Second Sunday of Christmas
January 2, 2022

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
WITH HOLY COMMUNION
AT 8:30AM AND 11AM
We are honored that you are joining our worship
today. We hope to make you feel welcome whether
you are visiting with us for the first time or have
been worshiping with us for years.
Welcome
St. Thomas Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered
community that lives, shares, and celebrates God’s
grace with all people!
As disciples of Christ who value the faith, gifts, and
ministry of all God’s people, and who seek justice
and reconciliation, we welcome all God’s children to
an inclusive community. This welcome is extended
without exception and regardless of sex, race,
national origin, educational background, sexual
orientation, gender identity, physical and mental
ability, age, or economic condition.

Worship Aids
In this worship bulletin, worshipers are invited to
stand at the places marked with an * and bold
type denotes the congregation's response.
Everything you need to participate in worship is
found in this bulletin, except for the hymns which
are found in the back third of the red Evangelical
Lutheran Worship under your seat. You are
encouraged to join us in praying, singing, sharing
the peace, and receiving Holy Communion as you
feel moved. Assisted hearing devices and large print
bulletins are available from an usher.
Children in Worship
We welcome all children to worship with us—
including full participation in Holy Communion.
Whether talking, crying, laughing, or singing, the
sounds of children in worship are joyful sounds of
praise. God put the wiggle in children, and we
rejoice! Our Prayground in the sanctuary and our
unstaffed nursery are open for quiet, supervised
play. Activity bags are available in the narthex.
Children's bulletins are also available.

A Note About Our Livestream Service
Today's 8:30am service is livestreamed. Most rearrow seats are out of view of the camera, but we
cannot guarantee that any seat is off camera. By
attending this service, you are giving permission to
be in the video we produce.
A Few Requests
We ask that you silence your cell phone or
electronic devices.
We would love to pray for the concerns of your
heart during this service.
Prayer request slips are located on the table near
the main doors.

+ GATHERING +
PRELUDE
He is Born
O Come, All Ye Faithful

setting by John Carter
setting by John Carter

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, +one God, who
sends the word with angels, who is made flesh
among all peoples, and who breathes peace on
all the earth.
C: Amen.
P: In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry
out for peace.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Holy God,
C: we confess our sin before you. We replace
compassion with competition. We seek what is
mighty while ignoring the meek. We are quick to
anger but slow to forgive. We have not put on
love in harmony with you. Wrap us in the grace
of your powerful Word. Swaddle our hearts with
your peace, that all we do, in word or deed, may
reflect your love born among us. Amen.
P: I bring you good news of great joy for all
people: God has come among us in the child born
of Mary, Christ the Lord. +In Christ your sins are
forgiven and you are clothed in peace.
C: Amen.
*ENTRANCE HYMN
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

ELW#288

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*KYRIE

*HYMN OF PRAISE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled all
the earth with the light of your incarnate Word.
By your grace empower us to reflect your light in
all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

+WORD+
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

Pr. Lecia Beck

FIRST LESSON
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy
wearing a linen ephod. His mother used to make
for him a little robe and take it to him each year,
when she went up with her husband to offer the
yearly sacrifice. Then Eli would bless Elkanah and
his wife, and say, "May the LORD repay you with
children by this woman for the gift that she made
to the LORD"; and then they would return to their
home. Now the boy Samuel continued to grow
both in stature and in favor with the LORD and
with the people.
L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 148 (spoken responsively assisting
minister/congregation)
1

Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
2Praise the LORD, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3
Praise the LORD, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
5
Let them praise the name of the LORD,
who commanded, and they were created,
6who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law which shall not pass away.
7
Praise the LORD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
8fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God's will;
9
mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
10wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;

11

sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
12young men and maidens,
old and young together.
13
Let them praise the name of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted,
whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
14The LORD has raised up strength for the
people
and praise for all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near
the LORD.
Hallelujah!
SECOND LESSON
Colossians 3:12-17
As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another
and, if anyone has a complaint against another,
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven
you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe
yourselves with love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you
were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let
the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and

admonish one another in all wisdom; and with
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in
word or deed, do everything in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.
L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
*HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 2:41-52 NRSV, emended

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the
second chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Now every year Jesus' parents went to Jerusalem
for the festival of the Passover. And when he was
twelve years old, they went up as usual for the
festival. When it was ended and they started to
return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem,
but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he
was in the group of travelers, they went a day's
journey. They then started to look for him among
their relatives and friends. When they did not find
him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him.
After three days they found him in the temple,

sitting among the teachers, listening to them and
asking them questions. And all who heard him
were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. When his parents saw him they were
astonished; and his mother said to him, "Child,
why have you treated us like this? Look, your
father and I have been searching for you with
great anxiety." He said to them, "Why were you
searching for me? Did you not know that I must
be in my Father's house?" But they did not
understand what he said to them. Then Jesus
went with his parents down to Nazareth, and he
was obedient to them. His mother treasured all
these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in
wisdom and in years, and in divine and human
favor.
P: The Gospel of our Lord!
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY
Of the Father’s Love Begotten

Pr. Lecia Beck
ELW#295

*NICENE CREED
A: Together, let us confess our faith.
C: We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and Earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: Joining our voice with the heavenly host and
Christians throughout time and space, let us pray
for the church, the world, and all in need.
Each petition ends:
A: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
Concluding petition:
A: Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us,
we commend these prayers to you, confident of
your grace and love made known to us in Jesus
Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.
*SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
During this time of Fading COVID, we encourage you to
share the peace with a wave, a bow, or maybe an
elbow, checking in with your neighbor for whatever
feels safe and conveys the spirit of peace and
reconciliation this ritual intends.

OFFERING
Please sign and pass the Together In Community
pads. Make note of the names of your neighbors so
you can introduce yourself after the service. These pads
and pencils are sanitized at the end of each service.
During the Offertory Hymn, the offering is brought
forward. St. Thomas collects gifts to support our
mission of sharing, living, and celebrating God's grace
with all people. We support Lutheran Campus Ministries
at IU/Rose House and many local, national, and
international ministry partners. Gifts may be placed in
the offering plate by the door or you can also give on
our website (stlconline.org) or by using the Vanco
mobile app (find it in the app store and use the code
RTTMYX).
*OFFERTORY HYMN
Your Little Ones, Dear Lord

ELW#286

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: Let us pray. Gracious God, your Word-madeflesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer
ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to
receive the grace and truth you offer at this table
and renew in us the song of your salvation, in
Jesus Christ our Savoir.
C: Amen.
+ MEAL +
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ... we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The thanksgiving may include this acclamation.
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Speak this prayer in your preferred language. The
pastor will continue when all versions are complete.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on Earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of
grace.
We believe that God is our host and that all people are
welcome to this feast of grace, community, and
forgiveness. Come forward at the direction of the
ushers. Hand-torn bread or gluten-free wafers are
offered with pink wine and red grape juice in individual
cups. If you wish to receive a blessing, cross your arms
over your chest.

AGNUS DEI

COMMUNION HYMN
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

ELW#272

*EUCHARISTIC BLESSING
C: Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Let us pray. We thank you, wondrous God, for
Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine.
As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us
to share your love with all the world. In Jesus’
name we pray.
C: Amen.

+ SENDING +
*BENEDICTION
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in
believing, so that we may abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the
Word made flesh.
C: Amen.
*SENDING HYMN
Let All Together Praise Our God

ELW#287

*DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Go, Tell it on the Mountain
setting by John Carter
***
We depart in peace to continue our worship
in lives of witness to Christ's love in
work, play, service, and care for creation.

The Liturgy is reprinted from
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, setting 3, p. 138
copyright © 2006
by permission of Augsburg Fortress.

At A Glance: This Week at St. Thomas
Sunday January 2
Second Sunday of Christmas
8:30am Worship/Livestream Worship
11am
Worship
Noon
Taking Down the Greens
Monday January 3
7pm
Mission Committee
Tuesday January 4
6:30pm Worship Committee
Wednesday January 5
Noon
Prayer on Zoom
Saturday January 8
9am
The Gifts We Bring –
An Epiphany Retreat
Sunday January 9
8:30am Worship/Livestream Worship
9:45am Faith Formation for All Ages
9:45am Women’s Bible Study
11am
Worship

Announcements
Taking Down the Greens
The holiday greens will be removed after 11am
service today. Please stick around if you are
interested in helping.
The Gifts We Bring – An Epiphany Retreat
Someone once said, you should start the new year
the way you intend for it to continue. This is less
about setting resolutions and more about beginning
the year with intention and purpose. On Saturday,
January 8, St. Thomas will host a morning-long
retreat to guide participants in reviewing 2021,
discerning the gifts we are bringing into the new
year, and set intentions for 2022. A light, continental
breakfast will be served at 8:45am, and the retreat
will begin at 9am and last until noon. A suggested
donation for $5-10 for breakfast and materials will be
accepted the morning of the retreat. Sign up here:
https://bit.ly/30sbHZw Sign up closes tomorrow,
January 3.

The Rapture Exposed - a Bible Study on Revelation
This January, dive deep into one of the most
misunderstood books of the Bible, Revelation. Using
the book, The Rapture Exposed: the Message of hope in
the book of Revelation by Barbara Rossing, we will
explore new ways of understanding this ancient text
that bring hope - not condemnation - to the world
God loves. Participants can pick up a copy of the
book at Morgenstern’s or order online (and one or
two copies will be available on loan from the St.
Thomas library - check with the office). Discussion
will take place during at 9:45am on Sunday
mornings, during the Sunday School hour, in the
conference room.
Women's Bible Study
WBS (men are welcome too!) meets on the Second
Sunday of the month in room 17. The next study is
Sunday, January 9 between services. Any questions:
contact Kari Esarey at kesarey@mccsc.edu or
kariesarey@gmail.com or 812-219-4177.

Time, Talent, and Worship - A Future with Hope
Each week, our community gathers in worship to
experience, for just an hour or so, a bit of what God’s
hope-filled future looks like. Worship requires many
volunteers - readers, greeters, livestream video hosts,
an altar guild to set up and clean up, and so many
more. This January, we are asking our community to
consider how you participate in worship and the gifts
you bring, and then to sign up for worship leadership
roles. Time and talent forms will be available on
Sunday mornings and online on January 9 and 16.
When you fill out your form, be sure to include
leadership roles you wish to continue and new roles
you’d like to embrace.
Caregiver Circle
Are you caring for an aging parent or spouse?
Supporting a sibling or family members who is the
primary caregiver? Is someone you love living in a
skilled nursing facility? Being a caregiver or a support
person can be draining, frustrating, and exhausting.
But it can also be holy and deeply profound. Join Pr.
Adrianne for an hour of supportive friendship on
Zoom on Monday, January 24 at 7:30pm. Here is the
zoom link.

Reconciling in Christ
Sunday, January 30 is Reconciling in Christ Sunday!
Sponsored by Reconciling Works, an ELCA-affiliate
that advocate for the full welcome, inclusion, and
equity of LGBTQIA+ Lutherans, on this day we will
celebrate that St. Thomas has been a force for
welcome in Bloomington and in the ELCA since the
1980s. At worship on January 30, we will take a
noisy offering—coins!—for Reconciling Works. That
afternoon, at 3pm, we’ll gather on Zoom for a
community discussion about our welcome statement
and what’s next for us as a Reconciling in Christ
congregation. Here is the zoom link.

Prayers for those with health and safety concerns
Elif Ogan, Jan Ellis, Caretta Van Ruler, Shane
Clements, Anne Smith, Carole Kirsch, Tim Kirsch,
Roger Sasse, Paula Ionescu, Audrey Alpers, Deborah
O’Brien, Casey-Marie, Mike Ost, Ethelyene Thomason,
Seth Lahn, Erin Wyatt, Bob Osborn, Gwen Powell,
Andrew Halvorson, and Zoe Adams.
Contact the church office for inclusion in this list of
concerns and to be included in the Sunday prayers.
A separate, confidential prayer chain is also available.
Contact Susan Colston at skcolston@aol.com to join
the prayer chain or make a request for prayer.

Due Date for printed Weekly Announcements:
Wednesdays
Due Date for emailed Weekly Announcements:
Thursdays

To submit an article or announcement: email the
church office at parishadmin@stlconline.org

To receive these Weekly Announcements via email
please contact the Church Office at
parishadmin@stlconline.org or 812-332-5252

Today's Worship Leaders
Altar care: Ute Coyne, Gail Seegert
Musician: Debbie Witt
8:30am Service
Assisting Minister: Kathleen Boggess
Lector: David Ellies
Ushers: Gene & Gayl Laughman
Greeters: Kent & Barb Unger
Council Coordinator: Sarah Fogelman
11am Service
Assisting Minister: Tim Smith
Lector: Susan Hiller
Ushers: Randy & Nancy Nye
Council Coordinator: Gretchen Moehlmann
The altar flowers this week are given
by Marilyn Saum
in memory of her mother Helen Findlay
who was born January 2, 1906
and
by Barb Unger
in honor of her husband Kent’s birthday

ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
3800 East Third Street
Bloomington, Indiana 47401
Office Hours 9:00a.m.-4:30p.m.
Phone: (812) 332-5252
stlconline.org
Partners in ministry with
Lutheran Church of
the Living Waters
Cherokee, North Carolina
Linked with
Sister Parish
Igelsia Santo Domingo
de Guzman, Chichipate
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,
Izabal, Guatemala
In covenant with
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY
AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian,
Campus Pastor
lutheran@indiana.edu
Phone: (812) 333-2474
lcmiu.org

Rev. Adrianne Meier,
Pastor
pastor@stlconline.org
Rev. Lecia Beck,
Minister of Youth
and Christian Nurture
christiannurture@stlconline.org
Erica Whichello,
Parish Administrator
parishadmin@stlconline.org
Mike Powell,
Director of Music and Organist
Dr. Dale Heidebrecht,
Interim Adult Choir Director
Melissa de Graaf,
Children's Choir Director

St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU
are Reconciling in Christ Ministries

We are a Christ-centered community that lives,
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people!

