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From the Pastor
2021 has been the year of living in my head. It has been a year of reading news reports closely,
weighing risks, and thinking, thinking, thinking about how to keep my family safe. I confess that I
am notorious for worrying. The thing about worrying is that when the worried future doesn’t
happen, brains do a happy dance and start the process over because—clearly—it worked. I’m good
at worrying about things that will never come to pass, but this has been a year (two years?!) filled
with real reasons to worry. It has been a year where I have convinced myself that somehow,
through admittedly Herculean efforts, I could keep this awful disease from touching my family, my
friends, and my beloved congregation. And even though I largely “succeeded” (whatever that
means in this context), the effort continues, and it exhausts me. Beloved, this effort will continue
for a while. Not everyone in our household is eligible for vaccination yet. High risk people are still
high risk. I guess what I am saying is that I have no ground on which to say, “Don’t worry.” All we
can do is to find space where the only thing required of us is to be. To find time where, just for a
minute, you don’t have worry; you don’t have to think about it; you don’t have to prove your
worth.
Such a time is upon us--the contemplative season of Advent. It is a place where you can dwell in
the promise that in your worry, your exhaustion, your over-thinking, God is with you. It is the
place where you dwell in the promise that God is in all the love that is behind your worry. The
space for dwelling in the peace of inviting others into your troubles and into your hopes. The
space where joy can bloom.
Our Advent theme, dwell, was drawn from a prayer by John Birch. Birch writes and collects
contemporary and Celtic prayers on his website, Faith and Worship.
God of hope, who brought love into this world,
be the love that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought peace into this world,
be the peace that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought joy into this world,
be the joy that dwells between us.
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God of hope, who is our refuge and strength,
be the center, the focus of our lives
always, and particularly this Advent time.
On Sunday mornings and our midweek services, we will build this prayer out from the last
section—out from the center—until Christmas when the one who is love, peace, joy, and hope at
last dwells among us. May God bring peace to your Advent dwellings, calm to your preparations
for Christmas, and joy to all your celebrations.
God be with you,

From the Director of Music
The St. Thomas choir welcomes Dr. Dale Heidebrecht as interim choir director! Dale is
a member of St. Thomas, has a doctorate in choral conducting, and brings with him
many years of experience conducting church choirs. We are glad to welcome him into
this interim role and are excited for the opportunity to make music with him.

Caring for Creation, One Project at a Time
The congregation approved proposals from Council to replace the elderly roof on Heritage Hall
and heating and cooling units serving the Education wing during the November 14 congregational
meeting. On November 21, Council approved the installation of energy efficient products during
these projects.
Both projects are moving forward. The new HVAC units will use less energy than those currently in
use. The new furnaces are rated at 95% efficiency and the air conditioners have a Seasonal
Energy Efficiency Ratio (SEER) rating of 13. While this is not the highest possible SEER, Council
determined that this is appropriate for these units that run only 6 hours a week, on average, in the
summer months.
I am also pleased to report that we will be installing ENERGY STAR® certified shingles on Heritage
Hall. According to energystar.gov, ENERGY STAR® certified roof products reflect more of the sun's
rays. This can lower roof surface temperature by up to 50°F, decreasing the amount of heat
transferred into a building. This, in turn, can lower the amount of energy needed to cool a building
and reduce wear and tear on the air conditioning system. Lighter, reflective materials can also help
extend the life of a roof.
These projects support St. Thomas’ vision statement where we strive “to nurture a mission
centered community that…practices responsible stewardship of all creation.” I appreciate being
part of this community!
Ronna Papesh, Council liaison to the Creation Care committee
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Upcoming Events
Advent Midweek Services
As the nights lengthen, we are called to wonder and
wait. It is in this time that we recall a great mystery:
that into this world Christ came to dwell among us.
Advent is a time for preparation for this mystery.
Advent makes holy the waiting and wonder we all
experience in this life. Advent gives space for the
dark nights of the soul, which, so often, are the very
places of God’s great revelation. To aid your waiting
and wondering, we invite you to Midweek Services
at St. Thomas. There will be two opportunities for
worship on Wednesdays: noon and 7pm. At noon, a simple spoken service will feature reflections
from Madeleine L’Engle, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and John Bell. At 7pm, the gathering will sing Holden
Evening Prayer with reflective prayer stations based on this year’s Advent theme, Dwell. Please
note, there will be no meals to accompany these services, but we do encourage those who wish
share table fellowship with one another to make arrangements with each other to do so. These
services will be held December 1, 8, and 15.

Children’s Christmas Program
The Christmas Program will take place on Sunday, December 12 during the 11am
worship service. Rehearsals will be on Saturday, December 4 and 11, both from
10am to noon. Contact Melissa de Graaf, children’s choir director, for more
information.

Women's Bible Study
Dear Ladies (and Gents) of St. Thomas, our December Bible Study is entitled "The Women of
Advent". The study will be a week early, December 5 at 9:45am. Come join us to draw strength,
joy, and peace from our spiritual grandmothers and each other. Materials are always
provided. You may bring your own bible (BYOB). For further information you may contact Kari
Esarey at kesarey@mccsc.edu or kariesarey@gmail.com or 812-219-4177.

Food Relief Appeal & SERRV Craft Sale
This year marks the 30th anniversary of our
linkage with Sister Parish in Guatemala. Sister
Parish calls us to solidarity, and, in non-Covid
normal times, we host North-to-South or Southto-North delegations between Chichipate and St. Thomas. These are not normal times, and our
sisters and brothers are experiencing extreme food insecurity. Last year, two hurricanes hit the
village back-to-back and ruined their crops. There is a Russian nickel mine that is stealing farm
land from our community members, and they are also polluting the lake where many make their
living fishing. Recent protests have led to the violent arrests of our community members. Through
Sister Parish, Chichipate has asked St. Thomas for food aid. The Sundays of November 28 and
December 5 St. Thomas will be having a fair trade SERRV sale in the narthex with proceeds going
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to this food aid. There will also be SERRV catalogues for members to order items. Jim Halvorson, a
potter from our congregation, will be offering pottery for sale to benefit the cause as well. There
will be a donation plate and we ask that you consider donating to this important mission. Checks
should be made out to St Thomas with Sister Parish Food Aid in the memo line. Thank you for
your support of our Guatemalan family in need.

Prayer at Noon on Zoom
This calm, quiet moment in the middle of the week provides a space for participants to
rest with God. Join us for a simple service praying the Lord’s Prayer, the Apostle’s
Creed, and requests of those gathered. Our next gathering will be Monday, December
6 at noon on Zoom.

Suicide Prevention Training
for High School Students
High school can be a time of heightened stress. Many
students worry about their mental health - and their friends’.
Join us on Tuesday, December 7 6-7:30pm for a seminar
here at St. Thomas to learn how to recognize and respond to
someone considering suicide.
Just like CPR, QPR (Question, Persuade, Refer) is an emergency
response to someone in crisis and can save lives. QPR is an
evidenced-based skills training program to reduce suicide. It is
based on the theory that those who most need help in a crisis are least likely to ask for it, so we
must build the knowledge of community members to recognize an impending crisis and offer help.
We will learn about common myths surrounding suicidal behavior, risk factors of suicide, how to
recognize and identify warning signs that someone is at risk for suicide and learn how to help.
For more information or to sign up by Thursday, December 2, please contact Pastor Lecia.

Advent Choir Concert
The St. Thomas adult choir will perform its annual Advent
concert this year in collaboration with the choir of First United
Methodist Church in downtown Bloomington, under the
direction of Dr. Chuck Prestinari. The concert will be held on
Sunday, December 12 at 4:00 PM at First United Methodist
Church (219 E 4th St). Even though the venue will be different,
this concert is offered for the St. Thomas community and we
look forward to seeing you there.

Word in the Woods
Experience God’s presence in creation. Join us on Sunday, December 19 at 3pm as we gather at
Griffy Lake Boathouse for a worshipful hike. We will contemplate scripture together, pray and
celebrate communion across the 1.5 mile trail. Please RSVP to Pastor Lecia by December 16.
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Longest Night Service of Remembrance and Wholeness
For many of us, the joy of the holidays is overshadowed by a longing for those who will not be
among us or by the stress and frustration of failing health, financial difficulties, anxiety or
depression, or unsupportive families. On Tuesday, December 21 at 7pm, St. Thomas will host
service to give space for these feelings and to remember these people, featuring quiet Advent and
Christmas music, time for individual and collective quiet contemplation, and the opportunity to
light candles as an act of laying these concerns before God.

Christmas Eve Services
Christmas promises us that God is with us. Join us for Christmas
Eve services with carols, communion, and candlelight on Friday,
December 24 at 4pm, 7pm, and 9pm. And invite everyone who
needs to hear the song of the angels, the invitation to the
shepherds, and the never-ending, never-failing promises of God.

Ministry Opportunities for Getting Involved
The MUSH Tree
During this joyous time of warmth, giving, and sharing God’s love
for us, let us keep others warm. Donate MUSH—mittens, underwear,
socks, and hats in children’s sizes—for children enrolled in Monroe
County United Ministries’ Compass Early Learning Center. Hang your
unwrapped gifts on the MUSH tree in the narthex or place them
underneath it. Thank you for helping St. Thomas bless others this
holiday season.

The Greeting Tree
Share your holiday greetings with members and friends of the St. Thomas community without the
expense of buying cards and stamps. Hang your holiday card on the Greeting Tree or choose one
provided on the table. Instead of mailing to each member and friend, share the savings as a
donation to Community Kitchen. Checks should be made payable to St. Thomas Lutheran Church
with “Community Kitchen” in the memo line. Place your donations in the box next to the Greeting
Tree, in the Sunday offering plate, or donate directly on our website.

Property Committee Work Day
There is only one day left in 2021 to help the Property Committee care for our facility. Meet here
at St. Thomas on Tuesday, December 14 from 10am to noon. Upcoming projects include some
scrubbing, caulking, and painting (indoors and outdoors). Masks are required. For more
information contact Sam Eichmiller at via email or 812-279-5197.
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Stewardship Update: Year End Pledge Payments
Thanks to everyone for participating in our 2022 Stewardship Campaign “A
Future with Hope.” (Missed out? There is still time to pledge here on our
online form.)
As you complete your 2021 pledge, or are able to be additionally generous,
please note these deadlines for making sure your offerings are applied to
2021:
Thursday, December 23: Last day the church office is open in 2021.
Sunday, December 26: Last Sunday in 2021. This will be the last Sunday that the offerings
received will be applied to 2021 pledges.
Thursday, December 30: Last day online offerings will be applied to 2021 pledges.
Any offering received after these dates will be counted in January, and therefore applied to 2022
pledges.
Thank you in advance for noting these dates. And thank you very much for your gifts to support
St. Thomas.
On a related note: the last day to request reimbursements for items purchased in 2021 is Friday,
December 17. Thank you again for your service to St. Thomas.

Want To Experience Some Real Christmas Joy?
Imagine being the one who provides a child with a toy for Christmas or who helps a child give a
gift to their family members. Purchase a gift on the Amazon Merry Market Wish List by December
12. The MCUM Merry Market will begin December 19 and run through the 23rd, providing an
opportunity for families to select gifts for members of their immediate household. The Merry
Market will also have a gift wrapping station, Christmas cookies, festive cheer, and more!

Altar Guild
The Altar Guild prepares the communion elements and
cares for the vessels, linens, and vestments. New
volunteers are sought who are willing and able to set up
communion several times a year. Training is available
from experienced Altar Guild members. If you are
interested, please contact Barb Unger via email or 812325-4078.

Prayer Chain
Want to join our St Thomas email prayer chain? Do you have prayer
requests?
Contact Susan Colston via email for further information.

Altar flowers
Please consider signing-up to provide altar flowers. The cost is $18. You may
take the arrangement home after the indoor service and then return the
vase later. To sign-up: contact the church office via email or sign the sheet
on the bulletin board behind the welcome desk by Wednesday each week.
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Celebrating Our Ministry

Reformation Celebration
Reformation Sunday was a day of learning and celebrating. Folks of all ages posted their own
questions and theses on the Castle Church Doors, worked to complete quotes by Martin Luther,
learned about how the printing press and moveable type helped spread Reformation ideas, and
made their own Lutheran Seals. Thank you to Beth Gallick and Mary Thomason-Smith for your
help creating our celebration!

Confirmation
On Sunday, October 31, we joined in celebration with
three young people who made public affirmation of
baptism. We were blessed to hear what difference their
faith has made in their lives. Molly Wyatt shared how she
learned to put the eighth commandment into practice in
high school, Irene Fogleman shared how she hears God’s
encouragement as she speaks out on behalf of others,
and Audrey Knipstein told us about how she has come to
know God as her Father. We give thanks for these young
people’s witness and presence in our congregation.

Mission Endowment Fund Update
MEF announces this quarter’s donations to St. Vincent de Paul, New Hope Family Shelter, Lutheran
Campus Ministry at IU, and Bloomington Refugee Support Network. For more information about
MEF, please contact chair Keith Knipstein via email or visit our website.
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New Member Corner
Hi, my name is Tom Roeger, and I have lived in Bloomington for about
29 years. I am originally from Fort Wayne. I moved to Bloomington to
attend graduate school, where I earned my master's degree in education.
After graduating, I got a job as a special education teacher at Edgewood
Junior High School in Ellettsville, where I have worked for 27 years. In
June of this year, I married the beautiful Catharine Rademacher, who is a
long-time member of St. Thomas. After attending church services with
Catharine, I decided to join the church as an official member. I am a
huge New York Mets fan. (The picture is of Catharine and me at a
Mets/Reds game earlier this summer in Cincinnati). I also enjoy IU
football and basketball, the Pacers and the Colts. In my spare time, I like
to build acoustic guitars and ukuleles. In our new house on 3rd Street, I
am excited to get to work in my new shop!

Celebrating Together with a Virtual Posada
We offer deep gratitude to our sisters and brothers in
Guatemala and El Salvador who organized and led
activities in the Sister Parish Virtual Posada!
Our Sunday School children introduced Las Posadas to
our congregation during their wonderful Christmas
program a few years ago. This is a cultural holiday
tradition where people across the Americas reenact
Mary and Joseph's search for a place to rest and bring
Jesus into this world. As part of the celebration, participants join a candlelight procession from
home to home, complete with music and maracas. Once welcomed in, they share special foods
and drinks while reflecting on the meaning of Christmas.
During the Virtual Posada, participants watched a procession that concluded with a group outside
a door knocking and asking for a place to sleep and a group inside listing the many reasons why
that was not possible. Then we embarked on our own virtual procession from small gathering to
small gathering across several congregations sharing songs, poems, and scripture. As a group, we
also discussed what gifts we could bring to the baby Jesus.
One of the most powerful parts of the evening was the lighting of candles and praying together in
multiple languages.
It was especially meaningful to hear the prayer of our sister parish in Chichipate, Guatemala.
Please add this to your prayers:
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We pray to you, our Lord God, for our brothers and sisters in El Estor. We pray for the
violent confrontations to end. The people only seek to protect Mother Earth. We pray
that the authorities will do the right thing so that the communities can live with
peace, justice, and harmony. Lord hear our prayer.
The evening ended with a virtual pitch-in where participants showed, described, and explained the
significance of the treats they were enjoying as part of this celebration.
You can get a feel for the experience in this 3-minute video and by viewing some screenshots
showing the progression of the evening. Las Posadas is a wonderful way to welcome Jesus into
our hearts, and we appreciate those who made this such a special experience!
Some of the St. Thomas participants share their reflections on this experience:
“I loved seeing their faces at worship and hearing their voices at prayer. What a privilege.”
“I particularly enjoyed shaking my noisemaker as the screen transitioned between host
groups. (That would liven up virtual meetings at work, for sure!)”
“I felt a sense of Community with a capitol C. I was honored to be linked with those
parishes in this way. I appreciated the reflections on scripture, the Baby Jesus, and Mother
Mary; on lovingly prepared food; singing from the heart with no accompaniment other than
percussion instruments; and generosity in the face of poverty.”
“This event was truly uplifting. We know these communities are struggling more than ever,
and that makes their gifts of time and talent so much more meaningful. This was a
wonderful start to the season of preparation for and celebration of the birth of Jesus.”
“A sense of Joy was what I took away from the Posada. The ‘party’ afterwards when
everyone was sharing their food, hand crafted decorations, and stories was to me as
meaningful as the programs our hosts presented.”
“This Sister Parish Posada opened my heart to Advent and Christmas in unexpected and
delightful ways. I am grateful to St Thomas for supporting our solidarity with Sister Parish
and the relationships that are transformative as a result of our linkage.”

9

Hope for the Holidays Tree Extravaganza and Auction--Thank you!!
This year St. Thomas donated and decorated two trees
for the auction benefiting New Hope for Families. Both
trees sold, raising a total of $1,700. Many thanks to the
creators of the trees. Thanks also to those who offered
prayers for this undertaking, wrapped and
transported the trees to the venue, and to Pastor
Adrianne and the staff for their support.
Thank you to St. Thomas for your generosity and
continued support of New Hope for Families.

Lutheran Campus Ministry at IU
Prior to the pandemic, every other year in Advent, Hope Lutheran
Church in Toledo, Ohio would put on an event called “A Night in
Bethlehem”. Large portions of the church were transformed into an
interactive Biblically-based village. The sights, smells, and sounds were
all engaged as visitors passed through the various areas. The event
began outside with a live camel, continued into the sanctuary with
music and dancers, then groups were escorted by actors portraying
Roman Soldiers to the marketplace. The marketplace was a series of
makeshift stalls representing different shops that were likely present around the time of Jesus’
birth. To add to the authenticity of the experience there were hosts of live animals, straw, actors
portraying shopkeepers, and then finally a stable featuring a small baby with its parents.
During the event each year hundreds, if not thousands of people from all around would descend
upon the building to have a chance to glimpse what life around the first Christmas was like. It was
smelly, chaotic, and, for most people who went through the experience, very moving. It was a
reminder that Jesus came into a world that was not all silent night and peaceful prayers, but
messy, noisy, and under Roman occupation.
It was all a reminder that God’s love lives among us, even in the imperfect brokenness and chaos
of this world. God’s love comes down to us bringing us hope in a world that tries to tamp down
hope at every turn. God’s love comes down to bring us joy to flow around us, even in the midst of
our laments. God’s love comes down and brings us peace amid the chaos. God’s love for us and
the world is the greatest gift not only because it is that love that will save us through the cross, but
also because it teaches us and inspires us to love God and others too.
This Advent season we wait for what has already come, what is here, and what will come--the
promise of God’s unending presence with us, love for us, and the coming of God’s reign forever.
May you all be blessed in your waiting that you see glimpses of the Kin-dom of God present here
and now and share those sightings with others. Amen.
Peace,
Pastor Amanda Ghaffarian
Rose House LuMin
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From Our Ministry Partners
Internship Update from Nathan Pratt
To my home congregation in Bloomington, warmest greetings from the Tri-County Lutheran
Parish of the Upstate New York Synod of the ELCA! Part of my journey toward rostered ministry is
a year of internship, so I've set aside the textbooks for the time being and relocated from United
Lutheran Seminary in Philadelphia PA. Sierra and I (along with our dog, Titus) are now residing in
Albany NY, and I'm serving as vicar for eight congregations in the counties of Columbia, Greene,
and Rensselaer.
This internship is all about hands-on learning, and I've been gaining lots of experience as I preach
and lead worship twice each Sunday, completing a full rotation of the eight congregations about
once a month. I've also been able to lead weekly Bible studies, to teach Sunday school and
confirmation classes, to interact with other worship leaders in the synod and ecumenical partners
in the area, and to serve with the outreach ministries of the various congregations—not to mention
sitting in on a whole bunch of council and committee meetings along the way!
It has been so affirming of my sense of God's call to be able to serve in this role. I am especially
thankful for you, the people of St. Thomas, for welcoming me into your congregation as a new
member five years ago, for encouraging me in my first steps of the candidacy process, and for
giving me the opportunity to discern my call through worship and service in Bloomington.
As we approach the shortest days of the year, it can be easy to allow the darkness to cool
our passion, dim our hope, and cloud our vision. I hope that you continue to reflect the light of
Christ in your lives, dispelling the darkness and sharing the love that makes all things new. I
continue to hold you in prayer, and I am grateful for your prayers and support while we are apart.
Much love,
Vicar Nathan
Send a greeting to Nathan here.

Social Media Update from Nick & Naomi Sveholm
The ELCA Central Europe Teachers Program is now posting twice a week on
social media! Please like and follow us on Facebook and/or Instagram!
Reach out to Nick & Naomi here.
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Third Lutheran Church, Louisville, and Grace & Glory Lutheran, Goshen, have a monthly online
book club, called Ethos Book Club. The group meets monthly on Zoom.
Ethos Book Club was formed as an online gathering, sponsored by Grace & Glory Lutheran and
Shiloh United Methodist churches in Goshen, KY, for those interested in racial justice, anti-racism,
race history, and race culture to learn how we, as people of God, might become better allies for
our sisters and brothers of color, and to do this in a safe, non-judgmental setting.
It is an ecumenically diverse group that is focused on reading and discussing books that educate
us further on systemic racism, racial discrimination, and learning more about the black experience.
We invite others across the Synod to join us by pre-registering here.

Due Date for January Newsletter Articles:
Monday December 20, 2021
Due Date for Weekly Announcements:
Printed (Bulletins): Wednesdays
Emailed (MailChimp): Thursdays
Unsubscribe from this list or update your preferences by emailing:
parishadmin@stlconline.org
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ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
3800 East Third Street
Bloomington, Indiana 47401
Office Hours 9:00a.m.-4:30p.m.
Phone: (812) 332-5252
stlconline.org
Rev. Adrianne Meier, Pastor
pastor@stlconline.org
Rev. Lecia Beck, Minister of Youth and Christian Nurture
christiannurture@stlconline.org
Erica Whichello, Administrator parishadmin@stlconline.org
Mike Powell, Director of Music and Organist
Dr. Dale Heidebrecht, Interim Adult Choir Director
Melissa de Graaf, Children's Choir Director

In covenant with
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY
314 Rose Avenue Bloomington, Indiana 47401
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian, Campus Pastor
Email: lutheran@indiana.edu
Phone: (812) 333-2474
lcmiu.org

St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU are Reconciling in Christ Ministries

13

