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Pastor's Column…
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things. (Philippians 4:8)
I am going to miss St. Thomas. You have been good for my soul and a source of healing for me this
past year. I hope that I have been as good for you as you have for me.
One of the things you have done the very best is to abide by Luther’s explanation to the 8th
Commandment: We are to fear and love God, so that we do not tell lies about our neighbors, betray or
slander them, or destroy their reputations. Instead we are to come to their defense, speak well of them, and
interpret everything they do in the best possible light. You most certainly have done this with me!
I came to you about nine months after my wife of 33 years, Vicki, died at the age of 59 of pancreatic
cancer. I had healed much during that time but I have no doubt that you could still sense my grief. In Paul
Simon’s song, Graceland, there is this line:
She said, “Losing love is like a window in your heart.
Everybody sees your blown apart,
everybody sees the wind blow”
This was me when I came to you. Sure, it does not speak the whole truth about me. I was a
functioning adult and pastor in most ways, but still. You have been so kind and gentle with me this year
that I get teared up thinking about it now that I am about to leave. You are a beautiful congregation.
When I was saying my goodbyes at my last council meeting before I leave, it occurred to me how
powerful this attitude can be. It reminded me of when I first started seminary. We were to maintain our
membership at our home congregations but become associate members at a church in the area of the
seminary. We attended all of the ELCA churches in town but hadn’t found what we were looking for which,
quite frankly, we didn’t know what that was. We recognized it when we visited a church in the small town
of Asbury, located a few miles outside of Dubuque, IA, home of Wartburg Seminary. Here are the two
things we realized we were looking for. First, this pastor could preach! Boy, had I missed that! Second, and
more importantly, it was obvious that the congregation loved their pastor and that he loved them as well,
and that’s an awfully cool vibe.
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As you prepare to welcome Pastor Adrianne, I want to encourage you to treat her with the same
loving kindness that you gave me. There’s not a pastor that I know who isn’t craving this kind of love from
the congregation they serve. You will receive the love that you give to her, I promise.
Thank you for loving me and helping me feel at home with you. You will always have a special place
in my heart.
Peace and joy in Christ,
Pastor Darby

From Pastor Amanda at Lutheran Campus Ministry - IU
With so much uncertainty around what this fall semester is going to look like it has been difficult to
make definitive plans. Just when one thinks that things are leaning towards a certain direction, something
happens to disrupt the course. Regardless of whether or not the change in direction is life altering, it can
impact those involved by raising stress and anxiety levels. Therefore, it is important for us to hear, repeat,
and live the good news that we find in the Bible. One passage particularly appropriate for the time we are
living in now is this message that Jeremiah speaks to us, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the
LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11).
These words were first spoken to a dispersed community, one that -like the community on our
college campuses- cannot all be together as it had been before. There is a promise in this statement- the
promise that even though things look uncertain now, God has not abandoned us to struggle on our own.
Rather God promises a plan for us as God’s people- one that is life giving filled with hope and a future.
Promises like this are what we as a religious community treasure and hold onto to give us strength in
challenging times. It continues to be important then that we not keep this good news to ourselves, but that
we share it with those who need to hear the voice of truth and hope.
One of the programs that we are aiming to begin this year at Rose House is to have the college
students paired with an OWLS (Older Wiser Lively Saint) “Grandparent”. The importance of having a faith
mentor who has a listening ear, a loving heart, and a lifetime of experience is invaluable to students who
are experiencing one of the most challenging times in their faith lives. We need your help to make this
vision a reality. If you are an active member of the faith, over 60 years of age, and willing to walk with a
young person on this part of their faith journey, please reach out to me via email at lutheran@indiana.edu
for more information. We already have several students waiting anxiously to be paired up with their
Grandparents and start to build those relationships. Please pray about whether you or someone you know
might fill this role well. May God guide you all in your discernment and grant you wisdom and hope in the
midst of the changing world.
Peace,
Pastor Amanda Ghaffarian t
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Anti-Racism Resources for Congregations
Compiled by the Indiana-Kentucky Synod, ELCA, Racial Justice Team
June 2020
This is the final addition to this resource list which has appeared in the July and August newsletters.
General Resources:
 The King Center: https://thekingcenter.org/
History:
 Tulsa Race Massacre of 1921: https://youtu.be/EO3Fxe4mDP4
 Rosewood Race Massacre of 1923: https://www.history.com/topics/early-20th-centuryus/rosewood-massacre
 FILM: “Freedom Summer” (2014), documentary by Stanley Nelson, Jr., about the 1964 Mississippi
Freedom Summer that worked toward voting rights for African Americans. Can be viewed via most
streaming platforms such as Netflix and YouTube. More information can be accessed at:
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/freedom-summer-film

Books for Adult Education and Discussion:
 White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People Talk About Racism by Robin DiAngelo (2019).
Discussion guide: http://www.beacon.org/Assets/PDFs/white_fragility_disc_guide.pdf. Robin
DiAngelo’s website: https://robindiangelo.com/
 Sundown Towns: A Hidden Dimension of American Racism by James Loewen (2018)
 Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America by Ibram X. Kendi
(2017) (NOTE: a workbook is also available)
 White By Law: The Legal Construction of Race by Ian Haney Lopez (2006)
Books for Children:
 Little Leaders: Bold Women in Black History by Vashti Harrison (2017)
 Little Legends: Exceptional Men in Black History by Vashti Harrison (2019)
 FILM: Selma Lord Selma (Disney Movie, available by DVD)
 FILM: Ruby Bridges (1998) (Disney Movie, available via Prime Video)

Books for Teens:
 The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas (2017). Book and Movie. Discussion guide with resources:
https://bookriot.com/2019/11/21/the-hate-u-give-book-club-questions/

3

Creating hope, one family at a time, where we believe that families in crisis should not
be separated.
As one of their mission partners, Thom Atkinson, Development Assistant, strives to keep
our congregation abreast of exciting programs being implemented at New Hope for
Families. He writes:
New Hope for Families at work to prevent evictions in our community
The most effective method to fight homelessness is to prevent people from becoming homeless in the first
place. That is the focus of a new emergency eviction prevention program managed by New Hope for
Families and Shalom Community Center.
What: Rental Assistance Funding for Homelessness Prevention
Who: Tenants facing eviction due to income lost during COVID-19
When: Ongoing now through the end of the year
Where: http://www.IndianaHousingNow.org/
In May, Governor Eric Holcomb issued an executive order to stop landlords from evicting tenants. But
Indiana’s moratorium on evictions expired Friday, August 14, creating a nightmare scenario for thousands
of Hoosiers whose lives have already been disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
We know that many of our neighbors are behind on rent due to loss of income and inconsistent
unemployment relief during the coronavirus pandemic. As a result, many area residents are facing eviction
-- a potential tsunami of evictions that could overwhelm local courts and social service agencies.
Assistance is available. The Indiana COVID-19 Rental Assistance Program is designed to decrease evictions
and increase housing stability by helping renters whose income has been adversely affected by COVID-19.
Indiana Housing and Community Development Association (IHCDA) has awarded more than $500,000 in
rental assistance funding for homelessness prevention to our 6-county region (Greene, Lawrence, Martin,
Monroe, Morgan, and Owen counties). Renters who face eviction (either through a formal court order or
an informal notice to vacate) can apply for funding to cover their delinquent and/or future rent to their
landlords.
“Our community can use Rental Assistance Funding to stem the tide of the pandemic's economic effects
and landlords are key partners in that effort,” said New Hope’s family shelter director Chase Techentin.
“Homelessness Prevention is a cheaper and more efficient use of charitable dollars compared to shelter.
When landlords accept this emergency funding, they are helping protect our community's social safety net
from being overloaded and saving valuable resources for the long recovery ahead.”
Any tenant who has lost income due to the pandemic and is facing eviction can apply for assistance through
the IHCDA’s portal at IndianaHousingNow.org.
Once approved by the state, applications are sent to area “hubs” to disperse the funding needed to prevent
homelessness. For our 6-county region, those designated hubs are New Hope for Families and the Shalom
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Community Center. New Hope and Shalom Center staff are trained professionals with experience
connecting residents to support services.
“Our agencies are in the business of helping the families that need it most, so we are unfortunately used to
seeing families in serious turmoil,” said Emily Pike, New Hope’s executive director. “Any time we can work
to keep a family in their home, we are keeping a small crisis from turning into a big one. We are thrilled to
partner with Shalom and IHCDA to do just that.”
New Hope for Families welcomes new staff member
Tessa Newton, Homelessness Prevention Coordinator
Tessa Newton holds a B.A in Spanish and Criminal Justice from Indiana University Bloomington. She is
certified as a paralegal through Purdue University Fort Wayne. Growing up in Indianapolis, she became
bilingual in Spanish through immersion study beginning at age four. She has seven years of experience in
the social work field in Indianapolis and Bloomington, helping families involved with the Indiana
Department of Child Services. As the new Homeless Prevention Coordinator at New Hope for Families,
Tessa works with families that qualify for Rental Assistance Funding to avoid eviction and stay in their
home.
New Hope for Families is a community leader in social services for families in crisis. We administer an
emergency shelter program for families experiencing homelessness and offer nationally accredited
childcare and early learning programs that give children the good start they deserve for future success in
school and life.
Our residential shelter program offers emergency housing for up to seven families at a time. In response to
the increased demand for services created by the COVID-19 pandemic, we have temporarily increased the
number of families we are serving by more than double that amount. Our staff serves families with respect
and compassion, providing a safe place for parents and children to stay together when they need each
other most. Through housing and childhood development services, we are committed to breaking the cycle
of homelessness and poverty, one family at a time.
----Thom Atkinson
Development Assistant
New Hope for Families

Our sisters and brothers in Chichipate sent us an update and photos from a disbursement of basic goods,
which was made possible by Sister Parish's fundraising efforts and support by congregations like ours. Brian
Tyler, Guatemala Regional Coordinator (www.sisterparish.org) translated the following letter to St. Thomas
members.
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Guatemala July 31, 2020
We are infinitely grateful to our Heavenly
Father, who has shown so much love to us
through his son Jesus Christ, for which today
can have one more day of life. We hope that all
you brothers and sisters from Santo Thomas
Church, Bloomington, Indiana USA, will find it
well.

we
of

First of all, we appreciate the goodwill of
support that you have shown us through sister
churches to our Catholic community of Iglesia Santo Domingo de Guzmán Chichipate, Guatemala.
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With deep concern, we want to tell you that to date in our community the contagion of COVID-19 is already
a fact. Several people were subjected to laboratory tests. There are 6 who tested positive and were
reported. [More are concerned that tests are not available for their family members.] It is known that
several families, who are not reported to the health system, are suffering from Coronavirus symptoms in
their homes and do not have medicine or medical assistance.
The [local area] companies do not abide by the prevention
measures, correct and permanent use of the masks. They
agglomerate many people from different towns. In the nickel
processing company PRONICO, in MayaNíquel, in
NaturAceite, many workers are becoming infected.

We consider that hard and very difficult times are coming for our peoples, the brothers and sisters who are
not very well in health. With the help of our Father’s mercy, we can move forward. We look forward to
hearing from you.
Very attentively,
Santo Domingo de Guzmán, Chichipate, Guatemala
We await your prayers ...
Please join the Sister Parish and Mission Committees in prayer for the families in Chichipate, Guatemala:
Señor, We praise you for your abiding love and presence in our lives. You stay with us even when, in our
fear, we become impatient and forget to trust and call on you. We give you thanks for the opportunity over
the years to walk together in faith with our sisters and brothers of our Sister Parish at Iglesia Santo
Domingo de Guzman, Chichipate, Parish of San Pedro, El Estor, Izabal, Guatemala. We humbly ask for
health, sustenance, hope, guidance, and justice at this difficult time for our friends in Christ.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. Amen
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CORRECTIONS AND UPDATES TO CHURCH DIRECTORY
Martha Selk: 812-369-4774
Mary Thomason-Smith: 812-606-0232

Welcome, Allison & Jim!
Please add new members Jim & Allison Ward to your directories: 3894 S Bainbridge Drive Bloomington, IN
47401. Jim: jimrewardaero@gmail.com 912-800-5623. Allison: allireward@gmail.com 912-658-9006.
Deacon Allison and Jim Ward have newly settled in
Bloomington to be near their daughter, Theresa and
son in law, James. They provided major bait to get
them to relocate into snow country; a granddaughter
who is expected to arrive in September! They also have
a son who is in the Air Force, Trow, and daughter in
law, Lanelle, who live in Raleigh, NC. Allison and Jim
spent their working years in Savannah GA where Jim
was an engineer with Gulfstream Aerospace for the
majority of his career. Allison also worked at
Gulfstream until the children arrived. Her reentry into
the workforce eventually led her to becoming a deacon with the ELCA. Along with serving in her home
congregation she worked as a chaplain with a trauma hospital and then did hospice work with death doula
training. Jim and Allison spent their first two years of retirement roaming around in a motorhome. Their
hobbies include hiking, water sports, gardening, home projects, travel, and soon… babysitting! Both were
very involved in their home congregation and synod before retiring and look forward to plugging in again.

Intergenerational Fiber Arts Spiritual Growth Group
Let's plan to meet September 12th at 10 am, pending rain. We'll
find a new time if it does happen to rain that day. Please meet at
806 N. Callery Dr. Bloomington.
Come to the back yard where we will have a tent or two set up for
shade. Plan to bring your own water if needed and if possible, a
chair. If not, we will have a chair you can use.
MASKS are required! We'll also sit at least 6 feet apart and hope
to be able to still hear each other. : )
Thanks all, looking forward to it! ~ Leah Iversen
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The property committee hosts church work days at St Thomas each month typically on
the first Saturday of the month and the third Tuesday of the month from 10 am to noon.
We have a great group of people that help each month, but we could use a few more to
keep St. Thomas in great condition. If you are willing to join the property committee and
help us maintain the church, then please contact Sam Eichmiller at 812.797.2807
(call/text) or sam.eichmiller@yahoo.com or contact the church office.

On August 16 the congregation voted in favor of extending a letter of call to Pastor Adrianne Meier, which
she accepted. She begins September 7. In case you missed her biography in the July newsletter, here it is
again:
The Rev. Adrianne Meier has served congregations in Indiana, Ohio, and Pennsylvania. After five years on
the East Coast, she is eager to return to her Hoosier roots.
Pr. Adrianne is a graduate of Capital University in Columbus, Ohio where she double majored in Literature
and Religious Studies, and the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. While an undergraduate student,
she worked for an assisted living home which specialized in caring for adults with dementia. While a
seminary student, she worked the very glamorous job of server at a sit-down hamburger chain.
Pr. Adrianne is married to Dr. Matt Meier, Director of the Speaking and Listening Center and Associate
Professor of Communication and Theater at DePauw University in Greencastle. Matt studies rhetoric,
specifically the intersection of comedy and democracy. Together they are parents to Hope and Lucy, who
are six and three. They also gave birth to another daughter, Evelyn, who was born still.
Pr. Adrianne loves to read just about anything. She is an avid knitter and vegetable gardener. She plays the
piano and loves to sing folk music. She loves to cook with her husband and go hiking and camping with her
family.

September Birthdays
9/2
9/5
9/8
9/9
9/11
9/12
9/13
9/15
9/18
9/20
9/21
9/23
9/26
9/28

Haley Hatton, Sandy Pankow, Kristopher Ratzburg, Elliot Wenzel
Barb Unger
Mia Arterberry, Richard Zellers,
Karen Blaisdell, Andrew Goldsworthy
John Steele
David Nixon, Melissa Watters
Jeff Schacht
Lois Selk
Arno Risner
Gloria Hitchcock
Marilyn Harder
Matthew Bourkland
Lissa May
Amy Bartleson Balcam

Wedding Anniversaries
Lynn & Ute Coyne

9/10

49 years

9

