
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

First Sunday in Lent 
 

February 21, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE SERVICE at 11:00 a.m. 
We are honored that you are joining our worship today.  We encourage you to 
prepare for worship:  gather the family, light candles, lay out bread and wine or 
grape juice.  It doesn’t need to be fancy, but do take the time to do what is 
necessary to make attending virtual worship a true spiritual practice for you.   
You are welcome at this meal. 
 

The Liturgy is reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, setting 5,  
copyright © 2006 by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 
 

- GATHERING – 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, +one God, who looks upon us in compassion,  

forgives our sins, and heals our lives. 
C: Amen. 

 P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: To you, O God,  
C: all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing  

our failure to love as you love us, our silence in the face of injustice, and 
our fear of death, even as you show that it is the way to eternal life. 
Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your 
way, teach us your path, and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of 
your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 
P: By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the  

death and resurrection of +Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The 
God of mercy and might strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in 
eternal life.   

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



ENTRANCE HYMN    The Glory of These Forty Days      ELW #320 

 
 
 

Permission to stream and reprint this hymn was obtained from One License with license #A-724450. 

 
 



GREETING  
 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  
  of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 

 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you  
saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your 
Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be 
with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

+ WORD +  
 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE              Pr. Lecia Beck 
 
FIRST LESSON                     Genesis 9:8-17 
 God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 "As for me, I am establishing my 

covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living 
creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of 



the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant 
with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, 
and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth." 12God said, "This 
is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living 
creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the 
clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 
14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will 
remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature 
of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all 
flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is 
on the earth." 17God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant that I have 
established between me and all flesh that is on the earth." 

 

L:  Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
PSALM 25:1-10 (spoken responsively, assisting minister/congregation) 

 

1To you, O LORD, 
 I lift up my soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
 nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
 rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
4Show me your ways, O LORD, 
 and teach me your paths. 
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
 for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted  
 all the day long. 
6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 
 for they are from everlasting. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
 remember me according to your steadfast love  
 and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 
8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 
 therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
9You lead the lowly in justice 
 and teach the lowly your way. 
10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
 to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. 



SECOND LESSON                      1 Peter 3:18-22 
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in 
order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in 
the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in 
prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the 
days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now 
saves you--not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for 
a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone 
into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers made subject to him. 

 

L: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                                   Mark 1:9-15 NRSV, emended 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 In those days (when John the Baptizer was proclaiming repentance) Jesus  
came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And 
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven: “You 
are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” Then the Spirit 
immediately drove Jesus out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness 
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts, and the angels 
came and waited on him. Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee—
proclaiming the good news of God and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the 
reign of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news." 

 

 P: The Gospel of our Lord! 
      C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 SERMON                     Pr. Adrianne Meier 
 

 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY          Lord of Our Life        ELW #766 

 
 
APOSTLES' CREED 
 A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and Earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 



  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 A: Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world,  
  and all in need. 
 

  A brief silence. 
 

 A: In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your  
church throughout the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us 
to trust always in the good news of your salvation. Hear us, O God. 

 C: Your mercy is great. 
 
 A: You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all  

the earth's creatures from destruction, especially the long-eared bat. 
Empower the work of biologists, conservationists, and science educators. 
Hear us, O God. 

 C: Your mercy is great. 
 
 A: All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and  

actions of leaders in our community and throughout the world, that they 
may maintain justice for the lowly. Hear us, O God. 

 C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and  
refugees crossing dangerous lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. 
Unite families divided by strife, disaster, or policy. Give healing and 
strength to all who suffer, especially Margaret, Carl, Jan, Amy and Anne, 
Carole, Tim, Roger and Paula, Erica, Audrey and JoAnne, Deborah, and 
Casey-Marie. Send us out to offer comfort and companionship. Hear us, O 
God. 

 C: Your mercy is great. 
 
 A: In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in  

our baptismal identity and teach us to live within it for the sake of others. 
Strengthen this congregation's ministries of care and concern. Hear us, O 
God. 

 C: Your mercy is great. 
 
  



A: In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We  
praise you for all those who have died trusting in your faithfulness. Bring 
us with them to the fullness of your reign. Hear us, O God. 

 C: Your mercy is great. 
 
 A: We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through  

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 C: Amen. 
 
SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE  
 P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 C:  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
 Click here to visit the St. Thomas website and click the green Donate to St.  

Thomas button to provide your offering digitally. Offerings may also be mailed 
to our address found on the last page of this bulletin. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 A: Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our  

hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may 
pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C: Amen.              
   

+ MEAL + 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

http://www.stlconline.org/


 
 
 P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join   
  their unending hymn: 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your  
will be done, on Earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION   
 P: Jesus draws the whole world to himself. 
  In this meal, all are fed. 
  
I CALL ON THEE, LORD JESUS CHRIST 

 
 



EUCHARISTIC BLESSING  C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 P: God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body  

for the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives 
bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  

 C:  Amen.  
 

+ SENDING + 
 

BLESSING    
 P: You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,  

chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. 
 

God bless you + that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and 
life-giving Trinity. 

 C: Amen.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN    Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer    ELW #618 

 



DISMISSAL 
 A: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 

+++ 
 
MINISTERS SERVING TODAY: Pauline Caldwell, Gail Seegert 
 
ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
3800 East Third Street             
Bloomington, Indiana 47401                 Rev. Adrianne Meier, Pastor  
Phone: (812) 332-5252           pastoradrianne@gmail.com 
Office Hours 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.              Rev. Lecia Beck,    
www.stlconline.org          Minister of Youth and Christian Nurture 

pastorleciabeck@gmail.com   
Susan Krieg, Administrator 

susank@stlconline.org 
               Minnie Miller, Records Manager 

officestaff@stlconline.org 
               Mike Powell, Director of Music and Organist 

Katie Gardiner, Adult Choir Director 
Melissa de Graaf, Children's Choir Director 

 

Partners in ministry with 
Lutheran Church of the Living Waters 
Cherokee, North Carolina 
 

Linked with 
Sister Parish 
Iglesia Santo Domingo de Guzman, Chichipate 
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor, Izabal, Guatemala 
 

in covenant with 
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
314 Rose Avenue Bloomington, Indiana 47401  
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian, Campus Pastor 
www.lcmiu.org  Email: lutheran@indiana.edu  Phone: (812) 333-2474 
 

 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU are Reconciling in Christ Ministries 
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