__________________________________________________________________________
Pastor's Column…
I am so very happy to be in Bloomington and serving as interim pastor at St. Thomas! I love how you do
ministry here and I’m honored to be a part of it. Thank you for welcoming me (and Oliver!) so warmly. It’s
sure a blast getting to know you and I hope you will be patient with me as I continue to put names with
faces.
Here are a few things you might want to know about me: First, my wife, Vicki, died of pancreatic cancer
last December at the age of 59. Although it was a horrible and painful experience, I was also tremendously
blessed throughout. So it goes with our God.
Second, I have four children – David (40), Erin (28), Sarah (27) and Andy (24) – two children-in-law
(Rachel and Ryan) and two grandsons (Logan and Caleb). All of them live in Minnesota. Now you know the
main reason why I plan to move back north when our time together is over!
As I write this, it is Wednesday October 23 and I am sitting in a coffee shop in Rochester, Minnesota. I
drove to Rochester yesterday after a meeting at the I-K Synod office. I came back this week because my
daughter-in-law, Rachel, is throwing a surprise 40th birthday party for my son, David, this coming weekend.
I truly hate to miss Reformation/Confirmation Sunday at St. Thomas, but my son’s 40 th birthday seemed like
the sort of thing a father shouldn’t miss! I know that the church will be in very capable hands this Sunday,
however, because our very own Amy Bartleson Balcam will be preaching, confirming, and presiding at Holy
Communion (per Bishop Gafkjen’s approval). I think St. Thomas is lucky to have Amy; she is a gift to this
church and will grow into an amazing pastor.
Speaking of confirmation, last Sunday after the vote to elect the call committee (keep them in your
prayers!) Amy and the four students affirming their baptism this year were in the sanctuary walking
through the confirmation service. I have to admit that I had lost track of Oliver. The last I had seen him, a
number of our younger members were playing with him. I glanced around looking for him and noticed that
one of the students was holding Oliver in her arms. When it came time for her to step into the pulpit to
read a bit of her faith statement, she was still holding Oliver. When she finished and stepped out of the
pulpit, she dutifully handed him to the next student who also held him in his arms during his time in the
pulpit. All four students did this, handing off this sort of “liturgical support dog” to each other. I think I
broke their hearts when I informed them that Oliver won’t be here that Sunday. But how cool would that
have been had they done this when they read their faith statements!
++++++++++++++++++
As you may be aware already, I serve you as St. Thomas’s interim pastor. This means that I am, first and
foremost, your pastor. At least until you call your next pastor, and your next pastor will not be me.
(Seriously. It’s in my contract.) Besides serving as your pastor, I have also promised church council that I will
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do two other things. First, I will ask you all sorts of questions so that I can understand why you do the
things you do in the way that you do them. Second, I will give you every Great Opinion (G.O.) I have about
St. Thomas. I do not have a stick to hit you with if you don’t act on any of my G.O.’s, but I’m pretty good at
what I do so I’m willing to bet that one or two of these G.O.’s might be worth something to you.
One of my early G.O.’s was to suggest a new practice on All Saint’s Sunday (Nov. 3). In addition to
putting slips of paper into the bulletins for members to write names of loved ones who have died this past
year, we will also invite people to light a candle in their memory. A container filled with sand will be placed
in front of the altar; long, tapered candles will be available on either side. During the processional hymn, all
will be invited to come forward, light a candle or two, and place them in the container of sand. These
candles will burn throughout the rest of the service, a visual reminder of all the “saints in light.” Ushers will
be available to assist in this process and to ensure that all the candles are secure and upright in the sand.
I have been a part of many All Saints worship services that have included lighting candles in memory of
loved ones; each time I have been moved to tears. All Saints is a bitter-sweet Sunday. We acknowledge the
reality of death and the profound grief it brings. At the same time, we celebrate the very good news that
death does not win. Jesus Christ has defeated every enemy that could possibly separate us from the love of
God, including death.
Thank you again for inviting me to be a part of this beautiful community of faith. I look forward to
continuing to get to know everyone!
Joy and peace in Christ,
Pastor Darby

From the Congregation Council:
St. Thomas Call Committee Elected
At a special meeting of the congregation on Sunday, October 20, the congregation elected the six members
of our call committee. These individuals will, with the assistance of the congregational council, engage the
congregation in a discernment process about our hopes and goals for our congregation moving forward and
for our new pastor. The call committee is responsible for the Ministry Site Profile, a detailed document
that will go online at the ELCA website and will present our congregation to pastors interested in a new call.
The committee will also be responsible for the confidential process of interviewing candidates (as
presented by the IK Synod) and finally recommending a candidate to the congregational council.
The members of the call committee, as elected by the congregation, are:
Sacha Arterberry, Haley Garl, Liz Gaskins, Peter Iversen, Gayl Laughman, and Lindsey Smith

Annual Budget Meeting, Sunday, November 10
On Sunday, November 10, at 12:30, the congregation will hold its annual meeting to approve our yearly
budget. Please plan to stay after the late service for a brief and important meeting.
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**Want an extra hour of sleep? You got it! **
Remember that Daylight Savings Time ends on November 3rd! Set your
clocks back one hour before bed on Saturday night, November 2.

Education
Sunday, November 24 – Thanksgiving Break — No Classes
Adult Forum
Nov. 3 & 17: Saving Jesus Redux
Nov 10: Title: What Do Americans think about Refugees and Immigrants and why?
Chris Ogan will share the outcome of a 2018 national survey of 1031 adults that examines
attitudes toward refugees and immigrants across the country and the relationships between
polarization, support of populism, partisanship and the media use of the respondents. During this
forum we will take time to discuss how St. Thomas might take some specific actions for social
change regarding the refugees and asylum seekers in our own country, and perhaps elsewhere.
Women's Bible Study – November 10
Come all women, and men if you wish! We meet every 2nd Sunday of the month in room 16/17 at 9:45.
Kari Esarey supplies the materials —or if you get the Gather Magazine, bring that with you.

Blessings and Congratulations to the 2019 Confirmation Class

Left to right: Matthew Schacht, Koral Dimick, Amy Bartleson Balcam, Sarah Goldsworthy, Truman Daleke
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Youth Group
Sunday, November 10 @ STLC from 5:30 – 7:30 pm:
Thanksgiving/Gratefulness (What are YOU grateful for?)

Mission New
From Naomi Sveholm in Bratislava:
In my new role as Education Coordinator for the Central Europe Teacher’s Program, I’ve exchanged many
messages with new and returning teachers. The biggest commitment so far, however, has been the fall site
visits, where a group from the ELCA visits each of the schools we have a partnership with: six schools in
Slovakia and one in Poland (plus a bonus meeting with a diaconal education organization). More than 15
hours in the car over the course of four days and our group of five had met the administrators of all seven
schools and been stuffed full of hospitality in the form of lunch, coffee, sweets, and gifts.
One of the people I traveled with was David Wunsch, who some of you may remember supporting when he
was posted in Argentina some years ago, but is now working in the Global Mission office in Chicago. He and
I found many connections through St. Thomas and my time studying in Argentina.
It was fascinating to observe the differences at each school. They all have a unique feel and hosted a variety
of conversations. We checked in with all the teachers and I was able to experience most of them actually
teaching in their classrooms. It’s also a time of transition in the CET program, with hopes of bringing in
more trained teachers through a partnership with California Lutheran University and trying to make sure
the right people know about the program. If you or someone you know is considering an experience like
teaching English in Central Europe, please contact us and we will be happy to share our very real
experiences, positive and negative.
We would’ve had a very hard time managing the trip if not for the gift of Nick’s parents, who arrived in
Bratislava a day and a half before I left. They took care of a sick four-year-old and a very energetic toddler
while Nick was at school as usual. (We had predictions going about whether the 14-month-old would be
weaned when I returned. He was not weaned, although he managed fine without me thanks to lots of love
and care.)
While the big news recently is the successful site visits and an upcoming retreat I’m co-leading, we can also
report that we have reliable child care after discovering who is not reliable many times over. Despite quite
a bit of frustration, we are thankful for the wider network this experience has given us. Our four-year-old is
attending preschool with the pastor’s son. Classes are going well, too, and Nick, who is teaching the seniors
as they prepare for their graduation exams, has already been out to a very formal event hosted by one of
the senior classes to celebrate their upcoming graduation this spring. It’s more important than prom and
graduation combined and culminated with receiving a personalized ribbon symbolizing the upcoming
transitions for the senior class.
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And thanks to a lot of car time, I’ve finally finished knitting the baby blanket for our second child. The
weather is already making it useful.
God’s peace to you.
***
Nick and Naomi are teaching in Slovakia with the kids as representatives of ELCA's Global Mission program.
They've asked the people of St. Thomas to contribute towards their paperwork and transportation
expenses; if you'd like to contribute, just mark SVEHOLM on the memo line of your check to St. Thomas.
At the Evangelical Lyceum of Bratislava,
school administrators met with ELCA
delegates. Pictured L to R: Naomi
Sveholm (Education Coordinator,
Central Europe Teachers), Edita
Prostredníková (Director, Lyceum),
David Wunsch (Director for Unit
Operations and Programs, ELCA), Jana
Griačová (Vice-Director, Lyceum),
Viking Dietrich (Regional
Representative for EuMENA, ELCA).

From Nathan Pratt, St Thomas member and seminarian:
Dear St. Thomas Family,
Greetings from Philadelphia! My first term of seminary coursework is off to a good start. I'm learning so
much, not only from my professors, but from an amazing and diverse cohort of fellow seminarians. Sierra
and I do miss our hometown from time to time, but it has also been exciting to explore the city and settle
into life on campus. Many thanks for your prayers and support, and we look forward to seeing you again
over the holidays!
Much love,
Nathan

From the St. Thomas Mission Committee
St. Thomas will soon begin collecting donations of winter coats, hats, gloves and
scarves for students (and their parents) enrolled in the Newcomer Program at
Northwest Middle School in Indianapolis. The Newcomer Program supports
recent immigrants and refugees. It is open to students in grades 3–9 who are new
to the United States within the last year and who have scored a level 1, 2 or 3 on
the ACCESS Placement Test. Students in the program learn English and core
content at the same time. The program is free to all eligible Indianapolis Public
School students. Many of the students and families who participate in the
Newcomer Program are preparing to face their first cold winter.
More details about this winter coat drive are coming soon.
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Taking Care of our Property and Each Other
The photos say it all! On October 12th, an energetic group of St. Thomas members worked from 10 – 12 and
made possible this transformation of the garage. Thank you to Kathleen Boggess, Sonja Dorr Binder, Sam
Eichmiller, Kaye Hill, Randy Nye, Jim Pankow, Sam Polansky, Dan Seegert Debbie Selk, and Kristine Stewart.

Ta-Da!
Garden News: With 18 out of 40 plots reporting on the chart in the narthex, 300 pounds of produce were
donated to Mother Hubbard's Cupboard this season.
On Saturday, November 2nd, from 10am-12pm, gardeners
will put their beds to sleep for the winter.
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Prayer Chain
We have a leader for a newly re-forming prayer chain and welcome all who feel called to participate in a
prayer chain. Susan Colston will be the Prayer Chain coordinator and will provide more information soon!

Events
Interfaith Community Thanksgiving Service will be held at St. Thomas on Tuesday,
November 26 at 7:00 pm.
Looking Ahead: Advent Family Dinner & Activity is coming up on December 1st!
This is a well-attended event for all ages! Look for a signup in the Narthex mid-November. Our Advent craft
this year will be an Advent Candle (see picture for example). A good time is always had by all!

Sunday, December 1, the First Sunday in Advent, after the 11:00
service, please stay to help decorate the sanctuary and narthex. No
experience required!

Advent Midweek Worship will be held at noon and 7:00 p.m. on December 4, 11, and 18.

Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding;
"Christ is nigh," it seems to say;
"Cast away the works of darkness
O ye children of the day!"
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Celebrate!
After 25 years, Doug Bauder is retiring from his position as Director of IU’s LGBTQ+ Center.
A brunch in his honor will be held on Sunday, November 17 from 11am-1pm
in the Solarium of the Indiana Memorial Union.
The reception is free and open to the public and you are welcome to stop by after either service that day.

November Birthdays and Anniversaries
11/4 Victoria Hoppes, Nick May
11/5 Drew Watters
11/7 Kathleen Boggess, Susan
Colston
11/9 Mary Thomason-Smith
11/12 Lyman Hitchcock, Kristine
Stewart
11/18 Karlyn Grise

11/19 Chris Smith
11/23 Martha Seaman
11/22 Kaye Hill
11/27 Gail Bourkland
11/28 Dennis Baurle
11/29 Jim Halvorson
11/30 Dante Fawbush, Mike
Laros, Natalie Schacht

11/26 Gary & Helen Ingersoll
53rd Wedding Anniversary
11/27 Darrell & Kathleen Boggess
48th Wedding Anniversary
11/27 Jerry & Betty Smith
65th Wedding Anniversary

Unsubscribe from this list or update your preferences by emailing: susank@stlconline.org
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Worship Volunteers

November 10 - December 22 , 2019

*=Choir

NOV 10

NOV 17*

NOV 24

DEC 1*

DEC 8

DEC 15*

DEC 22

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

8:30 AM

ASST MINISTER Natalie Schacht

R Hershberger

Lindsey Smith

Kathleen Boggess Natalie Schacht

Sonja Dorr Binder Lindsey Smith

LECTOR

Kent Unger

David Ellies

Lynn Coyne

Pauline Caldwell

Del Newkirk

Carl Ziegler

Judy Bush

ACOLYTE

Matthew Schacht Audrey Knipstein

Arno Risner

Nina Daleke

Max Arterberry

Arno Risner

Sophia Rust

SERVER

Gene Laughman

Letty Newkirk

Barb Unger

Charlene Braun

M L Nierzwicki

K Boggess

Martha Selk

USHERS

J/M Doering

L/U Coyne

Strentz/ Newkirk

F/ML Nierzwicki

G/G Laughman

J/M Doering

Strentz/Newkirk

GREETERS

J /J Bush

Shirley Mingee

Kathleen Boggess

Carl Ziegler

D/A Balcam

D/M Watters

M/J Laros

CRUCIFER

Barb Unger

FLOWERS

Stephanie Hulett

Kris Stewart

D/K Boggess

BREAD/WINE

D/L Newkirk

Pauline Caldwell

J/B Smith

Schacht /Skram

Jan Sinn

Karen Rohlfing

Mary Sasse

COUNCIL CO

Ronna Papesh

Frank Nierzwicki

Ronna Papesh

Sam Eichmiller

Tom Sinn

Ashley Ahlbrand

Judy Bush

Dean Arnold

G Moehlmann

Tim Smith

Liz Gaskins

Dean Arnold

G Moehlmann
ALTAR GUILD

Shirley Mingee

Cindy Gallien

Ute Coyne

Evelyn Niemeyer

Shirley Mingee

Barb Unger

Jean Brown

Betty Smith

Jan Sinn

Betty Smith

Charlene Braun

Margaret Harter

Margaret Harter

Gail Seegert

NOV 10*

NOV 17

NOV 24*

DEC 1

DEC 8*

DEC 15

DEC 22*

11:00 AM

11:00 AM

11:00 AM

11:00 AM

11:00 AM

11:00 AM

11:00 AM

ASST MINISTER Ashley Ahlbrand
LECTOR
Jennifer Garl

Gail Seegert

Debbie Witt

Lyman Hitchcock

Amy Balcam

Tim Smith

Ashley Ahlbrand

G Moehlmann

Sarah Ratzburg

Margaret Harter

Noah Smith

Dean Arnold

D Gerkensmeyer

ACOLYTE

Truman Daleke

Irene Fogleman

Koral Dimick

Sophia Watters

Molly Wyatt

Noah Smith

Kenna Dimick

SERVER

Margaret Harter

Kathy McDonald

*

Haley Garl

Gail Seegert

Sandy Arnold

Lyman Hitchcock

USHERS

Phil/Lissa May

McDonald/Ohslund

Kaye Hill

P/L May

Baurle/Filiatrault McDonald/Ohslund Hill /Arnold

GREETER

R/N Nye

Jan Sinn

Gail Seegert

T/J Garl

Kari Esarey

CRUCIFER

*

G Moehlmann

Margaret Harter

Sun

Mon

Tue

November 2019
Wed

Thu

1

Fri

2

Sat

10 AM Property Comm.
10 AM Garden Work Day
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8:30 & 11:00 AM Worship
9:30 MEF mtg
9:45 Sunday School,
Saving Jesus Redux

4

5

10:30 AM UClub Yoga
6:30 PM Worship Comm.

6

9:30 AM Friday Musicale
Board

7

8

9

7 PM Choir rehearsal

6:45 Mission Comm. Mtg

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

8:30 & 11:00 AM Worship 6:30 PM League of Women 10:30 AM UClub Yoga
Voters
9:45: Sunday School,
Women's Bible Study,
Adult Forum
12:30 Annual
Congregational Budget Mtg
8:30 & 11:00 AM Worship 7 PM Spinners & Weavers 10:30 AM UClub Yoga
9:45: Sunday School,
Saving Jesus Redux
12:30 Council Mtg
2:30 Bach Cantata

8:30 & 11:00 AM Worship
No Sunday School

10:30 AM UClub Yoga
4:30 PM Earth Care
7 PM Community
Thanksgiving Service

6 PM St Vincent de Paul
6 PM Call Comm. w/ Pr
Apel

6 PM St Vincent de Paul

6:00 PM Finance Comm.
7 PM Choir rehearsal

7 PM Choir rehearsal

Church Office Closed

9 AM Spinners & Weavers
Workshop

10 AM Choir rehearsal

