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Pastor's Column…
Some years ago, someone asked me what I was giving up for Lent. It had been a particularly rough year for
me, and somehow giving up chocolate or shopping at Target as I had in the past didn’t seem to cut it. I told
them, “This year, living is my Lenten devotion.” There are just times in our lives where we understand
exactly what is intended by a given season of the church year. This year, 2020, we have waited and waited
and waited. We waited to see what COVID would do; we waited through a presidential election; we waited
to see if this country would make strides in bringing the scourge of white supremacy to end. We wait.
There is nothing particularly great about waiting. We’ve probably gotten worse at it over the years - we
schedule our lives so as to limit the amount of time we spend waiting, and we always have something
(likely a glowing rectangle kind of something) to distract us. But this year has reminded us that sometimes
we cannot be distracted. We sit in an interminable waiting room.
In his book, Oh the Places You’ll Go, Dr. Seuss cautions his reader against spending too much time in the
waiting place. In some ways, he’s right. The perfect moment will always be illusive. When it comes to
doing the right thing, carpe diem! And yet, when I returned to this book a few years ago, I found that Dr.
Seuss, in his effort to be positive about the future of the young reader, didn’t tell the truth. Because the
truth is, sometimes we wait. Healing is often a waiting game. You know, in time, you will feel better, but
for now it is you and the pain, you and the chemo, you and the grief.
And, for me, the only thing that has ever really helped is the reminder that waiting is not forever. I cannot
and will not predict the future. I do not know the course COVID will ultimately take; I cannot say for sure if
Biden will implement policy that will change the course of our country; I cannot say with any confidence
that white supremacy has breathed its last. But I can say that things will not always be like this. Martin
Luther King famously said, “the arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.” It will not
always be like this.
So, if we wait - wait for justice, wait for a cure, wait for peace, wait for the coming of our Lord and Savior we could…grow. In his bid for president, Corey Booker riffed on King’s quote, saying, “The arc of the moral
universe does not just naturally curve toward justice, we must bend it.” Beloved, as this year of waiting
(hopefully) draws to a close, may your waiting plant a seed. May you be inspired. Christ yet comes, may
our waiting prepare the way.
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ADVENT WORSHIP SERVICES
Advent Prayer at Noon
On Wednesdays during Advent (beginning December 2), join Pr. Adrianne for 15 minutes of prayer
at noon on Zoom. After taking prayer requests, we’ll move through a simple, spoken liturgy of
prayer for ourselves and our world. Pr. Adrianne will leave the Zoom room open afterwards for
anyone who would like a little time to catch up. Follow this link each week to join in:
https://bit.ly/stlc2020adventprayer
Advent Midweek Services

Hope
The first two chapters of Luke’s gospel can be compared to a Broadway musical, with characters
breaking into song as seemingly random times. These songs, though, are filled with hope and a longing for
a renewed world. Our Advent Midweek services, which will premiere on YouTube at 7pm on Wednesdays,
will center around these songs: Mary’s Magnificat, Zechariah’s Benedictus, Simeon’s Nunc Dimittis, and the
angel chorus’s Gloria. We will hear the songs both chanted and set as a hymn featuring our talented staff
musicians. Candidly, when we recorded our first service, nothing in technology went according to plan, but
the liturgy, music, and message carried us into a hope we had been longing for. We present these services
to you, that you, too, might be held by this Advent message of hope. St. Thomas’s YouTube channel can be
found at this link: https://www.youtube.com/c/StThomasLutheranChurchBloomington

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Call for Pictures: Participate in Christmas Eve worship! Send a picture of your family holding lit candles.
During the singing of Silent Night, we will see the faces of one another and be able to lift each in prayer.
Upload your picture by noon December 15 to https://bit.ly/stlcxmasphotos
Children’s Service
Join us for a brief outdoor service at 4:00pm on Christmas Eve to sing Christmas Carols
and bless a special Christmas tree. Attendees will need to come prepared for this service:
wear a mask, plan to stand at least six feet apart, and bring a special “ornament” for a
tree - a new hat, scarf, or pair of gloves, Take a blessing card home with you to bless your
at-home tree. If this in-person service seems to risky due to COVID, we will announce a
Zoom link on December 23. Drop off hats, scarves, and mittens to the east door box
through January 6.
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Service of Lessons and Carols
Our choir and staff have begun preparations for a simple festive and moving Service of
Lessons and Carols, which will premiere on YouTube at 8:00 pm Christmas Eve. This service
traces the story of the Incarnation from the Fall to promise of the Word Made Flesh. New
and old carols will be sung and prayers from the saints shared. Appearances by friends of the
St. Thomas choir and other guest musicians will make this a service you don't want to miss. The St. Thomas
YouTube page is: https://www.youtube.com/c/StThomasLutheranChurchBloomington
Crèche Blessing and Carols
Live from the Meiers’ home at 10:00 pm on Facebook, after the presents
are wrapped and (hopefully) “the children…all nestled, all snug in their
beds,” we’ll share a few of our favorite quiet carols and bless our nativity
set. St. Thomas’s Facebook page is:
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasBloomington

Worship Volunteers beginning January
Worship Leadership - We wish to sincerely thank everyone who has participated and continues to
participate in our virtual worship. Beginning in January, our patchwork services will look a little bit different
and a maybe even a little bit more familiar: instead of 4-6 volunteers, we will return to having an assisting
minister and a lector. These roles will be assigned in advance, and leaders will be notified via email of
their assigned date. If you cannot lead on your assigned date, please find a substitute and let Gail
Seegert know. The week you are to lead, Gail Seegert will email you a copy of the bulletin and an upload
link. The virtual choir space in Room 16/17 is available for recording if you are not able to do so at home
(just let the office know when to expect you).

Please pledge to support St. Thomas Lutheran Church in
2021. Many people have pledged already, and we are very grateful for
your pledge. If you have not yet pledged, you can do so by returning your
pledge card to the bin outside the east doors, by the Sunday School wing. Or
you can navigate to this online pledge form: http://bit.ly/stlcpledge2020.
The pledge form asks for your name, email, and pledge amount and is sent
directly to our office staff. You will receive a receipt of your pledge.
We believe pledging is an accountability tool for those who wish to be
generous in sharing their treasure with their congregation, for the glory of God. Here is a story of your
generosity at work. COVID kept us from hosting a delegation from Chichipate, but not from sharing with
our siblings in Christ in Guatemala. Sister Parish approached us with a request to aid for meals and
personal protective equipment. We answered with more than $2100 from our designated funds to aid a
community close to our hearts. As we were preparing to send our contribution, the community was hit by
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Hurricane Eta and experienced record flooding. Our gift will arrive in time to help this community recover.
Your giving through regular offering and by supporting the fundraising efforts of our committees and
teams, including the SERRV sale, is the kind of giving that makes God’s kingdom, come. This is the kind of
generosity where we stand to receive much more than we give. Thank you for supporting our ministry.
Please pledge your continued support in 2021.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Epiphany Sunday School Boxes
Everything is on a screen these days - worship, school, Thanksgiving dinner. How about a break from
screens? The Christian Education Committee, thanks to the generous memorials of Jane Warner, is
preparing Sunday School boxes for the children and youth of the congregation. Each box will contain a new
book, a few simple lessons, and supplies. We plan to personalize these boxes for each child/family. To sign
up to receive a box, gather the kids (they have some questions to answer!) and follow this link:
https://bit.ly/stlcssbox. We plan to assembly the boxes in January for pick up at the church in early
February.
From the Mission Committee:
We hope you enjoyed Karen Rohlfing’s suggestions for children’s books in the November
newsletter. If you’re interested in learning more about the complex subject of immigration,
here are some recommendations from Chris Ogan.
Readings on Immigration, curated by Chris Ogan, Mission Committee
Chris recommends especially: Dina Nayari, The Ungrateful Refugee: What Immigrants Never Tell You
As well as:
Alexandra Diaz, The Only Road
Viet Thanh Nguyen, The Refugees
Javier Zamora, Unaccompanied
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services features these books, with author interviews, at
https://www.lirs.org/virtual-book-series
Jessica Goudeau, After the Last Border: Two Families and the Story of Refuge in America
Sonia Shah, The Next Great Migration: The Beauty and Terror of Life on the Move
Jacob Soboroff, Separated: Inside an American Tragedy
Krish O’Mara Vignarajah, The God Who Sees: Immigrants, the Bible, and the Journey to Belong
Jia Lynn Yang, One Mighty and Irresistible Tide: The Epic Struggle over American Immigration, 1924-1965
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MISSION & MINISTRY NEWS
Shalom Community Center news – Reorganizing to meet growing needs
The Shalom Community Center is a familiar name to Bloomington folk. This independent, nonprofit day
shelter offers an expanding collection of resources for people who are living in homelessness, poverty, and
hunger: the Shalom day shelter, the Friends Place overnight shelter, the rapid re-housing program, street
outreach, Phil’s Kitchen, and the Crawford Homes. The Friends Place overnight shelter announced last
week that they are adding twenty beds for women at the shelter. You can find details for all these projects
at the Shalom Center’s website [shalomcommunitycenter.org].
Shalom is in the process of reorganizing itself as Beacon Incorporated, an umbrella organization to
coordinate all these projects. Doug Bauder, who sits on the Development Committee for Beacon, says,
“There’s a concern to be more transparent about all the things we do. The needs are growing
exponentially, especially now with the problem of providing COVID housing for homeless people.” If you
are interested in volunteering, you can find details on the Shalom website under “How to Help.”
Right now Shalom is running an outdoor gear drive: winter clothes, boots, tents, tarps, blankets, and
sleeping bags. There’s a no-contact drop-off table in the back parking lot, which you can access by turning
left down the driveway immediately after the Center at 620 S. Walnut St. Shalom is open from 8am to 4pm
every day so a drop-off any time during those hours would be great. If you are not able to deliver items
yourself, Susan Krieg in the church office can find someone to doo a no-contact pick up at your home.

St. Vincent de Paul
Do you know St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) provides furniture, appliances and financial assistance to needy
people in Monroe County?
FURNITURE: using a voucher system, furniture and appliances are delivered to needy individuals and
families in Monroe County 48 Saturdays every year. Many of the SVdP clients are starting over with
nothing. Donation pickups can be scheduled for one of five time slots each week.
To donate furniture or appliances and schedule a pickup, please contact:
Gene Laughman at glaugh46@comcast.net or text/call 812-320-0400.
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE: SVdP typically helps with things like rent and utilities. When able, they often help
with vehicle repair and apartment deposits. SVdP financial assistance is funded by donations and grants.
They are incredibly compassionate and highly responsible as they utilize funding.
For more information about financial assistance, contact:
Helen Ingersoll at hingerso@indiana.edu or 812-339-9610.
Please consider donating, volunteering, and spreading the word! Visit the St. Vincent de Paul website at
svdpbloomington.org
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New Hope for Families
During this season of family togetherness and celebration of the birth of the Christ child, please consider
making a donation to New Hope for Families. They do amazing work and have a heart for this mission! Any
size contribution would be greatly appreciated. Checks can be made out to St. Thomas Lutheran Church
with New Hope for Families in the memo line. The staff and volunteers at New Hope strive every day to
keep families together, move them from homelessness to stability, and break the cycle of poverty. Those at
New Hope for Families frequently say they are blessed by the support of those at St. Thomas. Thank you so
much for putting your love into action and changing lives!

From the Sveholms
Greetings to you this Advent.
As in all places, COVID-19 continues to affect our daily
lives and celebrations. Where our schools would
typically host Thanksgiving dinners for the students
and staff - or just the staff - our family celebrated at
home on Thanksgiving and the ELCA teachers in
Europe celebrated together by Zoom instead of in
person.
Turkeys are a bit hard to come by in Slovakia and
usually require special arrangements with a farmer,
but Nick prepared a chicken, stuffing, and cranberry
sauce, plus a couple pies we shared with other
teachers. Distance learning allowed us to actually take
a full day off, the first in a while (the grading never
ends). Holidays abroad are always a unique experience
and Thanksgiving brings me back to making dumplings
for the Korean harvest festival, the disco turkey in Romania, and the sometimes unusual additions of our
gracious foreign hosts’ understanding of Thanksgiving with the actual event (and a failure of apple pie! I’ve
had some excellent apple tarts, but I’ve never had a pie made by a foreigner that is as American as apple
pie).
In Slovakia, schools up through fourth grade are still meeting in person and some are hoping the upper
grades will return before Christmas, as well, though I’m skeptical they’ll meet their benchmark numbers.
Halloween weekend brought nationwide antigen testing (3.6 million of the 5.5 million population were
tested: https://spectator.sme.sk/c/22525342/coronavirus-in-slovakia-nationwide-testing-finalresults.html?ref=tab) with about a 1% national positivity rate, and it’s been followed by further weekend
testing in areas with higher percentages. New cases have been held in check to some extent by these
regular antigen tests, though the government is not unified in its support of the testing. Restaurants are
closed inside and stores are required to count the number of people inside (a popular dollar-type store has
had a near-perpetual line outside since the Christmas decorations came in stock); there is also a mask
mandate. It’s a sad state of affairs when over 800 total deaths are a comparatively good count.
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Despite pandemic fatigue, we are quite happy to be healthy, employed, and still doing the teaching we
came here to do. We wish for you health, employment, and purpose this holiday season, as well as
connection with loved ones.
~ Naomi and Nick Sveholm

Flooding and Illness Spread in Chichipate
Hurricane Eta hit Central American Sister Parish communities hard. Then, Hurricane Iota followed days later
to exacerbate the flood damage. Watch this video to see how folks in Chichipate are responding.
We received an update from our liaison,
Carrie Stengel, on November 18. She shared
that the families sheltering in the school
cannot return home yet and that a growing
number of people on the Sister Parish
committee in Chichipate are ill on top of
everything else.
Please continue praying for our sisters and
brothers in Guatemala affected by
coronavirus and storms. You can help by
sending a check to St. Thomas (or donate
online) designating “Sister Parish Hurricane
Relief Fund” in the memo line.

Online Shopping for Fair-Trade Gifts & Goodies
It’s that time of year again! St. Thomas’ Sister Parish
committee invites you to do some holiday shopping
to help fund future delegation trips between
Chichipate, Guatemala and Bloomington, Indiana.
You’ll find past favorites - such as chocolate bars
and Christmas decorations - and much more
through this online sales event. Help us surpass our
sales goal of $1000 by Christmas, which will enable
us to earn an even higher commission while also
supporting the mission of SERRV, an international
fair-trade nonprofit established in 1949. It’s a win-win-win!
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Use our custom web link to see all SERRV’s handcrafts and order items that will be shipped directly to you.
(Check that you see St. Thomas in an orange banner at the top of the page to ensure your order is being
applied to this fundraiser.) Please also share this link - https://serrv.org/?a=SisterPrsh - with anyone you
know who would appreciate SERRV items and enjoy supporting Sister Parish connections!
SERRV International works with small-scale global artisans and
farmers through long-term trading partnerships. SERRV
supports their efforts to build sustainable employment,
resources, rights and a vision of hope in their communities.
Watch this video to learn more about their mission.
If you’d like help making an order, please contact Kaye Hill, our
long-time SERRV ambassador, at kayehill48@gmail.com. She
may not be able to sit behind a table of goodies in the narthex
this year, but she and her team are on the job!

One year when I was a teenager, I decided to hand write Christmas cards to every family in our
congregation- even those whom I did not know personally. It brought me joy to send the cards and was a
simple, inexpensive way to celebrate the holidays and spread some cheer. As the Advent season went on,
my mailbox quickly became full of cards that people sent to my family in return. My family would hang the
cards up as part of our decorations, and it would make me smile to see all of them.
A few weeks after Christmas, another note arrived in my mailbox. This one was a little different and was
from a person I did not know well. Without getting into too many details, the person expressed that the
card I sent was the ONLY one she had received that year and it gave her hope that someone remembered
her and cared about her. Her words have stuck with me decades later and always remind me that those
little acts of kindness that we share can have a deep, meaningful impact.
Just the other week, when our Campus Ministry dropped off the donations at Middle Way House- including
both the items we had collected and the brand new bras, socks, and underwear we had purchased using a
synod grant- the joy of the person receiving the much needed items for her clients was contagious and it
felt like Christmas morning. Again, such a small act of kindness, that made a big impact.
Even though we may not be able to do everything this year that we have done in the past or may do in the
future, one thing we are able to do while waiting and watching for Christ this Advent season is to spread
joy, kindness, and love to others. For some that may be by participating in our Christmas Cards for College
Students project where we are including messages of hope in the care packages we are sending to our
LuMin college students before fall finals, for others it might mean adopting a family from MCUM and
sponsoring their Christmas meal and presents, for others it might mean making or purchasing hats, scarves,

8

gloves, and blankets for the various agencies in town who aid those less fortunate, and yet for others it may
be reaching out to those for whom this season is one of the most difficult and offering a listening ear.
My prayers are with you all this holiday season. May the grace of God guide your hearts and your minds like
the star guided the shepherds first to the manger and then back out into the world to share the good news
of God’s love incarnate. Amen.
Peace,
Pastor Amanda †

AROUND ST. T
Soul Journey
At the end of October our crack team of photo stagers, Gayl Laughman, Kim Filiatrault, and Sandy Arnold,
set up and photographed this lovely photo. Good work, everyone! Mike Powell included it in the All Saints
video and it’s at the top of the Grieving In Place page of our website. We invite you to spend some quiet
time with this haunting image. Does it suggest a psalm to you? A Bible verse? A human experience?

SOLAR ENERGY at ST. THOMAS
Renewable Energy Credits
A certificate displayed in the conference room recognizes STLC as a
renewable energy generating facility for the state of Ohio, thereby
qualifying for participation in the national Renewable Energy Credit (REC)
program. Our total income from RECs is almost $1,000. Every megawatt
hour, or 1,000 kilowatt hours (kWh), produced by a renewable energy
source becomes a REC that is sold at auction to utility companies as an
alternative to meet their requirements for renewable energy production.
Our 104 solar panels produce about 33,000 kWh, about three fourths of the energy used by the church
annually and comparable to three typical homes. ~ submitted by Darrell Boggess
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CORRECTIONS AND UPDATES TO CHURCH DIRECTORY
Jim Ward: jimward@comcast.net
Lois Selk: 800 N Bell Trace Circle Apt 202 Bloomington, IN 47408

From Bloomington Bach Cantata Project
Dear friends and colleagues:
You might be interested in the BBCP's third concert of the season, a recorded performance (with lecture) of
"Darzu ist erschienen der Sohn Gottes" BWV 40, directed by Martie Perry
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i06fKBIrfow

Thanks and best regards, --Dan Melamed

December Birthdays
12/4
12/9
12/12
12/15
12/17
12/19
12/25
12/27
12/29
12/30
12/31

Chris Ogan
Rita Pavolka, Mike Witt
Charlotte Kagemann, Vicki Polansky
Carol Seaman
Jean Brown
Catharine Rademacher, David Rohlfing
Josh Ratzburg
Eliza Iversen, Tom Strentz
Katie Anderson, Ellen Mills
Chris Arterberry, Elaina Iversen, Betty Smith
Kent Unger

Wedding Anniversaries
Zachary & Veronica Brown
Robin & David Hershberger

12/1 9 years
12/18 50 years
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ALL MEETINGS AND EVENTS ARE VIRTUAL VIA ZOOM.
ALL WORSHIP SERVICES ARE ON THE ST THOMAS YOUTUBE CHANNEL.
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED Dec 24 – Jan 4

December 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

10

11

12

Advent Prayer @
Noon
Advent Service
7:00 PM

6

7

8

Virtual Narthex
Mission
10:10 AM
Committee
Worship 11:00 AM Meeting
St.. Nicholas Party
4:00 PM

13

14

9
Advent Prayer @
Noon

Fiber Arts Spiritual
Growth Group

Advent Service
7:00 PM

15

Worship 11:00 AM

16

17

18

19

25

26

Advent Prayer @ Finance Meeting
Noon
Advent Service
7:00 PM

20

21

Worship 11:00 AM
Council Meeting

27

22

23

24
CHRISTMAS EVE
4:00 PM
Children's Service
8:00 PM Lessons
and Carols
10:00 PM Creche
Blessing & Carols

January
Newsletter
Deadline

28

29

30

31

Worship 11:00 AM
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