
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
November 8, 2020 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE SERVICE AT 11:00 a.m. 
We are honored that you are joining our worship today.  We encourage you to 
prepare for worship:  gather the family, light candles, lay out bread and wine or 
grape juice.  It doesn’t need to be fancy, but we encourage you to do what is 
necessary to make attending virtual worship a true spiritual practice for you.   
You are welcome at this meal. 

 
 

– GATHERING – 
 

 WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 PRELUDE                  Dearest Jesus, at Your Word     Max Reger 
 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, in whose image we are made, who  

claims and calls us beloved. 
 C: Amen. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection.   
 

 P: Holy One, 
 C: We confess that we are not awake for you. 
  We are not faithful in using your gifts. 
  We forget the least of our siblings. 
  We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 
  We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community. 
  Open our hearts to your coming,  

open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,  
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 

 

P: Beloved, we are God's children,  
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.  
Through + Jesus you are forgiven,  
by Jesus, you are welcome,  
in Jesus you are called to rejoice!  
Let us live in the promises prepared for us  
from the foundation of the world.  

 C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 



*ENTRANCE HYMN    Dearest Jesus, at Your Word     ELW #520 

 



*GREETING 
 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of  
  the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
 
*KYRIE 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN OF PRAISE  

 
 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 P: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life  

with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to 
the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

 C: Amen. 
 
 
 



— WORD — 
 

FIRST LESSON                                                           Amos 5:18-24 
Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day of  
the LORD? It is darkness, not light; 19as if someone fled from a lion, and was  
met by a bear; or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, and 
was bitten by a snake. 20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, and 
gloom with no brightness in it? 21I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no 
delight in your solemn assemblies. 22Even though you offer me your burnt 
offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-
being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. 23Take away from me the 
noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 24But let 
justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream. 

 

 L: Word of God, word of life. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM 70 

 
 

1Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me; 
 O LORD, make | haste to help me. 
2Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded; 
 let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back  
 and | be disgraced. 
3Let those who say to me "Aha!" and gloat | over me 
 turn back because | of their shame. 
4Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you; 
 let those who love your salvation say forever,  
 "Great | is the LORD!" 
5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God. 
 You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, | do not tarry. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 



SECOND LESSON 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those 
who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no  
hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so,  
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we  
declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 
until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 
16For that very Lord, with a cry of command, with the archangel's call and with 
the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ 
will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the 
clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with 
the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 

 L: Word of God, word of life. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HOLY GOSPEL                                              Matthew 25:1-13 NRSV, emended 
 P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.  
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus is nearby Jerusalem teaching the disciples privately.] "Then the kingdom of 
heaven will be like this: Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet 
the bridegroom. Five of the bridesmaids were foolish, and five were wise. 
When the foolish took their lamps, they brought no oil with them; but the 
wise brought flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all 
who waited became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, 
'Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!' Then all the 
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, 
'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' 9ut the wise replied, 
'No! There will not be enough for you and for us. You had better go to the 
dealers and buy some for yourselves.' While they were away buying oil, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the 
wedding banquet; then the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came, 
saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us.' But the bridegroom replied, 'Truly I tell you, I 
do not know you.' Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor 
the hour."  

  
 P: The Gospel of Our Lord!  
 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 SERMON                                         Pr. Adrianne Meier    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN OF THE DAY    Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness   ELW #488 

 
Permission to stream and reprint this hymn was obtained from One License with license #A-724450. 



*APOSTLES' CREED 
 A: Let us confess our faith. 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 A: Longing for Christ's reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of 

God's power on the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

  A brief silence. 
 

Holy God, you rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven 
our worship with sincere and heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church 
musicians and artists who lead us in prayer and praise, especially Mike, 
Katie, and Melissa. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 
A: Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have 

made. Bless the work of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work 
invites us into harmonious living with your creation.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 
 
 
 
 



A: Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the  
courtrooms of every land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and 
those who stand accused of crimes. Be present in cases where we long for 
both justice and mercy to prevail. Be with us as we wait, watch, celebrate, 
or mourn the results of the election. May our leaders work to make our 
country look more like your kingdom come. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

 A: Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the  
hours of those who live and eat alone. Comfort those who have few 
friends or who struggle with their identity and place in this world. Sit with 
the sick, hospitalized, or institutionalized, especially Jim, Bruce, Carole, Tim, 
Roger, Paula, Erica, Bev, Liz, Audrey, JoAnne, Deborah, and Casey-Marie 
Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

 A: Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of  
active duty and retired military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those 
who have died in the line of duty. Heal the wounds, both physical and 
mental, experienced by service members. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 
A: Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who  

have died. Remind us of the frailty and shortness of our own lives and 
inspire us to use them for the building up of your kingdom. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

 A: Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day  
when you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign 
forever and ever.  

C:  Amen. 
 
 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
 
 OFFERING  
 Click here to visit the St. Thomas website and click the green Give button  

to provide your offering digitally. Offerings may also be mailed to our address 
found on the last page of this bulletin. 

http://www.stlconline.org/


*OFFERING PRAYER 
 A: God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around  

your table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them 
that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for 
your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all that 
you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. 

C: Amen. 

 
— MEAL — 

 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 
*LORD’S PRAYER 
 A: Let us pray as our Lord has taught us. 
 

   C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your  
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 



*INVITATION TO COMMUNION:   
 P: There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus' table. 

 
Take, O Take Me As I Am (sing three times) 

 

 
*EUCHARISTIC BLESSING                C:  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 A: Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the  

journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and 
give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the way. 

C: Amen. 
 

 — SENDING — 
*BENEDICTION 
 P: May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us  

and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to 
rejoice and be glad! 
 

The blessing of God, Sovereign, + Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and 
always.  

 C: Amen. 



*SENDING HYMN          When Peace like a River    ELW #785 

 



*DISMISSAL 
 A: Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 C: Thanks be to God.  

 
*POSTLUDE         Postlude       Flor Peeters 

 

*** 
We depart in peace to continue our worship in lives of witness 

to Christ's love in work, play, service, and care for creation. 
 

 
MINISTERS SERVING TODAY: Kris Stewart, Sarah Ratzburg, Ronna Papesh, 
Stephanie Hulett 
 
The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Kent and Barb Unger in 
memory of Bob Cutter and Rex Kendall. 
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