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Pastor's column… 

If you haven’t voted already, I write to remind you that it is your duty not just as a citizen of our country, but 
also as a Christian - as a Lutheran -  to do so.  There is a doctrine in Lutheran theology called the two kingdoms.  
It is a much debated doctrine, as Luther didn’t really flesh it out for us, and it seems to be the kind of doctrine 
that we’re as likely to turn into a weapon as to use it in order to aid the Good News.  Theologian Darrell H. 
Jodock, now emeritus professor at Gustavus Adolphus College, wrote an article on Luther’s two kingdom 
doctrine for the October 2012 issue The Lutheran.  I filed this article away and return to it often.  In it, Jodock 
argued that “kingdoms” is probably an incorrect translation of Luther’s idea.  Rather, he says, the two kingdoms 
are ways God influences the world.  He writes, “On the one hand, God works through the good news to 
overcome human estrangement and bring humans into relationship with God.  On the other hand, God works 
through authorities and structures to create the kind of order that allows humans to flourish.  Both come from 
God, and both are needed.”  Participating in our government - voting - is one way we live out our Christian 
vocation to work with God to right-side-up the world. 

That said, to vote like a Lutheran isn’t necessarily to vote one party or another, but to arrive to the voting booth 
prepared to vote.  It is to fully investigate those running for office and the issues on the ballot.  It is to ask critical 
questions and to express your desire to see justice - like the kinds the prophets speak of - in your community, 
country, and world.  The end goal isn’t a Christian nation (a term whose extra-Biblical desires refuse to respect 
the nuance of human life on earth) but justice for all.  As Luther says in The Freedom of a Christian, “For a 
human being does not live in the mortal body solely for himself or herself and work only on it, but lives together 
with all other human beings on earth.” 

When you get to the voting booth, you should bring with you a Christian’s greatest tool:  hope.  Luther told his 
students, “Everything in this world is done by hope.”  Hope is woven into the songs of the prophet.  Hope is in 

every call for justice.  The prophetic song of Mary in Luke’s gospel (one of the themes for our upcoming Advent 
midweek services) comes at one of the darkest times in history for her people, and yet her song is one of hope 

that God’s reign of justice and righteousness is commencing.  God will cast down the mighty, lift up the lowly, 
and fill the hungry with good things.  St. Augustine said, “Hope has two beautiful daughters:  anger at the way 
things are and courage that things don’t remain that way.”  The courage of which Augustine speaks is fueled by 
imagination, that is, a vision of the world as God sees it.  And that is the vision that informs our votes - not a 
partisan agenda, an op-ed, or our history of pulling the blue or red level.  Our vote is informed by the 
imagination of the divine. 

God be with you, 
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 WORSHIP and CONGREGATIONAL NEWSS 

Virtual Narthex - November 1 
Bring your own coffee and join us for casual conversation on Zoom on Sunday, November 1 and Sunday, 
December 6 at 10:10am (don’t forget to reset your clock!).  For All Saints Day (11/1), bring a picture of someone 
who inspires you.   

The December Virtual Narthex occurs on St. Nicholas Day (12/6). We’ll be joined by a representative from 
MCUM and share our favorite childhood Christmas gifts.  The link to join for both days is:  
http://bit.ly/virtualnarthexnov1 

Annual Congregational Budget Meeting – November 15 
Please attend the virtual congregational meeting for approving the St. Thomas 2021 budget.  
Topic: STLC Congregational Budget Meeting 
Time: Nov 15, 2020 1:00 PM  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88271209131?pwd=c2hiWm9xQTZXakNCU21wWVN6bGRSUT09 

Meeting ID: 882 7120 9131 
Passcode: 480563 

Christ the King Sunday – November 22 
On Christ the King Sunday, we lift up a shining example of what it means to truly rule and wield power in this 
world:  not a throne, but a cross.  On this day, if we were worshipping together, we would begin with a joyful 
procession, led by the cross.  For our virtual service, we hope you will contribute pictures of crosses in your 
home, in places that have been sacred to you, or that you have made (which is a fancy way to say:  KIDS!  Send 
us beautiful cross art!).  Watch Weekly Announcements for an upload link soon --or drop off a photograph to the 
church by Monday, November 16. 

Advent 
“O, that you would rend the heavens and come down…” (Isaiah 64:1a) 

Could there be a year where the prophet’s words ring more true?  Oh that God would come down and reverse 
the course of COVID-19.  Oh that God would come down and say, unequivocally that lives of people of color, 
immigrants, and refugees matter.  Oh that God would come down and end division.  Oh that God would come 
down and begin an endless reign of justice, mercy, and peace.  Yet we are not without our own need for 
transformation.  Thomas Merton once said, “Advent is the beginning of the end of all that is in us that is not 
Christ.”  Throughout this season, let us gather in worship and prayer, lifting up the transformation of our world 
and ourselves, that we might become more like the one for whom we wait. 

Advent Midweek Services: 
Prayer at Noon on Zoom  Join us for a simple service praying the Lord’s Prayer, the 
Apostle’s Creed, and requests of those gathered.  Click on this link to join us at noon on 
December 2, 9, 16, and 23:  http://bit.ly/stlc2020adventprayer 

Songs of Hope  In the first two chapters of Luke, four songs are featured:  the Song of 
Mary (the Magnificat), the Song of Zachariah (the Nunc Dimittis), the Song of Simeon 

(the Benedictus), and the Song of the Angels (the Gloria).  Let us explore these songs in a way that give us hope 
in the midst of the unexplained and unprecedented.  These virtual services will premiere on our YouTube page 
(with links from our website and Facebook page) at 7:00pm on December 2, 9, 16, and 23. 

http://bit.ly/virtualnarthexnov1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88271209131?pwd=c2hiWm9xQTZXakNCU21wWVN6bGRSUT09
http://bit.ly/stlc2020adventprayer
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COVID Task Force Recommendations 
This overview of the Task Force Recommendations reflects those approved by the council on October 18, 2020; 
the entire document may be reviewed on our website. 

Currently we are in Phase 1. 

Phase 1 
Building:  Locked, please call to be admitted to the building for your appointment. 
Staff:  Working from home or the office. 
Small Groups:  Meet online.  Small groups of less than 10 may meet at the church at the discretion of the staff 
and following all safety protocols.  Small groups may also meet outside following physical distancing and other 
safety protocols. 
Worship:  Virtual 

Phase 2 
Building:  Open, appointments required. 
Staff:  Working from home or the office. 
Small Groups:  May meet online, outside, or in the building following safety protocols.  All meetings must be 
scheduled in advanced with the church office and must allow for virtual participation.  All rooms in the church 
have a prescribed capacity limit. 
Worship:  Virtual 

Phase 3 
Building:  Open, appointments requested. 
Staff:  Working from home or the office. 
Small Groups:  May meet online, outside, or in the building following safety protocols.  All meetings must be 
scheduled in advanced with the church office and must allow for virtual participation.  All rooms in the church 
have a prescribed capacity limit. 
Worship:  In person, with restrictions, live-streamed and/or offered virtually, as possible. 

New Safety Policies and Procedures: 

• Stay home if you are ill or have been exposed to COVID-19.

• Wear a mask and wash hands frequently.

• Sign in with name, phone number, and e-mail address upon arrival or on a small group roster in assigned
room.  No exceptions.

• Maintain appropriate social distance.

• Do not exceed posted room capacity.

• Committee chairs, small group leaders, and event conveners must schedule all in person meetings with the
church office, use assigned room, and complete an exit procedure list (which includes turning in roster of
attendees, turning on and off furnace fans, etc.).
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St. Thomas Mission & Ministry News 

From the Mission Committee: 

Popular Education for Health (EPES), Chile— 
Karen Anderson, our missionary in Chile, has returned to her post from Minnesota, where she spent six months 
protecting herself from the coronavirus.   After signing liability forms and justifying the importance of her return, 
her supervisor at Global Mission, Rev. Jaime Dubon, granted her permission for the return.  
Karen recalled her last Sunday in Minnesota before her departure. “My sister Roberta, my mom and I attended 
online church service at Incarnation Lutheran in Circle Pine where my brother-in-law was a pastor for many 
years before retiring. The closing words of the pastor's sermon seemed directed specifically to me and what I 
was feeling.  He spoke about how hard it is at times to assume the challenges facing us, and he said it is often 
our commitment to one another that is the one thing that propels us forward during difficult times. He said, 
‘something about the encouragement and power of being with one another in community lifts you and takes 
you beyond what you thought was possible on your own.’ Immediately, the EPES community in Chile came to 
my mind and all the decades of working together for justice and dignity in health for the poorest and most 
marginalized people. And I thought about all the times our collective commitments have propelled us forward 
during the most brutal days of the dictatorship, the threatening times of major national disasters and now 
during the pandemic.” 

Her Chilean colleagues were very pleased to welcome her back.  Karen translated a message she received upon 
her arrival from one of her staff: “Welcome home Karen to the country you chose, the country where you have 
given the very best of yourself and where you have worked tirelessly for justice.”   

Karen will need to avoid those colleagues until later in October, however. “Upon arrival in Chile, you have to go 
through a line to have your temperature taken, you fill out an affidavit that you haven't had or been exposed to 
anyone with COVID recently and they give you a piece of paper with your name and a huge stamp CUARENTENA 
(quarantined) with the dates that you must stay absolutely quarantined. I will be quarantining until October 
20th and will be free just in time to vote in the national plebiscite for a new constitution on October 25th!”  She 
asks us all to wear our masks and remain socially distanced.  

Here is part of the message she sends us about EPES’ work in Chile during the pandemic.  You may find the 
entire newsletter on the St. Thomas website:  

“In the midst of the suffering and uncertainty ravaging our world since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
as Christians we are called to be co-creators of a more just future. The Stories of Hope and Resistance from 
Chile, presents accounts of concrete ways EPES is working to address the crisis as it affects the communities, 
families and people we love and work with in Chile. The first issue in the series discussed the work EPES is doing 
to facilitate the process of cultivating home vegetable gardens as a long-term approach to address issues of 
hunger and food sovereignty. Here we share the work we have been doing to address immediate hunger by 
supporting health promoters and immigrant communities as they organize ollas comunes in their communities. 
The U.N.’s World Food Program states that the coronavirus pandemic has put nearly 14 million people in the 
Caribbean and Latin America at risk of going hungry. With the inability of governments to respond promptly and 
adequately, community organization and solidarity actions are the only ways to confront the hunger crisis and 
create long-lasting alliances within local neighborhoods.” –submitted by Chris Ogan, Mission Committee 

What’s happening with this year’s winter shelter? 
In 2019, Bloomington’s Interfaith Emergency Winter Shelter officially dissolved. We’ve heard that Wheeler 
Mission will be operating a winter shelter in Bloomington this year and that they are looking for volunteers to 
help with day-to-day intake, cleanup, and food service at the shelter. Wheeler Mission is a 501 (c)(3) not-for-
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profit agency supported by private, tax-deductible donations. Volunteers must be over 18 and participation in 
training is not required. If you are interested in volunteering at the shelter, please visit this page on their 
website: https://www.wheelervolunteer.org/custom/504/volunteer_home 

Ready, Set, Read about Diversity 
Books for Children and Young Adults, curated by Karen Rohlfing 
The holidays are coming. These are hard and strange times, but some things never change! The love of books, 
the need to learn and immerse ourselves in something other than our troubles, even for a short time—these are 
more important than ever. We hope that the list of books you find below will do just that. All the books address 
timely topics: diversity, immigration, and anti-racism, to name just a few. The list is divided by age group and 
contains many recent award winners. If you see books that look good to you or your child, why not consider 
buying one (or more) as a gift and also contributing a copy to Middle Way House, MCUM Childcare (maybe in 
honor of Judy Bush), or New Hope for Families. We hope you will enjoy our suggestions and consider purchasing 
some of these books. After all, the holidays ARE coming. —Karen Rohlfing and members of the Mission 
Committee 

Baby to age 2 
B is for Baby, by Atinuke 
Baby Goes to Market, by Atinuke 
Besos for Baby: A Little Book of Kisses, by Jen Arena 
Dream Big, Little One, by Vashti Harrison 
Hush! A Thai Lullaby, by Minfong Ho 
Sleepy ABC Board Book, by Margaret Wise Brown, illustrated by Karen Katz 
Ten Little Fingers and Ten Little Toes Board Book, by Mem Fox 

Age 3-5 
All Are Welcome, by Alexanda Penfold 
The Big Box, by Toni Morrison 
Dreamers, by Yuyi Morales 
Fry Bread: A Native American Family Story, by Kevin Noble Maillard 
The Proudest Blue: A Story of Hijab and Family, by Ibtijah Muhammad 
Shades of People, by Shelley Rotner and Sheila M. Kelly 
Share a Little Kindness, by Colleen Boundetti 
We Are Grateful: Otsaliheliga, by Traci Sorell 
We Are Water Protectors, by Carole Lindstrom 

Age 6+ 
The Colors of Us, by Karen Kate 
A Different Pond, by Bao Phi 
I Am Enough, by LaTashia M. Perry 
A Kids Book About Racism, by Jelani Memory 
Lailah’s Lunchbox: A Ramadan Story, by Reem Faruqi 
Last Stop on Market Street, by Matt de la Pena 
Mixed Blessings, by Marsha Cosman 
The Other Side, by Jacqueline Woodson 
Rainboy, by Dylan Glynn 
Separate is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her Family’s Fight for Desegregation, by Duncan Tonatiuh 

Age 10-Young Adult 
All American Boys, by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely 
As Grey as Black and White, by Faith Knight 

https://www.wheelervolunteer.org/custom/504/volunteer_home
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Becoming Muhammad Ali, by James Patterson and Kwame Alexander  
Dig, by A.S. King 
Don't Ask Me Where I'm From, by Jennifer De Leon 
The Hate U Give, by Angie Thomas 
Heart and Soul: The Story of America in African America, by Kadir Nelson 
An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States for Young People, by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz 
New Kid, by Jerry Kraft 
Punching the Air, by Ibi Zoboi and Yusef Salaam 
Real American: A Memoir, by Julie Lythcott Haims 
This Book is Anti-Racist: 20 Lessons on How to Wake Up, Take Action, and Do the Work, by Tiffany Jewell 
This Is My America, by Kim Johnson 
The Voting Booth, by Brandi Colbert 
We Are Not Free, by Traci Chee 
The 400 Year Head Start, by Nikki Ace 

FROM LOCAL MISSION PARTNERS: 

New Hope for Families 

1. A heartfelt and grateful thank you for your ongoing support of this mission.  Your financial
contributions, donations of goods, and your prayers, are making a difference in the lives of
these families in our community who are striving to move from homelessness to stability.  As
winter approaches, and we remain in the midst of a global pandemic, the need is increasing!
Thom Atkinson, Development Assistant at New Hope for Families, said this week that money is
currently their most immediate need. It gives the mission flexibility to address the most

immediate needs as they arise.  Checks can be made out to St. Thomas Lutheran Church with New Hope for 
Families in the memo line and then mailed to the church office. 

2. Hope for the Holidays Tree Extravaganza & Auction!

We are pleased to announce that St. Thomas has been invited by New Hope for Families to submit 
a decorated wreath or tree for their Hope for the Holidays Tree Extravaganza & Auction.  We are 
very excited to have this opportunity to represent our faith community at this family friendly and 
socially distanced community event and show our continued support for the less fortunate among 
us.  

How can you help?  We invite St. Thomas family and friends to donate an ornament (or ornaments) 
for this event. Several volunteers from our church will then place your ornaments on a tree or 
wreath which will be displayed and auctioned off.  Depending upon how many ornaments are 

submitted by this congregation will determine whether we submit a decorated tree or wreath. 

St. Thomas has chosen the theme for our submission to be “GOD’S GOOD CREATION”.   We invite you to submit 
ornaments that reflect that theme, however you define it.  Possible suggestions include angel, church, star, 
earth, cross, and animal ornaments. These ornaments can be handmade, purchased or donated from your 
collection.  

St. Thomas’ decorated tree or wreath will be on display in the Pavilion at Switchyard Park from November 17-18 
and will be auctioned off on November 19.  We invite you and your family to attend this auction and bid on St. 
Thomas’ submission or any of the other many submissions! 100% of the proceeds will go to New Hope for 
Families to help families in our community move from homelessness to stability.  
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Please place your ornament(s) in a designated tub which will be in place just outside the entrance doors to St. 
Thomas.  The tub will be available to receive your ornament from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday-Friday, 
October 26- November 13. If a weekend drop off is more convenient, please call Kim to set up a time to meet in 
the church parking lot. There is a clamp on each end to lift in order to open the lid and then clamp back down 
once you have placed your ornament inside the tub.  

As you and your family enjoy select a special ornament to contribute to this fun event, know that your 
participation will collectively bring joy and services in the upcoming year for families without a home this holiday 
season. 

Monroe County United Ministries 

MCUM Each One Feed One:  Saturday, November 7 1:00-3:00, St. Thomas parking lot. 
1 in 4 local families is considered food-insecure. Due to the rising need in our community brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, St. Thomas will host an Each One, Feed One food drive, so please mark your  calendars and 
spread the word! The MCUM pantry relies on 7,000 pounds of food each month. Let's support the members of 
our community who need it the most. The MCUM Pantry stocks non-perishable food, cleaning supplies, and 
hygiene items or you may donate money. 
Questions: Contact Helen Ingersoll. 

THERE STILL IS TIME, PIZZA LOVERS, to support MCUM by ordering pizza! 
The Pot of Dough Fundraiser competition offered by Azzip Pizza continues through the month 
of November. Five percent of every purchase using the code MONROEUNITED will go toward 
Monroe County United Ministries. Additionally, the organization which generates the most 
pizza-traffic will win $10,000.  See Azzip Pizza at College Mall and azzippizza.com. 

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY at  IU

Remembrance, Reflection, & Renewed Hope: A Poem for November in the Church 

As the days grow colder 
And the light starts to fade, 

We remember as we get older 
All those who were made 

In God’s image who have passed, 
Who taught us about God’s love, 
Who showed us the Holy Spirit, 
That was sent to us from above. 

We remember all those ones 
From all the years gone by, 
We light a candle and pray, 

We sit down and cry, 
We rejoice with the saints 

And remember anew, 
That this world is not the end- 

God, we always have you. 

http://www.azzippizza.com/
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Time unrelenting 
Quickly ushers us on, 

We reflect back upon the year 
Of how things have gone, 

We recount all of the blessings 
And all of the laments, 

We question our choices 
And list our regrets, 

But the one thing continues 
To hold us fast 

Is the grace of God 
That reminds us at last 

Of the truth we proclaim- 
Christ is King. 

So once again we start anew 
With anticipation and hope 

Of the promise true- 
That long ago and far away 
In a manger stall a baby lay 

God’s love came down 
To give us rebirth, 

God’s love came down 
For the love of the earth. 

So, while we wait 
For that holy night 

And anticipate that sacred site, 
Our hearts are filled 
With tentative hope 

Longing for our Messiah 
To come anew 
To walk with us 

Both me and you- 
But for now, we wait. 

Announcements: 
1) Thank you so much to everyone who donated items for Middle Way House. It is always a blessing to be

able to partner together to support the needs of our neighbors.

2) If you are doing any of your Christmas shopping online at Amazon this year, please consider using the
link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1109698 when you shop to help support Lutheran Campus
Ministry. It doesn’t cost you anything extra and the site is exactly the same as the regular Amazon site,
but the big difference is that a portion of your eligible purchases gets donated to help support our
students. Have a different charity that you are really passionate about? No problem- simply start at
smile.amazon.com and you can search for the cause of your choice.

Peace,  
Pastor Amanda Ghaffarian † 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1109698
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Confirmation 2020 
Confirmands Noah Smith and Sophia Watters are pictured with Pastor Adrianne. Since we could not have a 
reception at St. Thomas, a cake, communion elements, flowers, and a small gift were delivered to the 
confirmation families!

The Smith family writes: "We are so grateful and touched by the loving kindness shown to Noah and our family 
on this joyfilled occasion!" And from Sophia: 
Dear St. Thomas Congregation,  
Thank you for the gifts, flowers, cake, and letters! I miss coming to worship together, but am grateful to have 
such a wonderful group of people supporting me. Thank you all again! - Sophia Watters  

How Can I Get To Know Pastor Adrianne? 
Chats with Pr. Adrianne: Join Pr. Adrianne for one-on-one conversations in the narthex or via Zoom.  Individuals, 
or couples or families who all live together, are welcome to sign up for these chats.  There is no agenda, but is a 
way for you to share a bit of yourself and your life with Pr. Adrianne and for her to introduce herself to you.  
Please wear a mask.  These conversations will be rescheduled if it rains.  Sign up at this link:  
https://calendly.com/pastoradrianne/chats-with-pr-a or call the church office. 

https://calendly.com/pastoradrianne/chats-with-pr-a

