
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 
December 5, 2021 

 
 

  



SERVICE OF WORSHIP  
WITH HOLY COMMUNION  

AT 8:30AM and 11AM 
 

We are honored that you are joining our worship 
today. We hope to make you feel welcome whether 

you are visiting with us for the first time or have 
been worshiping with us for years. 

 
Welcome 

St. Thomas Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered 
community that lives, shares, and celebrates God’s 

grace with all people! 
 

As disciples of Christ who value the faith, gifts, and 
ministry of all God’s people, and who seek justice 

and reconciliation, we welcome all God’s children to 
an inclusive community. This welcome is extended 

without exception and regardless of sex, race, 
national origin, educational background, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, physical and mental 

ability, age, or economic condition. 
 
 
 
 



Worship Aids 
In this worship bulletin, worshipers are invited to 
stand at the places marked with an * and bold 

type denotes the congregation's response. 
Everything you need to participate in worship is 

found in this bulletin, except for the hymns which 
are found in the back third of the red Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship under your seat. You are 
encouraged to join us in praying, singing, sharing 
the peace, and receiving Holy Communion as you 

feel moved. Assisted hearing devices and large print 
bulletins are available from an usher.  

 
Children in Worship 

We welcome all children to worship with us—
including full participation in Holy Communion. 

Whether talking, crying, laughing, or singing, the 
sounds of children in worship are joyful sounds of 

praise. God put the wiggle in children, and we 
rejoice! Our Prayground in the sanctuary and our 
unstaffed nursery are open for quiet, supervised 
play. Activity bags are available in the narthex. 

Children's bulletins are also available. 
 
 
 



A Note About Our Livestream Service 
Today's 8:30am service is livestreamed. Most rear-

row seats are out of view of the camera, but we 
cannot guarantee that any seat is off camera. By 

attending this service, you are giving permission to 
be in the video we produce.  

 
A Few Requests 

We ask that you silence your cell phone or 
electronic devices. 

We would love to pray for the concerns of your 
heart during this service.  

Prayer request slips are located on the table near 
the main doors. 



+ GATHERING + 
 
 PRELUDE      
Comfort, Comfort Now My People     
Egil Hovland  
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, the Lord 
of Israel who comes to set us free, the mighty 
Savior who comes to show mercy, the Dawn from 
on high who guides us into peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

 P: Let us come before God in confession. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 
 P: To you, O God, 

C: we lift up our souls. You know us through and 
through; we confess our sins to you. Remember 
not our sins; remember us with your steadfast 
love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths; 
and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of 
your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 



 
P: Children of God, come with joy and draw water 
from the well of salvation. Remember the gift of 
baptism: your sin is washed away in the name of 
+ Jesus; you belong to Christ; you are anointed to 
serve. Stand up and raise your heads! The reign 
of God is near.   

 C: Amen. 
 
*ENTRANCE HYMN             
Hark, the Glad Sound!         ELW#239 
 
  



 

 

  



*GREETING 
P: The peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, the love of Christ that guards our 
hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C: And also with you. 
 
*KYRIE 

  



 



*HYMN OF PRAISE 

   

 



 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to 
prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
give to all the people of the world knowledge of 
your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C: Amen.  
 



+WORD+ 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE        Pr. Lecia Beck 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
P:  Let us pray. God of hope, who brought joy into 
this world, be the joy that dwells between us. God 
of hope, who is our refuge and strength, be the 
center, the focus of our lives always, and 
particularly this Advent time. 
C:  Amen.  

  



FIRST LESSON                     Malachi 3:1-4, emended 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the 
way before me, and the LORD whom you seek 
will suddenly come to the temple. Indeed, the 
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight 
is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can 
endure the day of the Lord’s coming, and who 
can stand when God appears? For that day is like 
a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; God will sit as 
a refiner and purifier of silver, and will purify the 
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and 
silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in 
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the 
days of old and as in former years. 
 

 L: Word of God, word of life. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSIVE READING       Luke 1:68-79  
Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel 
 you have come to your people and set them 
free. 
You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
 born of the house of your servant David.  

  



Through your holy prophets, you promised of old 
to save us from our enemies, 
 from the hands of all who hate us, 
to show mercy to our forebears, 
 and to remember your holy covenant. 
This was the oath you swore to our father 
Abraham: 
 to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
free to worship you without fear, 
 holy and righteous before you, all the days of 
our life.  
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the 
Most High, 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare the 
way, 
to give God's people knowledge of salvation 
 by the forgiveness of their sins. 
In the tender compassion of our God 
 the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 
shadow of death, 
 and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 
  



SECOND LESSON        Philippians 1:3-11 
I thank my God every time I remember you, 
constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in 
the gospel from the first day until now. I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good 
work among you will bring it to completion by 
the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think 
this way about all of you, because you hold me in 
your heart, for all of you share in God's grace with 
me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense 
and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my 
witness, how I long for all of you with the 
compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, 
that your love may overflow more and more with 
knowledge and full insight to help you to 
determine what is best, so that in the day of 
Christ you may be pure and blameless, having 
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of 
God. 

 
 L: Word of God, word of life. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 
*HOLY GOSPEL               Luke 3:1-6 NRSV, emended 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third 
chapter.  

 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor 
Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 
brother ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during 
the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 
word of God came to John, son of Zechariah, 
while he was in the wilderness. John went 
throughout all the region around the Jordan, 



proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of 
the prophet Isaiah's words: 
  "The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: 
  'Prepare the way of the Lord,  
   make his paths straight.' 
  'Every valley shall be filled,  
   and every mountain and hill shall be made 
level,  
  and the crooked shall be made straight,  
   and the rough roads made smooth;  
  and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.' " 

 
 P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
  SERMON             Pr. Adrianne Meier 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY      
Comfort, Comfort Now My People            
ELW#256 
 

During the singing of the hymn, the youngest (and 
young-at-heart) children of God are invited to help 
hang Chrismons on the tree.  



  



*NICENE CREED  
 We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and Earth,  
 of all that is,  
 seen and unseen.  

 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  

 he came down from heaven;  
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 

virgin Mary 
 and became truly human.  

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate;  

 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven  



 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end.  

 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 
of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A:  As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in 
hope for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 
Each petition ends: 

 A:  Hear us, O God, 
 C:  Your mercy is great. 

 



Concluding petition:  
A:  Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, 
we bring to you these prayers and those unspoken, 
in the name of Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 C: And also with you. 

During this time of Fading COVID, we encourage you to 
share the peace with a wave, a bow, or maybe an 
elbow, checking in with your neighbor for whatever 
feels safe and conveys the spirit of peace and 
reconciliation this ritual intends. 

 
OFFERING 

An offering plate is provided at the entrance to the 
worship space to receive your gifts to support the 
ministry of St. Thomas. You can also give online at 
stlconline.org. If you are new, please fill out the brief 
form on the back of the bulletin and place it in the 
offering receptacle. 
 

(11am service only) 
CHOIR ANTHEM        
Keep Your Lamps     André Thomas 



*OFFERTORY HYMN     
People, Look East           ELW#248 
stanza 2 only 

 



*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A: Let us pray. God of our waiting and watching, we 
offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the 
service of all your people. Prepare the way before 
us as we meet you in this simple meal, through 
Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
C: Amen. 

 

+ MEAL + 
 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
  
  



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ... we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

 
 

 
 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 The thanksgiving may include this acclamation.  

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come 
again. 

 



*LORD’S PRAYER 
Speak this prayer in your preferred language. The 
pastor will continue when all versions are complete. 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on Earth 
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P: Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of 
grace.  
 
We believe that God is our host and that all people are 
welcome to this feast of grace, community, and 
forgiveness. Come forward at the direction of the 
ushers. Hand-torn bread or gluten-free wafers are 
offered with pink wine and red grape juice in individual 
cups. If you wish to receive a blessing, cross your arms 
over your chest.  

 



LAMB OF GOD 

 

 
COMMUNION HYMN    
Rejoice, Rejoice Believers     ELW#244 



 



*EUCHARISTIC BLESSING    
C:  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. Most High God, you have come 
among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form 
us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of 
mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our 
host and our guest.  

 C: Amen.  
 

+ SENDING + 
 
*BENEDICTION   

P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that we may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for 
whom we wait.  

 C: Amen. 
 
*SENDING HYMN    
On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry           ELW#249 
 



  



*DISMISSAL 
 A: Go in peace. Christ is near. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 POSTLUDE      
Comfort, Comfort Now My People    
Johann Pachelbel 
 

 
*** 

 
 

We depart in peace to continue our worship 
 in lives of witness to Christ's love 

 in work, play, service, and care for creation. 
 
 
 
 

The Liturgy is reprinted from  
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, setting 9, p. 193 

copyright © 2006  
by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 
 
 



At A Glance: This Week at St. Thomas 
Sunday December 5  
Second Sunday of Advent 
All Morning SERRV Sale for Sister Parish 
8:30am Worship (indoors/online) 
9:45am Faith Formation for All Ages 
9:45am Women’s Bible Study 
11am  Worship (indoors) 
Monday December 6 
Noon   Prayer on Zoom 
7pm  Mission Committee 
Tuesday December 7 
6pm   Suicide Prevention Training for High  
   School Students  
6:30pm Worship & Music Committee 
Wednesday December 8 
Noon   Midweek Advent Service 
7pm   Midweek Advent Service 
Thursday December 9 
6pm   Finance Committee Meeting 
7pm  Adult Choir Rehearsal 
Saturday December 11 
10am  Rehearsal for Children's  
   Christmas Program  
  



Sunday December 12 Third Sunday of Advent 
8:30am Worship (indoors/online) 
9:45am Faith Formation for All Ages 
11am  Worship (indoors) with Children’s  
   Christmas Program 
1pm   Council Meeting 
4pm  Advent Choir Concert  
   at First United Methodist Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 

 
Prayer at Noon on Zoom 
This calm, quiet moment in the middle of the week 
provides a space for participants to rest with God. 
Join us for a simple service praying the Lord’s Prayer, 
the Apostle’s Creed, and requests of those gathered. 
Our next gathering will be tomorrow Monday, 
December 6 at noon on Zoom. 
 

https://bit.ly/3jVA3k0


Suicide Prevention Training for High School 
Students 
High school can be a time of heightened stress. Many 
students worry about their mental health - and their 
friends’. Join us on Tuesday, December 7 6-7:30pm 
for a seminar here at St. Thomas to learn how to 
recognize and respond to someone considering 
suicide. Just like CPR, QPR (Question, Persuade, Refer) 
is an emergency response to someone in crisis and 
can save lives. For more information, please contact 
Pastor Lecia. 
 
Advent Midweek Services  
Advent Midweek Services continue this Wednesday, 
December 8 and next Wednesday, 
December 15. Join us at noon for a spoken service 
featuring reflections by Madeleine L'Engle, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, and John Bell. Or, join us at 7pm to sing 
Holden Evening Prayer and participate in reflective 
prayer stations based on this year's Advent theme, 
Dwell. The noon services will be available for 
livestream viewing on our YouTube channel 
https://www.youtube.com/c/StThomasLutheranChurc
hBloomington/ 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/c/StThomasLutheranChurchBloomington/
https://www.youtube.com/c/StThomasLutheranChurchBloomington/


Children’s Christmas Program 
The Children's Christmas Program will take place on 
Sunday, December 12 during the 11am worship 
service. The final rehearsals will be on Saturday, 
December 11, from 10am to noon. Contact Melissa 
de Graaf, children’s choir director, for more 
information. 
 
Advent Choir Concert  
The St. Thomas adult choir will perform its annual 
Advent concert this year in collaboration with the 
choir of First United Methodist Church in downtown 
Bloomington, under the direction of Dr. Chuck 
Prestinari. The concert will be held next Sunday, 
December 12 at 4:00 PM at First United Methodist 
Church (219 E 4th St). Even though the venue will be 
different, this concert is offered for the joy of the St. 
Thomas community and FUMC.  
 
Christmas Eve Services 
Christmas promises us that God is with us. Join us for 
Christmas Eve services with carols, communion, and 
candlelight on Friday, December 24 at 4pm, 7pm, 
and 9pm. And invite everyone who needs to hear the 
song of the angels, the invitation to the shepherds, 
and the never-ending, never-failing promises of God. 



Women's Bible Study 
Dear Ladies (and Gents) of St. Thomas, our December 
Bible Study is entitled "The Women of Advent". The 
study is today December 5 at 9:45am. Come join us 
to draw strength, joy, and peace from our spiritual 
grandmothers and each other. Materials are always 
provided. You may bring your own bible (BYOB). For 
further information you may contact Kari Esarey at 
kesarey@mccsc.edu or kariesarey@gmail.com or 
812-219-4177. 
 
Longest Night Service of Remembrance and 
Wholeness 
For many of us, the joy of the holidays is 
overshadowed by a longing for those who will not be 
among or by the stress and frustration of failing 
health, financial difficulties, anxiety or depression, or 
unsupportive families. On Tuesday, December 21 at 
7pm, St. Thomas will host service meant to give 
space for these feelings and to remember these 
people. This service features quiet Advent and 
Christmas music, time for individual and collective 
quiet contemplation, and the opportunity to light 
candles as an act of laying these concerns before 
God. 
 

mailto:kesarey@mccsc.edu
mailto:kariesarey@gmail.com


Getting Involved 
 

The MUSH Tree 
During this joyous time of warmth, giving, and 
sharing God’s love for us, let us keep others warm. 
Donate MUSH—mittens, underwear, socks, and hats in 
children’s sizes—for children enrolled in Monroe 
County United Ministries’ Compass Early Learning 
Center. Hang your unwrapped gifts on the MUSH tree 
in the narthex or place them underneath it. Thank 
you for helping St. Thomas bless others this holiday 
season. 
 
The Greeting Tree 
Share your holiday greetings with members and 
friends of the St. Thomas community without the 
expense of buying cards and stamps. Hang your 
holiday card on the Greeting Tree or choose one 
provided on the table. Instead of mailing to each 
member and friend, share the savings as a donation 
to Community Kitchen. Checks should be made 
payable to St. Thomas Lutheran Church with 
“Community Kitchen” in the memo line. Place your 
donations in the box next to the Greeting Tree or in 
the Sunday offering plate. 



Order Poinsettias to Decorate St. Thomas for 
Christmas Eve 
Help decorate our worship space for the Christmas 
Eve services. The cost for the first dozen ordered is 
$10 per plant. The plant you purchase can be taken 
home after the 9pm service on Christmas Eve. A sign-
up board is available sin the narthex. Or you can 
contact to church office at 
parishadmin@stlconline.org or 812-332-5252.  
 
Property Committee Work Day 
There is only one day left in 2021 to assist the 
Property Committee with a Work Day. Meet here at 
St. Thomas on Tuesday, December 14 from 10am to 
noon. Upcoming projects include some scrubbing, 
caulking, and painting (indoors and outdoors). Masks 
are required. For more information contact Sam 
Eichmiller at via email or 812-279-5197. 
 
MCUM Merry Market 
Want To Experience Some Real Christmas Joy? 
Imagine being the one who provides a child with a 
toy for Christmas or who helps a child give a gift to 
their family members. Purchase a gift on the Amazon 
Merry Market Wish List by December 12. The MCUM 
Merry Market will begin December 19 and run 

mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
mailto:sam.eichmiller@yahoo.com


through the 23rd, providing an opportunity for 
families to select gifts for members of their immediate 
household. The Merry Market will also have a gift 
wrapping station, Christmas cookies, festive cheer, 
and more! Visit: https://mcum.org/support/holiday/  
  

https://mcum.org/support/holiday/


Prayers for those with health and safety concerns 
Elif Ogan, Jan Ellis, Caretta Van Ruler, Erik 
Engebretson, Maren Larsen, Shane Clements, Anne 
Smith, Carole Kirsch, Tim Kirsch, Roger Sasse, Paula 
Ionescu, Audrey Alpers, JoAnne Namy, Deborah 
O’Brien, Casey-Marie, Mike Ost, Ethelyene Thomason, 
Seth Lahn, and Erin Wyatt.   
 
Contact the church office for inclusion in this list of 
concerns and to be included in the Sunday prayers. 
 
A separate, confidential prayer chain is also available. 
Contact Susan Colston at skcolston@aol.com to join 
the prayer chain or make a request for prayer. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 
Due Date for printed Weekly Announcements: 

Wednesdays 
Due Date for emailed Weekly Announcements: 

Thursdays 
To submit an announcement, please email the 

Church Office at 
parishadmin@stlconline.org 

 
 
 
 
 

To receive these Weekly Announcements via email  
please contact the Church Office at 

parishadmin@stlconline.org or 812-332-5252 
  

mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org


 

Today's Worship Leaders  

Altar care: Mary Sasse, Susan Colston 
Bread/Wine: Letty Newkirk 

8:30am Service 
Assisting Minister: Robin Hershberger 
Lector: Del Newkirk 
Ushers: Gene & Gayl Laughman  
Greeters: Ute Coyne 
Council Coordinator: Dawn Bakken 

11am Service 
Assisting Minister: Debbie Witt 
Lector: Chris Martz  
Ushers: Randy & Nancy Nye 
Greeters: Tim & Jennifer Garl 
Council Coordinator: Gretchen Moehlmann 

 
 

The altar flowers this week are given  
by Debbie Witt 

in honor of her husband Mike’s birthday 
 

  



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

We are a Christ-centered community that lives,  
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people! 

3800 East Third Street 
Bloomington, Indiana 47401 
Office Hours 9:00a.m.-4:30p.m. 
Phone: (812) 332-5252   
stlconline.org 
 
 
Partners in ministry with 
Lutheran Church of  
the Living Waters 
Cherokee, North Carolina 
 
Linked with 
Sister Parish 
Igelsia Santo Domingo  
de Guzman, Chichipate 
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,  
Izabal, Guatemala 
 
In covenant with 
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY  
AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian,  
Campus Pastor 
lutheran@indiana.edu 
Phone: (812) 333-2474 
lcmiu.org 
 

Rev. Adrianne Meier,  
Pastor 

pastor@stlconline.org  
 

Rev. Lecia Beck,  
Minister of Youth  

and Christian Nurture 
christiannurture@stlconline.org 

 
Erica Whichello,  

Parish Administrator 
parishadmin@stlconline.org 

 
Mike Powell,  

Director of Music and Organist 
 

Dr. Dale Heidebrecht,  
Interim Adult Choir Director 

 
Melissa de Graaf,  

Children's Choir Director 
 
 

 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU 

are Reconciling in Christ Ministries 
 

ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

http://www.stlconline.org/
mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
mailto:pastor@stlconline.org
mailto:christiannurture@stlconline.org
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org

