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A Reflection for Summer
These long days of heat and light seem to invite a more leisurely pace. Many are granted the privilege and
blessing of time for family and recreation. All of us try to enjoy the special blessings of warm sun on our
flesh, the splash of warm ponds and pools, and the goodness of fruited vines.
These are good times to be reminded that we are “on our way.” A reflection based on Martin Luther’s
comment on Matthew13:31 seems appropriate:
“Jesus tells a parable about yeast. A woman mixes just a little into a great quantity of flour, and gradually
the yeast leavens it all. The reign of God is like that leaven, Jesus says. Though it seems small when first
stirred in, it changes the world.
“The faith and grace that come to us by God’s Spirit work in the same way. These do not leaven the whole
lump at once, but gently, gradually, they do their work in our lives. Eventually we become bread, God’s
bread, sent to nourish a hungry world.
“A whole life is made not of godliness but of the process of becoming godly. A whole life is known not by
health but by getting well, not by being but by becoming, not by rest but by exercise.
“We are not now what we shall be, but we are on our way. The process is not yet finished, but it is actively
going on. We have not reached the goal, but we are on the right road.
“At present, everything does not gleam and sparkle. But everything is being made new.”
May our days of summer help to renew, refresh, re-create, and re-Spirit.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Lyle

See You Later Reflections from the Pastoral Intern
July is the twelfth and final month of my internship here at St. Thomas and Lutheran Campus Ministry at IU.
I am astounded by how quickly these months have passed, and the myriad of ways I have been blessed by
serving here. Since this year has been all about learning, I wanted to share with you some of lessons I’ve
gleaned.
No one in seminary emphasized how important the property committee is! I learned about the necessity of
knowing how to turn off the water in case the pipes freeze, what to do when the ceiling falls in, and how to
safely trap raccoons and release them into the wild. These are priceless lessons that I would love to never
use again, but will likely be very handy in the future.
I’ve learned about the value of smiles from conversation and treats at a reception after a concert or
worship, or even snacks at a committee meeting. I see clearly how eating together in Christian fellowship
connects us to one another and to God. The time we spend sharing our reflections and our joys and
concerns from the week bind us into a deeper community.
Seeing your faith shine through in the way you participate in worship has been incredible. Worshiping in the
round has shown me your faces of joy, sorrow, deep contemplation, curiosity, solemn responsibility, love,
and hope. My own worship leadership has been impacted by the way you deacon, lector, acolyte, sing,
usher, provide care for the altar, and stand as witnesses to our shared faith.
I’m thrilled by the way my heart continues to grow a few sizes as new folks join our community. Likewise
seeing the way you welcome and integrate new members and our children and youth as they grow is
exciting. Our ever-expanding circle around the altar for communion is incredibly beautiful.
I did not know the way my own spirituality would grow by holding you all in regular prayer. The diversity in
means and rhythm of praying for the St. Thomas and LCM communities has caused me to speak with God in
new ways. The image of God as a the protective mother hen gained depth in me as I think of the ways I seek
my prayers to shelter, empower, and tend to you.
Finally, I’m amazed at how short a year in ministry actually is. I’ve been able to serve in a huge variety of
capacities, and yet I still feel there is more to do. There are more stories to hear, more hymns to be sung,
more prayers to be said, and more ways to embrace God’s call in our lives both individually and
communally.
Thank you for your prayers and encouragement. Thank for the countless ways you have taught me to be a
pastor and a better Christian. Thank for opening up your hearts, homes, and journeys to me. You have
deeply impacted my identity as a pastor. I am profoundly grateful and always will be.
Peace,
Colleen Montgomery

Reception for Aaron and Colleen
We recently received word that Aaron Sunstein, our organist for the past three years, is leaving us. He will
be taking a position as organist at First Lutheran Church in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. It’s good to know that he’s
staying in the Lutheran fold. Aaron’s final Sunday with us will be July 27.
Colleen Montgomery, our Pastoral Intern over the past year, will complete her year with us at the end of
July as well.
So, let’s party! We’ll have a reception in the narthex for Aaron and Colleen on that Sunday (July 27) to bid
them a fond farewell and wish them all the best in their future endeavors.
Join us. Bring cards. And let them know how much you have appreciated them.

Youth Group Lake Party
The Youth Group will be having their annual lake party at Jane Warner’s home on Friday, July 25th from 3pm
to 8pm. We would love to have as many youth group families attend as possible. Not only is this a
celebration of summer, but a fun chance for all youth group members to get to know each other better,
especially those new to the confirmation class. It is also an opportunity for the parents of the youth to
become more acquainted with each other as well!
Directions to Jane’s and what you need to bring will be emailed out to all youth group families. We are also
asking that each family bring a food item to share, Colleen will be coordinating this list as it grows. Please
sign-up on the board in the Narthex or send an email with your family name and what food item you will
bring to Colleen at colleen.r.montgomery@gmail.com
We are also looking for two positions to be filled. The first is an experienced boat driver to take the pontoon
out on Lake Lemon. The second position is running the grill and help with food preparations. If you would
love to become Captain or Grill Master for the day please contact the St. Thomas office.

Confirmation Summer Retreat
The confirmation class will be meeting on Saturday, July 19th for a summer retreat focusing on Community.
This day retreat will begin at 9am and run until about 4pm. The retreat will be hosted at St. Thomas. We are
also looking for an adult volunteer to be around for the retreat to help as needed. If you are available please
contact the St. Thomas office.
The day will start with a learning component in the morning hours, transitioning to a break for lunch, food
will be provided. The afternoon will be spent putting the morning’s lessons into action through a
community service project.
All confirmation students are encouraged to attend including those planning to be confirmed in October and
those who will just be joining the class this fall.

Vacation Bible School Thanks
We really did have a HAYDAY at Vacation Bible School this year!!
Thanks to everyone who so generously donated food and supplies for
VBS. Thanks also to the many “peeps” who helped in various
capacities to make VBS happen---Bailey Arnold, Joel Arnold, Sandy
Arnold, Sydney Arnold, Sacha
Arterbury, Pauline Caldwell, Kim
Filiatrault, Sarah Fogleman, Haley
Garl, Sarah Isaacson, Gayl Laughman,
Tish Llewellyn, Lillian Rademacher, David Rohlfing, Karen Rohlfing, Jeff
Schacht, Natalie Schacht, Megan Smith, Naomi Sveholm, Charlene
Wheeler and, of course, Farmers Lyle & Marie and their barnyard friends.
With gratitude,
Kelli Skram & Intern Colleen

True Lutheran Gothic -Our favorite farmer Elmer and his lovely wife Marie.

LCM Yard Sale Thanks
The Lutheran Campus Ministry Board of Directors extends a big THANK YOU to everyone from St. Thomas
who donated items for the LCM yard sale held on June 14. Thanks also to the St. Thomas staff for being
supportive and flexible. Finally, a special thanks to all who helped with sale preparations and on sale day,
including Dawn Bakken, Karen Blaisdell, Pauline Caldwell, Sarah Climis, Tim Climis, Bob Ellis, Jan Ellis, Haley
Garl, Gayl Laughman, Gene Laughman, Craig McDonald, Kathy McDonald, Cindy Ohslund, and Charlene
Wheeler. Your efforts have helped raise significant funds toward campus ministry programming. Thanks to
all of you we are even better equipped now to reach out to students on the IU campus in the 2014-15
academic year!!

Update on the Capital Campaign from the Council President:
Within the next month or two, you’ll be receiving updates from the official chair of our capital campaign. As
of the first of July, our existing committee has met once with Jeff Knauer. We have worked out a timeline
for putting together campaign subcommittees and have recruited some talented individuals from the
congregation to form a Communications group. This group will help to design the written literature and
website information for the campaign. At two more meetings in July, we hope to define the other
committees that will involve members of the congregation in the campaign process and begin to recruit
volunteers. If you are interested in helping with this process and would like to volunteer before we begin
the official recruiting, please contact Dawn Bakken (debakken@msn.com) or speak to Pastor Lyle.

Call Committee Formed
The Congregation Council has voted to form a Call Committee with the intention of calling Colleen
Montgomery to serve as a part-time pastor here at St. Thomas. Colleen would focus her ministry with the
young people in the congregation, with special responsibilities for our educational programming. She would
also preach, teach, serve, and do visitation.
There may be a few obstacles to this plan, so please keep the work of the Call Committee in your prayers as
they work with the synod to explore the possibilities. The Council will keep you posted on developments.

Art Sale: Recycled From Our Collection to Yours
Please begin looking for art treasures that you are willing to part with for a good cause. St Thomas Lutheran
Church, Beth Shalom, and possibly University Baptist will be holding a sale of art on Sunday August 24 from
Noon to 4:00 p.m. at St Thomas. We are asking our congregational members to donate the following gently
used items:
Framed Art (Originals, prints, reproductions, posters, photographs, etc.)
Pottery – (Hand Made with Artist’s identifying marks)
Textiles – (Hand woven, pieced, or printed by hand)
Unique Baskets
Hand Blown or Flat (Stained) Glass
Art Books – (Coffee table type)
Hand Made Jewelry
Objects for Worship
Most items will be sold with prices set by the donor. For expensive items there will be a Silent Auction that
will culminate at the end of the sale. Watch the newsletter or weekly updates for instructions on where and
when to bring your treasures to St Thomas. Proceeds from St Thomas sales will go to the Sister Parish
program. Volunteers will be needed for this exciting project. If you have questions or want to help, please
e-mail Suzanne Halvorson, weavesuz@comcast.net.

Another Opportunity to Help our Partners at Living Waters
At the end of July, Liz Gaskins will be returning to Cherokee, North Carolina, to visit our friends at Living
Waters Lutheran Church. We would like to fill up Liz’s vehicle again, and help Pastor Jack and Lisa Russell
stock up the church’s pantry that provides food and small personal hygiene items to hundreds of local
people. This time, we’re asking for the following donations:
Food: Condiments (ketchup, mustard, relish, mayo, Miracle Whip), salad dressings, and sauces (sloppy joe
sauce, taco sauce, etc.).
Personal Items: Deodorant, shampoo and conditioner, toothbrushes and toothpaste, bar and liquid soap,
shower soap, hand cream, baby lotion and powder, disposable razors, etc.
Please bag your items and place them in the back of the Education Office (next to Community Hall) by
Sunday, July 20.

Welcome New Members:
Isaac & Megan Smith come to Bloomington from Southern Illinois. Isaac is
the editor of Bloomingnews, Bloomingfood’s publication about food and
culture. Megan is currently in a Master’s program at IU to become and
Elementary Educator. (see the New Member board for a more complete bio)
Add them to your directory: 317 W. 16th St. (47404) Phones: 618-317-5306
(M), 618-924-1893(I)

The Knipstein’s moved from Evansville almost 3 years ago. Keith works for
Smithville Communications and Stephanie works part-time at Trinity Episcopal
Chruch. Their son Mitchell will be a 7th grader at Jackson Creek this fall.
Daughter Leah will be in 6th grade and youngest Audrey will be a 2nd grader.
Their address is 2405 E. Ceadarwood Circle (47401). Phone: 812-430-2641.

Christiana Redman moved to Bloomington in May 2013 from Chicago where
she earned her Master of Social Work from Loyola University Chicago.
Christiana is currently a Behavior Therapist at Milestones (a division of Stone
Belt). She enjoys traveling, running and trying new things. Her directory info
is: 2200 W. Sudbury Dr. Apt H-10 (47403) . Phone: 920-277-3853.

Wednesday, July 16, 2 pm
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church
100 N. State Road 46
The afternoon will include:
Style Show
Afternoon tea and sweets
Door Prizes
Free will offerings collected for MCUM
Please contact St Thomas Church Office by July
10th if you would like to attend.

MCUM Needs for July

Thank You

Food Items: Applesauce
Canned Beans (black, kidney, pinto),
Canned Veggies (carrots, potatoes,
greens),
Puddings & Jell-o mixes

Thanks to Margrethe O'Connor, Betty
& Jerry Smith, and Friends of St.
Thomas for their prayers, cards and
encouragement. We have received
several cards and calls of concern for
Allan while he is having
chemotherapy. Their special thoughts
are truly appreciated. Please let them
all know how much it means to us.

Non Food Items:
Household Cleaners – window,
bathroom, floor
Denture cleaning supplies, women’s
deodorant

Sincerely,
Allan & Helen Mayfield

Back-to-School Breakfast Buffet to Benefit
the Bloomington Community Band Music
Provided by Band Members Saturday,
August 9, 2014, 8 -11 am
American Legion Post 18
1800 W. 3rd Street (across from Landmark)
Price: $7 (Make checks payable to America Legion)

July Birthdays
7/2 Joshua Melton, Renee Steele
7/3 Janet Ellis,
Margaretha Kramer-Hajos
7/9 Tim Garl
7/11 Naomi Sveholm
7/12 Pauline Caldwell

July Anniversaries
7/1 Jeff Schacht & Kelli Skram
7/2 Tim & Sarah Climis
Mike & Whitney Raver

19 years

7/13 Jozsef Hajos
7/14 Samuel Polansky
7/15 Sophia Watters, Misty White

3 years

7/19 Carl Ziegler, Kari Isaacson

3 years

7/21 Shari Rogge-Fidler

7/12 Sam & Missy Eichmiller

28 years

7/22 Ute Coyne

7/18 Lyman & Gloria Hitchcock

55 years

7/24 Marian Baughman

7/26 Dean & Sandy Arnold

28 years

7/27 Jaydene Laros, Dawn Smith
7/30 Natalie Johnson
7/31 Hannah Wood

Our mailing address is:
St. Thomas Lutheran Church, ELCA
3800 East Third Street

Bloomington, IN 47401
www.stlconline.org

If you wish to Unsubscribe from this list
or update your preferences
please email: kayehill@stlconline.org

July -- August 2014 Volunteer Schedule
July 6

July 13

July 20

July 27

August 3

August 10

August 17

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

DEACON

Gail Seegert

Kris Stewart

Kris Stewart

Kathleen Boggess

Kathleen Boggess R Hershberger

R Hershberger

LECTOR

Barb Unger

Dana Barron

Nancy Mathews

Gail Seegert

Kent Unger

David Ellies

Lynn Coyne

ACOLYTE

A Goldsworthy

Natalie Schacht

Gretchen Wheeler Madelyn Shupe

L Rademacher

Natalie Schacht

E Goldsworthy

SERVER

Kelly Thacker

ML Nierzwicki

Judy Bush

David Ellies

Jean Brown

Kris Stewart

Barb Unger

USHERS

G/G Laughman

D/D Nixon

F/ML Nierzwicki

L/U Coyne

J/M Doering

G/G Laughman

D/D Nixon

GREETERS

K/D Rohlfing

Mary Sasse

David Ellies

K/B Unger

L/U Coyne

J/J Bush

Bob Cutter

NURSERY
CRUCIFER

Susan Krieg

Misty White

Tiffany Shupe

Pauline Caldwell

Susan Krieg

Misty White

Tiffany Shupe

FLOWERS

Kaye Hill

D/S Arnolds

David Ellies

BREAD/WINE G/G Laughman

J/S Halvorson

Mary Sasse

J/R Steele

J/K Schacht

D/D Nixon

COUNCIL CO

John Bush

Cindy Gallien

Sam Eichmiller

Missy Eichmiller

John Bush

Dawn Bakken

Charles Sweet

Sarah Climis

Ashley Ahlbrand

Ashley Ahlbrand

Maren Foley

Gail Seegert
Gail Seegert

Barb Unger
Carole Kirsch

Evelyn Niemeyer
Mary Sasse

Jean Brown
Marilyn Harder

Cindy Gallien
Charlene Braun

July 6

July 13

July 20

July 27

August 3

August 10

August 17

10:15 AM

10:15 AM

10:15 AM

10:15 AM

10:15 AM

10:15 AM

10:15 AM

ALTAR GUILD

F/ML Nierzwicki
R/J Brown
Dennis Baurle
Barb Unger
Pauline Caldwell

Ute Coyne
Jean Brown

DEACON

Lyman Hitchcock

J Bourkland

J Bourkland

Naomi Sveholm

Naomi Sveholm

M O'Connor

M O'Connor

LECTOR

Haley Garl

Deb Moore

Jennifer Garl

Jane Warner

Vicki Polansky

Ashley Alhbrand

David Daleke

ACOLYTE

Katcha Papesh

Joel Arnold

M Bourkland

Nick May

Nina Daleke

R Bourkland

Zach May

SERVER

Gary Ingersoll

Kathy McDonald

M O'Connor

Deb Moore

Stephanie Biehn

Katie Anderson

Deb Owens

USHERS

Baurle/Filiatrault

P/L May

Owens/Hill

McDonald/Ohslund

D/S Arnold

Baurle/Filiatrault

P/L May

GREETER

M O'Connor

Katie Anderson

T/J Garl

Marie Briddell

C/M Foley

Karen Blaisdell

C/K McDonald

NURSERY
CRUCIFER

Cindy Ohslund

Lauren Wright

Jane Warner

Vicki Polansky

Kim Filiatrault

Sydney Arnold

Haley Garl

JULY 2014
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY
1
U Club Yoga 10:00

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

2
Friday Musicale
Board 9:30 am

3

FRIDAY
4

SATURDAY
7
Property Co 10:00

7

8
U Club Yoga 10:00

9
LGG Board Meeting
5:30 pm

10
Finance 6:00 pm

11

Community Band 7:00

12
LCM Stories &
Steins 7pm –
Upland Brewery

13
Worship @ 8:30 & 10:15
Congregation Council
11:30

14

15

16

17

18

19

Community Band 7:00

U Club Yoga 10:00

20
Worship @ 8:30 & 10:15

21

22

23

24

25

26

Community Band 7:00

U Club Yoga 10:00

27
Worship @ 8:30 & 10:15

28

29

30

31

Community Band 7:00

U Club Yoga 10:00

6

Worship @ 8:30 & 10:15

