All Saints Day
November 1, 2020

The Service at 11:00 a.m.
We are honored that you are joining our worship today. We encourage you to
prepare for worship: gather the family, light candles, lay out bread and wine or
grape juice. It doesn’t need to be fancy, but do take the time to do what is
necessary to make attending virtual worship a true spiritual practice for you.
You are welcome at this meal.
All Saints Sunday celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who
make up the body of Christ. With thanksgiving we remember the faithful
departed, especially those most dear to us who have died.

SAINTS from our congregation TO BE REMEMBERED
Martha Seaman, d. November 14, 2019
Ronald Ohslund, d. November 22, 2019
Kay Isaacson, d. June 29, 2020
Robert Cutter, d. June 30, 2020
Judith Bush, d. August 10, 2020
Jane Warner, d. August 29, 2020
Alicia Stewart, d. September 17. 2020
– A TIME OF PREPARATION –
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Elegy

William Grant Still

*REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
As the church year draws to a close, we hear warnings about the end of time,
stories of crisis and judgment, and parables of loss and death. These are
among the ways the Christian community speaks honestly about human
frailty and morality. But we also confess our faith in the risen Lord, in the
communion of saints, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. While
both life and death may bring us fear and uncertainty, and perhaps in greater
measure this year, the liturgy calls us to hear the Lord’s promise that he is with
us in life and in death.
Christ has claimed us in baptism and nourishes us in the communion of his
body and blood. Christ leads us to the new Jerusalem. There we shall join all
the saints in praise of God, who has turned our graves into the doorway to
eternal life.

In joyful expectation of the resurrection to eternal life, we remember this day
those who have gone before us in faith and who now rest from their labors,
especially the members of St. Thomas Lutheran Church who have died since
last All Saints Day and who we name now, and our family members, friends,
and community members who we remember in picture and with song.
Let us pray. O God, our help in ages past and our hope for years to come: We
give you thanks for all your faithful people who have followed the light of
your word throughout the centuries into our time and place. Today we
remember: Martha Seaman; Ron Ohslund; Kay Isaacson; Bob Cutter; Judy Bush;
Jane Warner; Alicia Stewart.
As we remember these people, strengthen us to follow Christ through this
world until we are carried into the harvest of eternal life, where suffering and
death will be no more. Hear our prayer in the name of the good and gracious
shepherd, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

*ENTRANCE HYMN

For All the Saints

ELW #422
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*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*KYRIE

*HYMN OF PRAISE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one
communion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant
us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and
to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

FIRST LESSON
Revelation 7:9-17
I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before
the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in
their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to
our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!"
11

And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and
the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and
worshiped God, 12singing, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and
ever! Amen."
13

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in
white, and where have they come from?" 14I said to him, "Sir, you are the
one that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they who have come out
of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb. 15For this reason they are before the throne of
God, and worship God day and night within the temple, and the one who
is seated on the throne will shelter them. 16They will hunger no more, and
thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 17for the
Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide
them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear
from their eyes."
L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 34:1-10, 22

I will bless the LORD | at all times;
the praise of God shall ever be | in my mouth.
2
I will glory | in the LORD;
let the lowly hear | and rejoice.
3
Proclaim with me the greatness | of the LORD;
let us exalt God's | name together.
4
I sought the LORD, who | answered me
and delivered me from | all my terrors.
5
Look upon the LORD | and be radiant,
and let not your fac- | es be downcast.
6
I called in my affliction, and | the LORD heard me
and saved me from | all my troubles.
7
The angel of the LORD encamps around those who | fear the LORD
and de- | livers them.
8
Taste and see that the | LORD is good;
happy are they who take ref- | uge in God!
9
Fear the LORD, you saints | of the LORD,
for those who fear the | LORD lack nothing.
10
The lions are in want and | suffer hunger,
but those who seek the LORD lack nothing | that is good.
22
O LORD, you redeem the life | of your servants,
and those who put their trust in you will | not be punished.
1

SECOND LESSON
1 John 3:1-3
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of
God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it
did not know God. 2Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has
not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when it is revealed, we will
be like God, for we will see God as God is. 3And all who have this hope in God
purify themselves, just as the Son is pure.
L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*HOLY GOSPEL
Matthew 5:1-12 NRSV, emended
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain and sat down, and his
disciples came to him.
"Blessed are the poor in spirit; for they will come under the reign of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn; for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek; for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness;
for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful; for they will receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart; for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers; for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake;
for they will come under the reign of heaven.
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and say all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad; for your
reward is great in heaven; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you."
P: The Gospel of Our Lord!
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY

Pr. Adrianne Meier
Jerusalem, My Happy Home

ELW #628
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— RESPONSES TO THE WORD —
*NICENE CREED
A: Let us confess our faith.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and Earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: Longing for Christ's reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of
God's power on the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Lord of all the saints, we praise you for evangelists and martyrs whose
sacrifices witness to your gospel across time and space. Inspire us by their
courage to carry our faith to new people and places around us. Hear us, O
God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Lord of every place, the universe proclaims your greatness from generation
to generation. Bless the work of naturalists, conservationists, anf park
rangers who train our attention to the wonders of the world you have
made. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: God of every nation, guide this country—red states and blue states, rural
voters and urban voters, young and old—as we share in another national
election. Kindle hearts eager to understand our common needs and seek
our common good. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Lord of every blessing, your Son's blessing came to those living with
poverty, grief, hunger, thirst, and persecution. Shape our vision of the saints
to match his own. Awaken us to your call to serve all who suffer. Hear us,
O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Lord of every venture, anoint us with the missionary spirit of the early
church. Bless all new missions of our synod. Empower testimony from new
communities of faith to shape a diverse witness to your saving power. Hear
us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Lord of every time, countless are the multitudes you have called by name
and gathered to yourself. Comfort as we grieve those who have died in the
past year : Martha Seaman, Ronald Ohslund, Kay Isaacson, Robert Cutter,
Judith Bush, Jane Warner, Alicia Stewart. In faith, may we join with them in
ceaseless praise. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

A: Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day
when you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign
forever and ever.
C: Amen.
*SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
OFFERING
Visit the St. Thomas website and click the green Give button to provide your
offering digitally. Offerings may also be mailed to the church office.
*OFFERING PRAYER
A: God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around
your table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them,
that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for
your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all that
you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
C: Amen.
Choir Anthem

Sing with All the Saints in Glory

arr. Henry V. Gerike

— LITURGY OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST —
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION
*LORD’S PRAYER
A: Let us pray as our Lord has taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION:
P: There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus' table.
Take, O Take Me As I Am (sing three times)

*EUCHARISTIC BLESSING

C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the
journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and
give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the way.
C: Amen.
*BENEDICTION
P: May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us
and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to
rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God, Sovereign, + Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and
always.
C: Amen.

*SENDING HYMN

O God, Our Help in Ages Past

ELW #632

*DISMISSAL
A: Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
*POSTLUDE

Canon in C Major

Robert Schumann

***
We depart in peace to continue our worship in lives of witness
to Christ's love in work, play, service, and care for creation.

MINISTERS SERVING TODAY: Jacob Powell, Dan & Linda McNabb, Leif & Amanda
Madsen, Sarah, Irene, and Isaak Fogleman
The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by The Seaman, Lahn, Leach, and
Kante family in memory of Martha Seaman.

We are a Christ-centered community that lives, shares and
celebrates God’s grace with all people!
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