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From the Pastor 
Let’s talk about the time-honored tradition of giving things up for Lent. On the one hand, I’ve done 
it all to varying degrees of success. I saved (and donated!) a lot of money the year I fasted from 
Target. On the other hand, (to my embarrassment) the year I gave up swearing ended in a tsunami 
of four-letter words after a funeral director texted through a memorial service with his cell volume 
on high. And, on the other, other hand, I have had years where living was enough of a fast—
everything crumbling down around me, and staying afloat was an act of immense faith. 
 
Lent is more than a season, it is a spiritual practice, emphasizing fasting, prayer, and giving alms 
(that is, giving to others in need). There is, I think, care to be taken that Lent not feed our society’s 
relentless monsters of “more” and “better”. I encourage you to take up practices that bring you 
closer to God, bring more clarity to your faith, or are ways of pouring the grace you’ve received 
from God into your neighbors. I also encourage you to be realistic. Lent is more than 40 days, so 
make a plan for the seven Sundays you’ll encounter along the way. And be gentle with yourself. 
Not making it to the end is not a failure. In fact, I suggest beginning with the end in mind. What 
are you hoping will happen if you give something up or take up a new discipline? It is entirely 
possible that the moment you stop doing it is the moment you learned what you needed to know 
about yourself or about God. Or maybe, you just needed more sleep instead of that five minutes 
of morning silence. That’s okay, too. Good enough is good enough. 
 
Among Christians who practice Lent, it can feel like an Olympic trial. Can we be the goodest, the 
bestest, the faithfulest? But that isn’t the point of Lent. Lent is a journey to the cross, where we 
admit that, on our own, we can never be good enough. We will never be perfect. But that isn’t 
what God wants from us. God wants us.   
 
Throughout this season, we also hope you’ll find support as you practice Lent. To that end, 
Sunday (8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.) and midweek services (Prayer at Noon on Zoom and Evening 
Prayer Wednesdays at 7 p.m.) will take on the theme Good Enough, drawn, at least in part, from a 
new devotion by Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie with the same title. You can certainly pick up this 
book for your daily devotions, and (based on what I’ve been reading and enjoying), you will likely 
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find a companion for your “good enough” Lenten pilgrimage. To end, here is a blessing from 
Bowler and Richie for beginning a new spiritual practice: 
 

Blessed are we who are trying a new thing, though we can’t quite see the whole of it. That’s 
the beauty of the life of faith. We start in the middle, at the heart center of an unspoken 
desire to live into the glimpse we’ve had of You and of Your goodness. 
 
Blessed are we who ask You to be the guide as we begin to build from here and create a 
strong, more flexible rule of life. Trusting that you are trying to foster life in us. 
 
Blessed are we who remember that we will fall short. We will fail, but that doesn’t mean we 
are ruined. WE simply pick up and begin again. 
 
Blessed are we, willing to be beginners all over again. 

 
God be with you, 
 

 
 
P.S. Many of you have been praying for my family, especially my mom whose hip replacement 
surgery has been delayed due to COVID. On Saturday, February 19, she had emergency surgery to 
remove almost her entire colon. We are grateful for your prayers; she is recovering well so far. 
 
COVID Update 
St. Thomas has heard that the Monroe County Health Department plans to 
meet on March 3 to consider the county-wide mask mandate. Any changes in 
our policy will be communicated to the congregation the weekend of Sunday, 
March 6 and will take effect the following week, Sunday, March 13. At this 
time, we do intend to retain one service with masks required to provide a safe 
environment for young children and immunocompromised people. 
 
From the Minister of Youth and Christian Nurture 
We discover who we are through our stories. Young children make sense of the world by playing 
pretend and placing themselves in stories that they construct. Elders share their values with the 
next generation through telling family stories. When young adults build relationships, they often 
begin with telling the story of their lives up to that point. Our stories shape how we see the world. 
Our stories form how we experience the Good News. I invite you to come and be immersed in the 
story of the church at our Easter Vigil services at 7 p.m. on Saturday, April 16. The most unique 
worship service of the year, we gather around fire, water, bread and wine to tell the story of 
salvation. We proclaim the stories of God’s faithfulness and salvation throughout history as we 
proclaim Christ, the one who brings life out of death. Our stories remind us that love wins! 
 
Our worship will take place outside as we gather around a fire on the circle drive to share the 
stories of our faith. The Easter Vigil includes many stories spanning the Old Testament and we 
would like your help to tell them! You are invited to add your voice! You can tell a story, gather 
some friends or family members to act it out, sing a song or more. Your story telling is limited only 
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by your creativity! To view the list of stories and sign up, visit here. 
 
I hope you will join us for this celebration! 
 
Your partner on the way, 
 

 
 
Update on Our Roof  
Our new EnergyStar shingles have been installed! In the midst of recent rain and snow, leaks in 
the flat, rubber roof the tops the narthex/lobby area have emerged. We are working with our 
insurance company and the roofing company that will repair the steeple to create a solution for 
rubber roof as well. 
 

 
 

Images taken on February 14, 2022, as RCV Roofing  
completed the installation of the Energy Star shingles. 

  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14bUu5n1ajoEjmJ3zEqjfAa0yspjM0lofDJG2CSCkWLw/edit?usp=sharing
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From the Director of Music  
All Creation Sings is a new ELCA hymnal supplement, created to 
complement our current hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. All Creation 
Sings contains 200 new hymns and two additional musical settings of the 
liturgy. The new hymnal places a strong emphasis on care for the Earth 
and the creatures who inhabit it and many of the hymn texts were 
composed in the last fifteen years. 
 
The Worship Committee recommends that St. Thomas purchase All 
Creation Sings as a resource to further enrich our communal prayers and 
praise and asks for your support. Visit our All Creation Sings table in the 

narthex beginning Sunday, March 6, or give online. Each copy costs $14.50 and you may dedicate 
each copy you purchase. Our goal is to purchase 200 copies in total. 
 
Save the date: The spring concert offered by the adult choir will take place on Sunday, May 1 at 
4:00 p.m. The concert is titled All Creation Sings and will feature several hymns from this new 
supplement. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mike Powell 
Director of Music and Organist 
 
Call Process for the Minister of Youth and Christian Nurture  
Dear friends, 
 
At our congregational meeting on February 6, we elected a 
call committee to complete the work of discerning the future 
for our Ministry of Youth and Christian nurture position.  Pr. 
Lecia Beck currently holds the position, but, as a Roster 
Minister in the ELCA, needs us to complete a call process for 
her to continue in this position.  We are eager for Pr. Lecia 
to continue in this position.  At the same time, a call process 
gives us the unique opportunity to ask about our hopes and 
dreams for the congregation and for youth and Christian nurture in our congregation.  We can 
ask, is there anything we would change about the position?  That will be the initial work of the 
Call Committee.  The Call Committee will also create a brief comment period for the congregation 
to raise any concerns, ask questions, and share their dreams. 
 
The Call Committee and the Council met with Rev. Heather Apel, Assistant to the Bishop, to discuss 
the call process.  Pr. Heather advised us that this process can feel fast because a lot of the waiting - 
for the synod to find candidates, to interview three or more pastors, to wait for a pastor to relocate 
- won’t happen.  We expect to call a congregational vote in just a few month’s time. 
 
As we move through this process, we want to assure the congregation that the Call Committee 
and the Council are available to hear your concerns and dreams.  As of right now, Pr. Lecia works 
half-time, and her call would also be half-time.  As of right now, we do not anticipate major 
changes to her job description.  Pr. Lecia is undergoing a 360-degree review (which incorporate 

https://stlconline.org/donate-to-st-thomas-ministries/
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the opinions of congregation members and friends, co-workers, and supervisors) to help her 
identify strengths and growing edges as she prepares her own paperwork to share with us. 
 
The members of both the Call Committee and the Council are listed below.  To the right is a 
graphic we’ll share regularly to remind you where we are in the process. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Justin Rust, Chair of the Call Committee 
Rev. Adrianne Meier, Pastor 
 
Council - Frank Nierzwicki (president), Kari Esarey (vice-president), Sarah Fogleman (secretary), 
Dawn Bakken (liaison to Call Committee), Amy Bartleson Balcam, Gretchen Moehlmann, Ronna 
Papesh, Tom Sinn, Tim Smith, Drew Watters, Dean Arnold, Ashley Ahlbrand 
 
Call Committee - Justin Rust (chair), Dawn Bakken (liaison to Council), Sandy Arnold, Catharine 
Rademacher, Matthew Schacht, Noah Smith 

 

Upcoming Events  
 

Lent 2022 
 

Ash Wednesday  
Ash Wednesday is March 2. Join us for worship with the imposition of 
ashes at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary. This service will be livestreamed at 7 
p.m. on YouTube. For those who wish, ashes will be available in the 
vestibule on Wednesday from 9:30 a.m. until 6 p.m.   
 

Devotionals for Personal Use  
In additional to the quarterly copies of Christ in our Home and the wonderful 
materials prepared for the Lent Mini-Retreat, we are recommending Good 
Enough: 40ish Devotions for a Life of Imperfection by Kate Bowler and Jessica 
Richie. There are a few copies available through the Monroe County Public 
Library or you can pick it up at your favorite bookseller. 
 
 

 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/c/StThomasLutheranChurchBloomington
https://katebowler.com/
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Worship 
In addition to our Sunday morning worship services at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m., join us on 
Wednesdays for Prayer at Noon on Zoom. We collect prayer requests and follow a quiet, simple 
15-20 minute service.  Join us for Evening Prayer at 7 p.m. in Heritage Hall; this simple service is 
based on the tranquil liturgy of Vespers in Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 
 

 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87562326569?pwd=QWhFVWZnc2llcW1EUDFYTnMxaUp3Zz09
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An Invitation to share in a Prayer Vigil 
for Chichipate  
St. Thomas and Iglesia Santo Domingo de 
Guzman in Chichipate, Guatemala have been 
sister parishes for more than thirty years.  In 
previous years we’ve sent delegations from St. Thomas to Chichipate and sponsored delegations 
from Guatemala to Bloomington, but we can’t plan for North to South or South to North 
delegations until COVID is in our rear-view mirror. 

The pandemic has hit hard in Chichipate, which is still recovering from Hurricanes Eta and Iota. St. 
Thomas has sent emergency relief money and our prayers are another important way of reaching 
out to them. During Lent, the Mission Committee invites your household to share in a prayer vigil 
for Iglesia Santo Domingo de Guzman. We’re asking for households to sign up for a week at a 
time. Your responsibilities would be: 

• Pick up the Vigil Basket from the welcome table at church on Sunday. 
• Set up a place of prayer in your home, with the fabric and the votive candle. Take a picture 

to share with our sister parish and email it to Pamela Smith. 
• Light the votive candle and say one of the prayers each day, or say a prayer of your own. 
• Return the basket to church the next Sunday. 

You can sign up for the Vigil at this link. 
 
Holy Week 

• Passion Sunday, April 10 - Beginning with the Liturgy of the Palms, hear the story of Jesus’s 
Passion - his final supper, his trial, his crucifixion and burial - and celebrate Holy 
Communion at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

• Maundy Thursday, April 14 - Hear about Jesus’s final supper with his disciple and worship 
with foot washing and Holy Communion at 7 p.m. 

• Good Friday, April 15 - Stations of the Cross, a visible telling of Jesus’s trial and death, will 
be available 9 a.m.-8 p.m. At 7 p.m. join us for worship to hear the story and pray for the 
world God loves. 

• Easter Vigil, April 16 - At this family-friendly service, we’ll light a new fire, celebrate the 
mystery of the night Christ was raised from the dead, hear stories about God’s saving work, 
and celebrate communion. This 7 p.m. service is entirely outdoors and will end with a fun 
celebration. 

• Resurrection of Our Lord, April 17 - Join us as we sing Alleluia and celebrate Jesus’s 
resurrection from the dead. We are carefully monitoring COVID and will make a decision 
near the end of March about an Easter breakfast option. 

 

 

https://stlconline.org/praying-for-chichipate/
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Women's Bible Study 
An invitation to The Women of St. Thomas Monthly Bible Study: This 
is a lively yet discerning and thoughtful group of women. You are all 
so wanted and welcome to be a part of us!! Please note date change 
for the month of March. We will meet on the First Sunday, March 6 at 
9:45 a.m. in the kitchen. The focus will be “Eternal Life in the Gospel of 
John. How Jesus used the expression ‘Eternal Life’ to talk about the 

Kingdom of God, and how our lives can be marked by love and purpose.” See you the first 
Sunday, March 6. Kari. kesarey@mccsc.edu, kariesarey@gmail.com 
 
Daylight Saving Time Begins Sunday March 13 
Remember to set your clocks ahead or update your phones so you won’t be here an 
hour late on Sunday, March 13!  
 
Spring Break 
There will be no Sunday School classes for children or adults on March 20. 
 

Word in the Woods 
Experience God’s presence in creation! Join us as we marvel at God’s 
handiwork in the trees, the sky and the mud! Join us on Sunday, 
March 20 at 3 p.m. as we gather at Griffy Lake Boathouse for a 
worshipful hike. We will contemplate scripture together, pray, and 
celebrate communion across the 1.5 mile trail. We will not meet for 
Word in the Woods in April due to Easter. Please RSVP to Pastor Lecia. 

 
High School Youth Group 
Join us on Sunday, March 27 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Trinity Episcopal Church. We are meeting 
together with the youth groups from Trinity Episcopal Church and First Presbyterian Church for an 
evening fun and fellowship. Please let Pastor Lecia know if you plan to attend.  

Intergenerational Adult-Confirmation Class 
Please join us on March 27, April 6 and April 13 as our confirmation students and adults learn 
side by side. We will be led by Deacon Allison Ward as we explore the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The Bloomington Bach Cantata Project 
The Bloomington Bach Cantata Project invites you 
to join us here at St. Thomas in the worship space 
on Sunday, March 27 at 2:30 p.m. The 
Bloomington Bach Cantata Project brings together 
students and faculty from Indiana University, as 
well as professional artists from around the region, 
to present cantatas by J. S. Bach in performances 
modeled on his own. 

 

mailto:kesarey@mccsc.edu
mailto:kariesarey@gmail.com
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
https://trinitybloomington.org/
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
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Ministry Opportunities for Getting Involved 

 

Adult Forms International Mission Partners 
Naomi Sveholm, teacher and missionary in Slovakia, will present at 
Adult Forum on March 6. 
 
Old-timers may remember Naomi Sveholm as an awesome knitter and 
an alto in the choir, but Naomi serves now as a teacher in Slovaki and 
coordinator of of ELCA's Global Mission’s Central Europe Teachers 
Program. In January’s newsletter, Naomi wrote about working with 
students to raise awareness of gender-based violence, noting that it 
reminded her of “the importance of being visible and walking in 
accompaniment with our partners, of being a role model and advocating for the marginalized. 
Naomi is a vital mission partner and we are honored to support her work through the general 
fund in the congregation and additional generous gifts from our members.  
 
Naomi will Zoom in to the Adult Forum on March 6, a chance for old friends to say hello, and for 
all of us to get to know this faithful, wise, and committed woman. 
 
On March 13, Karen Anderson will zoom in to tell us about Educación Popular en Salud (EPES) / 
Public Health Education for Health in Santiago, Chile. EPES uses grassroots organization to raise up 
and train health educators. Health educators return to their communities to teach about nutrition, 
cancer prevention, HIV/AIDS, and domestic violence. The Indiana-Kentucky Synod is a companion 
partner with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chile, and we are honored to support Karen’s 
amazing work through regular giving and the generosity of St. Thomas members.  
 

Property Committee Work Days 
Property Committee meets on the first Saturday and third Tuesday of 
the month from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. This month we’ll meet on 
Saturday, March 5 and Tuesday, March 15 to paint, fix light bulbs, 
and a wide variety of other small jobs. Feel free to join us! For more 
information contact Sam Eichmiller at 812-797-2807.  

 
Prayer Chain  
The Swiss theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar once said, “the most we can do through genuine 
prayer, is to make as much room as possible, in ourselves and in the world, for the kingdom of 
God, so that its energies can go to work.” We invite you to be part of a little group making room in 
the world for God to work in people’s lives. When prayer requests come, we receive an email and 
pause to pray. Occasionally we receive an update about those we hold in prayer. If you are 
interested in joining us, email Susan Colston.  
 
Prayer Requests 
Martin Luther said, “Pray, and let God worry.” When something worries you, others can 
carry you along in prayer. Send requests for prayer to Susan Colston via email.  

mailto:skcolston@aol.com
mailto:skcolston@aol.com
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Commemorate Women's Day with Sister Parish  
Join Sister Parish communities in Guatemala, El Salvador, and the U.S. on March 10-13, 2022 for a 
series of virtual events to commemorate International Women’s Day. These events are for sharing 
our realities, building community, and honoring those who work for justice and equality every 
day. Videos and recordings of the calls will be shared over email to all who have registered. 
Register here for the events. Visit the website for more information or see the attached flyers. 

 

Acolyte Training 
Training for students to serve as acolytes will be in March. Confirmation students will have training 
on Sunday, March 13 and elementary students will learn on Sunday, March 27. Training will take 
place during the Sunday School hour. While students can start serving as acolytes in second grade, 
all elementary students will participate in the training so that the youngest ones can be ready! 
After training, we will share information for parents to sign up when their child will serve. 

Camp Sunday 
We're excited to welcome LuMin students who are also LOMIK Counselors to share God's love 
with our kids in Sunday School and all of us at worship on Sunday, March 6.   
  

https://sisterparish.org/activities/2022-virtual-events-for-international-womens-day/
https://sisterparish.org/activities/2022-virtual-events-for-international-womens-day/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScSMAWXAKVeDI3I53CzbrvnIhkhluv_LCUdT8z1zqJh_sPjGg/viewform
https://sisterparish.org/activities/2022-virtual-events-for-international-womens-day/
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Summer Camp with LOMIK  
Camp is a place to grow in faith! For many youth, 
camp activities in a Christ-centered community 
creates a way for faith to take deeper root in their 
lives. Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Indiana-Kentucky 
has camps for children entering first grade through 
twelfth grade. More information is available from 
LOMIK.  

 
Camp is great for kids entering 1st-6th grades, and we know it can be more fun to go with 
friends! If you've already signed up for camp, let Pastor Lecia know, or contact her if you're 
looking for a week when a St. Thomas buddy might be a camp. 
 
Confirmation students entering 7th & 8th grade next fall are invited to join us at Lutheran Hills for 
Confirmation Camp June 19-24, 2022. St Thomas will contribute $75 towards registration for each 
of our students. If more financial aid is needed, please contact Pastor Lecia. 
 
For current confirmation students entering 9th & 10th grades, you are invited to participate in 
Servant Camp at Lutheran Hills that same week. St Thomas will contribute $75 to your registration 
also. 
 
Summer Mission Trip 
This summer, join with high school students from all over Indiana and Kentucky for meaningful 
week of community service in the Louisville area. This mission trip, sponsored by the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod, will be Sunday, June 26 - Saturday, July 1, 2022. 

Our time will be packed with practical acts of love and service as we engage people with Christ-
like empathy and compassion. Evening activities will give us the opportunity to sample the culture 
and diversity of Kentucky’s largest city, including a community cookout with a bluegrass band. 
COVID precautions will be in force throughout the trip. 

Christ Lutheran Church in Jeffersontown will be our home base for the week. We will spend Friday 
at Kentucky Kingdom Amusement Park and Hurricane Bay Water Park. 

The cost is $175 per person. Financial assistance is available. Contact Pastor Lecia to sign up.  

I-K Synod Youth Leadership Summit 
High School students (those who have completed 8th-12th grade at the end of this school year) 
are invited to be part of the Youth Leadership Summit happening during the I-K Synod Assembly 
(June 9-11, 2022). Participants will focus on leadership development through engaging speakers, 
hands on service opportunities, and building connections with other high school youth from 
across the synod. Youth will be challenged to take home what they have learned to inspire action 
in their congregations and communities. For more information, visit the website or talk to Pastor 
Lecia 
 

 

http://lomik.org/summer_programs.php
http://lomik.org/summer_programs.php
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
http://www.iksynod.org/yls
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
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Celebrating Our Ministry  
Volunteer Spotlight  
Sam Eichmiller, Chair, Property Committee 
 
“Can you tell us a little about your upbringing?” 
Sam is a life-long Lutheran, raised just southwest of 
Bloomington in Haysville, Indiana. The town has a 
strong Bavarian ancestry and still held services in 
German as late as 1939. Sam reports the town is so 
small he’s related to about half the residents.  
 
Sam earned a degree from Purdue University in 
mechanical engineering.  
 
“Tell us about your job.” 
Sam worked at Crane for nearly 40 years. He is now retired and works there part-time teaching a 
class to new hires.  
 
“Tell us about your family” 
Sam and his wife, Missy, met in college. She is retired, too, but previously taught high school math 
in Bedford. They have two grown sons, both baptized here at St. Thomas. Ben followed in Sam’s 
footsteps – he studied engineering at Purdue University and now works at Crane. Andrew has a 
Doctorate from Purdue and works as a pharmacist in Terre Haute. He is married to Elizabeth. 
 
“How do you spend your time outside of work and church?” 
Since retirement Sam has kept quite busy. He likes to play volleyball, work on and drive his two 
1968 firebirds, and play cards. He dabbles in woodworking and furniture upholstery.  
 
In the previous years, the Eichmillers and the Arnolds took vacations together. The attached photo 
is Sam and Missy in Hawaii.  
 

“How did you get involved at St. Thomas?” 
Sam was invited onto the Council and has 
served two six-year terms, including a year as 
president. From there he got involved with 
the property committee and is now 
committee chair. 

If you would like to contact Sam to thank 
him for his service to St. Thomas, you can 
send him an email here: 
sam.eichmiller@yahoo.com. We are actively 

seeking volunteers to join the property committee, contact the church office to volunteer. 

 

mailto:sam.eichmiller@yahoo.com
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
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Sister Parish Adult Forum  
On Sunday, February 20, St. Thomas members met with 
Carrie Stengel, Executive Director of Sister Parish. Carrie 
shared the mission and vision of Sister Parish, the current 
political situation in Guatemala, and stories and pictures of 
what is happening among our friends in Chichipate. On our 
behalf, Carrie sent our picture to Chichipate. Louis, the chair 
of the Sister Parish committee there, sent back pictures, 
saying "We are in mass right now." A blessed union, we were 
praying for them as they, too, were praying. 

 

 
 
Souper Bowl of Caring 
Rose House was declared the winner of the 2022 Souper Bowl of Caring! Their 56 jars of peanut 
beat the St. Thomas 48 boxes of cereal. The Golden Charger will live at Rose House until next year’s 
rematch and the peanut butter and cereal will find their way to our neighbors through the MCUM 
Food Pantry. Thank you for giving! 
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Lutheran Campus Ministry at IU 
A wise individual reminded me recently that one of the most 
important things that we can do in any organization--church or 
otherwise--is listen to the stakeholders and make sure we are really 
hearing what it is they need. In that individual’s case, the person 
benefited by listening to clients and made changes to the marketing 
strategy and funding allocations in response to the clients’ feedback. 
In our case at Rose House LuMin, our main stakeholders are the 
students, the collegiate community, the congregation, the alumni, and 
the board. While all stakeholders are vital to our ministry, it is 
especially important for us to listen to the students--both those showing up regularly and those 
who may not be as likely to be found at our gatherings--because they are the primary 
demographic our ministry is trying to reach. Listening and adapting is an ongoing process, and 
some changes and additions are being made in March in response to suggestions received thus 
far. One of the biggest moves will be our Weekly Meal and Bible Study shifting from Wednesday 
evenings to Tuesday evenings for at least the duration of the semester. At the request of the 
students, we have also started a Tik Tok account and hope to add content that is both fun and 
sometimes educational. As we continue to receive more feedback, we will adjust as necessary.  
 
If you ever have feedback that you would like to share that may benefit the ministry or help us 
understand how to serve students better, you are always welcome to send me an email with your 
ideas. For now, may God open your hearts to be able to listen to whoever the Holy Spirit is calling 
you to hear. Amen.  

        

Peace,  
Pastor Amanda Ghaffarian  
Rose House LuMin 
 
Rose House LuMin Announcements: 
 

• The Open Table Collective (a ministry of open and affirming campus ministries and local 
congregations) will be sponsoring Ashes to Go at Sample Gates on Wednesday March 2 
from 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. All are welcome to swing by if you wish to receive your ashes 
closer to campus and downtown.  

 
• Please keep our group in your prayers as we travel to New Orleans for Spring Break (March 

12-19). Between 17 and 20 individuals from three campus ministries will be driving down in 
fifteen passenger vans for a week of service projects, learning, and spiritual growth.  

 
• Current Wish List for Rose House LuMin: A working vacuum cleaner, 

Pride Flag, Meal Sponsors (If you are a Thrivent Member, Thrivent Action Grants can be 
used to purchase ingredients for you to make the meal; Pastor Amanda can give you more 
information on how to write up the grant), Capri Sun (No added sugar preferred), Ritz 
Cheese Crackers  

mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
https://www.lcmiu.net/
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From Our Ministry Partners  

 
News from Nick and Naomi  
I saw a very faint rainbow in the sky yesterday 
as I walked through the giant raindrops of a 
sunshower on my way to pick up my 7-year-
old. We’ve had several showers recently, and 
warm afternoons; it may be that an early spring 
is near. It is approaching just as Omicron seems 
to have passed its peak in Slovakia. 
 
Omicron brought new cases at higher numbers 
than we’ve seen at any point during the 
pandemic, though the number of 
hospitalizations thankfully never quite reached 
the same point as in late November when 

Slovakia had the highest number of deaths per capita in the world. The vaccination rate still 
hovers at 51%. 
 
At school we saw messages at least once a day naming students who had tested positive and 
which classes would be sent home for a number of days (students in core groups all take the same 
classes together without mixing and that makes it easier to identify who should be quarantined). 
Those messages have decreased and I’m no longer substituting one or two classes each day. 
Despite a lack of ideal equipment, some classes were taught in a hybrid manner, including 
instances where the teacher was online with students physically in the classroom at school. Life 
has been definitely chaotic this calendar year. 
 
The chaos makes me appreciative of the days I am in school and not home with a sick kid, the 
days more than half my class is present, the days students approach me after class for a chat and 
a physical hug. I have told students repeatedly, “Your grades are important for a few years; your 
mental health and how you treat yourself are important for your entire life.”  
 
It’s not very teacherly advice, perhaps, but I believe it is timely. While I have felt like a teacher 
throughout the three and a half years I’ve been in Slovakia, this year I feel more like a missionary. 
Some students visibly relax when they hear that it is okay to prioritize mental health over grades, 
especially the seniors who are preparing for the written portion of their school leaving exams in 
March (the oral portion is in May). Many of them are still hoping the exams will be cancelled, as 
they have been the two previous years. These seniors are at a disadvantage, having spent large 
portions of the previous two years learning online.  
 
It is a year of grace, when flexible deadlines are a must and being a missionary looks like kind 
words, and regular check-ins (for students and teachers both), and sometimes, hugs.  
 
May the rainbow be a harbinger of better times. 
 
Naomi Sveholm 

mailto:naomi.sveholm@gmail.com
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Thank you for your continued financial and spiritual support. To donate money to the CET 
program, please designate “Sveholm” when you give to the church. In addition, prayers that we 
can continue to make a difference through CET are always appreciated. 
 
For more regular updates, please follow ELCA Central Europe Teachers on Facebook or Instagram. 
I look forward to seeing you at the Adult Forum on Sunday, March 6. I hope you are healthy in all 
areas. 
 
Beacon, Inc. 
Beacon, Inc.'s mission state, "Beacon is a vital, leading, 
compassionate organization which aids and empowers 
those experiencing needs with a full range of support 
services to reduce hunger, poverty, and homelessness in 
the communities we serve." At a recent board meeting, 
we considered ways each of us individually can be a part of that vision. The results of recent focus 
groups of staff and clients are helping us consider new ways we might better serve one 
another. Beacon is seeking volunteers to help with painting and cleaning tasks. As part of the 
Hunger Relief Awareness months of February and March, Beacon will be running a fundraiser on 
its Facebook page for donors to contribute breakfasts and lunches for clients (roughly $1.25 per 
meal). 
 

New Hope for Families 
Thanks to your generous support, New Hope for Families continues to provide shelter and other 
vital services to children and families in Monroe County impacted by homelessness. New Hope 
relies on donations of new and gently used items to provide this important support to the families 
they serve. 
 
Immediate Needs: Swiffer and Swiffer pads, Brooms, Twin Fitted sheets, Dutch ovens or stock pots, 
Double Stroller for the Nest, Pack and Play sheets, Travel bassinet, Crib mattress pads, Queen size 
comforters, Gift cards or Amazon gift cards to be used for children’s bedding, 5 cardboard boxes, 
Cleaning supplies (all-purpose cleaners), Detergent, Body wash, Dish soap, Paper towels, Toilet 
paper, Toothpaste, Trash can (Kitchen), Coffee pot plug in, Liquid Measuring cups, Salt and pepper 
shakers, Can openers, Shower curtain/rings.  
 
Other opportunities for giving include: The Nest children’s wish list or the Family Shelter wish list.   

Donation deliveries are by appointment only. Please call their office at 812-334-9840. 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ELCA-Central-Europe-Teachers-Program-105611045256456
https://www.instagram.com/elcacet/
https://beaconinc.org/
https://www.newhope4families.org/
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2LU7V7N192JJR
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/9ELXDIFCWM4Z/
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/267UG93RNIZ5Y/
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MCUM Update  
MCUM is hosting a virtual fundraiser March 6 at 2 p.m. featuring a performance by the Jacobs 
School of Music's Jazz Quartet and a charcuterie board from Blooming Boards delivered to your 
door! See the attached flyer for more information. Sign up here. 

 
 
Including the Souper Bowl of Caring collection, St. Thomas donated 138 pounds of food this 
month!  Non-perishable items, hygiene items, and cleaning products can be left in the basket by 
the welcome desk; these gifts are needed and appreciated. 
 
The MCUM Self-Sufficiency Center served over 260 families in January--twice the average number 
of requests in the last two years--and 60 requests for financial assistance--double the requests of 
January 2021.  

https://mcum.org/
https://form.jotform.com/220395228719158
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Due Date for April Newsletter Articles:  
 Monday, March 21, 2022 

 
Due Date for Weekly Announcements: 

Printed (Bulletins): Wednesdays 
Emailed (MailChimp): Thursdays 

 
Unsubscribe from this list or update your preferences by emailing:  

parishadmin@stlconline.org  

mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
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 We are a Christ-centered community that lives,  
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people! 

3800 East Third Street 
Bloomington, Indiana 47401 
Office Hours 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Phone: (812) 332-5252   
stlconline.org 
 
Partners in ministry with 
Lutheran Church of  
the Living Waters 
Cherokee, North Carolina 
 
Linked with 
Sister Parish 
Igelsia Santo Domingo  
de Guzman, Chichipate 
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,  
Izabal, Guatemala 
 
In covenant with 
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY  
AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian,  
Campus Pastor 
lutheran@indiana.edu 
Phone: (812) 333-2474 
lcmiu.org 
 

Rev. Adrianne Meier,  
Pastor 

pastor@stlconline.org  
 

Rev. Lecia Beck,  
Minister of Youth  

and Christian Nurture 
christiannurture@stlconline.org 

 
Erica Whichello,  

Parish Administrator 
parishadmin@stlconline.org 

 
Mike Powell,  

Director of Music and Organist 
 

Dr. Dale Heidebrecht,  
Interim Adult Choir Director 

 
Melissa de Graaf,  

Children's Choir Director 
 
 

 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU 

are Reconciling in Christ Ministries 
 

ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

http://www.stlconline.org/
mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
mailto:pastor@stlconline.org
mailto:christiannurture@stlconline.org
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org

