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From the Pastor
Throughout the season of Lent, we have explored what it means to be “good enough.” We have
all the ways that “good enough” sometimes means accepting ourselves; sometimes it is a place of
confession when we realized we’ve settled for something that is insufficient for our neighbors;
sometimes it is a bar we may never reach. But what is a “good enough” view of the cross?
In one devotion in Good Enough, Kate Bowler talks about the difference between 2 p.m. people
(“young and clever and ignorant of the way that we have stretches of wholeness and ones of
fracture”) and 2 a.m. people. Bowler met the 2 a.m. people when she was getting on a plane each
week to travel to a medical complex in a different state for a whirlwind day of tests and
chemotherapy. There was little joy in her weekly trips. One day, she writes, “I began to notice that
I was not alone in my routine. In the Atlanta airport, in a sea of strangers, I started to see familiar
faces. A woman and her two kids curled around her feet sleeping on her coats. Another family
dragging their belongings around in luggage, hoping, I’m sure, that they would look like they too
had stepped off a plane.” She goes on, “The world is full of 2:00 a.m. people. It is me. It is you. So
we reach out to hold hands in the dark.”
In the Heidelberg Disputation, Luther talks about what it means to be a theologian of the cross.
He writes, “A theologian of glory calls evil good and good evil. A theologian of the cross calls a
thing what it actually is.” A good enough view of the cross doesn’t get carried away in proving I
am good enough, it trusts that the cross is good enough. It compels us to name what is wrong in
the world instead of patting ourselves on the back for creating solutions that we tell ourselves are
good enough but which we know are woefully inadequate. We can be honest about our
inadequacies and insecurities without feeling condemned for them. Such a view propels us toward
other people, not seeking to be good, but to bear their cross with them, to stand with them in
solidarity through pain and hardship.
God be with you,
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From the Minister of Youth and Christian Nurture
Let the little children come to me. - Jesus
We are all familiar with the story of Jesus welcoming the children for blessing after the disciples
tried to send them away. We follow Jesus in our congregation, welcoming children fully into the
life of the church. We do not send them away during worship, knowing that worship is what forms
us as the people of God; that worship is a place where they too will be blessed. We specifically
help children know this is a place meant for them through a children’s message, children’s
bulletins, activity bags and the prayer pond. We welcome them to participate fully in worship by
singing, listening, serving and communing.
As we gather for worship during Holy Week, I encourage you to bring your children to worship.
While we will read the whole Passion Gospel on Palm Sunday, pairing the words with ritual
actions brings the story to life in a new way. No longer do we just hear the story or remember it,
but we are invited to experience it.
On Sunday, April 10, we will celebrate Palm Sunday in our regular worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m.
Worship will begin in the narthex where we will hear the story of Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into
Jerusalem. Then we will join with the crowds and enter the sanctuary while waving palm branches
and singing. After worship, wonder with your child, “I wonder what it would have been like to be
in the crowd as Jesus came by.”
On Maundy Thursday, April 14, we will gather at 7 p.m. After the sermon, we will wash each
other’s feet, following Jesus’ example. Then, we will gather around the communion table, sharing
bread and wine like Jesus did with the disciples at the Last Supper. After worship, you could
wonder together, “I wonder what it would have been like to have Jesus wash our feet.”
On Good Friday, April 15 at 7 p.m., we gather to hear the story of the crucifixion and reverence
the cross. While children may not understand the story or what is happening, they can experience
the awe of this night and feel the emotion of the assembly. After worship, you could wonder with
your child, “I wonder what it would have been like to be there when Jesus died.”
Join us on Saturday, April 16 at 7 p.m. for the Easter Vigil. This outdoor service is crafted with
children and folks of all ages in mind. We will gather around a fire to hear stories of salvation
from the Old Testament and join in the first proclamation that “Christ is risen indeed!” As you
prepare for worship, you could ask your child, “When have you been most surprised? What would
be the most exciting thing you can imagine?” After worship, you could wonder together, “I wonder
what Mary thought when she realized she was talking to Jesus?” Join us after the Easter vigil as
we continue the celebration with an Easter egg hunt and s’mores around the fire.
We will worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. on the Resurrection of Our Lord. The excitement is palpable.
We will shout Alleluia! Our celebration will be full of music with the choir and a brass ensemble. As
you come to worship, you could wonder with your child, “I wonder what the disciples thought
when they heard that Jesus was resurrected.”
Each one of these services is layered with rituals and symbols, giving many opportunities to enact
the story of Holy Week. Even if children do not know the whole story, each piece becomes part of
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how they experience God’s presence in the world - both in the past and in the present. I hope you
will find a way to join us as we observe this most holy time!
Your partner on the way,

Easter Vigil
Our stories shape how we see the world. You are invited to come and be immersed in the story of
the church at our Easter Vigil services outside at 7 p.m. on Saturday, April 16. The most unique
worship service of the year, we will gather around fire, water, bread and wine to tell the story of
salvation. We will hear members of our community proclaim the stories of God’s faithfulness and
salvation throughout history as we together proclaim that Christ is risen, indeed! Our stories
remind us that love wins! This worship is well suited for children to participate with the focus on
stories and gathering outside. Worship will be followed by s’mores around the fire and an Easter
egg hunt.
We still have several stories that need to be told and we would like your help to tell them! You are
invited to add your voice! You can tell a story, gather some friends or family members to act it out,
sing a song or more. Your story telling is limited only by your creativity! View the list of stories and
sign up.
We are also looking for a firepit and wood to use and someone to help facilitate the Easter Egg
hunt. If you are able to help with one of these items, please contact Pastor Lecia.

Creation Care Calling
Electronics Recycling Day
Cook, Inc. is holding its annual electronic recycling day on April
30 at the old GE plant in the parking lot, off of Profile Parkway.
Old televisions, old computer monitors, keyboards, and anything
else you would consider an electronic item will be taken. Thanks
to Cook for holding this day to keep electronics out of our
landfills. Be kind to Mother Earth by doing your part.
St. Thomas Benefits from “Net Metering”
Solar owners like St. Thomas Lutheran Church draw on parallel
sources of electricity, using energy from sunlight when available
and drawing electricity from the grid at night and on rainy days.
When a solar array generates more electricity than the owner
needs, the excess energy is added to the grid. The electricity that
St. Thomas generates beyond immediate use is moved onto the
power grid where it is quickly used by other buildings and homes
in our neighborhood.
The Indiana state legislature, with influence from utility companies, assigns a value to the energy
that solar owners produce and add to the power grid. Initially, the State of Indiana encouraged
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residents to invest in and generate renewable energy through an incentive program called “net
metering.” This program helps residents recoup the costs of installing renewable energy systems in
a reasonable timeframe. Under net metering, the value of a unit of electricity is the same whether
it is added to or taken from the grid. It is a one-to-one exchange.
Creation Care committee members are saddened that the State of Indiana passed a law in 2017 to
do away with net metering and no longer incentivize renewable energy installations. Without net
metering, the value of a unit of electricity added to the grid from renewable sources is a fraction of
the value of the exact same unit of electricity when it is drawn from the grid. In southwestern
Indiana, for example, the electric company buys electricity from solar owners at less than 3
cents/kWh and sells it at about 16 cents/kWh. The utility companies profit from the imbalance.
With pricing such as this, investing in solar panels and other renewable energy is less affordable. It
also means it will take solar owners much longer to recover their installation costs.
We are thankful that St. Thomas was one of the first churches in the state to install a solar array.
Our array qualifies for net metering with Duke Energy because it was installed before the state
began phasing out net metering. Our surplus summer energy is credited to our Duke account at
the same value as energy we use from the grid in the winter. Our annual electric bills before
generating electricity from the sun were more than $5,000. Now, our bills are under $2,000 per
year. We generate about 69% of the electricity we use. Imagine what our electric bills would be if
we added a bit more solar capacity and started generating 100% of the electricity we use. Imagine
how that would communicate St. Thomas’ ongoing commitment to caring for planet Earth, our
neighbors, and all of God’s creation.
For more information about net metering, read the guest column published in the Herald-Times on
March 6 written by St. Thomas Creation Care committee member Darrell Boggess.

Our 2021-2022 roofing project is complete!
Come see the copper steeple now before it patinas.
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Upcoming Events
Upcoming Congregational Meetings
A special congregational meeting has been scheduled for Sunday, April 3 following the 11 a.m.
service to approve a new solar array. Those who wish to join online may do so here.
The Annual Program Meeting of the congregation will be Sunday, May 15 following the 11 a.m.
meeting. Those who wish to join online may do so here.

Lent 2022
Midweek Worship
The last Prayer at Noon on Zoom and Evening Prayer services for Lent will
be on Wednesday, April 6.

Holy Week
Passion Sunday, April 10
Beginning with the Liturgy of the Palms, hear the story of Jesus’s Passion his final supper, his trial, his crucifixion and burial - and celebrate Holy
Communion at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Maundy Thursday, April 14
Hear about Jesus’s final supper with his disciple and worship with foot
washing and Holy Communion at 7 p.m.
Good Friday, April 15
Stations of the Cross, a visible telling of Jesus’s trial and death, will be available 9 a.m.-8 p.m. in
Heritage Hall.
At 7 p.m. join us for worship to hear the story, honor the cross, and pray for the world God loves.
Easter Vigil, April 16
At this family-friendly service, we’ll light a new fire, celebrate the mystery of the night Christ was
raised from the dead, hear stories about God’s saving work, and celebrate communion. This 7
p.m. service is entirely outdoors and will end with a fun celebration. After worship, we’ll enjoy
s’mores around the fire and an Easter Egg hunt.
Resurrection of Our Lord, April 17
Join us as we sing Alleluia and celebrate Jesus’s resurrection from the dead at 8:30 a.m. and 11
a.m.
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Easter Breakfast
The Easter Breakfast is back!
St Thomas Youth are hosting the annual Easter Breakfast on
Sunday, April 17 between services (9:30 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.).
Tickets will be available for a donation ahead of time. You
can get a ticket in person on April 3 or 10 in the Narthex
between services or you can purchase tickets online.
Suggested donation amount is $5-10 per person. Funds will
support youth group trips. We understand not everyone is comfortable eating together in person
yet, so if you would like to take your breakfast to go, please let the youth know when purchasing
your ticket. We will have a to-go box prepared for you to pick up on April 17. Please also keep an
eye out in the Narthex in coming weeks for supply and volunteer sign-up sheets.
Thank you!
St. Thomas Youth Group

Women's Bible Study
All are welcome to join St. Thomas Women's Bible Study. Our next
Meeting is April 10 at 9:45 a.m. (between services) in room 17 (off the
kitchen). For more information contact Kari Esarey at
kesarey@mccsc.edu or kariesarey@gmail.com

Caregiver Circle
We invite members and friends who are caring for parent, spouse, sibling, or friend or supporting
someone who is a primary caregiver to join us for an hour of supportive friendship on Zoom on
the final Monday of each month. Our next meeting will be Monday, April 25 at 7:30 p.m. The link
to join is here.

Word in the Woods
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it! (Psalm 24:1)
Join us for Word in the Woods as we enjoy God’s
creation, build relationships, and contemplate scripture
together. With the lengthening days, we will gather on
the second Tuesday evening of each month at 6 p.m.
Meet us Griffy Lake boathouse for a 1.5-mile hike which
closes with Holy Communion. We will not meet in April
due to Easter. Our next hike will be on Tuesday, May 10.
Please let Pastor Lecia know if you plan to join us!

Junior High Group
All junior high students are invited to join us on Sunday, April 10 4 – 5 p.m. We will gather with
junior high students from First Presbyterian Church and Trinity Episcopal Church at Winslow
Woods Park. We will have time to get to know each other, have a lesson connecting creation care
with our faith, and time to hang out. Please let Pastor Lecia know if you plan to join us by
Thursday, April 7!
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Sunday Night Youth Group
We have really enjoyed our time with the youth from Trinity Episcopal Church and First
Presbyterian Church! Our next gathering will be Sunday, April 24 5:30 - 7 p.m. at First Presbyterian
Church. Please let Pastor Lecia know by Thursday, April 21 if you plan to attend. Mark your
calendars for our last gathering of the school year on Sunday, May 15.

Sunday School update
On Sundays March 27, April 3, and April 10, Deacon Allison will be leading a combined class of
confirmation students and adults as they look deeply at the Lord’s Prayer. Our combined classes
provide space for adults and students to build relationships and learn from each other. Adults get
to hear the questions that today’s youth are asking while students get to see adults engaged in
life-long faith formation. This class will meet in the conference room.
The High School Sunday School class will begin meeting regularly after Spring Break, starting
March 27. Pastor Lecia and Pastor Adrianne will share facilitating the class. We hope to see you
there!
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Ministry Opportunities for Getting Involved
All Creation Sings
Thanks to the generosity of our congregation, we have purchased all 200 copies of
All Creation Sings. Thank you!

Easter Lilies
You are invited to purchase a lily for adding beauty to the
sanctuary on Easter Sunday. Lilies will be available to take home
following the 11 a.m. worship service, or in the days following
Easter. 15 lilies are available for purchase at a cost of $14 each.
Please use the bulletin board in the narthex to sign up or email the
church office.

Young Worship Leaders
We look forward to having acolytes help lead us in worship. Students can begin serving in second
grade and are welcome to sign up to serve after they have received training. Students received an
acolyte handbook at training or you can access it here.
Students who are fluent readers are invited to serve in worship as lectors. Hearing God’s word is
an important part of worship. By having young folks read to us from the Bible, we are reminded
that the Word of God is a gift given to all of us together. We will not have a specific training for
young lectors, but we ask parents to help their children prepare using this list of tips.
Our youngest students are invited to help lead the congregation in the Lord’s Prayer. You will sit
near the lectern. During the Words of Institution, they will go to the lectern and speak the intro to
the Lord’s Prayer at the appropriate time. Please practice the opening sentence with your child:
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Sign up for your child to serve as an acolyte, lector or Lord’s Prayer leader here.

Summer Camp with LOMIK
Camp is a place to grow in faith! For many youth, camp
activities in a Christ-centered community creates a way for
faith to take deeper root in their lives. Lutheran Outdoor
Ministries Indiana-Kentucky has camps for children
entering first grade through twelfth grade. More
information is available from LOMIK.
Camp is great for kids entering 1st-6th grades, and we know it can be more fun to go with
friends! If you've already signed up for camp, let Pastor Lecia know, or contact her if you're
looking for a week when a St. Thomas buddy might be a camp.
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Confirmation students entering 7th & 8th grade next fall are invited to join us at Lutheran Hills for
Confirmation Camp June 19-24, 2022. St Thomas will contribute $75 towards registration for each
of our students. If more financial aid is needed, please contact Pastor Lecia.
For current confirmation students entering 9th & 10th grades, you are invited to participate in
Servant Camp at Lutheran Hills that same week. St Thomas will contribute $75 to your registration
also.

Summer Mission Trip
This summer, join with high school students from all over Indiana and Kentucky for meaningful
week of community service in the Louisville area. This mission trip, sponsored by the IndianaKentucky Synod, will be Sunday, June 26 - Saturday, July 1, 2022.
Our time will be packed with practical acts of love and service as we engage people with Christlike empathy and compassion. Evening activities will give us the opportunity to sample the culture
and diversity of Kentucky’s largest city, including a community cookout with a bluegrass band.
COVID precautions will be in force throughout the trip.
Christ Lutheran Church in Jeffersontown will be our home base for the week. We will spend Friday
at Kentucky Kingdom Amusement Park and Hurricane Bay Water Park.
The cost is $175 per person. Financial assistance is available. Contact Pastor Lecia to sign up.

I-K Synod Youth Leadership Summit
High School students (those who have completed 8th-12th grade at the end of this school year)
are invited to be part of the Youth Leadership Summit happening during the I-K Synod Assembly
(June 9-11, 2022). Participants will focus on leadership development through engaging speakers,
hands on service opportunities, and building connections with other high school youth from
across the synod. Youth will be challenged to take home what they have learned to inspire action
in their congregations and communities. For more information, visit the website or talk to Pastor
Lecia

End of Quarter Reminder
The first quarter has come to a close, the office reminds you that if you have receipts for
purchases you made on behalf of St. Thomas, you can bring them to the church office Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Please don’t wait until the end of the calendar year to turn in
your receipts.

Call Process for the Minister of Youth and
Christian Nurture
The Call Committee is finalizing the Ministry Site Profile.
Once it is approved by the council, the MSP will be
submitted to the synod and churchwide bodies, and then
we can begin with the next step of the process: interviews
with the call committee and council.
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Property Committee Work Days
Property Committee meets on the first Saturday and third Tuesday
of the month from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. This month we’ll meet on
Saturday, April 2 and Tuesday, April 19 to paint, fix light bulbs, and
a wide variety of other small jobs. Feel free to join us! For more
information contact Sam Eichmiller at 812-797-2807.

Prayer Chain
The Swiss theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar once said, “the most we can do through genuine
prayer, is to make as much room as possible, in ourselves and in the world, for the kingdom of
God, so that its energies can go to work.” We invite you to be part of a little group making room in
the world for God to work in people’s lives. When prayer requests come, we receive an email and
pause to pray. Occasionally we receive an update about those we hold in prayer. If you are
interested in joining us, email Susan Colston.

Prayer Requests
Martin Luther said, “Pray, and let God worry.” When something worries you, others
can carry you along in prayer. Send requests for prayer to Susan Colston via email.

Altar Flowers
Flowers bring the beauty of creation to our worship. To reserve an arrangement, contact the
church office via email or sign the sheet on the bulletin board behind the welcome desk by
Wednesday each week. The Flower Guild makes the arrangements, and you may take the flowers
home after the 11 a.m. worship service and then return the vase later. Each arrangement costs
$18, with “flowers” in the check memo line.
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Celebrating Our Ministry
Volunteer Spotlight
Allison Ward, new member in 2021
“Can you tell us a little about your upbringing?”
My childhood was in Winter Haven, Florida. I am the
eldest of five kids to great parents. We lived on a
lake where our lives revolved around water
activities. My parents developed and built Aircat
Airboats. We spent a lot of time hunting, fishing, and
boating. I was also involved with Girl Scouts. Both
my parents were pilots, so when I turned 16 I
learned to fly as well. It led to my college major,
Aviation Management and Professional Flight.
“Tell us about your previous career now that you’ve retired”
As I look back, I see that I suffer from the 7 year itch! About every seven years I morphed into a
new line of work. I started with Aviation Management with Gulfstream Aerospace. Once I was
pregnant I left work for a few years to be a stay at home mother. I returned to school for a
teaching certificate and taught as a substitute teacher for a few years. Once at synod assembly I
said impulsively “I think I missed my calling! Youth Ministry would be so great!” Within a week the
pastor lined up a position and I was then the new youth minister. While working I attended
seminary at Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. As the years went by I moved more into
parish administration, then, pastoral care and chaplain work. My last ten or so years of work was
as a chaplain in a trauma hospital and then with a hospice company. I was under call as a deacon
from my congregation where I also provided pastoral care. I retired in 2018.
“Tell us about your family”
My husband, Jim, and I have been married for 42 years. We have two adult children. Theresa and
her husband James Quill live here in Bloomington with our first granddaughter, Matilda. They both
work at IU. Our son, Trow and his wife, Lanelle, are in transition from military to civilian life. They
are moving to Detroit where Trow has a new job with Delta as a pilot (where parents fly free!).
Jim’s family is all on the west coast and my family roots remain in Florida. We have great places to
visit!
“How do you spend your time outside of church?”
We started retirement life traveling in a motorhome. Between COVID and the arrival of
granddaughter, we sold the RV and bought a pontoon boat and a house. We love to go boating.
And I enjoy gardening--I just completed the Master Gardner course and am working on the
volunteer hours for that course. Hiking, SCUBA diving, travel are high on my list of fun activities.
Seven years ago, I started eating plant based, so I’ve had to learn how to cook all over again, and
that has been a joy.
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“How did you get involved at St. Thomas?”
When we visited our daughter here in Bloomington, we
attended St. Thomas as visitors. We knew from those
visits that it was the congregation we wanted to join. The
COVID delay for getting more involved has been a
frustration, but I’m really excited to see things opening
up and getting to know people.
Since joining, Allison has served as an Assisting Minister,
a Sunday school teacher with the confirmation class, and
providing home baked bread for communion. If you
would like to contact Allison to thank her for her service to St. Thomas, you can send her an email
here: allisonward@comcast.net

Adult Forums
Thank you for inviting me to speak at your adult education hour on March 6.
I really enjoyed seeing you (even when it was difficult to see faces) and
hearing your questions. Thank you also for your ongoing support of the
Central Europe Teachers Program and for our neighbors from Ukraine. We
feel your prayers.
Blessings to you as we journey through this Lenten season.
Naomi Sveholm
Karen Anderson’s Adult Forum Zoom session on March 13 gave us a fast tour of the
transformational work her organization, Educación Popular En Salud (EPES), is accomplishing in
Chile around issues in community health, food sovereignty, violence against women, support for
immigrants, and training community leaders in pyscho-social support. She also told us how
political pressure within Chile has promoted or suppressed EPES’ community-based work and the
effect of privatization of natural resources–especially water–on community health. Take a look at
her latest newsletter for details on all these programs.
Karen’s presentation was the third in our
spring Adult Forum series on International
Mission Partners. Zoom has been a real
blessing in giving us opportunities to be
face-to-face with Karen in Chile, with Naomi
Sveholm of Central Europe Teaching in
Slovakia, and with Carrie Stengel of Sister
Parish International in Guatemala. You’re
invited to be thankful that we can support
these ministries.
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Lent Mini-Retreat
At the Lent Mini-Retreat, folks of all ages found ways to prepare for Lent and to incorporate prayer
and reflection into our lives. We considered “if your heart were a garden, what would you plant in
it?” We used our senses to contemplate an orange and wonder what that could reveal about God.
We found ways to count down the forty days of Lent and took practices with us to use during
those days like the Examen, Remembering our Baptisms, and going for a Prayer Walk. Many
thanks to Beth Gallick, Leah Iverson, Pamela Smith and Deacon Allison Ward for creating this
experience for the congregation.
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Lutheran Campus Ministry at IU
Thank you to everyone for your prayers and support for our Spring
Break 2022 Mission Trip to New Orleans, LA. Our group is still
reflecting on the experience and discerning which insights and
activities will be useful to apply or attempt to replicate here in
Bloomington, IN.
Overall, the trip was focused on learning the culture first, relationship
building with people in the community second, then service. During
the trip our group cleaned storm drains to prevent homes from flooding and served breakfast to
the houseless population. We also provided a pop-up community meal where everyone we met-whether they were sitting on their porches or simply walking down the street--was invited. In
addition, we spent time at a laundromat paying for people to do their laundry and a coffee shop
where we could buy strangers coffee. At each location we went we were strongly encouraged to
speak with strangers, listen to their stories, and learn about their lives, culture, and communities.
Along the way, friendships between the students were deepened, memories were made, and God
sightings were often shared. Much of our learning about ourselves and others came during the
debriefing sessions held each night sharing joys, struggles, laughter, and tears.
As we return to the rhythm of classes and the busyness of the end of the semester, my prayer is
that the Holy Spirit continue to inspire us all to spread God’s love in the world. May we keep our
eyes and hearts open to opportunities to serve and build meaningful relationships with others no
matter where we are. Amen.
Peace,
Pastor Amanda Ghaffarian
Rose House LuMin
*****************************************************************************
Rose House LuMin invites our family at St Thomas to join us on Tuesday, April 26 from 6 p.m. - 8
p.m. at Rose House for a FREE End of Semester Cookout. Please let Pastor Amanda know by
Sunday, April 24 if you plan to attend so we can have enough food prepared.

From Our Ministry Partners
From Vicar Nathan Pratt serving in upstate New York
To my home congregation in Bloomington, warmest greetings from the Tri-County Lutheran
Parish of the Upstate New York Synod of the ELCA! Part of my journey toward rostered ministry is
a year of internship, so I've set aside the textbooks for the time being and relocated from United
Lutheran Seminary in Philadelphia PA. Sierra and I (along with our dog, Titus) are now residing in
Albany NY, and I'm serving as vicar for eight congregations in the counties of Columbia, Greene,
and Rensselaer.
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Part of the reason I chose this internship site was the opportunity it affords for independent
learning. Because so many congregations share pastoral leadership, I’m never in the same place
as my supervisor on a Sunday morning. We rotate throughout the parish to preach and preside, so
I have learned the weekly rhythm of preparing sermons, responding to prayer requests, meeting
with those unable to attend in person, and teaching adult forums and confirmation classes for
teens.
Shortly after I began my internship, this independence was turned up a notch when one of the
pastors in the parish accepted a new call. Suddenly, instead of two pastors and a vicar sharing
eight congregations, there was one pastor and one vicar-who-essentially-got-a-promotion!
Thankfully, the synod called an interim pastor for 2022, so now we aren’t spread so thin. But it
has been a whirlwind the past few months.
I know that I still have a long way to go before ordination. I still have courses to complete at
seminary in Philadelphia after my internship ends in July. At the same time, I relate to that old
phrase: “If it walks like a duck, swims like a duck, quacks like a duck…” I may not be a pastor yet,
officially, but I’m quacking like one every Sunday morning!
In all seriousness, I am more certain now than ever before that this work of pastoral ministry is my
God-given vocation, and I believe that being so totally immersed in ministry has confirmed my
calling. I want to thank you for your support through prayer, as well as your generosity in giving
me a place to begin my steps of discernment five years ago. Please know that Sierra and I
continue to hold you and the Bloomington community in our prayers, and I hope to see you again
sometime this summer.
Much love,
Vicar Nathan

Beacon, Inc.
As we move through this season of Lent and look forward to
celebrating yet another Easter morn, I am more mindful than
ever of the privileges I enjoy as a member of this
congregation and as a resident of this community. Serving
on the Board of Beacon, Inc. which provides services for
Bloomington’s homeless brings all that into focus for me.
This year, on April 22, Beacon will be hosting its fourth annual Solidarity Sleepout – an event
which indicates our support for those without a roof over their heads.
Last year St. Thomas raised over $4000 to keep “A Friend’s Place” open – a clean facility that
provides access, meals, and resources for individuals in need. I’m hopeful that this year we can
reach $5000.
If you and/or your family would like to participate you can simply make a pledge or, depending
on your ability, perhaps you would be willing to sleep out for one night (in your own backyard or
with others in the community at First United Church). Sponsor the Rose House/LuMin/SLTC group
here.
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MCUM Update
Did you know MCUM began in Bloomington in 1937? A big thank you for your
continuing support of the food, hygiene, and cleaning pantry. It takes intentional
thought and effort to join St. Thomas in its support of MCUM and your effort is so
appreciated by low-income people who depend on your generosity for a "hands
up." To learn more about what this wonderful agency does check out their
website.
Questions or thoughts?
Contact Helen Ingersoll, Board Member
hingerso@indiana.edu or 812-339-9610
MCUM Food Pantry Ongoing Needs
reusable/cloth bags, canned meat (tuna, chicken, beef), peanut butter, dried pasta, pasta sauce,
cereal, ready-to-eat soups/chilis/pasta, canned vegetables (carrots, greens, potatoes).

New Hope for Families
Family homelessness harms our community and
is a serious problem. In Monroe County, the most
recent count identified 39 families (which includes
81 children) currently experiencing homelessness.
New Hope for Families provides solutions to this crisis including helping parents get back to work,
helping families find a path to stable housing, helping to keep children out of foster care, and
helping children prepare for success in school and in life. New Hope for Families relies on your
generous support to provide items that make these families feel safe, peaceful, and comfortable
upon being welcomed into the shelter. Drop off bins for donations are located in the narthex for
your convenience. We sincerely thank you for supporting these families served by New Hope for
Families.
Immediate Needs: Swiffer and Swiffer pads, Brooms, Twin Fitted sheets, Dutch ovens or stock pots,
Double Stroller for the Nest, Pack and Play sheets, Travel bassinet, Crib mattress pads, Queen size
comforters, Gift cards or Amazon gift cards to be used for children’s bedding, 5 cardboard boxes,
Cleaning supplies (All-purpose cleaners), Detergent, Body wash, Dish soap, Trash can (Kitchen),
Coffee pot plug in, Paper towels, Toilet paper, Liquid Measuring cups, Salt and pepper shakers, Can
openers, Shower curtain/rings.
Click here for The Nest children’s wish list. Click here for the Family Shelter wish list.
Unsubscribe from this list or update your preferences by emailing:
parishadmin@stlconline.org
Due Date for May Newsletter Articles:
Wednesday, April 20, 2022
Due Date for Weekly Announcements:
Printed (Bulletins): Wednesdays. Emailed (MailChimp): Thursdays.
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ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
3800 East Third Street
Bloomington, Indiana 47401
Office Hours 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Phone: (812) 332-5252
stlconline.org

Rev. Adrianne Meier,
Pastor
pastor@stlconline.org

Partners in ministry with
Lutheran Church of
the Living Waters
Cherokee, North Carolina

Rev. Lecia Beck,
Minister of Youth
and Christian Nurture
christiannurture@stlconline.org

Linked with
Sister Parish
Igelsia Santo Domingo
de Guzman, Chichipate
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,
Izabal, Guatemala

Erica Whichello,
Parish Administrator
parishadmin@stlconline.org
Mike Powell,
Director of Music and Organist

In covenant with
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY
AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian,
Campus Pastor
lutheran@indiana.edu
Phone: (812) 333-2474
lcmiu.org

Dr. Dale Heidebrecht,
Interim Adult Choir Director
Melissa de Graaf,
Children's Choir Director

St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU
are Reconciling in Christ Ministries

We are a Christ-centered community that lives,
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people!
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