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November 22,  Christ the King Sunday 
 

LuMin Campus Pastor, Amanda Ghaffarian, and other I-K campus 
pastors join our worship today during the sermon. 

 
We continue with our virtual worship service. The 

service will be available on YouTube at 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday.   
 
You may use this link to accesss the service:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsZYJspofu3RT1YfCuzi0hw 

or access the link from the St Thomas website (stlconline.org). 
 
Our Advent Celebrations will be quite different this year.  While we 

cannot gather in the sanctuary, we will still come together in hope to 
pray and worship.  One opportunity will be 15 minutes of prayer at 
noon on Wednesdays on Zoom.  Follow this link: 
https://bit.ly/stlc2020adventprayer to join me on Wednesdays, 
December 2, 9, 16, and 23.  The other opportunity will be our 
midweek worship services at 7pm on YouTube.  The theme for these 
services will be “Songs of Hope,” using as inspiration the songs in the 
gospel of Luke - the Song of Mary, the Song of Zachariah, the Song of 
Simeon, and the Song of the Angels. 
 
Spread some Christmas cheer to college students this year! Rose 

House LuMin will be collecting Christmas cards written to the college 
students by members of our St Thomas community. Our hope is for 
the cards to include well wishes, prayers, and joy for the holiday 
season. The cards will be included in the end of semester care 
packages that we are sending out to the students. Cards will be 
collected at St Thomas and Rose House through Wednesday 
December 2nd. A clearly labeled container will be outside of the front 
doors at St Thomas for contactless drop-off, as well as in front of the 
garage at Rose House. I will have them out there by Sunday.  If you 
have any questions, please email Pastor Amanda at 
Lutheran@indiana.edu or text her at 419-410-7447. Thank you! 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsZYJspofu3RT1YfCuzi0hw
https://bit.ly/stlc2020adventprayer
mailto:Lutheran@indiana.edu


COVID status: 
We are in Phase 1 
Building:  Locked, please call to be admitted to the building for your 
appointment. 
Staff:  Working from home or the office. 
Small Groups:  Meet online.  Small groups of less than 10 may meet at 

the church at the discretion of the staff and following all safety protocols.  

Small groups may also meet outside following physical distancing and 
other safety protocols. 
Worship:  Virtual 
 
Staff status: After being exposed to COVID, Debbie quarantined at 
home and returned to work on the 17th.  Minnie also was exposed and 
will quarantine until November 30. We do not believe anyone in the 
congregation was exposed, but we want everyone to know what is 
happening in our office.  Please be cautious, wear a mask, wash your 

hands, and practice social distancing. 
 
Bishop William Gafjken of the I-K Synod writes: Dear People of God, 

Since my pastoral letter of a couple of weeks ago, the rise in numbers 
of positive COVID cases has accelerated, as have positivity percentages 
and the number of hospitalizations and deaths. Not one county in 
either Kentucky or Indiana is in the safest COVID category as I write 
this note. Vaccines are on the way but it’s clear that they won’t be 
widely available and effective for another few months. 
 

As exhausted and impatient as we might be, it is crucial that we do 
whatever we can to stem the tide of this plague for our own sakes and 
for the sake of our neighbors, even if it means following Jesus in the 
way of the cross by sacrificing for a time some things that are 
important and meaningful to us. 
 
In that vein, I strongly recommend that all worshipping communities of 
this synod suspend in-person in-door worship as soon as possible and 
continue the suspension at least through the end of the year. Please 
return to outdoor, digital, recorded, and live-streamed worship until the 
numbers and percentages of new positive COVID cases drop 
significantly and consistently in your county and across the territory.  
 



A Heartfelt and Grateful Thank You!! 
On Thursday, November 19, at the 2nd Annual Hope for the Holidays 
Tree Extravaganza and Auction, St. Thomas’ two entries raised $1,025 
($800 for the large tree and $225 for the miniature tree) for New Hope 
for Families. Thanks to the congregation for donated ornaments, and 
to all who played a part (there were a lot!) in working on or supporting 
this project. It truly was a labor of love.  All of the money raised from 
this auction benefits New Hope for Families and their mission to “keep 
families together and empower children to break the cycle of 

homelessness and poverty.” What do you say about participating as a 
congregation again next year! 
 
Seminarian Nathan Pratt, a middler at United Lutheran Seminary in 

Pennsylvania, was endorsed by the Candidacy Committee of the 
Indiana-Kentucky Synod!  Nathan is one step closer to being an 
Ordained Minister of Word and Sacrament in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America.  Congratulations to Nathan! 
 
A generous donation has been received to renew the prayer garden 
behind St. Thomas.  Work will begin in a few weeks by removing 

bushes throughout the area.  After the bushes are removed, a plan will 
be developed and the congregation will have an opportunity to review 
the plan before the council votes to approve it next spring.  Kathleen 
Boggess and Debbie Selk are leading this project with the help of a 
newly formed Landscape Committee. 

Online Shopping for Fair-Trade Gifts & Goodies 

It’s that time of year again! St. Thomas’ Sister Parish committee invites 
you to do some holiday shopping to help fund future delegation trips 
between Chichipate, Guatemala and Bloomington, Indiana. 

 
You’ll find past favorites - such as chocolate 
bars and Christmas decorations - and much 
more through this online sales event. Help us 
surpass our sales goal of $1000 by Christmas, 
which will enable us to earn an even higher 
commission while also supporting the mission 
of SERRV, an international fair-trade nonprofit 
established in 1949. It’s a win-win-win! 

https://serrv.org/?a=SisterPrsh
https://serrv.org/?a=SisterPrsh


Use our custom web link to see all SERRV’s handcrafts and order items 
that will be shipped directly to you. (Check that you see St. Thomas in 
an orange banner at the top of the page to ensure your order is being 
applied to this fundraiser.) Please also share this custom web link with 
anyone you know who would appreciate SERRV items and enjoy 
supporting Sister Parish! 
 
If you would like help making an order, please contact Kaye Hill at 
kayehill48@gmail.com. She may not be sitting behind a table in the 
narthex this year, but she and her team are on the job!   
 
Supporting our Missions through Amazon Smile 

 - Invitation from Ronna Papesh 
 

If you are unable to shop locally, I invite you to designate one of our 
St. Thomas mission partners as a recipient at smile.amazon.com. 
Katcha and I designated Sister Parish, Inc. as our charity, and would 

appreciate others doing so as well. Once you have selected a charity, 
you only need to confirm you see the word “smile” in the address bar 
as you are making purchases at Amazon to generate funds for your 
designated mission. I know of other St. Thomas members who 
designated LuMin (Lutheran Campus Ministry Board – Bloomington 

IN), Lutheran Hills Camp (Lutheran Outdoor Ministries 

Indiana/Kentucky), MCUM (Monroe County United Ministries), and 

other missions listed on the St. Thomas website. So, if you are already 
shopping on Amazon, please consider shopping on Amazon Smile 
instead to support our missions. 

 
 
Want to join our St. Thomas email prayer chain? 
Do you have prayer requests? Contact Susan Colston 
skcolston@aol.com for further information. 

 
 
Prayers for those with health and safety concerns: Anne Smith, Jim 

Ward, Bruce Herlin, Carole Kirsch, Tim Kirsch, Roger Sasse, Paula 
Ionescu, Erica Marer, Bev Hanna, Liz Caemmerer, Audrey Alpers, 
JoAnne Namy, Deborah O’Brien, and Casey-Marie.  
 
December Newsletter deadline: Tuesday, November 24. 

https://serrv.org/?a=SisterPrsh
https://serrv.org/?a=SisterPrsh
smile.amazon.com
mailto:skcolston@aol.com


 
If you did not receive a pledge card and letter 

from Pr. Adrianne you may contact Susan in the 
church office to receive them. 
susank@stlconline.org 

 
 
Chats with Pr. Adrianne 
Join Pr. Adrianne for one-on-one conversations in the narthex or on 
Zoom.  Individuals, or couples or families who all live together, are 
welcome to sign up for these chats.  There is no agenda, but is a way 
for you to share a bit of yourself and your life with Pr. Adrianne and 
for her to introduce herself to you.  Please wear a mask.  Sign up at 
this link:  https://calendly.com/pastoradrianne/chats-with-pr-a or call 
the church office. 
 
 
Job Opening 

We are excited to announce an opening for the Minister of Youth and 
Christian Nurture at St. Thomas Lutheran Church. The layperson in this 

half-time position is responsible for the development and coordination 
of educational programs and activities that connect the young people 
of the congregation (PreK-12) to God’s people within the church, the 
local community, the synod, and the world.  

 
Qualifications 
 

 Active congregational membership in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of America (ELCA) or one of our Full Communion 
Partners 

 Three or more years’ experience in education, child and youth 

mental health, a youth related non-profit, or similar experience 

 Is certified or willing to become certified in Mental Health First 
Aid, such as offered through the National Alliance on Mental 
Illness (NAMI), or has other professional mental health 
qualifications 

 Has updated CPR training/certification, preferred 

 

mailto:susank@stlconline.org
https://calendly.com/pastoradrianne/chats-with-pr-a
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Ecumenical-and-Inter-Religious-Relations/Full-Communion
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Ecumenical-and-Inter-Religious-Relations/Full-Communion
https://www.nami.org/Blogs/NAMI-Blog/December-2018/Training-the-Community-to-Recognize-and-Respond-to-Crises
https://www.nami.org/Blogs/NAMI-Blog/December-2018/Training-the-Community-to-Recognize-and-Respond-to-Crises


Key Attributes - We seek someone who 

 

 Loves the Lord 

o Expresses their faith in a way that is open and honest 
o Possesses faith founded in Luther’s grace-oriented 

theology of the cross 
o Models the Gospel of Jesus Christ through a faith-filled 

and faithful life 

 Engages people 

o Enjoys being with children, adolescents, and their 
families 

o Inspires others in a fun and friendly way  
o Creates meaningful activities, events, and experiences 
o Fosters deep connections with and between the people 

of God 

 Acts with compassion 
o Listens attentively and is tuned in to the emotions 

others are experiencing  
o Cultivates healthy relationships with and among the 

youth and their families 
o Prioritizes and cultivates kindness, acceptance, and 

love 
o Works with the congregation in striving for peace and 

justice in our community and world 

 Innovates 
o Cultivates creative problem-solving 
o Shepherds volunteers and colleagues in their work 

with the congregation’s children and young people 
o Connects others to helpful resources 
o Acts as a conduit between children, youth, and other 

members of the congregation 

Accepting Candidates 
 
If you have experience working with children, you are a nurturing 
leader who demonstrates creativity and flexibility, and you can lead a 
team to provide enriching activities for children and youth, please 
consider this position.  
 



To apply, send a cover letter and resumé to susank@stlconline.org. We 
have a welcoming community that values education and the gifts 
young people bring to our congregation. You can see the full job 
description at www.stlconline.org. 
 
 
December Newsletter deadline: Tuesday, November 24. 
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