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Hymns of Praise
As we approach Thanksgiving—a time for gratitude, thanks, and praise—it is appropriate to speak in
some detail about the “Hymn of Praise” that is a regular feature of our worship
Many may not be aware that there is a group of folks at St. Thomas who concern themselves with
liturgical renewal. The group has included Amy Balcam, Dawn Bakken, Doug Bauder, Marie Fleming, Jerry
Smith, Pamela Smith, and me. It is to them (and others) that we owe thanks for the greater variety of
musical expression in the slot historically occupied by the “Lamb of God.” With the option used in the last
several weeks, I simply cannot get “Christ Our Peace” out of my head. An “Ear-worm” I think this is called.
Sometimes irritating, but evidence that our liturgical choices become a part of us and shape us (our faith,
practice, and understanding). “Christ, our peace, you break down the walls that divide us; Christ, our peace,
come, make us one body in you.” May this be so!
Beginning in late November, additional options for the “Hymn of Praise” will begin to appear in our
liturgies. We provide these new options for a number of reasons, and the Worship Committee hopes you
will offer feedback on the choices they made of our behalf. They seek to express varied biblical aspects of
the divine mystery.
Here are a few of the principles considered in selecting new hymns of praise:






Inclusive Language: Because masculine gender is woven into our inherited language about, and
therefore our images of, God, texts less centered on male imagery for the first person of the Trinity
were sought.
Images of God: Because we apprehend God in many ways, including but not limited to
personification, texts were selected that affirm other ways in which people experience the Divine
Presence.
Concepts of Salvation: Because substitutionary atonement is woven into our beloved hymnody,
other versions of redemptive theology (including ransom, example, and event) are offered.






Lifting Up Creation: Texts affirming the sacred value of the whole creation and our calling to care for
it were sought.
Worldwide Communion: As part of a worldwide fellowship of Lutherans, music and texts from other
cultures are included.
Liturgical Sensitivity: Seasonal hymns of praise add to the congregation’s experience of these
seasons.
Simplicity: Ease of singing, with fresh and authentic texts and tunes is required.

I applaud the work of the Liturgical Renewal group and the Worship Committee. I trust that the new
options for offering prayer and praise as a congregation will be enlightening and enriching both to our
worship and to our lives of faith and service.
Grace, peace, and praise,
Pastor Lyle

Experiencing the Joy of Generosity!
Thank you for your prayerful attention in October to the “Experiencing the Joy of Generosity!” letter,
messages, and invitations. We trust that the reflections, both personal and biblical, were a blessing to you
for your growth in spirit and giving.
As Paul reminds us in his Corinthian correspondence, God inspires our generosity for the sake of
mutual up building. One person is in need and others give so that the need is met. “Your abundance at the
present time should supply their need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness" (2
Corinthians 8:14).
God wants our giving to be joyful and fulfilling. Through our giving, we worship and honor our Lord.
Giving expresses our gratitude for God’s love and grace given to us through Christ. Giving can fill the
hunger pangs of a child. It can help the homeless and helpless, and it can support the ministry of our
congregation here and around the world. As we share God’s abundance, may we all find joy in sharing
God’s blessings.
As we have in the past, we are asking that members prayerfully consider increasing their pledges by
one percent of their income. This is a very effective way to grow to the biblical norm of the tithe (ten
percent) and beyond.
If you haven’t yet done so, please place your pledge cards and Time & Talent sheets in the offering
plate during an upcoming worship service, or send them to the church.
Thank you for your generous and joyous stewardship of all that God provides.

All Saints Sunday
On All Saints Sunday (November 4th), we will remember in prayer those who have joined the Church
Triumphant over the past year. We will remember Sarah Boyles, John Harder and Charles Sweet. Those in
attendance at worship that day will have the opportunity to add the names of family and friends for
inclusion in our prayers.

Congregational Meeting – November 14
Following the 11:00 A.M. Worship Service
Our Annual Congregational Budget Meeting is set for Sunday, November 14h following the late service that
day. Regular worship services will be held at 8:30 & 11 am. The annual budget meeting will be at 12:30 in
the Sanctuary. The 2019 budget and a recap of 2018 fiscal year are the only items on the agenda. We
expect the meeting to be brief and no luncheon will follow.

Things We Learned About the Book of Revelation
As your pastor, I believe our perspectives on biblical prophecy are very important, so I want to share a
summary of learnings gleaned from our recent “Book of Faith” study of Revelation. As I have often said, it
is essential that we understand that scripture that speaks with a prophetic voice intends to tell the truth—
NOT tell the future. An easy way to remember this is: prophecy is about forth-telling, not foretelling. The
bible does not claim to tell the future; it claims to know that God’s reign will endure.










Revelation is a word of encouragement to a number of real communities that John knew.
These words were decipherable to their first audiences. John is not an esoteric writer but a pastoral
theologian.
Revelation is about the present at least as much as it is about the future. John imagines a future
characterized by God’s deliverance and justice; that message intends to shape how those churches
lived in the present.
It is about faith and hope, not fear, confusion, or anxiety. The good news is that God’s reign knows
no end.
John seems to assume that others will read his visions. We are properly recipients of this good news
as well.
We need to counter the prevalent idea that this book (and others) are a complex cypher that only
the enlightened can decode. It is intended to be understood by those to whom it was originally
directed as inspiring hope for the future—NOT fear!
Revelation does not provide an excuse to sit on our hands as we await the end (or, as is the case for
many poor interpreters these days, seek to hasten it!). Rather, it seeks to remind us about what is
important, help us sharpen our vision, fill out our hopes, and express our deepest fears. All with the
intention of helping us to live well in the present moment, not giving in to despair, but holding and
beholding a vision of restoration, renewal, and the overcoming of the evil powers that hold sway in
our time.

Blessings upon you as you engage this difficult book. It is exceedingly important that at least a few
Christians grasp something of its true import.

St. Thomas Mission Endowment Fund Call for Proposals
The Mission Endowment Fund provides funding for special projects at St. Thomas Lutheran Church, local
outreach, and missions beyond the local community. Distributions from the endowment are made
quarterly and are for programs or projects not already supported by the congregation’s budget. Any
member of St. Thomas may submit a proposal by completing the paper or electronic forms available from
the church office. If you have a project in need of funding, please submit an application by one of the
quarterly deadlines: before the first day of February, May, and August, and November. If you have
questions, please contact the office or David Daleke, Chair of the Mission Endowment Fund Committee.

Congratulation to Our Confirmands
The congregation congratulates Kenna Dimick, Alice Madsen, and Sam Polansky on completing the
requirements for our confirmation program at St. Thomas Church. They engaged in class work, retreats,
memorization, and service to the congregation and community. They presented their confirmation
testimonies at worship on Reformation Sunday, October 28th.
May God continue to bless each of them with wisdom, growth in faith, and a spirit of joyful service to their
Lord and the Church.

It's Time to Put the St. Thomas Community Garden to Bed !
Our final Work Day of the season will be on Saturday, November 3 from 10:00 AM-Noon. Gardeners are
asked to clear their plots of plant material except for hardy plants like kale or root veggies. Straw will be
provided for covering the bare soil. If you are planning to garden the same space next season, it is fine to
plant garlic and spring bulbs now. Please notify the office of your plans and pay in advance for next year.
We will continue to clear the paths and central herb garden. We will store the hoses and water cans .

Spiritual Growth Groups
We had a well-attended and active Spiritual Growth Groups Fair in October! New ideas were launched, and
many signed up for groups already in existence. You can still sign up to be a part of these groups. This
year, we are offering the following groups:
Intergenerational Fiber Arts Group: Bring a craft to work on, learn a new craft, enjoy fellowship a
conversation, and munch on some snacks! Create your own project, collaborate on a project, or work
on a service project. This group is open to all ages, all crafts, and all skill levels. Contact: Leah Iversen
(leahbethsinn@hotmail.com).
Men’s Fellowship Group: Get together with other STLC guys to enjoy conversation, fellowship, and
laughter! Get to know one another at a deeper level and discuss issues that are important to you. Join
in on a Bible study or just enjoy our time together! First meeting date TBD. Contact: Tim Smith
(smithtim@indiana.edu) or the church office.
Parents’ Café: Did you know that as a parent you are your child's most influential spiritual model and
teacher? Parents' Café Spiritual Growth Group will meet every Sunday morning during the Education
Hour for coffee and conversation. Our focus will be strengthening one another for fostering faith at
home. We will share tips and tools. We will study scripture. We will pray. And, in the process, we'll get
to know one another a little (or a lot!) better.
Our initial discussion-starter resource will be "99 Ways to Raise Spiritually Healthy Children" by
Kathleen Long Bostrom. In the future, we may turn our attention to current events or topics. How about
an Advent theme around non-consumeristic ways to celebrate Christmas? Feel free to drop in when
you can!
Meeting dates are TBD. First organizational meeting is October 28, 9:45 am, in the Conference Room.
Contact: Marie Fleming (flemingmf@comcast.net).
Lively Older Lutherans: If you are a retired member of our congregation, join us for fellowship, lunch, and
conversation. Enjoy a Wednesday soup and bread (and dessert, of course) lunch at church. Volunteers
can provide soup, bread, dessert, or all three! Coffee will be provided. We’ll discuss future meetings and
ideas for activities. We will be meeting Wednesdays, 12 noon, STLC Room 16/17, starting November
7th. Contact: Ruth Rives (ruthrives@gmail.com) (812-331-0341) or Amy Balcam (928aab@gmail.com).

Women’s Bible Study: Join us for every second Sunday of the month for a women’s Bible study based on
the monthly Bible study from Women of the ELCA’s Gather Magazine. Let’s journey together each
month! This Bible study will not conflict with the dates that Living the Questions meets. If you
subscribe to Gather Magazine, feel free to bring your copy. Copies of the Bible study will also be
provided. Feel free to attend when you can! We will meet in Rooms 16/17. Contact: Kari Esarey
(kesary@mccsc.edu).
Collage-Making: Learn to make a collage for loved ones that is sure to become a treasured heirloom!
Collages are great gifts for Christmas, birthdays, confirmations, graduations, weddings, and to celebrate
a new member of the family. A sample collage will be shown as a way to generate ideas and
inspiration. Meeting date: TBD. Contact: Ruth Rives (ruthrives@gmail.com) (812-331-0341).
STLC Euchre-ists: Get together with other euchre enthusiasts for fun and all things euchre. Don’t know
how to play? Join us and we’ll teach you! It’s been scientifically proven that playing euchre adds
positively to the quality of one’s life (😉). Meeting dates and times TBD. Contact: Sam Eichmiller
(sam.eichmiller@yahoo.com).
Women’s Book Club: This group provides an opportunity for STLC women to get together to discuss a
book (read by group members beforehand), as well as to get to know each another more deeply and
enjoy fellowship with one another!
Potential Books: “Jesus Feminist” by Sarah Bessey
“7: An Experimental Mutiny Against Excess (The 7 Experiment)” by Jen Hatmaker
“Falling Upward” by Richard Rohr
Meeting dates and times TBD, rotate homes of members who are able/willing. Contact: Stephanie
Hulett (knipsteinhulett@gmail.com), Amy Balcam (928aab@gmail.com).
Young Adults Group: Joins us 20-through-30-somethings for conversation and fellowship specific to this
time in our lives! Meeting dates and times TBD. Contact: Megan White
(megan.white.1994@gmail.com).
Intercessory Prayer Group: Join with others in praying for those in need, our world, and for each other!
Meeting dates and times TBD. Contact: Susan Colston (skcolston@aol.com).
Games & Gab: Get together for games and fellowship. Get to know one another better and find out who
has a competitive streak in their personality! Beginner, intermediate, and advanced game players are
welcome. Bring a game of your own or play one brought by others. Families are welcome! Meeting
dates and times TBD. Contact: Susan Colston (skcolston@aol.com).
Sister Parish Prayer Partners: The Sister Parish Committee is starting a prayer partnership with our Sister
Parish friends in Chichipate! We will each send a photo of ourselves with our names, ages, basic family
information, profession, and anything for which we’d like to receive prayers. We will receive similar
information from Sister Parish. We are committing to pray for our prayer partner once a day. No
specific meeting dates or times are necessary. Contact: Amy Balcam (928aab@gmail.com).
Dinners for Eight: Groups of eight people will get together to plan meals and take turns hosting in their
homes. Games and other activities may also be planned. Choose a meal theme (e.g., Italian, German,
Swedish, Eritrean, etc.) if you’d like! This is a meaningful way to get to know others in the church.
Please feel free to sign up even if you can't host a dinner! Dinners will start in January. Contact: Missy
Eichmiller (missyeichmiller@gmail.com).
Iona Prayer Group: The Iona Prayer Group meets together to pray using the Iona Community method of
prayer. The Iona Community is an ecumenical Christian community of women and men who seek to
live out the Gospel in a way that is radical, inclusive and relevant to life in the 21st century
(https://iona.org.uk/). Meeting dates and times TBD. Contact: Margaret Harter (marg_hrtr@yahoo.com)
or (812) 334-1455.

Sunday School Hygiene Drive for Interfaith Winter Shelter
The Sunday School children are seeking donations of travel-sized personal hygiene products. We are
working on "care packages/goody bags" for the Interfaith Winter Shelter, which will include a decorated
bag containing cookies, socks, and personal hygiene items. Hotel sample sizes of shampoo, conditioner,
soap, and lotion would work great, as well as sample sizes purchased at Target, Dollar Tree, etc. Please put
your donations in the box marked "Sunday School Project" in the Narthex (near the Welcome
Table). Thank you!

Grades 4-6 Want YOU!
Our Grades 4-6 classroom would like to invite STLC adults to take a turn in assisting in their classroom on
Sundays. No preparation is necessary, just your presence! It’s helpful to have another adult in the classroom
to help students with activities. Please contact Stephanie Hulett (knipsteinhulett@gmail.com) or Amy Balcam
(928aab@gmail.com) to sign up.

Sunday School Christmas Program Practice
It’s time to start practicing for the children’s Christmas Program! This year we will be performing “Las
Posadas”, a religious observance celebrated in Latin America, Mexico, Guatemala, Cuba, and by people of
Hispanic heritage in the U.S. This year’s program is directed by Melissa deGraaf (mjdegraaf76@gmail.com)
and Sarah Ratzburg (sarahratzburg@gmail.com).
Practice Schedule:
Most practices will be held the first ½ hour of Sunday School in Rooms 16/17:
October 28
November 4
November 11
December 2
December 9
Saturday, December 15, 9 am – 11 am in Sanctuary
December 16: Last Rehearsal and Set Up in Sanctuary between services
December 16, 11 am Service: Christmas Program!

Adult Forum for November
November 4: Living the Questions
November 11: “Sharing the Christmas Story with Children & Teens” with Pamela Smith – meet in Heritage
Hall
November 18: Living the Questions
November 25: Thanksgiving Break – no classes

Lively Older Lutherans Group Starts November 7th!
Lively Older Lutherans will start their lunch get-togethers at 12 pm on November 7th at STLC. If you are of
retirement age or above, come join us for a soup-bread-dessert lunch in Rooms 16/17 and enjoy time for
fellowship! If you are interested in attending and/or would like to offer soup, bread, or dessert, please
contact Ruth Rives (ruthrives@gmail.com) (812-331-0341) or Amy Balcam (928aab@gmail.com) (812-3253938). We look forward to this time together!

Youth Group
November 4: Rachel Kurtz Concert in Indy OR Youth Group at STLC (stay tuned!)
November 18: 5:30 pm – 8:30 pm: Youth Group at STLC – “Gratefulness”

Getting from There to Here
Members of St. Thomas continue our work and joy in connecting with our Sister Parish in Chichipate,
Guatemala. We have set a goal to host a delegation of our Mayan brothers and sisters in Bloomington in
April of 2020! We request your prayers, time, talents, homes, and financial support to help make this a
reality.
The local Sister Parish Committee will provide more specifics as plans firm up. You will be invited to connect
and participate in many fulfilling ways.
Call for Leadership – Recycled Art Sale targeted for August 2019. Be one of the first to jump in and help in
planning this special event. Please contact Suzanne Halverson if this project interests you.

The mission of Sister Parish is to foster mutual understanding and commitment to
peace and justice among people in the United States and Central America.
The vision of Sister Parish is that we believe the Kingdom of God is already present but
not complete, and the liberating Gospel calls us to work together to build this Kingdom
through:
 Consciousness-Raising
We will seek to transform the world by sharing each other’s experiences so that we
can better understand and overcome the sources of injustice and oppression.
 Solidarity
By putting ourselves in the reality of others and by building an interdependent
community of brothers and sisters within and among countries, we will promote
mutual respect and dignity for all people, advocate for human rights, and work for
social and economic justice for all.
 Reconciliation
We will live in peace with one another by finding the courage to recognize our own
failings and to forgive each other despite the history of violence that has caused so
much pain.
 Ecumenism
We will accept each other and respect each person’s beliefs and practices, as we
unite to work together so that all may share equally in the fullness of God’s
creation.

What would it be like to know that someone was praying for you
Every Day?
You can have that experience through Sister Parish Prayer Partners! We will be sending photos, basic
information, and a prayer request to prayer partners in Chichipate, and they will send us the same
information. Your only commitment is to pray for your prayer partner every day! Send a photo, basic
information (your name, your age, a little about your family, your occupation, etc.), and something that
your partner can pray about to: Amy Balcam, 928aab@gmail.com.

Feast with the Saints!
Dine out at BJ's, located in the College Mall parking lot, on Thursday, November 1 from 5-9:30. You'll feel
saintly when you enjoy a great meal in the company of friends, knowing that you're supporting the good
work of the St. Vincent de Paul Society. Show your flyer and BJ's will donate 20% of what you spend (not
including alcohol) to help provide personal assistance for those in need in our community. Get your flyer
and learn more: https://www.svdpbloomington.org/ Show the barcode on the flyer (either the paper
version or the electronic version) to your server at BJ's.
One barcode per receipt/bill.

- Community Thanksgiving Service –
The Service will be Tuesday, November 20th,
7 pm. Place has not yet been decided. We
will update you on this event as we know
more.

November Pantry
Needs For MCUM
Food: canned fruit (no pineapple)
baking mixes & pie crust mixes
canned veggies (esp. green peas &
potatoes)
soups – veggie, tomato, cream of
chicken or mushroom
dried beans and peanut butter
Cleaning Closet Items:
Underwear – men’s sizes 32-36
Tube socks for winter
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November Birthdays
11/1

Lyle McKee

11/4

Nick May, Victoria Hoppes

11/5

Andrew Watters

11/7

Kathleen Boggess, Susan Colston

11/9

Mary Thomason-Smith

11/12 Lyman Hitchcock, Kris Stewart
11/16 Ron Ohslund
11/18 Karlyn Grise

“Save the Date”
A celebration of Kaye’s 34 years
of serving St. Thomas
Saturday, January 26, 2019
5 PM - 7 PM

11/19 Chris Smith
11/20 David Polansky
11/22 Kaye Hill
11/23 Martha Seaman
11/27 Gail Bourkland

11/26 Gary & Helen Ingersoll

52 yrs

11/28 Dennis Baurle

11/27 Darrell & Kathleen Boggess 47 yrs

11/29 Jim Halvorson

11/27 Jerry & Betty Smith

64 yrs

11/30 Michael Laros, Natalie Schacht

Church Women United
2018 World Community Day
Reaching For Wholeness
IN HARMONY
With God's People
Friday, November 2, 2018
Program at 11:00/light lunch following
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
4235 West 3rd Street
Please bring items to donate to the Shalom Center:
White crew socks, travel-size toothpaste,
deodorant, razors, briefs (men/women) and winter
coats.
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Our mailing address is:
St. Thomas Lutheran Church
3800 East Third Street
Bloomington, IN 47401
www.stlconline.org
Unsubscribe from this list or update
your preferences by emailing:
kayehill@stlconline.org

2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1

FRIDAY

2

Adult Choir rehearses
7p

4

7

8

Community Band 7 p

U Club Yoga 10:00
Worship Committee
6:30 p

Friday Musicale Board
9:30 am
Lively Older
Lutherans Lunch
12:00 pm

Adult Choir rehearses
7p

12

13

14

15

Education Hour 9:45a
Women's Bible Study 9:45 a

Community Band 7 p

U Club Yoga 10:00

18

19

20

Education Hour 9:45a
Living the Questions 9:45a
Congregational Budget Meeting 12:30
Student Voice Recital 4:30 p
Youth Group 5:30 p

Community Band 7 p
Spinners/Weavers 7 p

U Club Yoga 10:00
Community
Thanksgiving Service
7p

25

26

27

Community Band 7 p

U Club Yoga 10:00

Worship@ 8:30 & 11:00

5

All Saints Sunday
New Members received
Education Hour 9:45a
Living the Questions 9:45a

6

Youth Group 5:30 p

11

Worship@ 8:30 & 11:00

Worship@ 8:30 & 11:00

Worship@ 8:30 & 11:00
Christ the King Sunday

SATURDAY

3
Property Co 10a
Garden
workday 10a

9

10

16

17

23

24

Adult Choir rehearses
7p

21

22

Church Office
Closed
Church Office closed

28

29
Adult Choir rehearses
7p

30

November - December Volunteers

Nov 4*

Nov 11

Nov 18*

Nov 25

Dec 2*

Dec 9

Dec 16*

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

ASST MINISTER

R Hershberger

Gail Seegert

Debbie Witt

K Boggess

Sonja Dorr Binder

Gail Seegert

David Rolfing

LECTOR

Kent Unger

Lynn Coyne

David Ellies

Matt Marsh

Sacha Arterberry

John Bush

Kris Stewart

ACOLYTE

Irene Fogleman

Matthew Schacht

Lilly Rademacher

Audrey Knipstein

Max Arterberry

Matt Schacht

Irene Fogleman

SERVER

Barb Unger

Jean Brown

Gene Laughman

David Ellies

Mary Sasse

Karlyn Grise

Martha Selk

USHERS

G/G Laughman

Gallien/Strentz

L/U Coyne

F/ML Nierzwicki

D/D Nixon

J/M Doering

G/G Laughman

GREETERS

K/B Unger

J/J Bush

G/G Laughman
David Ellies

David Ellies

C/S Arterberry

Mary Sasse

CRUCIFER

Evelyn Neimeyer
Barb Unger

FLOWERS

J/R Steele

Kris Stewart

D/K Boggess

T/M Smith

Debbie Witt

J/S Ratzburg
BREAD/WINE

F/ML Nierwicki

Jean Brown

D/L Newkirk

V Polansky

Mary Sasse

D/S Arnold

G Moehlmann

COUNCIL CO

Tim Smith

Liz Gaskins

Cindy Gallien

Ronna Papesh

Frank Nierzwicki

Dawn Bakken

Ashley Ahlbrand

Ashley Ahlbrand

Kim Filiatrault

Ronna Papesh

Ronna Papesh

Tim Smith

G Moehlmann

Ronna Papesh

Ute Coyne
Jan Sinn

Evelyn Niemeyer
Betty Smith

Shirley Mingee
Charlene Brown

Cindy Gallien
Pauline Caldwell

Ute Coyne
Jan Sinn

Shirley Mingee
Susan Lehr

Gail Seegert
Carole Kirsch

ALTAR GUILD

Nov 4

Nov 11*

Nov 18

Nov 25*

Dec 2

Dec 9*

Dec 16

11:00 AM

11:00 AM

11:00 AM

11:00 AM

11:00 AM

11:00 AM

11:00 AM

ASST MINISTER

Natalie Schacht

Mike Witt

Amy Balcam

Tim Smith

Lindsey Smith

Lyman Hitchcock

Ashley Ahlbrand

LECTOR

Cindy Ohslund

Kari Esarey

Margaret Harter

Peter Iversen

G Moehlmann

Ashley Ahlbrand

Mary Smith

ACOLYTE

Kenna Dimick

Truman Daleke

Molly Wyatt

Sam Polansky

Nina Daleke

Noah Smith

Koral Dimick

SERVER

Truman Daleke

Chris Ogan

G Moehlmann

Dean Arnold

David Daleke

Sandy Arnold

Lyman Hitchcock

USHERS

Oshlund/McDonald P/L May

Kaye Hill

Baurle/Filiatrault

Dean Arnold

P/L May

Kaye Hill

GREETER

Debbie Moore
Truman Daleke

C/K McDonald

R/N Nye
Dean Arnold

B/J Smith

T/J Garl

Ruth Rives

CRUCIFER

Kari Esarey

