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God is calling us to new expressions of church for a new time. Across the IndianaKentucky Synod, individuals and congregations will listen and perceive together
where new life is springing forth.

This call to “Holy Conversations” was extended to the congregations of our synod at the synod assembly in
June. Out of this process, Bishop Gafkjen and a guiding team will identify ideas and thoughts that they will use
to create a pilot or prototype in various parts of the synod.
Our part is to engage in these conversations. Our results will be combined with those of many other
congregations as the guiding team discerns themes among the ideas collected.
What is a holy conversation? It is simply a brief time for reflection on three questions:
1) What is a new thing God is doing in your life?
2) What new thing is God doing in your congregation or broader community?
3) As you reflect on your answers, what are 1 or 2 compelling “sparks” (ideas, thoughts, notions) that
could be cultivated or built upon?
At St. Thomas, opportunities for holy conversations will be offered during extended devotional times at
September meetings of the council, committees, Spiritual Growth Groups, and youth as well as during the
“Culture of Conversation” time on September 6.
Please plan to participate at least once. You insights are important.
“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”
- Isaiah 43:19
Grace and peace,
Pastor Lyle

From the Associate Pastor’s Desk…
No one warned me about this stage in life I have reached in the past year, where women and their families I
love deeply would suffer the loss of a baby through miscarriage or infant death. While I’ve know what a
miscarriage is for many years, only more recently have I walked beside a woman as she mourns the loss of a
miscarriage. I felt utterly unprepared as a friend and as a pastor. In response to this experience, I spent time
intentionally learning, listening, and praying about why miscarriages happen and how God is present in these
situations.
One of the best resources I have discovered is Elise Erikson Barrett’s What Was Lost: A Christian Journey
through Miscarriage. The text is divided into three sections: The Journey through Miscarriage, The Journey
with God, and The Journey Forward. I found her words insightful, comforting, and useful. These words found
in the introduction have stuck with me:
When we lost that first pregnancy, I had rarely heard anyone else talking about miscarriage, yet
approximately one in four pregnancies will end in miscarriage. Why didn’t these two things match up? I
didn’t know of many other people who had been through something similar, but that changed quickly.
My experience was a little like a password into a secret society. As people discovered that I’d had a
miscarriage, all sorts of women and men would quietly sidle up to me and say, “We lost our first baby
too,” or “I had three miscarriages fifty years ago.” This kind of loss has touched so many people, and
yet we don’t seem to have ways of talking about it.
Even in the church—perhaps especially in the church—we Christians have a tough time knowing what
to do with miscarriage. We know how to have baby showers, how to bring casseroles and rock new
babies and crochet booties. An infant death or stillbirth, while unspeakably tragic, carries rituals: a
funeral, a visitation, bereavement cards, and flowers. But we don’t know what to do for people who
have lost pregnancies before a baby ever appeared. (xiii-xiv)
The month of October is Miscarriage, SIDs, and Infant Loss Awareness Month, and October 15th is
Remembrance Day. As a community, we will pray specifically for families affected by miscarriage and infant
death on Sunday, October 18th. Additionally, I’m interested in organizing an ecumenical community worship
for families who have experienced this loss to come together to mourn and remember. If you would be
interested in helping with this, please let me know.
My prayer is that women and families who have lost children have found comfort in God and in relationships
with their spouses, families, and friends. I also pray that we can grow as a community in the way that we
support those who experience this type of loss, and all losses, and walk beside them as they mourn, heal, and
hope in the Lord.
Peace,
Pastor Colleen

New Book of Faith Series Begins
We continue our long-standing Book of Faith bible studies with an 8-session series on the Gospel of Luke. This
gospel invites us to explore the story of Jesus and his mission as God’s Chosen One (Messiah). From the joyous
accounts of Jesus' birth in a mange r in Bethlehem to the stark images of Golgotha to the eye-opening meal at
Emmaus, we are invited into a remarkable story. The sessions will involve us in rich discovery as we explore
key stories and events of this gospel.
Join in the fun, fellowship, and learning. The first session is set for Monday, September 14 at 7:00 p.m. Book
are available in the office.

September Adult Forum Schedule – 9:45am every Sunday
September 6: Culture of Conversation, Sanctuary: Join Pastor Lyle for an open conversation about the ministries and
missions of St. Thomas.
September 13: God’s Work, Our Hands! After late worship, members of St. Thomas will head out into the community to
our faith into action. Use the education hour to help prepare lunch for our volunteers and sort donations for Backpack
Buddies.
September 20: Mission Fair, Narthex: Come check out all the great mission relationships the people of St. Thomas are
engaged with in our community and around the world. This year we’ll host a special visitor from Cherokee, North
Carolina…Pastor Jack from Lutheran Church of the Living Waters!
September 27: What does racism look like? Conference room, Eliot Smith: This is the first of an important two-part
series on how we can recognize and confront racism in ourselves, our communities, our society. This session will explore
what racism looks like on the individual (including non-conscious bias) level, at organizational level, and
structural/institutional levels. The second session will be on Sunday, October 11. Additional questions can also be
brought to Culture of Conversations in the future.

Share Your Passion at the Mission Fair on Sunday,
September 20
The Mission Committee would like to invite and encourage you to share your passion and knowledge about whatever
service/mission projects you might be involved in either through St Thomas or on your own. The St Thomas Mission Fair
is Sunday, September 20 between services and briefly after the late service.
To reserve a table to display literature, photos, objects and more from your organization /activity contact Charlene
Braun, brauncharlene@yahoo.com. The Mission Committee will provide a sign for each organization's space.
This event is purely about raising awareness and enthusiasm, not about raising money, so it takes the pressure off and
everyone can just share their passion for their activity and learn from each other!

Rev. Jack Russell Will Be Here on Mission Sunday!
The Rev. Jack Russell, pastor of the Lutheran Church of the Living Waters in Cherokee, North Carolina will preach and
participate in worship with us on Sunday, September 20. Also, Le Russell, Jack and Lisa’s daughter, will sing a song in
Cherokee called “Orphan Child along with her mother.
Additional plans are in the works for special opportunities with our visitors during the Education Hour.

Calling All Cooks!
Isn't it enriching to see our pews fill with college and graduate students every fall? At St. Thomas, we like to
make these students feel at home throughout the school year by offering them a home cooked meal in
Community Hall after the 11 o'clock service. But this ministry can only continue if we have enough volunteers
to fill the calendar! If you would be willing to provide a meal, please contact Ashley Ahlbrand at
aaahlbra@indiana.edu or by phone at (812) 599-7017. You can see which Sundays are available by clicking
here: https://goo.gl/aGP4Rv. When you're away at school, it can be difficult to feel connected to a new
church community, but this program truly helps to foster that connection. I hope you'll consider
participating. Thank you for your continued support of the Lutheran Campus Ministry.

Youth Group Working in the Community
The youth had a blast helping out during MCUM’s Each One, Feed One food drive on
Sunday, August 23. MCUM collected over 16,000 pounds of food during this one
weekend!

Youth Group Fall 2015 Schedule
Sunday, August 30 – Youth Group at St. Thomas, 5:30-7:30pm
Sunday, September 20 – Youth Group at St. Thomas, 5:30-7:30pm
Sunday, October 4 – Youth Group at St. Thomas, 5:30-7:30pm
Sunday, October 18 – Dinner Church and Family Game Night, 5:30-7:30pm
Sunday, November 1 – Capital Campaign Celebration Event, 6-8pm
Sunday, November 8 – CROP Walk, Details TBD
Sunday, November 15 - Youth Group at St. Thomas, 5:30-7:30pm
Sunday, November 24 – Advent Family Dinner
Sunday, December 20 – Youth Group Caroling Night
Ways you can support this ministry: Pray for our youth and their families, faithfully bring your children to our
gatherings, FEED US (Pastor Colleen is always looking for adults to bring us dinner), serve as a
leader/chaperone

Come Join the Children’s Choir
The St. Thomas Children’s Choir announces its 2015 Fall Season. We will be announcing a new director very
soon. So, you are warmly invited to come and join us. We rehearse the 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the month from
9:00am until 9:45am. We sing on the 3rd Sunday of the month at the 11:00am service. There are instruments
or something special that may be added to our songs most months. Please come join us for the fun. We
would love to have you there.

Join us for God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday!
St. Thomas members will be joining together with thousands of ELCA members from across the country in
living out our faith in our communities. We will be sharing our time and energies with several organizations
across town. This is a wonderful opportunity to serve the community and get to know one another better.
We’ll be serving the following organizations: Monroe County United Ministry, My Sister’s Closet, New Hope
Family Shelter, Goodwill, and Rose House. We’ll additionally be collecting food for Community Kitchen’s
Backpack Buddies program.
We will worship at our regular times, 8:30am and 11am. During the
education hour (9:45-10:45am), there will be groups working to prepare
lunch for our volunteers and organize the donations for Backpack Buddies.
After late worship we’ll eat, and volunteer from 1-3pm.
Please consider joining in this awesome day, and even ordering a snazzy
yellow shirt so we can proudly represent our church!
Questions – Contact Pastor Colleen

Capital Campaign Update
To date, we have received $128,976.00. That’s well over a third of pledges in a period of just nine months.
Construction is well underway. The contract calls for substantial completion by September 14.
We have contracted with Charlotte Paul for a Holy Spirit-themed stained glass window, which will be installed
in the west wall of Heritage Hall. Funds for this are designated from the Marcella Calvert bequest.
The new range has been installed in the kitchen. Since this range has electronic ignition, pilot lights don’t need
to burn all the time. This will save us several hundred dollars each year.
Other new energy-efficient appliances for the kitchen are being identified by our Building Committee.
Top soil removed to the west of the sanctuary in order to build the new drive is being used to level the west
edge of the community garden.
This month’s idea: Donate the money you save from using coupons.

Save The Date!!
Capital Campaign Celebration Event
Sunday, November 1, 2015, 6 – 8 p.m.
Dancing, Cake Walk, Appetizers, Desserts,
Silent Auction, FUN! Free to all!

Live a God-Pleasing Life!
As Christians, we are stewards or managers of all the gifts
God has given us. This is quite a task, one that we on our own
are incapable of carrying out. Yet all Christians are called to
be stewards. However, we are not left on our own. The God
who calls us equips us as well.
"May the God of peace . . . equip you with
everything good for doing God’s will, and may
God work in us what is pleasing to God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for
ever and ever. Amen" (Hebrews 13:20-21)
Faith is the foundation of our stewardship. It is also the foundation of how our lives become pleasing to God.
It is only by the gift of faith in Christ that we are able to do the works God has prepared for us to do.
If we are to be stewards living a God-pleasing life, we are invited to follow the path of discipleship that Jesus
lays out for us. We are called to serve, even as Jesus "did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many" (Matthew 20:28).
God-pleasing stewards give generously, following the example of Jesus’ complete self-giving for us. Indeed,
generosity was a hallmark of the early Christians who "shared everything they had . . . There were no needy
persons among them" (Acts 4:32, 34). Out of thankfulness to our giving God, who provided so generously, we
respond to the needs of others, giving to them as unto the Lord (Matthew 25:40).
We will spend some time in the coming weeks learning and growing as stewards living a God-pleasing life.
Please keep the many ministries of St. Thomas in your prayers in this time, especially those that extend God’s
work into our community.

Sunday Morning Bible Study
begins Sunday August 30, 9:45 - 10:40 AM9:45 10:40 AM in Room 11. We will be studying the
Gospel of Luke. All are welcome!

SAVE THE DATE!!
Capital Campaign Celebration Event
Silent Auction, FUN! Free to all!
Sunday, November 1, 2015, 6 – 8 p.m.
Dancing, Cake Walk, Appetizers, Desserts,
Silent Auction, FUN! Free to all!

Anna Sloss has begun her missionary
training as a Young Adult in Global
Mission. She will be serving in South
Africa. Please keep her in your prayers
this year. You can follow her journey
at:
https://comewalkwithanna.wordpres
s.com. If you would like to offer
financial
support, Celebration
more information
Capital Campaign
Event is
available on the welcome table.

September Birthdays
9/2
9/5
9/7
9/8
9/9
9/11
9/12
9/13
9/15
9/18
9/20
9/21
9/23
9/26
9/29

Haley Garl, Sandy Pankow
Barb Unger
Kris Frampton
Richard Zellers, Mia Arterberry
Andrew Goldsworthy,
Mary Krupinski
John Steele
David Nixon, Melissa Watters
David Cline, Jeff Schacht
Lois Selk
Isaiah Dilger, Arno Risner
Gloria Hitchcock
Marilyn Harder
Matthew Bourkland
Lissa May
Darrell Bakken

Congratulations to
Lynn & Ute Coyne on their
44rd wedding anniversary,
September 10th

MCUM Food Pantry
Needs for September
Canned fruits & vegetables
Salad dressing
Chicken or tuna in a pouch
Black pepper Salt
Rice (10lb bags or larger)
Household needs: Laundry soap,
bleach and trash bags

Our mailing address is:
St. Thomas Lutheran Church, ELCA
3800 East Third Street
Bloomington, IN 47401
www.stlconline.org

Unsubscribe from this list or update
your preferences by emailing:
kayehill@stlconline.org

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE SEPTEMBER - NOVEMBER 2015
SEPTEMBER 6

SEPTEMBER 13

SEPTEMBER 20

SEPTEMBER 27

OCTOBER 4

OCTOBER 11

OCTOBER 18

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

DEACON

R Hershberger

David Rohlfing

Kris Stewart

Kathleen Boggess

Gail Seegert

R Hershberger

Kris Stewart

LECTOR

Lynn Coyne

Judy Bush

Gail Seegert

Mike Laros

Bob Cutter

Nancy Mathews

Pauline Caldwell

ACOLYTE

Zach May

A Goldsworthy

Madelyn Shupe

Lilly Rademacher

A Goldsworthy

Natalie Schacht

Madelyn Shupe

SERVER

Kathleen Boggess

Martha Selk

Kent Unger

Shirley Mingee

Mary Sasse

ML Nierzwicki

Judy Bush

USHERS

G/G Laughman

F/ML Nierzwicki

D/D Nixon

L/U Coyne

J/M Doering

G/G Laughman

F/ML Nierzwicki

GREETERS

M/C Braun

K/B Unger

Shirley Mingee

J/J Bush

David Ellies

Bob Cutter

Gail Seegert

NURSERY
CRUCIFER

Misty White

Susan Krieg

Pauline Caldwell

Tiffany Shupe

Misty White

Pauline Caldwell

Susan Krieg

Renee Steele

F/ML Nierzwicki

L/U Coyne

C Warner

Kaye Hill

FLOWERS
BREAD/WINE

E Niemeyer

D/K Boggess

M/J Laros

L/U Coyne

COUNCIL CO

Dean Arnold

S/M Eichmiller

John Bush

S/M Eichmiller

Ashley Alhbrand

Dean Arnold

Dennis Baurle

Cindy Gallien

Cindy Gallien
Susan Lehr

Evelyn Niemeyer
Betty Smith

ALTAR GUILD

M/C Braun

Robin Hershberger F/ML Nierzwicki

SEPTEMBER 6

SEPTEMBER 13

SEPTEMBER 20

SEPTEMBER 27

OCTOBER 4

OCTOBER 11

OCTOBER 18

11::00 AM

11::00 AM

11::00 AM

11::00 AM

11::00 AM

11::00 AM

11::00 AM

DEACON

M O'Connor

Betty Smith

Lyman Hitchcock

M O'Connor

Gary Ingersoll

Ashley Alhbrand

Betty Smith

LECTOR

Ashley Alhbrand

Jennifer Garl

Margaret Harter

Vicki Polansky

David Daleke

Haley Garl

Gloria Hitchcock

ACOLYTE

Kenna Dimick

Matthew Schacht

Truman Daleke

Max Arterberry

M Bourkland

Monet Lahn

Mitchell Knipstein

SERVER

Chris Ogan

Sandy Arnold

Betty Smith

Katie Anderson

M O'Connor

Kathy McDonald

Carol Seaman

USHERS

D/S Arnold

Ohslund/McDonald Baurle/Filiatrault

P/L May

Kaye Hill

D/S Arnold

Ohslund/McDonald

GREETER

Karen Blaisdell

Deb Moore

Ruth Rives

J/R Steele

Chris Ogan

Charlene Wheeler

T/J Garl

NURSERY
CRUCIFER

Margaret Harter

Haley Garl

Lauren Wright

Kim Filiatrault

Christiana Redman Cindy Ohslund

Margaret Harter

September 2015
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1

2

3

Worship Co 6:30 pm

Mission Co 6:45 pm

Building Com 10 am
Choir Practice 7 pm

9

6 Worship @ 8:30 & 10:15

7

8

Education Hour 9:45 am
Culture of Conversation 9:45 am

Church oﬃce closed

Altar Guild 5:30 pm

13 Worship @ 8:30 & 10:15

14

15

Education Hour 9:45 am
God’s Work our Hands

Book of Faith 7 pm

20 Worship @ 8:30 & 10:15

21

22

Mission Sunday
Education Hour 9:45
Congregation Council 12:30
Bach Cantata 2:30 pm
Youth Group 5:30 pm

Bible study 1 pm
Community Band
7 pm

U Club Yoga 10:00

27 Worship @ 8:30 & 10:15

28

29

Education Hour 9:45 am

Spinners/Weavers
7pm
Community Band
7pm

U Club Yoga 10:00
Lace Guild 7 pm

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

4

5

10

11

12

Finance Co 6:00 pm
Choir Practice 7 pm

Hannah Powell recital
7 pm

Property Co 10
am

16

17

18

19

Capital Campaign
Special Events 7pm

Choir Practice 7 pm

23

24

25

26

Choir Practice 7 pm

Conﬁrmation Retreat

Conﬁrmation
Retreat

30

Council Retreat
10 – 2 pm

