Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 1, 2021

SERVICE OF WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION AT 8:30AM
We are honored that you are joining our worship today. We hope to make you
feel welcome whether you are visiting with us for the first time or have been
worshiping with us for years.
Welcome
St. Thomas Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered community that lives, shares, and
celebrates God’s grace with all people!
As disciples of Christ who value the faith, gifts, and ministry of all God’s people,
and who seek justice and reconciliation, we welcome all God’s children to an
inclusive community. This welcome is extended without exception and regardless
of sex, race, national origin, educational background, sexual orientation, gender
identity, physical and mental ability, age, or economic condition.
Worship Aids
In this worship bulletin, worshipers are invited to stand at the places marked with
an * and bold type denotes the congregation's response. Everything you need to
participate in worship is found in this bulletin, except for the hymns which are
found in the back third of the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship under your seat.
You are encouraged to join us in praying, singing, sharing the peace, and
receiving Holy Communion as you feel moved. Assisted hearing devices and large
print bulletins are available from an usher.
Children in Worship
We welcome all children to worship with us. Whether talking, crying, laughing or
singing, the sounds of children in worship are joyful sounds of praise. God put the
wiggle in children and we rejoice! Our Prayground in the sanctuary and our
unstaffed nursery are open for quiet, supervised play. Children's bulletins are also
available from an usher.
A Note About Our Livestream Service
Today's service is livestreamed. Most rear-row seats are out of view of the camera,
but we cannot guarantee that any seat is off camera. By attending this service you
are giving permission to be in the video we produce.
A Few Requests
We ask that you silence your cell phone or electronic devices.
We would love to pray for the concerns of your heart during this service.
Prayer request slips are located on the table near the main doors.

+ GATHERING +
PRELUDE

O Bread of Life from Heaven

Johann Sebastian Bach

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the God of manna, the God of
miracles, the God of mercy.
C: Amen.
P: Drawn to Christ and seeking God's abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God our provider,
C: help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your
ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We
turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take
offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where
else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for
life in the world. Amen.
P: Beloved people of God, in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and
nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than
enough. Through Jesus, + the bread of life, you are shown God's mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
C: Amen.
*OPENING HYMN

The Church's One Foundation

ELW #654

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*HYMN OF PRAISE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your
gifts before us; we eat and are satisfied. Fill us and this world in all its need
with the life that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
C: Amen.
+WORD+
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

Pr. Lecia Beck

FIRST LESSON
2 Samuel 11:1-15
26 When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made
lamentation for him. 27When the mourning was over, David sent and
brought her to his house, and she became his wife, and bore him a son.
But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD, 121and
the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him, and said to him,
‘There were two men in a certain city, one rich and the other poor.
2
The rich man had very many flocks and herds; 3but the poor man had
nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought it up,
and it grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat of his
meagre fare, and drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was
like a daughter to him. 4Now there came a traveller to the rich man,
and he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the
wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb, and
prepared that for the guest who had come to him.’ 5Then David’s anger
was greatly kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, ‘As
the LORD lives, the man who has done this deserves to die; 6he shall
restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he
had no pity.’

7 Nathan said to David, ‘You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God
of Israel: I anointed you king over Israel, and I rescued you from the
hand of Saul; 8I gave you your master’s house, and your master’s wives
into your bosom, and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah; and if
that had been too little, I would have added as much more. 9Why have
you despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You
have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and have taken his
wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the
Ammonites. 10Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your
house, for you have despised me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the
Hittite to be your wife. 11Thus says the LORD: I will raise up trouble
against you from within your own house; and I will take your wives
before your eyes, and give them to your neighbour, and he shall lie with
your wives in the sight of this very sun. 12For you did it secretly; but
I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun.’ 13David said
to Nathan, ‘I have sinned against the LORD.’ Nathan said to David,
‘Now the LORD has put away your sin; you shall not die.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 51 (sung responsively, assisting minister/congregation)

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out | my offenses.
2
Wash me through and through | from my wickedness,
and cleanse me | from my sin.
3
For I know | my offenses,
and my sin is ev- | er before me.
4
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.
5
Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my | mother's womb.
6
Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom | deep within.
7
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow.
8
Let me hear | joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken | may rejoice.
1

Hide your face | from my sins,
and blot out | all my wickedness.
10
Create in me a clean | heart, O God,
and renew a right spir- | it within me.
11
Cast me not away | from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me.
12
Restore to me the joy of | your salvation
and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit.
9

SECOND LESSON
Ephesians 4:1-16
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling
to which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in love, 3making every effort to maintain
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit,
just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and
in all.
7

But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ's gift.
Therefore it is said, "When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a
captive; he gave gifts to his people."
8

9

(When it says, "He ascended," what does it mean but that he had also
descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the same
one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.)
11
The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until all of us come to the unity
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the
measure of the full stature of Christ. 14We must no longer be children, tossed
to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people's trickery,
by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15But speaking the truth in love, we
must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from
whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which
it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body's growth in
building itself up in love.
L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

John 6:24-35 NRSV, emended
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were beside the
sea, they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking
for Jesus.
25

When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, "Rabbi,
when did you come here?" 26Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, you
are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of
the loaves. 27Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that
endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him
that God the Father has set his seal." 28Then they said to him, "What must we
do to perform the works of God?" 29Jesus answered them, "This is the work of
God, that you believe in him whom he has sent." 30So they said to him, "What
sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you?
What work are you performing? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in the
wilderness; as it is written, 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat.' "
32
Then Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave
you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread
from heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven
and gives life to the world." 34They said to him, "Sir, give us this bread always."
35

Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never
be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty."
P: The Gospel of our Lord!
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY

Pr. Adrianne Meier
Break Now the Bread of Life

ELW #515

AFFIRMATION OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION
P: Siblings in Christ both your work and your rest are in God. Will you
endeavor to pattern your life on the Lord Jesus Christ, in gratitude to God
and in service to others, at morning and evening, at work and at play,
all the days of your life?
C: I will, and I ask God to help me.
P: Almighty God, by the power of the Spirit you have knit these your servants
into one body of your Son, Jesus Christ. Look with favor upon them in their
commitment to service in Christ's name. Give them courage, patience, and
vision; and strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of witness to the world
and of service to others; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
BLESSING OF BACKPACKS
P: O God, today we gather to celebrate the beginning of a new school year.
It is a day filled with joy and excitement as well as uncertainty and wonder.
God of knowledge and wisdom, we pray to you for all schools that they may
be safe and lively centers for learning, new discovery, and the pursuit of
wisdom.
As students begin the year, give them open minds and open hearts to learn
and to experience more fully the majesty of the world you have created. May
this year be full of promise for them, and for their teachers, as together they
experience new beginnings and fresh starts. Enable them to grow in
knowledge and wisdom during this school year and all the days of their lives.
Now O God, bless these backpacks and the students and teachers who carry
them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
A brief silence.
Each petition ends:
A: Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
Concluding petition:
A: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
C: Amen.
*SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
During this time of Fading COVID, we encourage you to share the peace with a
wave, a bow, or maybe an elbow, checking in with your neighbor for whatever feels
safe and conveys the spirit of peace and reconciliation this ritual intends.
OFFERING
A silver offering plate is provided on the credence table by the doors to receive your
gifts to support the ministry of St. Thomas. You can also give on our website
(stlconline.org) or by using the Vanco mobile app (find it in the app store; once on the
app, search with the code RTTMYX).
*OFFERING PRAYER
A: Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called
us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and
strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body
for the life of the world.
C: Amen.

+ MEAL +
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
*LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on Earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.
Come!
Lamb of God (sing three times)

COMMUNION HYMN
*EUCHARISTIC BLESSING
C: Amen.

O Bread of Life from Heaven

ELW #480

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could
ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love
the world with your own life. In your name we pray.
C: Amen.
+ SENDING +
*BENEDICTION
P: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, +
be upon you now and forever.
C: Amen.
*SENDING HYMN

Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor

ELW #475

*DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.
*POSTLUDE

Prelude and Fugue in A Minor

Johann Sebastian Bach

***
We depart in peace to continue our worship in lives of witness
to Christ's love in work, play, service, and care for creation.

The Liturgy is reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, setting 4,
copyright © 2006 by permission of Augsburg Fortress.
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