Christmas Eve
December 24, 2020 | 8:00 PM

A Festival Service of Lessons and Carols
with the St. Thomas Adult Choir and friends

PRELUDE

OPENING CAROL

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

O Come, All Ye Faithful

Johannes Brahms
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INVITATION TO WORSHIP
Beloved in Christ, this is a Christmas like no other. We gather not in a cheery, lit
church, but across time and space. Yet, we gather on this Eve of Christmas the same as
Christmases past: to prepare our hearts for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; to meditate
upon the mystery of that Incarnation by which our nature is redeemed, and to receive with
joy the message of our salvation.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true
Light. Grant that here on Earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last
day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The curse

FIRST LESSON

Genesis 3:8-15; 17-19

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening
breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among
the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are
you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was
naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten
from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom
you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said
to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked
me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild
creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I
will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he
will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”
And to the man he said,
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree about
which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of
you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring
forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall
eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and
to dust you shall return.”
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM

E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come

Paul Manz

Peace be to you and grace from him
who freed us from our sins,
who loved us all and shed his blood
that we might saved be.

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein,
rejoice on Earth, ye saints below,
for Christ is coming soon!

Sing holy, holy to our Lord,
the Lord Almighty God,
who was and is and is to come;
sing holy, holy Lord!

E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come,
and night shall be no more;
they need no light nor lamp nor sun,
for Christ will be their All!

—from Revelation 22; adapted Ruth Manz

CAROL

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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A Prayer after the Rule of Taizé

PRAYER

Merciful God, help us renounce henceforth all thoughts of looking back, and joyful
with infinite gratitude, guide us to the dawn: to praise and bless and sing Christ our
Lord. Amen.

SECOND LESSON

God’s promise to Abraham

Genesis 22:15-18

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By
myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld
your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as
numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring
shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the
Earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.”
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

CAROL

People, Look East
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PRAYER

A Prayer of Catherine of Siena

Power of the eternal Father, help us. Wisdom of the Son, enlighten the eye of our
understanding. Tender mercy of the Holy Spirit, unite our hearts to yourself. Eternal God,
restore health to the sick and life to the dead. Give us a voice, your own voice, to cry out to
you for mercy for the world. You, light, give us light. You, wisdom, give us wisdom. You,
supreme strength, strengthen us. Amen.

THIRD LESSON

Isaiah foretells the coming Savior

Isaiah 9:2; 6-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time onwards and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

CAROL

Let Our Gladness Have No End
stanza 2: low voices; stanza 3: high voices
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A Prayer after Dietrich Bonhoeffer

PRAYER

Oh God, I cry to you. Help me to pray, and to concentrate my thoughts on you: I cannot
do this alone. In me there is darkness, but with you there is light; I am lonely, but you do
not leave me; I am feeble in heart, but with you there is help; I am restless, but with you
there is peace. In me there is bitterness, but with you there is patience; I do not understand
your ways, but you know the way for me. Lord, whatever the future may bring, your name
be praised. Amen.

FOURTH LESSON

A shoot from the stump of Jesse

Isaiah 11:1-3a; 4a; 6-9

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be
in the fear of the Lord. But with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with
equity for the meek of the Earth.
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and
the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear
shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The
nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on
the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the Earth will
be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

CAROL

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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PRAYER

Prayer of Symeon from Hymns of Divine Love

Glory to your mercy, glory to your power, glory to you! because, remaining immutable
and without change, you are always completely in movement, completely outside creation
and completely in every creature, you fill everything completely, you who are completely
outside everything, above everything. You are not separated from the world, for you are in
everything, but above everything. Amen.

FIFTH LESSON

Gabriel greets Mary

Luke 1:26-35; 38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The
virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord
is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord
God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this
be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
holy; he will be called Son of God. Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let
it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

CAROL

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
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A Prayer after Irenaeus

PRAYER

We give you thanks, O God, that, in his boundless love, Jesus became what we are that
he might make us to be what he is. Amen.

SIXTH LESSON

Mary gives birth in Bethlehem

Luke 2:1; 3-7

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

CAROL

Once in Royal David’s City
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A Prayer after Frederick Buechner

PRAYER

Wild and mysterious God, in the wonder of the Word made flesh, let us never lose sight
of the majestic power of the incarnation. It is not tame. It is not touching. It is not
beautiful. It is uninhabitable terror. It is unthinkable darkness riven with unbearable
light. Agonized laboring led to it, vast upheavals of intergalactic space, time split apart, a
wrenching and tearing of the very sinews of reality itself. And yet, you came down to
us. Open our eyes that we might see in Mary’s arm the resurrection and the life, today and
all days. Amen.

SEVENTH LESSON

The angels appear to the shepherds

Luke 2:8-16

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on Earth peace among those whom God
favors!”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM

Before the Marvel of This Night

Before the marvel of this night
adoring, fold your wings and bow,
then tear the sky apart with light
and with your news the world endow.
Proclaim the birth of Christ and peace,
that fear and death and sorrow cease:
sing peace, sing gift of peace!

Carl Schalk

Awake the sleeping world with song,
this is the day the Lord has made.
Assemble here, celestial throng,
in royal splendor come arrayed.
Give Earth a glimpse of heavenly bliss,
a teasing taste of what they miss:
sing bliss, sing endless bliss!
The love that we have always known,
our constant joy and endless light,
now to the loveless world be shown,
now break upon its deathly night.
Into one song compress the love,
that rules the universe above:
sing love, sing God is love!
—Jaroslav J. Vajda

A Prayer after Teresa of Ávila

PRAYER

God, on this Christmas night, when you have come so close, let nothing disturb us. Let
nothing frighten us. All things are passing away, but you, O God, never change. Give us
patience to endure, knowing that whoever has God lacks nothing. You alone suffice.
Amen.

EIGHTH LESSON

The wise men visit Jesus

Matthew 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to
be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay
him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child

was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
left for their own country by another road.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

CAROL

All My Heart Again Rejoices
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PRAYER

A Prayer of St. Augustine, Bishop of Hippo

Almighty and everlasting God, in whom we live and move and have our being, who has
created us for yourself, so that we can find rest only in you; grant us purity of heart and
strength of purpose, that no selfish interest may hinder us from knowing your will, no
weakness from doing it; but in your light may we see light clearly, and in your service find
perfect freedom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

REFLECTION

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and Earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

Pr. Adrianne Meier

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

NINTH LESSON

The Word made flesh

John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without
him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God,
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM

The Glory of the Father

The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.
We beheld the glory of the Father, full of grace and truth.
In the beginning was the Word. The Word was with God.
In him was life; and the life was the light of all.
He came to his own, and his own received him not.
—John 1:1, 4, 11, and 14

Egil Hovland

PRAYER
All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened
weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness and empower us to proclaim the birth of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CANDLELIGHT CAROL

Silent Night, Holy Night

stanza 1 is sung in German and then again in English
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composed by Jan Richardson

BENEDICTION

Blessed are you who bear the light in unbearable times, who testify to its endurance
amid the unendurable, who bear witness to its persistence when everything seems in
shadow and grief.
Blessed are you in whom the light lives, in whom the brightness blazes–your heart a
chapel, an altar where in the deepest night can be seen the fire that shines forth in you in
unaccountable faith, in stubborn hope, in love that illumines every broken thing it finds.
May the Almighty and Incarnate God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Amen.

SENDING CAROL

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

Johann Sebastian Bach
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