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Pastor's Column… 
 
The term “liminal space” has been on my mind these days. One webpage gives this definition: 
The word liminal comes from the Latin word ‘limen’, meaning threshold – any point or place of 
entering or beginning. A liminal space is the time between the ‘what was’ and the ‘next.’ It is a 
place of transition, a season of waiting, and not knowing. My bereavement counselor called it, 
simply, “hallway time.” 
 It is a disconcerting place to be; we like to know where we are going and what it’s going 
to look like, and that information is not available to any of us right now. We want certainty and 
there is none when in liminal space. 
 In spite of the great discomfort we experience while in this space, Richard Rohr believes 
that we should all “get there often and stay as long as you can by whatever means possible.” 
He has much to say on the subject, including this: 
 

We usually enter liminal space when our former way of being is challenged or changed….It is a 
graced time, but often does not feel “graced” in any way. In such space, we are not certain or 
in control. This global pandemic we now face is an example of an immense, collective liminal 
space. 
 

 While it is certainly true that we are never really in control, liminal space makes this 
painfully obvious, and the fact that everyone on the planet is now in that space is, to the best 
of my knowledge, unique in all of human experience. Combined with the fact that we can 
communicate with anyone on the globe almost instantaneously, the potential for significant 
change has never been greater. 
 I am not sure how much each of us can directly change the world and the powers and 
principalities clamoring for domination, but we certainly have the opportunity to change 
ourselves in significant ways. Again, Richard Rohr:  
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Much of the work of authentic spirituality and human development is to get people into liminal 
space and to keep them there long enough that they can learn something essential and new. 
Many spiritual giants like St. Francis, Julian of Norwich, Dorothy Day, and Mohandas Gandhi 
tried to live their entire lives in permanent liminality, on the edge or periphery of the dominant 
culture. 
 One of the most frustrating parts about being in this place is that we struggle to be as 
“productive” as we have become accustomed to. Simple tasks become difficult and difficult 
tasks seem nearly impossible some days. And Richard Rohr believes that this is absolutely 
good and necessary. 
 

We actually need to fail abruptly and deliberately falter to understand other dimensions of life. 
We need to be silent instead of speaking, experience emptiness instead of fullness, anonymity 
instead of persona, and pennilessness instead of plenty. In liminal space, we descend and 
intentionally do not come back out or up immediately. It takes time but this experience can 
help us reenter the world with freedom and new, creative approaches to life. (emphasis mine) 
 

I believe that the path Christ walked – and invites us to walk with him – is down and through, 
not up and out, which is exactly what Rohr is describing here.  
 The bad news is that there is a global pandemic and it’s a harrowing experience. The 
good news is that this is just where we need to be if transformation is what we seek. Maybe 
going back to normal isn’t what we need after all. None of us needs to be the same person 
that we were when this started, and maybe that’s a very good thing. 
 

Peace and joy in Christ, 
Pastor Darby 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH GROUP 
 

Dear Beloved St. Thomas Family, 
 

I will be resigning my position as Minister of Youth and Christian Nurture as of June 30, 2020. I 
have been offered a position in the IU Health Chaplain Residency Program for the 2020-21 
school year. This is a rigorous, full-time training program at Methodist, University, and Riley 
Hospitals in Indianapolis. I am excited about this opportunity and look forward to furthering 
my pastoral care education. 
It is with sadness, however, that I resign my position at St. Thomas. I have enjoyed my three 
years of being on staff and truly love our youth. Drew and I will continue to be members at St. 
Thomas and plan to continue to be an active part of our congregation. However, I will also be 
very mindful of respecting the boundaries and early relationship formation process that a new 
person in this position will be embarking on. Please pray for the personnel committee as they 
seek a new Minister of Youth and Christian Nurture. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to work for St. Thomas, and for entrusting me with the spiritual 
health and development of our children and youth! 

Your Sister in Christ, 
Amy Bartleson Balcam 

***** 
Youth Group 
Youth group continues to meet each Friday via Zoom at 2:30 pm! We have been checking in 
with one another, sharing highs and lows, discussing where we see God at work during this 
time, discerning what God is calling us to do, and spending virtual time together! Contact Amy 
if you are not getting the email invitations.

Sunday School 
Our Sunday School season ends with the end of the school year; we normally have an end of 
year celebration, but it looks as if that may not happen this year. Please know that the Sunday 
School teachers have been keeping all their students and families in their prayers, and we look 
forward to starting a new Sunday School season in August! 

A big thank you to Leah and Peter Iversen, Melissa de Graaf and Justin Rust, and Erin Wyatt 
for the fun and innovative ways they have worked to meet the spiritual needs of our children 
during this time! They have met regularly for “Children’s Church” via Zoom, had an in-car Palm 
Sunday parade enjoyed by many of our members, and met for a social-distance Easter 
celebration in their cars at church. 

Remember to check out the Indiana-Kentucky Synod’s Sunday School @ Home resources: 
https://iksynod.org/sunday-school-home/. 

Adult Forum 
In what ways are you nurturing your spiritual growth during this time? We would love to hear 
what you are doing for personal devotions, prayer time, bible study, etc.! Also, check out the 
ELCA’s resources on bible study: https://elca.org/Resources/Bible-Studies. 

A Letter from Bishop Bill Gafkjen, April 29, 2020 

Dear People of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod, 

As the month of May approaches, many of us find ourselves wondering with increasing 
intensity when and how we will be able to gather again. With you, I yearn for the day when we 
can be in the same space together, praying, singing, sharing the Word and the sacraments, 
fellowshipping and serving. But, we still have some distance to go through this wilderness. 
While we await word from the governors of Kentucky and Indiana on their stay-at-home 
orders and phasing in of business and gatherings, I invite all of us to consider the following: 

https://iksynod.org/sunday-school-home/
https://elca.org/Resources/Bible-Studies
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 I strongly recommend that congregations and other ministries not gather in-person until
sometime in June. This includes worship as well as other aspects of being the body of
Christ in local settings. Synod staff will also continue the suspension of travel through
the month of May. If someone from my office is scheduled to be with you or your
congregation during that time, please be in touch with them to make other
arrangements.

 I also strongly recommend that leaders begin planning for gentle, gradual, and
intentional processes of moving toward in-person gatherings. This planning must be
rooted in guidance from the CDC and from our civic authorities as well as our theological
commitments and concern for the common good and service to our neighbor. In
previous communications, I have shared resources to assist with this planning, including
the Kentucky and Indiana COVID19 websites. As more such resources become available,
we will share them and post them to the synod’s COVID19 website:
https://iksynod.org/covid-19-resources/.

 I also encourage you to reach out to your neighboring congregations and their leaders,
including ecumenical partners. Share ideas as well as ministry. Offer resources. Lament
together. Encourage one another.

 Consider reaching out to synod staff for help in sorting through what worship or
meetings or other gatherings might look like in your local context.

 Assume that we will not be able to simply flip a switch and return to what was before.
Our life together as the body of Christ and in service to our neighbors is going to be very
different moving forward. Be humble and gentle with one another in your planning.
Honor each other’s emotional responses to changes in your life as a community of faith.
Make space for lament. Welcome moments of joy. Help each other live into hope. Learn
from this journey through the coronavirus wilderness and let the learning lead you
forward. Trust that God is at work in this time and look for the new things God is doing
even now.

In an early treatise entitled On the Good of Patience, the Bishop Cyprian suggested that when 
Christians entrusted themselves to the patient God, who steadfastly and persistently 
continues to work hope, healing, and reconciliation in the world, and lived patiently with 
themselves and others, they shone with the light of Christ in ways that both ran against the 
impatience of the cultures in which they lived and drew others into the community of Christ. 

May God give us such patience and peace now and in the days ahead! 

Peace be with you, 
Bishop Bill Gafkjen 



5 

An Update from the Call Committee 

We are excited to report that the Ministry Site Profile was approved by 
Council on April 21st.  The MSP has been officially submitted to the 
ELCA website for Pastor Heather Apel, with the IK Synod, to activate 
and begin gathering candidates.  

The committee would like to express gratitude to all who submitted 
surveys, to church staff and leaders, committees, and outside references contributing vital 
information included in the MSP.  We are excited to be another step closer to having the 
opportunity of interviewing prospective candidates for the position of pastor here at St. 
Thomas Lutheran Church. 

Thank you for everyone’s patience while dealing with disruption and delay during this 
unprecedented time of COVID-19.  We look forward to the day we can safely return to our 
sanctuary and be in fellowship with all. 

Be safe and be blessed, 
Haley Garl Hatton, Chair 

Sacha Arterberry 
Liz Gaskins 

Peter Iversen 
Gayl Laughman 
Lindsey Smith 

Worship Services 
The Sunday services are available via links on our website and also through our Facebook 
page. On our website look for "Videos for Worshipping in Place" located on the right-hand side 
of the home page. You can also go directly to YouTube and search for St Thomas Lutheran 
Church Bloomington. Additionally, an email is usually sent with a link as well as a pdf of the 
bulletin should you wish to print it. On April 26, the St Thomas email server was down and not 
everyone received the email. 

Offerings may be mailed to the church (3800 E 3rd St, zip code 47401) or 
you may utilize the app called "Tithe.ly" that can be accessed via the 
green "Give" button on our website. 
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  Greetings from Worship Committee 
All members of the Worship Committee have missed gathering with our faith 

community on Sundays and especially during Holy Week and Easter.  Thanks to incredible 
initiatives, planning, and energies from Amy Balcam, Mike Powell, Katie Gardiner, Pastor 
Darby, Susan Krieg, Debbie Selk, Adam Carroll (responsible for putting the service videos 
together), and a few other participants in the sanctuary, we were able to witness our liturgical 
services online.  It is difficult to adequately express how wonderful it was to have the services 
come to us in our homes via YouTube.  What a blessing it is to have all this technology to use 
for the good. 

The use of today’s technology has opened up other opportunities for St. Thomas 
individuals/families to become participants in our “patchwork” services online.  These have 
been uplifting and joyful in helping us connect with a variety of St. Thomas people we have 
missed seeing.  We thank all who have helped make these kinds of services possible. 

As we cautiously move through this unprecedented period and strive to keep everyone 
safe and healthy, we may find that our normal worship services will call for modifications to 
some degree.  We may find ourselves adjusting to a “new” normal following COVID-19.  We 
know everyone will want to do their part in bringing about a safe recovery and a safe return to 
fellowshipping. 

Until we are able to gather again in our sanctuary, please find safe ways to stay 
connected with loved ones, friends, and fellow believers of St. Thomas. 

Stay safe and be blessed! 

A Reflection on the Livestream Worship Experience 

We Are Gathered 
By Ronna Papesh 

It is 12 pm on the second Sunday of Easter, a.k.a. St. Thomas Sunday. Today’s online 
service just finished, and my mind is more active than it has been in days. God is calling me to 
respond and share my thoughts with my brothers and sisters of St. Thomas and our faith 
partners. 

Even though today’s texts focus on other very important Good News, I am reminded 
most of Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three gather in my name, there am 
I with them” (NIV).  This statement by Jesus is so powerful. It fills me with joy. It reassures me, 
cradles me, comforts me.  

Sometimes I like to read a bible passage, first in context with the words that come 
before and after, and then in different translations to see which speaks to me the clearest. I 
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compare how I feel hearing each version and ask myself what about one set of words 
resonates more strongly with me than another. I’d like to share some of my favorite ways 
Jesus is quoted in Matthew, chapter 18, verse 20.  

“For where two or three come together in my name, I am there with them” (GNT).
“Yes, if two or three people are together believing in me, I am there with them” (ERV). 
»Porque donde dos o tres se reúnen en mi nombre, allí estoy yo en medio de ellos» (NVI).  (I’m
sorry that I don’t have the skillset to translate this to Qʼeqchiʼ for our friends in Chichipate.)
“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there I am in the middle of them”
(WEB).
I’ll even throw in a “Darby Translation” as a nod to Pastor, though these are not our Darby’s
words: “For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst
of them.”

With some verses, I try to put the message into my own words to challenge my 
understanding. This practice helps me grow in Christ, especially if others share their take with 
me and the meaning they pull from the Word. Here’s how I interpret Matt 20:18 in the context 
of the current pandemic: Jesus tells us, “When people share an experience seeking to know 
me, I am with them. I want to be with my people! Their friend, teacher, savior. No matter how 
my followers connect with each other, no matter how they choose to talk with me, no matter 
what they ask of me, I, Jesus Christ, will be right there alongside each of them, together” 
(Ronna’s Take). 

For our congregation, online services are very new. They are different. They are 
necessary. And they are so much more powerful than I expected! I am exceedingly grateful to 
those of you who labor for us and make them happen. I am particularly thankful for the young 
leaders of worship this week. Thank you for your gift to me. Thank you for reminding us that 
we can all take action to help one another and to praise our Lord Jesus together.  

What I just experienced during today’s “spoken, patchwork service”, led by several St. 
Thomas members, reaffirms what Jesus said. He is with us. He is with us, indeed! 

Mission & Ministry New
Bread for the World 
In this time of COVID-19, we have even more hungry people. Bread for the World is still having 
its Offering of Letters. I will be contacting some families that have written in previous year to 
write again, and will send resources and links through email. If I miss someone who would like 
to write their Senators and or Representative, please contact me.  We will continue to ask for 
tax payer money for food stamps, food for those out of work, and nutritional services and help 
for young families.
Thank you,
Kari Esarey
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New Hope for Families: 

The only family emergency housing recovery agency for whole families in 
the greater Monroe County area 

The work that the staff and volunteers at New Hope for Families are 
doing, during this pandemic, is nothing short of heroic.  Thank you for all 
the ways you are so generously supporting them, both through prayers 
and donations.  

The following is an information letter written to our congregation by Thom Atkinson, 
Development Assistant for New Hope for Families: 

In order to assist more families as our community continues to endure the impact of 
COVID-19, we have partnered with Home2 Suites Bloomington to effectively double our family 
shelter capacity for the next several weeks. 

In addition to immediately housing these additional families, our staff members are 
working with each family to make sure they have necessary essentials, food, and the support 
they need to move from homelessness to stability in these increasingly uncertain times. 

The number of families experiencing homelessness in our community is increasing as so 
many find themselves without any income and social service agencies are overwhelmed by a 
flood of recently unemployed workers. Without a place to safely maintain social distancing 
and practice proper prevention, the homeless population is especially vulnerable during this 
terrible pandemic. 

We are so happy to be able to help these families when they need it the most. This 
partnership is made possible in part by United Way of Monroe County and contributions from 
private donors. It is only through the support of our community and our generous donors that 
we are able to do this important work.  
--  
Thom Atkinson 
Development Assistant 
New Hope for Families  
www.newhope4families.org   
Creating hope… one family at a time. 

MONROE COUNTY UNITED MINISTRIES 

FIRST… Thank you for your kindness to MCUM.  You have contributed lots of food and lots of 
money.  Pantry supplies help so many folks who need assistance. The money you donate 
means that MCUM stays solvent and continues to serve people who are “just making it.”  

https://www.newhope4families.org/
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NEXT…Sherene Ing, Director of the MCUM Self-Sufficiency Program, let me know that the 
pantry is in particular need of pasta, pasta sauce, canned fruit and canned pasta or ready to 
eat soups.  The cleaning and hygiene closet needs toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo and 
conditioner.  

NEW ALTERNATIVE DONATION PROCEDURE:  for those who would like to drop off Pantry 
donations at MCUM, they are located at 827 W. 14th Court, next to Mills Pool and Tri-North 
Middle School. Hours are Monday through Friday 10:00 – 3:00. 

 Pull into the MCUM Administration Building parking lot
 As you face the building, go to the door at the right end of the building
 Call the phone # posted on the door
 Someone will come and take your blessed donation
 Be sure to state that it is from St. Thomas

You are also welcome to let Susan Krieg or Amy Balcam know that you have a pantry donation. 
Since the St. Thomas building is closed right now, they will arrange to receive it at St. 
Thomas—in fact, they can pick it up at your home! 

Monetary donations can be made to St. Thomas with "MCUM" in the memo line. 

FINALLY…Thank you for all you do for MCUM. 

Sincerely, 
Helen Ingersoll 
St. Thomas Representative 

Since mid-March, from your donations, we have given 
MCUM and New Hope for Families $270 each. 

News from Karen Anderson 
As you may recall, Karen was called home along with all ELCA missionaries from their countries 
of service.  She returned to Minnesota with her youngest daughter, Elisa, joining her older 
daughter, Camila, at the family’s cabin for quarantine.   

On April 6, Karen’s mother celebrated her 100th birthday.  Family and friends had a surprise 
celebration with a car parade in front of the home where she lives.  They were sad not to be 
able to be with her in person, but will have a party when the social distancing has passed. 
Karen said of her mother, "She was born in 1920 right at the end of another world 
pandemic.  She can still win at Scrabble, reads the paper every morning and comments 
astutely on the news, has a laugh that is joyful and loving and has lived her faith, working for 
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justice and peace, with great conviction all of her life.  She is a blessing to everyone who 
knows her."  

Karen's work in Chile continues without her for the time being. "The EPES staff continues to be 
committed to working for justice, dignity and health. We are all connected via video 
conferencing and continue to meet regularly in our specific areas (executive team, educational 
team and administrative team).  We have been working with community health teams to 
support them and their families during this time of quarantine. We are helping protect women 
who are in their homes with abusive partners, working with the Chilean national network to 
prevent violence against women.  We have developed educational materials on mental health, 
COVID19, local resources, nutrition, among other topics. We are also working closely with the 
Haitian immigrant community in El Bosque, producing informational and educational materials 
in Creole." 

Karen asks that we notify her if there is something she can do to support St. Thomas. “You are 
all in my thoughts and prayers and I would be grateful if you would continue to include my 
family, the EPES staff, the health promoters, the people of Chile and the Global Mission staff of 
the ELCA in your prayers,” she writes.  

Finally, she shared with us part of a message from the Rev. Dr. Rafael Malpica, Executive 
Director of Global Mission: 

 “I expect that when you read this letter, you are all in the same place that I am: A place that 
sees the continual suffering, loss, grief, uncertainty, physical distancing due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. This pandemic has shaken the foundation, it calls us into deeper conversation 
about what is essential to the functioning of who we are as Church, and it invites us to look 
for innovative avenues to continue in Christ’s mission of reconciliation and life. And so, this 
place where I am is also one of hope." 

Gardeners up on the hill are planting again, both for 
themselves and Mother Hubbard's Cupboard. In 2019, 
St. Thomas Community Garden donated 300 pounds of 
fresh produce. The gardeners appreciate this 
opportunity. 




