Children in Church
Recently, I came across a good article entitled “5 Reasons Children Need to be in Church.” Here it is,
somewhat abbreviated:
I have long been passionate about having children in church… At a recent synod I attended, our
church’s national youth adviser stood up and declared that our years of segregating youth from the
worshipping community have failed.
Many parish services I visit/attend bear out this reality…
We need to believe in what we do and put it into practice appropriately.
I recently read these five reasons why children should be in the main service and I repeat them here:
Children should not be removed from the main body for convenience sake.
Children are a part of the Body of Christ.
Children need godly examples of how to worship.
Children need to feel like they are a part of the church community.
Children who don’t feel like a part of the church community will leave church when they’re older.
(Bosco Peters, www.liturgy.co.nz)
I fully agree. Yes, I know that crying or restless children can be a distraction for some folks. But I rejoice
every time I hear the sounds of children in worship and at worship. They are integral to our community, and
they are very much a part both of who we are as Christians and what we do in worship.
I hear stories from parents at St. Thomas about checking in on their children on Sunday afternoons.
They tell of wondering what might be going on only to find that their children are singing “This is the Feast” or
some other part of the liturgy that caught their attention. I hear tell of children at play organizing their own
little worship services with dolls and stuffed animals. I hear of prayer that is remembered and repeated with
reverence and care.
These are stories to warm the heart. And they tell of how worship and liturgy are “caught” more than
they are “taught.” They tell of Christian formation that begins at the beginning of life and that extends all
along life’s journey.
We rejoice that children worship at St. Thomas!
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the
kingdom of heaven belongs.” (Matthew 19:14)
Grace and peace,

Pastor Lyle

From the Choir Director’s Desk
Three and a half years went by in the blink of an eye. I suppose that means that during this time, we were
definitely busy, with our eyes (and voices) focused on the next project. Looking back at so many experiences
puts a smile on my face (and probably makes me a little bit hungry too...). I still remember the joy I
experienced when hearing the news that I was being offered the job at St. Thomas! At the time it seemed only
like a great opportunity to enhance my education as a musician and specifically as a choral conductor.

But it soon became very evident that aside from the professional relationship that we were to establish
together, this one was growing into something more, one in which the open arms of the St. Thomas
community would make me feel at home and part of a large family. And I'm sure it was a mutual feeling,
because our choir started growing, and our musical life became increasingly rich.

So, I want to take this opportunity to thank you for all the music, the food that we shared, the early rehearsals,
the wrong notes (just a few), but especially for being willing to be a vessel through which the gifts of the Holy
Spirit could take many forms.

As you know, this summer will be of great joy for me and my beloved Evelyn as we make our lifetime
commitment to each other in marriage. I know I can speak for her when I say how grateful we are to have
become part of St. Thomas. So, this is not the final goodbye (you will see us on plenty of Sundays), and we
both would be very happy to see many of you on our special day.

I wish all the blessings to all of you, and especially to the choir and the music ministry. It is my hope to hear in
the future about the lively musical life at St. Thomas and how it keeps helping to bring the congregation
together in Christ. You will certainly hear every now and then news from us as our adventure takes us to
Spain, or Mexico, or anywhere else.
God bless you all.
Juan Carlos Zamudio
Adult Choir Director

RSVP
If you plan to attend, please call or email Evelyn by July 9:
320-309-6444 or evelynmnelson@gmail.com

From the Associate Pastors Desk…
Every four to six weeks, I travel up to Indianapolis for my First Call Colleague Group meeting. We are a small
group of seven pastors who have all been ordained in the past two years. We meet for prayer, mutual
support, and continued reflection on the arts of ministry. There is a running joke that I mention Camp
Lutherlyn (my favorite Lutheran camp in the USA) at least three times a gathering.
A very similar joke exists at Pub Theology.
I consciously try to keep my references to this dear camp to a reasonable amount, but as the days are growing
longer, the temperatures are getting warmer, and the school year comes to an end, I cannot contain my joy at
the beginning of camping season! Counselors and summer staff are already at 140 Lutheran camps across the
country participating in the staff training. They are learning about the bible studies they will teach, playing all
the games they will play, singing all the songs they will sing, and practicing silly skits until the comedic
execution is nearly perfect. They are prayerfully and diligently preparing to teach countless children about the
love of Jesus and the joy found in Christian community.
Here in Indiana, we have 3 inter-connected Lutheran camps (Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Indiana Kentucky –
LOMIK). They offer camping experiences for youth first through twelfth grade. If you have children in your life,
I ask that you consider sending them to a week of camp at a LOMIK camp. (Or a camp of one of our
ecumenical partners.) A week of camp is an incredible time of growth, challenge, and fun. I have one full
scholarship left for a child from a family whose children have never been to camp. Please let me know if you
are interested! More information can be found on their website: http://www.lomik.org.
I ask that you keep all our camps, counselors and camp staffs, and campers in your prayers this summer. I’ll be
at Lutherlyn’s Family Camp during the week of July 4 leading an adult bible study. I look forward to this week
every year to re-connect with family and friends, and to find Jesus in a new way at an old familiar place.
Peace,
Pastor Colleen

Seeking Yard Sale Donations
Lutheran Campus Ministry at IU will hold a yard sale here at St. Thomas on Saturday, June
4 from 8:00 am - 1:00 pm to raise funds for outreach to students. We are still seeking
donations of the following gently used items:
furniture
children’s items
crafting supplies

small appliances
household décor
antiques & collectibles
sports gear
anything that will sell!

tools
kitchen items

We ask that you not bring adult clothing or any books (except for children’s books or recent best sellers).
Items may be dropped off in community hall up until June 3. If you need assistance with transporting items,
please contact Jeff Schacht (jschacht@indiana.edu or 812-322-3306) to make arrangements. Thank you in
advance for your contributions, and don’t forget to stop by and shop at the sale!

Adult Choir Director – Position Opening
St. Thomas Lutheran Church (ELCA), seeks to fill the position of Adult Choir Director. The position is estimated
at 10 hours per week and is a 10-month position (normally August 15 – June 15).
Duties:
-

Plan music for and conduct the adult choir to lead worship, provide special music, and hold
concerts
Coordinate music with Pastor and Organist, according to the liturgical season
Plan and schedule rehearsals for adult choir
Recruit musicians for special worship services and concerts
Assist in planning the “Worship & the Arts” series
Assist in maintaining the music library
Attend weekly staff meetings and monthly Worship Committee meetings

Preference will be given to the candidate with a strong liturgical background. Send résumé and references by
August 5, 2016 to the above address or electronically to kayehill@stlconline.org.

Children’s Choir Director – Position Opening
St. Thomas Lutheran Church (ELCA), seeks to fill the position of Children’s Choir Director. The position is parttime, perhaps up to 10 hours per month.
Duties:
-

Plan music for and conduct the children’s choir, provide music monthly at worship services,
and participate in concerts
Coordinate music with Adult Choir Director and Worship Committee
Recruit participants (pre-school through sixth grade)
Plan and schedule rehearsals

Preference will be given to the candidate with strong liturgical background. Send résumé and references to
the above address or electronically to kayehill@stlconline.org by August 5, 2016.

Thank You to Our Adult Education Leaders
Thanks to all those who hosted, taught, coordinated, and attended Adult Forums during the 2015-2016 year!
We were blessed to learn about such a wide variety of topics.
Culture of Conversation, Pastor Lyle McKee, Pastor Colleen Montgomery
Book of Faith/Living the Question, Pastor Lyle
Sunday Morning Bible Study, John Harder
Mission Fair, Charlene Braun and Mission Committee
What does racism look like? Eliot Smith
What can be done about racism? Eliot Smith
Iona Spiritual Growth Group Forum
“What does this mean for us?” Dawn Bakken
Quagmire in the Middle East and the Refugees Caught in the Middle, Chris Ogan
My Sister’s Closet

Monroe Country United Ministries, Erin Predmore
Renovations Recap, Dean Arnold
Video Chat with Anna Sloss, Young Adult in Global Mission in South Africa
Special Presentation on Health & Fitness: Michelle Miller
Bridges of Hope by Paul Fogelman and Jan Owens
The Back Forty/Community Garden Meeting
Living Waters Early Summer Mission Trip Interest Meeting
LOMIK Reading Camp, Ronna Papesh
Proposed Resolution Against the Doctrine of Discovery
Beekeeping! Peter Iversen
Wild Care, Inc.

Youth Group News
Our regular youth group meetings have ended for the 2015-2016 school year. Sunday evening gatherings will
begin again in August. Parents of youth should look for emails from Pastor Colleen about special summer
events.

Intergenerational VBS 2016
ALL are invited to participate in this year’s VBS program. All meals will be provided. Please sign up in the
narthex to attend and to help out! We are looking for help hosting the gatherings and with kitchen help.
Questions? Contact Pastor Colleen or Pastor Kelli Skram.
June 12, 11:30-2pm: Go and Do Likewise
Join us for lunch and learning! We learn about the importance of living out our faith and the impact it has on
our neighbors. After our learning time, we’ll take a special service trip to the New Hope Family Shelter.
June 24, 6:30pm: S’mores and More!
We gather for an evening of summery treats and fun.
July 17, 11:30-2pm: Hope
Join us for lunch and learning! We dig into the hope we have in God, hope that gets us through the worst of
days and toughest of times!

Join us for a Visit to New Hope Family Shelter
Following the late worship service on Sunday, June 12, people of all ages are invited to gather for VBS
(Vacation Bible Service) Part 1. We will enjoy a picnic style lunch before heading over to New Hope Family
Shelter to assist them with a service project. Our group has been fortunate to receive a Thrivent Action Team
grant to help with this project. As part of our support for the families and children who receive assistance
through New Hope, we will bring school supplies to help them prepare for the upcoming school year. Any
school supply donations are welcome, and they are especially in need of sturdy backpacks. If you are able to
make a contribution, please bring your donations to the Pastor Colleen’s office no later than Thursday, June 9.
A sign-up sheet to attend the event is located in the narthex.

Thank You from Anna Sloss
Dear St. Thomas Lutheran Church,
I just want to thank you for supporting me throughout my YAGM year in Swaziland! I was so great to be
able to skype back in January. I am grateful for your prayers and encouragement, and your financial
support to help make this transformative year possible. I am sending along a small canvas print as a gift
of thanks! The colors of the elephant and giraffe reminded me of the chairs in the sanctuary The
ministries of St. Thomas helped shape my path through college that led me to YAGM, and on this journey
to South Africa and Swaziland, and further to seminary at LSTC in Chicago when I return. Thank you,
thank you, thank you for all you do! I hope to come visit during the second half of the year, until then,
sending my love.
God’s peace, Anna

Dear Supporting Congregations – Blessings and Greetings from Chile!
On a warm summer afternoon in January, breezes filled the air with the sweet aromas of the nearby sea. Six
women stood up to sing before a full house at the Lutheran congregation of Comunidad Renacer, in Boca Sur.
The tune was simple; its lyrics about giving thanks. One could be excused for seeing this as a simplistic
expression of sentiment for this occasion. This Sunday, the small church was hosting a score of visitors from
nine different countries who were attending the EPES International Escuela. But by the end, this humble song
inspired a moment of deep connection among all those in attendance. The women shared their gratitude in the
languages of their people — in Shona (Zimbabwe), Kisii (Kenya), Swahili (Kenya), Twi (Ghana), English and
Spanish. Escuela 2016 participant Bethany M. Waggoner shares her impressions.
I hope this paragraph entices you to read the entire May EPES Update which features our International
Training Program, or the "Escuela" as we call it. In January, we ran our 7th Escuela with participants from 9
countries. It was our first totally bilingual program. On pages 2 and 3 you can meet some of the participants
and see how they are bringing the learning home. We have now had 130 participants from 18 countries and 8
Lutheran churches participate in our international training program.
I hope you enjoy the Update. I would love to hear from you! We are very busy here at EPES - we have a
nutrition health promoter program in process, a leadership workshop on violence against women starting
soon, a new anti-tobacco campaign and a million other activities. We will soon be designing and implementing
a program for the Chilean Ministry of Health to train Community Health Agents for public clinics throughout
Chile. It is a big opportunity and a huge challenge.
As a member of the Diakonic Commission of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chile, I helped organize a
meeting in early April of members of all of our congregations and representatives of social ministries from
throughout Chile. We reflected together on the Lutheran World Federation document, Diakonia in
Context: Transformation, Reconciliation, Empowerment.
The document discusses the spiral of hopelessness that exists in our globalized world in both affluent
societies, as well as in places of extreme poverty. But, the authors point out, ...in the same manner, suffering
may be alleviated where spirals of hope create space for care, solidarity and commitment to justice, and for the
love in Christ that “never ends” and “bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” (1
Corinthians 13:7-8).
Wishing you many blessings as we work together to create spirals of hope in a suffering world! Gracias for
your loving support which makes our work possible.
Abrazos and blessings, Karen
Link to the Lutheran World Federation document here: https://www.lutheranworld.org/content/diakoniacontext-transformation-reconciliation-empowerment Copies are also available on the Welcome Table.

Recycled Art Sale in August
We are once again planning a Recycled Art Sale with our neighbors Beth Shalom and University Baptist in
August. Please set aside any framed prints or originals, coffee table art books, textiles, sculpture, ceramics,
and one of a kind Jewelry for our fund - raiser for Sister Parish. Dates and details will follow in July’s
newsletter.
Suzanne Halvorson
Mission Committee Member

St. Thomas Mutual Ministry Committee
The primary purpose of the Mutual Ministry Committee is affirming and strengthening the mission of the
congregation and the ministry of the staff.
The committee members accomplish this by listening, reviewing, and communicating concerns of the
congregation and the staff. The committee also serves as a group to which congregation and staff can express
new ideas. This is all done in a confidential manner if requested.
Periodically, the committee visits with staff members to provide them an opportunity to express any concerns
regarding their responsibilities at St. Thomas. If you have a concern or an idea and are not sure who to speak
with, contact a member of the Mutual Ministry Committee.
Current members of the committee are;
Bruce Colston
David Ellies
Susan Goldsworthy Gene Laughman
Mary Lou Nierzwicki Kris Stewart

June Birthdays

Wedding Anniversaries

6/2 Gene Laughman, Peter Iversen
6/5 Lisa Shetterly
6/6 Gayl Laughman, Charles Sweet
6/7 Joel Arnold, Rich Weichert
6/8 Martha Selk
6/9 Sydney Arnold
6/10 Sarah Goldsworthy
6/11 Sacha Arterberry, Tiffany Shupe
6/14 Lindsey Smith
6/16 Dotty Mitchell
6/20 Allison White
6/21 Rick Goldsworthy, Madelyn Shupe
6/23 Leah Knipstein
6/26 Braelyn Dimick, Helen Ingersoll,
Molly Wyatt
6/28 Brian Bourkland, Zoe Adams
6/29 Kathy McDonald

6/1 Chris & Maren Foley
6/4 Walt Wood & Susan Krieg
6/7 Matt & Karol Anderson
6/10 Bob & Janet Ellis
6/15 Ron & Jean Brown
6/17 Tim & Sara Johnson
6/17 Lyle McKee & Marie Fleming
6/19 Mike & Debbie Witt
6/28 David & Karen Rohlfing

Our mailing address is:

St. Thomas Lutheran Church, ELCA
3800 East Third Street

Bloomington, IN 47401
www.stlconline.org

Unsubscribe from this list by or update your
preferences by emailing: kayehill@stlconline.org

20 yrs
33 yrs
8 yrs
60 yrs
59 yrs
16 yrs
16 yrs
40 yrs
45 yrs

MCUM Food Pantry Needs for
June
The pantry welcomes donations of all nonperishable foods, but we currently have a
special need for the following:
• Pudding/jello
• Canned tuna
• Chili
• Spam
• Treet
• Canned chicken
• Canned and dried fruit
Non-food items Toilet paper
Women’s underwear (size 2-11)
Baby wipes
Diapers (size 4, 5, 6)

JUNE -JULY 2016 VOLUNTEERS

JULY 17

K Boggess

JULY 10
Gail Seegert

R Hershberger

JULY 3
Kris Stewart

Judy Bush

JUNE 26

Kent Unger

M Schacht

JUNE 19
David Rohlfing

E Goldsworthy M Shupe

Gail Seegert

JUNE 12
R Hershberger
Sacha Arterberry

Kent Unger

G/G Laughman

JUNE 5
K Boggess
David Rohlfing
Max Arterberry

K Boggess

L/U Coyne

D/K Rohlfing

8:30 AM

Gail Seegert
Barb Unger
L Rademacher
ML Nierzwicki

J/M Doering

David Ellies

8:30 AM

DEACON
Dana Barron
N Schacht
Gene Laughman
D/D Nixon

J/J Bush

8:30 AM

LECTOR
M Schacht
Jean Brown
F/ML Nierzwicki
L/UCoyne

8:30 AM

ACOLYTE
Kelly Thacker
L/U Coyne
JoAnne Namy

8:30 AM

SERVER
G/G Laughman
S Mingee

8:30 AM

USHERS
Carl Ziegler

8:30 AM

GREETERS
CRUCIFER
L/U Coyne
Katie Anderson

Dean Arnold

D/S Arnold

Dennis Baurle

Cindy Gallien

T/J Garl

G Moehlmann

A Ahlbrand

V Polansky

Shirley Mingee
Carol Kirsch

Tom Sinn

A Ahlbrand

E Niemeyer

Cindy Gallien
Pauline Caldwell

Dennis Baurle

John Bush

D/K Boggess

Kaye Hill

David Ellies
L/A Madsen
S/M Eichmiller

Charles Sweet

Jean Brown
Susan Lehr

FLOWERS
BREAD/WINE
Cindy Gallien
Dean Arnold

Barb Unger
Charlene Braun

F/K Stewart
COUNCIL CO
A Ahlbrand

Ute Coyne
Mary Sasse

ALTAR GUILD

Ute Coyne
Susan Lehr

JULY 17

Cindy Gallien
Betty Smith

JULY 10

L Hitchcock

JULY 3

A Ahlbrand

Chris Ogan

JUNE 26

M O'Connor

G Hitchcock

Sophia Watters

JUNE 19

Claire Repsholdt

Charles Sweet

Zach May

Gary Ingersoll

JUNE 12

G Ingersoll

Sharon Fawbush

Nina Daleke

Ruth Rives

McDonald/Ohslund

JUNE 5

L Hitchcock

S Arnold

L Knipstein

Haley Garl

Kaye Hill

T/J Sinn

10:15 AM

Betty Smith

Debbie Selk

Birch Foley

M O'Connor

P/L May

Haley Garl

10:15 AM

DEACON
A Ahlbrand

Truman Daleke

S Biehn

Baurle/Filiatrault

Kari Esarey

10:15 AM

LECTOR

M Knipstein

S Fawbush

D/J Arnold

Charlene Wheeler

10:15 AM

ACOLYTE

K Anderson

McDonald/Ohslund

G Moehlmann

10:15 AM

SERVER

Kaye Hill

M Harter

10:15 AM

USHERS

Dennis Baurle

10:15 AM

GREETER
CRUCIFER

5

SUNDAY

Worship at 8:30 & 10:15

6

13

MONDAY

Community Band 7pm

Community Band 7pm

20

Worship at 8:30 & 10:15

Worship at 8:30 & 10:15

12

19

Worship at 8:30 & 10:15

Community Band 7pm

Community Band 7pm

SIREN Meeting 5pm

26

27

7

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

15
Jazz Band 7 pm

SATURDAY

4 Property Co 10 am

LCM Yard Sale 8 –2 pm

11

3
10

18

2

8 Mission Co 6:45 9

17

25

Swing Band 7 pm

16

24

22
Swing Band 7 pm

Jazz Band 7 pm

29

30

23

Jazz Band 7 pm

1

JUNE 2016

TUESDAY

UClub Yoga 10 am

UClub Yoga 10 am

UClub Yoga 10 am

14

21

28 UClub Yoga 10 am
Lace Guild 7pm

