Second Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2020

THE SERVICE at 11:00 a.m.
We are honored that you are joining our worship today. We encourage you to
prepare for worship: gather the family, light candles, lay out bread and wine or
grape juice. It doesn’t need to be fancy, but we encourage you to do what is
necessary to make attending virtual worship a true spiritual practice for you.
You are welcome at this meal.
– GATHERING –
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Comfort, Comfort Now My People
Egil Hovland
During the prelude, two candles of the Advent wreath are lighted.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains
us and all of creation.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Almighty and merciful God,
C: you call us to wait, to watch, and to pray, but we confess that we have
grown weary and irritated. We confess that we have lost hope. Without
hope, we ignore our neighbors and calls for justice and peace fall silent.
Forgive us and grant us wisdom to seek the things that will endure until
Christ comes again in glory. Amen.
P: Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. In + Jesus Christ your sins
are forgiven and all things are made new. Rejoice in this good news.
C: Amen.

ENTRANCE HYMN

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You

ELW #241

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only
Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

— WORD —
FIRST LESSON
Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
2
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to the city
that it has served its term,
that its penalty is paid,
that it has received from the LORD's hand
double for all its sins.
3

A voice cries out:
"In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."
6

A voice says, "Cry out!"
And I said, "What shall I cry?"
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
7
The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
8
The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever.
9

Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
"Here is your God!"
10
See, the Lord God comes with might,
with an arm to rule;

Isaiah 40:1-11

God comes bearing the reward,
preceded by the recompense.
11
The LORD will feed the chosen flock like a shepherd;
God's arms will gather the lambs,
God's bosom will carry them,
the LORD will gently lead the mother sheep.
L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 85: 1-2, 8-193
1

You have been gracious to your land, O LORD;
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.

2

You have forgiven the iniquity of your people
and blotted out all their sins.

8

I will listen to what the LORD God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to you.

9

Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.

10

Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

11

Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

12

The LORD will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.

13

Righteousness shall go before the LORD
and shall prepare for God a pathway.

SECOND LESSON
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow
concerning the promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you,
not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.

10

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass
away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the
earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 11Since all these
things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in
leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming
of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and
dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire?
13

But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new
earth, where righteousness is at home. 14Therefore, beloved, while you are
waiting for these things, strive to be found by God at peace, without spot or
blemish; 15and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.
L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

HOLY GOSPEL

Mark 1:1-8, NRSV, emended

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
"See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,' "
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. People from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
being baptized by John in the river Jordan while confessing their sins. Now
John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and
he ate locusts and wild honey. John proclaimed, "The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie
the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit."
P: The Gospel of Our Lord!
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pr. Adrianne Meier

HYMN OF THE DAY

Comfort, Comfort Now My People

ELW #256

APOSTLES' CREED
A: Let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this
weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.
A brief silence.
Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience.
Sustain and support us in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as
we discern and enact your mission. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth.
Renew the face of creation where it is in need of your healing touch. Mend
the wounds of environmental damage and restore balance to ecosystems
so that all creation can declare your praise. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

A: Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from
discrimination, judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort.
Lead us toward a world where faithfulness will sprout underfoot and
righteousness rain down from above. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the
disparities between your people. Sustain and support people with physical
and intellectual disabilities. Accompany disability advocates who work for a
world accessible to all. Teach us to celebrate the great diversity in our
midst. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our
families and congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season.
Comfort those who grieve, be a companion to all who are lonely, tend
those who are sick or struggling with depression, and gather all people in
your healing embrace. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in
the wilderness and taught us to continue their faithful work. Make their
generous lives an example for all. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
OFFERING
Click here to visit the St. Thomas website and click the green Donate to St.
Thomas button to provide your offering digitally. Offerings may also be mailed
to our address found on the last page of this bulletin.

OFFERING PRAYER
A: Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every
season. Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will
receive your blessing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray.
C: Amen.
— MEAL —
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
A: Let us pray as our Lord has taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION:
P: Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here.
Come, eat and drink.

In the Lord I'll Be Ever Thankful (sing three times)

EUCHARISTIC BLESSING

C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of the feast of
that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to
make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

— SENDING —
BENEDICTION
P: The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected
Savior fill you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, + now
and forever.
C: Amen.
*SENDING HYMN

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

ELW #254

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Comfort, Comfort Now My People

Johann Pachelbel

***
We depart in peace to continue our worship in lives of witness
to Christ's love in work, play, service, and care for creation.
MINISTERS SERVING TODAY: Rey Kanté; John Bush; Peter and Leah Iversen;
Lindsey Smith
The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Rey Kanté in celebration of the
baptismal birthday of his mother, Marta Deibert.

We are a Christ-centered community that lives, shares and
celebrates God’s grace with all people!
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