomas: weavesuz@comcast.net.

Return to Fall Schedule Sunday, August 20
with Worship at 8:30 and 11:00 am
Education Hour at 9:45 am

Good Soil
Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears
listen! Matt 13:8-9

This was part of the readings on July 16, and it keeps coming to my mind. I have been told that what Jesus
said was so exaggerated that it was shocking. Those yields were way beyond what farmers at that time could
expect. Jesus wanted to get their attention, and he probably did. Well, the soil of St Thomas has gotten my
attention this summer. I signed up for a garden plot. And I thought I would plant a few vegetables, and then
some flowers for the butterflies. But I live alone, so I planted only one tomato plant. Surely that wouldn’t
mean that many tomatoes. But I hadn’t realized where I was planting this plant. I had seen the garden plots
on the top of the hill, but it was early spring. I had no idea how good that soil was. My plant has taken over
half of the bed, and is spreading beyond the walls. I have just eaten tomato number three for dinner, and
there are dozens of small green tomatoes ready to develop. That is good soil.
What makes us the sort of good soil that Jesus talks about? Good soil is rich and easily worked, so I would
suggest willingness. Willingness starts with showing up, and being open enough to hear what others say. It is
willingness to see another point of view, or to try something we have never tried before. It is seeing our
relationship to others and the world around us. It is admitting that someone else could be right, or there
could be another way to do things. It is trusting the surprises of God and being open to wonder and curiosity.
God is urging us to bear good fruit, the fruit that develops from allowing the love of God to shape us, and that
develops from our seeing that others are loved by God as well.

Pastor Ellen
Gelli up a storm!
On Saturday, August 19, Ohio artist Lynne Rohlfing (daughter of Karen & David) will lead a Gelli plate
printmaking workshop for St. Thomas. Pamela Smith, Erin Wyatt, and Jan Sinn will be using some of the prints
made in this workshop to create a paper quilt collage of the congregation’s responses to the Sacred Places
question on the east wall of the narthex. Beginners of all ages are warmly welcomed, although no paintflinging will be tolerated. Come be part of the project!
TIME: Saturday 19 August, 1:30 to 4:30
PLACE: Eliot and Pamela Smith’s house, 3680 East Tamarron Drive
The space for this workshop is down a flight of stairs. If you can’t do stairs, we will set up a mini-workshop for
you on the main floor.
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Women-to-Women Refugee Kitchen
Syrian refugees will not be arriving in Bloomington anytime soon, but the St.
Thomas Mission Committee will be sending the $500 budgeted for that
purpose to purchase a gas stove for a refugee organization in Istanbul,
Turkey. The Women-to-Women Refugee Kitchen will be in operation soon,
once their new space is renovated and outfitted with applicances (including
our donated stove). Already they are selling their homemade jams at a
market. The jam jars carry this message: “War, exile, women’s solidarity
against borders, coexistence and hope’s jams are produced in this kitchen.”
Located in the Okmeydani district of Istanbul, the organization began as a
group of 15 Syrian women who wanted to work together to make a better
life for themselves and their children in their Turkish home. The Okmeydani
Social Assistance and Solidarity Association is being led in the creation of a
new space for their kitchen by Zeynep Hurbaş, who has been faithfully
serving the Syrian refugee community in Istanbul for two years. Zeynep
raises funds, delivers food, helps children get off the streets and into schools,
and connects families to needed medical support--all after she finishes her
full-time position as a communications manager for the Koc School, a private
K-12 school in Istanbul.

Sunday School
Kickoff
August 20, 2017
9:45 am – 10:45 am

Sunday School 2017-2018
All are invited to attend Sunday School Kickoff on Sunday, August 20, at 9:45 am in Heritage Hall! Learn about
our theme, Micah 6:8, and our mission project for the year, The Water Project (www.thewaterproject.org)!
Meet the teachers, enjoy refreshments, and partake of the activities!
Regular Sunday School, confirmation classes, and high school meetings begin on Sunday, August 27, at 9:45
am.
A HUGE thank you to our teachers this year:
Sunday School Coordinator: Stephanie Hulett
Godly Play: Debbie Nixon, Sharon Fawbush, Tish Llewellyn
Gr. 1-3: Misty White, Erin Wyatt
Gr. 4-6: Ronna Papesh, Mary Thomason-Smith
Confirmation: Amy Balcam, Pastor Ellen Mills, Pastor Lyle McKee
High School: Peter Iversen
Substitutes: Sacha Arterberry, Gretchen Moehlmann
Ways you can support this ministry: Pray for our students and teachers, faithfully bring your
children/grandchildren to class, serve as a substitute or a teacher, serve on the education committee, help
plan special projects. Contact Amy Balcam or Stephanie Hulett if you’d like to help!

Youth Group
The St. Thomas Youth Group is open to all 7th-12th grade students. We gather twice a month for fellowship,
service, and learning. Amy Balcam is the primary organizer, but many other adults and parents are also
involved and very valued!
Ways you can support this ministry: Pray for our youth – these years are important and intense for them!
Pray also for our adults that are involved, that we may lead our youth to experience God’s love more deeply.
You can also help by attending youth group meetings, preparing a meal, or helping with a service project.
Contact Amy Balcam if you are interested in being involved!
Fall 2017 Youth Group Meetings: (dates are somewhat flexible)
August 20: 5:30-7:30 pm: Kickoff at the Iversen’s! We’ll carpool from church.
Sept. 10: Youth are encouraged to participate in God’s Work, Our Hands service activities.
Sept. 17: 5:30-7:30 pm: Regular Youth Group at St. Thomas
Sept. 24: 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation Retreat at Lutheran Hills
Oct. 8: 5:30 – 7:30 pm: Regular Youth Group at St. Thomas
Oct. 22: 5:30 – 7:30 pm: Regular Youth Group at St. Thomas – brainstorm service projects
Nov. 5: 5:30 – 7:30 pm: Regular Youth Group at St. Thomas
Nov. 19: 4:30 – 6:30 pm: Advent Vespers & Dinner: The whole family is invited for a special worship service, a
pitch-in meal, and Advent-related activities!
Dec. 3: 5:30 – 7:30 pm: Regular Youth Group at St. Thomas
Dec. 17: 5:30 – 7:30 pm: Regular Youth Group at St. Thomas or Christmas Caroling

This year God's Work Our Hands Day of
Service is Sunday, September 10th!
One of the activities we will be doing is making "Welcome Kits” for The Villages. The
Villages is an organization that works with foster and adoptive families, as well as
providing other services to help support families in our area.
The purpose of the "Welcome Kit" is to help families with new foster children to get to know one another and to
facilitate a feeling of welcome. The kits will contain a board game, a "getting to know you" game, a blanket or tablecloth
on which to play the games, and a tote bag. We will decorate tote bags and assemble the kits at church! Stay tuned for
more information about what time we'll meet.
If you are planning to participate in God's Work Our Hands in a different way, or would be interested in leading a service
activity that day, please contact Amy Balcam at 928aab@gmail.com, or (812) 332-5252.

Adult Faith Formation
There are many ways for adults to engage in learning about their faith. Some opportunities are listed below:
Adult Forum – meets Sundays at 9:45 am in the conference room. A variety of topics are offered, such as
Biblical Storytelling, Martin Luther, a presentation by CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates for children),
and much more! Topics will be listed in upcoming newsletters or the Weekly Bulletin.
Sunday Bible Study – Previously met on Sundays at 9:45 am in Room 11. However, we need a leader for this
group currently.
Living the Questions is a book and discussion series that has gotten rave reviews from many of our members!
A Living the Questions group will be occurring once a month at 9:45 am Sunday, and will this year take place of
Culture of Conversation. Keep an eye on the Weekly Bulletin and newsletter for the start date!
Spiritual Growth Groups – There are a variety of small groups focused on a particular interest or demographic.
Current groups include:
• Fiber Arts Group – This group meets one Saturday a month to learn and work on various fiber artsrelated projects. This is an intergenerational group!
• Iona Prayer – This group engages in prayer from the Iona Community in Scotland.
• Lively Older Lutherans – This group will begin meeting during the Advent season on Wednesdays for a
soup-and-bread lunch and fellowship. The first meeting is at 12 noon on December 6th. Future
meetings will be discussed!
• Living History – This group works to record our congregational history and stories of members.
Ways you can support this ministry: Attend one or more of these lively groups, keep teachers, presenters, and
students in your prayers, lead an adult forum, or start a new spiritual growth group! Feel free to contact Amy
Balcam if you’d like to lead a forum or start a group.

Reading for Reformation
Last winter, St. Thomas held a book fair, and many of you purchased books about Martin Luther and the
Reformation. As part of that program, our congregational library received a free copy of each featured book.
Nearly all of those books are still on display at the entrance to the library—which means they aren’t being
read!
The Reformation 500 Committee would like to encourage those of you who bought books and haven’t read
them, as well as those who regularly read books from our library, to pick up one or more of these volumes to
learn more about Luther and the Reformation.
To get you started, here are two suggestions:
1. Martin Luther, Day by Day We Magnify You: Daily Readings for the Entire Year.
If your spiritual practice includes daily devotions, this book is a good addition to your library and a great way
to start reading Luther. The book begins on the first Sunday of Advent; each page contains a brief Scripture
reference, a paragraph directly from Luther (in a modern translation), and a closing prayer. Many of the texts
are drawn from Luther’s sermons, so even if you’ve read some of his popular works, you’ll find much that’s
new.
2. Gracia M. Grindal, editor, 40-Day Journey with Martin Luther
For those of you who enjoy journaling as a spiritual practice, consider this book for your devotions. Grindal, a
professor at Luther Seminary, offers a 40-day journey into Luther’s thought. Each day’s entry begins with an
excerpt from either the Small or Large Catechism, and continues with a passage from Scripture, a set of
thought-provoking questions, a psalm passage, suggestions for journaling, and a concluding prayer.

ELCA’s Global Mission Program
Nick and Naomi Sveholm, with their son, visited St. Thomas on July
22 - they were members here during Nick's graduate studies at IU.
Both of them will be teaching for a year in Slovakia as
representatives of ELCA's Global Mission program. They've asked
the people of St. Thomas to contribute towards their deployment
expenses; if you'd like to contribute, just mark SVEHOLM on the
memo line of your check to St. Thomas.

Celebrating the Anniversary of Pastor Lyle’s Ordination:
The 35th anniversary of Pastor Lyle’s ordination occurs in early August, when he will still be on sabbatical. His
first Sunday back, October 1, falls on the same day as our planned Oktoberfest. With that in mind, the Worship
Committee and Reformation 500 Committee are working together to make the day a celebration of both our
congregation and Pastor’s Lyle ministry.
Please consider writing a note or letter to Pastor Lyle as an expression of your thoughts. Only Pastor Lyle will
see what you have written. In early September, we will have a special box in the narthex for your sealed
notes, letters, and cards; you may also bring them on Sunday, October 1. More information about the special
day will be forthcoming in the September newsletter and in weekly bulletins.

As you know, Monroe County United Ministries holds its annual Each One Feed
One (EOFO) community food drive each August. This year’s event is scheduled
for the weekend of August 11-13. Traditionally, EOFO brings between 10,00015,000 pounds of food and hygiene items to MCUM as well as $5,000-10,000. It
is MCUM’s most important drive as it re-stocks our pantry after a busy summer,
but has become even more important this year as we have consistently served
upwards of 39% more people every month through our new client-choice model.

Volunteers are primarily needed to collect donations at area grocery stores (Store Greeters)
and to coordinate store and volunteer activities (Drivers & Riders). Individuals, families, and groups are all
welcome to participate! If you would like to sign up, please call Katie Broadfoot at 339-3429 x14 or go to the
website at mcum.org/

August food Items for MCUM
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Pudding/jello
Canned tuna
Chili
Canned chicken
Canned and dried fruit
Non-food items
Adult toothbrushes, children’s toothpaste
Toilet bowl cleaner

Pastor Arnold O. Pierson’s
50 Anniversary of Ordination
th

On September 21st Concordia Place is honoring
Arnie Pierson’s lifetime of achievements with the
Growth and Opportunity (GO) Champion Award at
the 2017 GO Gala.
This year marks Pr. Pierson’s 50th anniversary of
ordination. He served as pastor for congregations
for 20 years in Indiana and Illinois; eight of those
years as pastor of St. Thomas. For the past 30
years he has played a vital role in the growth and
development of Mission Investment Fund of the
ELCA.
Please see the posted information on the west
end bulletin board for more information on how
you may honor Pr. Pierson on his 50th year
anniversary of ordination.

August Birthdays
8/2 Ron Brown
8/7 Bruce Colston, Harrison Wyatt
8/12 Evelyn Niemeyer, Melody Smith
8/13 Gretchen Moehlmann
8/17 Nancy Nye
8/20 Jennifer Garl
8/23 Alex Nixon
8/24 Ben Eichmiller
8/25 Rebecca Dilger
8/29 Doug Bauder, Debbie Nixon,
Cindy Ohslund, Dorothy
Soudakoff
8/31 Justin Rust
8/31 Leila Watters

August Anniversaries
Peter & Leah Iversen
Jim & Marti Doering
Brian & Gail Bourkland
John & Marilyn Harder
Randell & Nancy Nye
Kent & Barb Unger

8/2/2008
8/5/1985
8/7/1993
8/9/1958
8/12/1972
8/27/1967

9 years
32 years
24 years
59 years
45 years
50 years
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August - September 2017 Volunteers
August 6

August 13

August 20

August 27

Sept 3

Sept 10

Sept 17

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

ASST MINISTER

David Rohlfing

Kris Stewart

R Hershberger

Kathleen Boggess Lindsey Smith

Gail Seegert

David Rohlfing

LECTOR

Kent Unger

David Ellies

David Rohlfing

Pauline Caldwell

Lynn Coyne

Judy Bush

ACOLYTE

Mathew Schacht

Natalie Schacht

Lilly Rademacher

Madelyn Shupe

SERVER

Gene Laughman

ML Nierzwicki

Gail Seegert

Barb Unger

David Ellies

Judy Bush

Martha Selk

USHERS

J/M Doering

G/G Laughman

D/D Nixon

L/U Coyne

Gallien/Namy

F/ML Nierzwicki

J/M Doering

GREETERS

J/J Bush

M/C Braun

D/L Newkirk

David Ellies

Gail Seegert

JoAnne Namy

Evelyn Niemeyer

Erin Wyatt

D/A Balcam

K/B Unger

F/ML Nierzwicki

Karen Cline

Moehlmann/Risner

ML Nierzwicki

Max Arterberry

CRUCIFER
FLOWERS

D/A Balcam
BREAD/WINE

V Polansky

T/J Sinn

D/K Boggess

B/C Gallien

M/J Laros

M/C Braun

R Hershberger

COUNCIL CO

Tom Sinn

Ashley Ahlbrand

Cindy Gallien

Keith Knipstein

Sam Eichmiller

Sam Eichmiller

Cindy Gallien

Ashley Ahlbrand

Dean Arnold

Tom Sinn

Mark Carpenter

Kim Filiatrault

Dennis Baurle

G Moehlmann

Evelyn Niemeyer
Pauline Caldwell
August 6

Ute Coyne
Charlene Braun
August 13

Cindy Gallien
Charlene Braun
August 20

Jean Brown
Carole Kirsch
August 27

Shirley Mingee
Betty Smith
Sept 3

Sept 10

Sept 17

10:15 AM

11:00 AM

11:00 AM

11:00 AM

11:00 AM

ALTAR GUILD

10:15 AM

11:00 AM

Fall Schedule
ASST MINISTER

Tim Smith

Mark Carpenter

Gary Ingersoll

Ashley Ahlbrand

Lyman Hitchcock

Tim Smith

Mark Carpenter

LECTOR

Kari Esarey

Vicki Polansky

David Daleke

Lyman Hitchcock

Sandy Arnold

Peter Iversen

Helen Ingersoll

ACOLYTE

Birch Foley

Sam Polansky

Audrey Knipstein

Nina Daleke

Koral Dimick

Will Foley

M Bourkland

SERVER

Stephanie Biehn

G Moehlmann

Ruth Rives

Sandy Arnold

Mark Carpenter

Carol Seaman

Betty Smith

USHERS

Kaye Hill

Baurle/Filiatrault

P/L May

D/S Arnold

McDonald/Ohslund

Baurle/Filiatrault

Kaye Hill

GREETER

Dennis Baurle

T/J Garl

Gretchen Holthaus Kari Esarey

T/J Sinn

Deb Moore

Katie Anderson

CRUCIFER

