Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 23, 2022

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
WITH HOLY COMMUNION
AT 8:30 A.M. and 11 A.M.
We are honored that you are joining our worship
today. We hope to make you feel welcome whether
you are visiting with us for the first time or have been
worshiping with us for years.
Welcome
St. Thomas Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered
community that lives, shares, and celebrates God’s
grace with all people!
As disciples of Christ who value the faith, gifts, and
ministry of all God’s people, and who seek justice and
reconciliation, we welcome all God’s children to an
inclusive community. This welcome is extended
without exception and regardless of sex, race,
national origin, educational background, sexual
orientation, gender identity, physical and mental
ability, age, or economic condition.

Worship Aids
In this worship bulletin, worshipers are invited to
stand at the places marked with an * and bold
type denotes the congregation's response. Everything
you need to participate in worship is found in this
bulletin, except for the hymns which are found in the
back third of the red Evangelical Lutheran
Worship under your seat. You are encouraged to join
us in praying, singing, sharing the peace, and
receiving Holy Communion as you feel moved.
Assisted hearing devices and large print bulletins are
available from an usher.
Children in Worship
We welcome all children to worship with us—
including full participation in Holy Communion.
Whether talking, crying, laughing, or singing, the
sounds of children in worship are joyful sounds of
praise. God put the wiggle in children, and we rejoice!
Our Prayground in the sanctuary and our unstaffed
nursery are open for quiet, supervised play. Activity
bags are available in the narthex. Children's bulletins
are also available.

A Note About Our Livestream Service
Today's 8:30am service is livestreamed. Most rearrow seats are out of view of the camera, but we
cannot guarantee that any seat is off camera. By
attending this service, you are giving permission to
be in the video we produce.
A Few Requests
We ask that you silence your cell phone
or electronic devices.
We would love to pray for the concerns
of your heart during this service.
Prayer request slips are located
on the table near the main doors.

+ GATHERING +
PRELUDE
Prelude

Henry Coleman

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, +one God, who
creates us, redeems us, and calls us by name.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and
of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children. We have turned our
faces away from your glory when it did not
appear as we expected. We have rejected your
word when it made us confront ourselves. We
have failed to show hospitality to those you called
us to welcome. Accept our repentance for the
things we have done and the things we have left
undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us, and
reflect your love for all creation. Amen.
P: Rejoice in this good news: In +Christ Jesus, your
sins are forgiven. You are descendants of the Most
High, adopted into the household of Christ, and
inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven
children of God.
C: Amen.
*ENTRANCE HYMN
Lord Our God, With Praise We Come

ELW#730

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C: And also with you.
*KYRIE

*HYMN OF PRAISE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. Blessed Lord God, you have caused
the holy scriptures to be written for the
nourishment of your people. Grant that we may
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest
them, that, comforted by your promises, we may
embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of
eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

+WORD+
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

Pr. Lecia Beck

FIRST LESSON
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the
square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe
Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which
the LORD had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest
Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both
men and women and all who could hear with
understanding. This was on the first day of the
seventh month. He read from it facing the square
before the Water Gate from early morning until
midday, in the presence of the men and the
women and those who could understand; and the
ears of all the people were attentive to the book of
the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of
all the people, for he was standing above all the
people; and when he opened it, all the people
stood up. Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great
God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,”
lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads
and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the
ground. So they read from the book, from the law
of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so
that the people understood the reading.

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra
the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught
the people said to all the people, “This day is holy
to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For
all the people wept when they heard the words of
the law. Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat
the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of
them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for
this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved,
for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”
L: Word of God. Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 19

1

The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,
and the sky proclaims its | maker's handiwork.
2One day tells its tale | to another,
and one night imparts knowledge | to another.
3
Although they have no | words or language,
and their voices | are not heard,
4their sound has gone out into all lands,
and their message to the ends | of the world,
where God has pitched a tent | for the sun.

5

It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his
chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to | run its course.
6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the
heavens
and runs about to the end of | it again;
nothing is hidden from its | burning heat.
7
The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives
the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives
wisdom to | the simple.
8The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice
the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is clear and
gives light | to the eyes.
9
The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures
forever;
the judgments of the LORD are true and
righteous | altogether.
10More to be desired are they than gold, more
than | much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the
comb.

11

By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is | great reward.
12Who can detect one's | own offenses?
Cleanse me from my | secret faults.
13
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous
sins;
let them not get dominion | over me;
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of
a | great offense.
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation
of my heart
be acceptable | in your sight,
O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer.
SECOND LESSON
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
For just as the body is one and has many
members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews
or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to
drink of one Spirit.
Indeed, the body does not consist of one member
but of many. If the foot would say, “Because I am
not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that
would not make it any less a part of the body. And

if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do
not belong to the body,” that would not make it
any less a part of the body. If the whole body were
an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole
body were hearing, where would the sense of smell
be? But as it is, God arranged the members in the
body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a
single member, where would the body be? As it is,
there are many members, yet one body. The eye
cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,”
nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of
you.” On the contrary, the members of the body
that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and
those members of the body that we think less
honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our
less respectable members are treated with greater
respect; whereas our more respectable members
do not need this. But God has so arranged the
body, giving the greater honor to the inferior
member, that there may be no dissension within
the body, but the members may have the same
care for one another. If one member suffers, all
suffer together with it; if one member is honored,
all rejoice together with it.

Now you are the body of Christ and individually
members of it. And God has appointed in the
church first apostles, second prophets, third
teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of
healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership,
various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work
miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all
speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for
the greater gifts.
L: Word of God. Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 4:14-21 NRSV, emended

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth
chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
[After his time of being tempted in the wilderness], then
Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to
Galilee, and a report about him spread through all
the surrounding country. He began to teach in the
Galilean synagogues and was praised by everyone.
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up, he went to the synagogue on the
Sabbath, as was his custom. He stood up to read,
and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to
him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place
where it was written:

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me to bring
good news to the poor.
The Lord has sent me to proclaim release to the
captives and recovery of sight to those who
are blind, to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the
synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to
say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled
in your hearing."
P: The Gospel of our Lord!
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY
Arise, Your Light Has Come!

Pr. Adrianne Meier
ELW#314

*APOSTLES’ CREED
A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in
abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church,
the world, and all the God has made.
Each petition ends:
A: God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
Concluding petition:
A: Since we have such great hope in your promises,
O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in
confidence and faith, through Jesus Christ our
Savior.
C: Amen.
*SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share the peace with a wave, a bow, or maybe an
elbow, checking in with your neighbor for whatever
feels safe and conveys the spirit of peace and
reconciliation this ritual intends.

OFFERING
Please sign and pass the Together In Community
pads. Make note of the names of your neighbors so
you can introduce yourself after the service. These pads
and pencils are sanitized at the end of each service.
During the Offertory Hymn, the offering is brought
forward. St. Thomas collects gifts to support our
mission of sharing, living, and celebrating God's grace
with all people. We support Lutheran Campus Ministries
at IU/Rose House and many local, national, and
international ministry partners. Gifts may be placed in
the offering plate by the door or you can also give on
our website (stlconline.org) or by using the Vanco
mobile app (find it in the app store and use the code
RTTMYX).
*OFFERTORY HYMN
Now the Silence
ELW#460
Please stand as the gifts are brought forward.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign
of the universe. You offer us new beginnings and
guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table,
nourish us with this heavenly food, and prepare us
to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name
of Christ our light.
C: Amen.
+ MEAL +
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up you hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ... we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The thanksgiving may include this acclamation.
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Speak this prayer in your preferred language. The
pastor will continue when all versions are complete.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on Earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Come to God’s table. There is a place for you
and enough for all.
We believe that God is our host and that all people are
welcome to this feast of grace, community, and
forgiveness. Come forward at the direction of the
ushers. Hand-torn bread or gluten-free wafers are
offered with pink wine or red grape juice in individual
cups. If you wish to receive a blessing, cross your arms
over your chest.

AGNUS DEI

COMMUNION HYMN
Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

ELW#843

*EUCHARISTIC BLESSING
C: Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God,
for we have feasted on the abundance of your
house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim
your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of
your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
+ SENDING +
*BENEDICTION
P: God, who leads you in pathways of
righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who
calls you by name, +bless your going out and your
coming in, today and forever.
C: Amen.
*SENDING HYMN
The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve

ELW#551

*DISMISSAL
A: Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the
good news.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Fanfare

Kenneth Leighton
***

We depart in peace to continue our worship
in lives of witness to Christ's love
in work, play, service, and care for creation.

The Liturgy is reprinted from
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, setting 6, p. 165-174
copyright © 2006
by permission of Augsburg Fortress.

At A Glance: This Week at St. Thomas
Sunday January 23
8:30 a.m.
Worship/Livestream Worship
9:45 a.m.
Faith Formation for All Ages
11 a.m.
Worship
2:30 p.m.
Bach Cantata Concert
8:30 p.m.
Night Prayer Online Worship
Monday January 24
7:30 p.m.
Caregiver Circle
Thursday January 27
7 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Sunday January 30
Reconciling in Christ Sunday
8:30 a.m.
Worship/Livestream Worship
9:45 a.m.
Faith Formation for All Ages
11 a.m.
Worship
3 p.m.
RIC Community Discussion
5:30 p.m.
High School Youth Group
at First Presbyterian Church
8:30 p.m.
Night Prayer Online Worship

Announcements
Condolences
The St. Thomas community offers condolences to
Charlene and Mark Braun on the death of Charlene's
brother, Ryan Karis, which occurred on January 15,
2022. Rest eternal grant him, O Lord, and let light
perpetual shine upon him.
The St. Thomas community offers condolences to
Gayl and Gene Laughman on the death of Gayl's
mother, Alice McKenzie, which occurred on January
10, 2022. Rest eternal grant her, O Lord, and let light
perpetual shine upon her.
Condolences are also offered to the family of former
member Kimberly Vincent on her death which
occurred on January 11, 2022. Rest eternal grant her,
O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon her.

Congregational Meeting February 6
A congregation meeting has been called for Sunday,
February 6, immediately following the 11 a.m.
worship service. The meeting will be hybrid and you
can join via Zoom here: https://bit.ly/359dFA8 The
purpose of this short meeting will be to establish a
call committee to officially call the Rev. Lecia Beck as
pastor to St. Thomas.
Night Prayer
Online worship at 8:30 p.m. Log on for fellowship,
the gathering of requests, and contemplative
prayer. Available on Zoom: https://bit.ly/3F5bN7I
Caregiver Circle
Are you caring for an aging parent or spouse?
Supporting a sibling or family members who is the
primary caregiver? Is someone you love living in a
skilled nursing facility? Being a caregiver or a support
person can be draining, frustrating, and exhausting.
But it can also be holy and deeply profound. Join Pr.
Adrianne for an hour of supportive friendship on
Zoom tomorrow Monday, January 24 at 7:30 p.m.
Here is the zoom link: https://bit.ly/3px3T2j

The Bloomington Bach Cantata Project
Bloomington Bach Cantata Project invites you to join
us here at St. Thomas in the worship space today at
2:30 p.m. for the first concert of 2022, featuring
“Erwünschtes Freudenlicht," BWV 184. The
Bloomington Bach Cantata Project brings together
students and faculty from Indiana University, as well
as professional artists from around the region, to
present cantatas by J. S. Bach in performances
modeled on his own.
Reconciling in Christ
Sunday, January 30 is Reconciling in Christ Sunday!
Sponsored by Reconciling Works, an ELCA-affiliate
that advocate for the full welcome, inclusion, and
equity of LGBTQIA+ Lutherans, on this day we will
celebrate that St. Thomas has been a force for
welcome in Bloomington and in the ELCA since the
1980s. At worship on January 30, we will take a
noisy offering—coins!—for Reconciling Works. That
afternoon, at 3 p.m., we’ll gather on Zoom for a
community discussion about our welcome statement
and what’s next for us as a Reconciling in Christ
congregation. Here is the zoom link:
https://bit.ly/3mDDXQU

High School Youth Group
On Sunday, January 30 the Youth Group will meet
5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church.
Rides from St. Thomas will depart at 5:10 p.m., or
youth can meet us at FPC at 5:30 p.m. Please let Pr.
Lecia (pastorleciabeck@gmail.com) know if you plan
to attend by Thursday, January 27 and if you will ride
with us.
MEF Accepting Applications
The Mission Endowment Fund provides funding for
special projects at St. Thomas Lutheran Church, local
outreach, and missions beyond the local community.
If you have a project in need of funding, please
submit an application before January 31. Application
forms can be found on our website. If you have
questions, please contact the church office via email
at parishadmin@stlconline.org or 812-332-5252.

The Rapture Exposed - a Bible Study on Revelation
Dive deep into one of the most misunderstood books
of the Bible, Revelation. Using the book, The Rapture
Exposed: the Message of hope in the book of Revelation
by Barbara Rossing, we will explore new ways of
understanding this ancient text that bring hope - not
condemnation - to the world God loves. Discussion
will take place at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings,
during the Sunday School hour. Now hybrid! Join us
over Zoom: https://bit.ly/3tx6gVc or in the
Conference Room.

Today's Worship Leaders
Altar Care: Dawn Smith, Charlene Braun
Bread/Wine: Mike & Jaydene Laros
8:30 a.m. service
Assisting Minister: Ashley Ahlbrand
Lector: Mike Laros
Ushers: Frank & Mary Lou Nierzwicki
Greeters: Letty Newkirk, Lynn Coyne
Council Coordinator: Sarah Fogelman
11 a.m. service
Assisting Minister: Lyman Hitchcock
Lector: Jennifer Garl
Ushers: Randy & Nancy Nye
Greeters: Gretchen Moehlmann, Melissa Watters
Council Coordinator: Frank Nierzwicki

The altar flowers this week are given
by Kent & Barb Unger
in honor of their son Ryan’s birthday.

Prayers for those with health and safety concerns
Elif Ogan, Jan Ellis, Caretta Van Ruler, Anne Smith,
Carole Kirsch, Tim Kirsch, Roger Sasse, Paula
Ionescu, Audrey Alpers, Deborah O’Brien, CaseyMarie, Mike Ost, Seth Lahn, Erin Wyatt, Bob
Osborn, Gwen Powell, Andrew Halvorson, Zoe
Adams, Doug Bauder, and Yvonne Leber.
Contact the church office for inclusion in this list of
concerns and to be included in the Sunday prayers.
A separate, confidential prayer chain is also
available. Contact Susan Colston at
skcolston@aol.com to join the prayer chain or
make a request for prayer.

ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
3800 East Third Street
Bloomington, Indiana 47401
Office Hours 9 a.m.- 4:30p.m.
Phone: (812) 332-5252
stlconline.org
Partners in ministry with
Lutheran Church of
the Living Waters
Cherokee, North Carolina
Linked with
Sister Parish
Igelsia Santo Domingo
de Guzman, Chichipate
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,
Izabal, Guatemala
In covenant with
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY
AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian,
Campus Pastor
lutheran@indiana.edu
Phone: (812) 333-2474
lcmiu.org

Rev. Adrianne Meier,
Pastor
pastor@stlconline.org
Rev. Lecia Beck,
Minister of Youth
and Christian Nurture
christiannurture@stlconline.org
Erica Whichello,
Parish Administrator
parishadmin@stlconline.org
Mike Powell,
Director of Music and Organist
Dr. Dale Heidebrecht,
Interim Adult Choir Director
Melissa de Graaf,
Children's Choir Director

St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU
are Reconciling in Christ Ministries

We are a Christ-centered community that lives,
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people!

