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From the Pastor 
What comes next, Beloved? In March of 2020, we shut down our lives for what we assumed 
would be just a few weeks. For many of us we assumed we would pick up right where we had left 
off, but, as we all know, that plan was soon scrapped. Many of us (though not all, and I want to 
pause here to acknowledge those who are not able to return, resume, restart—you are seen, 
known) are now leading our life in some semblance of what might be called “normal.” We go to 
work, to school, to the store, to worship; we lean in close to be heard; we are less afraid of 
crowds. We may be ready to think about what is next. 
 
But this is not like a planned-for graduation from COVID-land. We have lost much. You may be 
feeling: 

• ready to move and put all this behind you. 

• needing to process everything that has happened—the plans that fell through, the trip you didn’t 
take, the last words you didn’t say, the changes that had to be made. 

• stuck. 

• wondering what the meaning of all this was. 
 
At the end of Matthew’s gospel, Jesus assembles his disciples one last time on a mountain in 
Galilee. There, it says, the disciples worshipped and doubted. They had mixed feelings about the 
whole Jesus thing. They didn’t know what to make of it—if they were ready to move on, if they still 
had more stuff to work out. But Jesus sent those very mixed-up people out anyway, and reminded 
them that he is with them always—even to the end of the age. 
 
There is a lot of pressure right now to make sense of the pandemic—or to make changes as a 
result of it. You might have found a lot of relief in introspection. You might be resistant to 
reopening some wounds you’ve endured. There is no single, faithful way to be right now. 
 
Once, when I was dealing with a particular personal tragedy, someone I knew professionally told 
me “You’re so faithful.” I have no idea what I actually said in response, but, internally, I guffawed. If 
only she’d known the turmoil inside me. At first, I realized that it wasn’t that I was having a 
particularly faithful response, but that she needed me to have one. Much later, I realized that she 
was probably right all along. There isn’t a single faithful response. Most often the most faithful 
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thing we do is to just be. Jesus didn’t try to change the doubters (or the worshipers, for that 
matter). He sent them out. 
 
The practice of resurrection is to be sent out (at least metaphorically) to others. Meaning may 
come; it may happen that these last two years will simply be a big, black hole in your life’s story.   
There may be some very important work for you to do, and our congregation will certainly 
support one another in that work. This is to say that wherever you find yourself right now - still 
stuck at home; ready to go maskless; anywhere in between - know that you are found within the 
life and love of God who is with you always. 
 
God be with you, 

 
 
From the Minister of Youth and Christian Nurture 
How is God calling you? What is your vocation? 
 
We often think about asking this question of young adults who are discerning their future, 
wondering whether college is the next step and what to study or if vocational training or entering 
the workforce is the next right step for their lives. If we do vocational discernment “correctly” at 
that point, then we just work our plan for our careers or maybe even the rest of our lives, right? 
 
Maybe not. Maybe the more faithful way is to continue asking those questions throughout your 
life in the many different areas of your life. How is God calling you now? What is your vocation 
professionally…personally…as a church member? 
 
In Wishful Thinking, Frederick Buechner writes, “Vocation comes from the Latin vocare, "to call," and 
means the work a person is called to by God…Neither the hair shirt nor the soft berth will do. The 
place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world's deep hunger meet.” 
 
When we meet someone who is fulfilling their vocation, you can sense a joy or contentment in 
their serving. The first time I encountered this, I did not yet know what a vocation was. I likely had 
never even heard that word. Mrs. Ehrlich was my Sunday School teacher in 3rd and 4th grade. I 
knew her even before that because she was always helping with Vacation Bible School and other 
children’s programs at church, even though her only child was much older than me.  
 
I don’t remember any of our lessons. Thirty-some years later, none of our activities stuck with me, 
but I learned a lot from her. I learned how to navigate and read my Bible. I learned to ask 
questions. I learned to delight in Christ. But most of all, I learned that I was beloved - both by God 
and by her. 
 
Mrs. Ehrlich was not a professional teacher, but teaching us was her vocation. Years later I visited 
that church again as an adult - and Mrs. Ehrlich was teaching yet another generation of students.  
 
In the coming weeks, we will be exploring Next Steps for Christian Education. I invite you to 
prayerfully consider where God may be calling you. You may not know how you want to serve for 
the rest of your life, but just for the season or year. You may not decisively know, but may try on a 
role for a year to see. Maybe God is calling you to wonder intently with a young child. Maybe God 
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is calling you to share your hobby with a teenager. Maybe God is calling you to help provide a 
space where all children can know that they too are beloved. 
 
Your partner on the way, 

 
 
Creation Care Calling  
We Care for Our Planet 
At the congregational meeting held on April 3, 
members voted to install an additional solar array on 
church property. This decision exemplifies our 
continued commitment to stewardship and caretaking 
of the earth. At St. Thomas, we also acknowledge that 
global climate change puts the earth's poorest and 
most marginalized people at risk. For example, our 
sisters and brothers in Guatemala are still facing 
challenges from the 2 back-to-back hurricanes that hit them in November 2020. Sharing God's 
grace with all people means doing our part for the planet and all who live on it.  
 
This summer, Whole Sun Designs will be installing our new ground array behind the church on the 
north side of the community garden. This location will offer dual benefit by providing shade for 
community gardeners to take a break. Our contractor is a Solarize Bloomington partner company 
and recently completed the ground array at Unity Church near Batchelor Middle School. Our array 
design is similar to, though smaller than, the installation at Unity Church.  
 
Our 11.2-kilowatt ground array design has a single 10-kilowatt SolarEdge inverter (25 year 
warranty) located near the array of 33 Hanwha 340 watt modules in three rows of 11 each. The 
support structure will be anchored by metal ground screws rated to withstand wind loads. Conduit 
with wire will be trenched underground and connected to the electrical panel behind the church. 
Together with the 104 solar panels installed on the south church roof in 2013, this new ground 
array should generate energy to offset all of the church’s annual electrical usage. Our solar panels 
are not just a source of energy for the congregation, but a visual commitment to advocate for 
those without a voice--people, plants, animals, and habitats--when it comes to issues of climate 
change. 
 

You can help! The Creation Care Committee is spearheading a fundraiser to 
cover 1/3 of the cost of the array. Those interested and able to help fund this 
project are invited to make a contribution. Please make checks payable to St. 
Thomas Lutheran Church and designate "Solar Array" on the memo line. You 
will be joining several other members who are committed to reducing the 
church’s use of fossil fuels. Just 2½ weeks after the project was approved, we 
were already halfway to our fundraising goal of $11,390! 
 
The committee heartily thanks those who have already donated time, talents, 
and money to get us to this point. We especially thank Betty and Jerry Smith for 
their support and unique way to motivate others! With a donation to the solar 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P1Cp3baYbTs
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project and while supplies last, you may have a copy of Through Our Eyes, a book of Jerry's poems 
and photographs by his niece, Patty Alheim or Jerry's second book of poetry, Errant Thoughts. 
Copies are available in the St. Thomas library. These individuals remind us just how blessed we 
are in this congregation.   

Upcoming Events  
 
Prayer at Noon on Zoom 
It can be hard to find time to pray, especially when there is so much to worry about—so 
much to pray for.  Join us for a calm, quiet moment in the middle of the week to share 
requests and pray together—we gather for about 20 minutes.  Our next gathering will 
be Wednesday, May 4 at noon on Zoom. 
 
ECHO Plant Sale 
Calling all gardeners… It’s official—spring is here—and the ECHO plant sale is on the horizon—May 
8 (Mother’s Day) and May 15. Now’s the time to head out to your garden and take a look. Are 
your catmint and black-eyed susans violating social distancing guidelines? Are columbine 
“volunteers” taking over your garden bed? Are you starting a flat of marigolds or peppers and 

have seedlings to spare? We’d love to have starts and extras of 
perennials, annuals, herbs, vegetables, bulbs, saplings, and 
houseplants (native plants are especially encouraged—let’s make 
garden choices that help our pollinators). Or maybe there’s a bare 
spot in your garden that could be filled with plants from the sale. All 
proceeds go to support ECHO (Educational Concerns for Hunger 
Organization) and its mission of combating world hunger through 
agricultural innovation and education. 

 
We can also use volunteers to help with setting up and running the sale. If interested, please email 
Vicki Polansky. 
 
Word in the Woods 
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it! (Psalm 24:1) Join us for 
Word in the Woods as we enjoy God’s creation, build relationships, 
and contemplate scripture together. With the lengthening days, we 
will gather on the second Tuesday evening of each month at 6 p.m. 
Meet us Griffy Lake boathouse for a 1.5-mile hike which closes with 
Holy Communion. We will not meet in April due to Easter. Our next 
hike will be on Tuesday, May 10. Please let Pastor Lecia know if you 
plan to join us!  
 

https://bit.ly/3jVA3k0
mailto:vwilliam@indiana.edu
mailto:vwilliam@indiana.edu
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com


5 
 

Blessing of Seeds and Soil 
In 470 A.D., a series of unfortunate natural disasters occurred in 
France.  In response, the Church created the minor spring festival 
called “Rogation,” which means “to ask.”  The people depended on 
the soil, and so they would gather around their sprouting fields to 
ask God for a plentiful harvest.  On Sunday, May 15, you are 
invited to bring seeds, sprouts, garden soil (such as some placed in 
a mason jar), and tools to be blessed during worship. Before the 
second service, around 10:15 a.m., those who wish may gather at 
the Community Garden to ask for God’s blessing. 

 
Youth Group 
The final High school youth group gathering for the school year will be on Sunday, May 22 5:30-7 
p.m. We will meet here at St. Thomas with the youth from Trinity Episcopal and First Presbyterian. 
Please let Pastor Lecia know if you plan to attend. 
 
Women's Bible Study 
Our last meeting before summer is upon us! It will be May 8 
between the services, 9:45am, in the classroom off the 
kitchen (room 17). You are very much invited and 
welcome. Our study is entitled "Across the Generations". We 
will study and talk about the importance of intergenerational 
relationships in the Bible and in our own lives. We will read 
and share stories. Stories are powerful. They reach inside us 
and often change the way we think about things. Please 
come and share your stories and hear them too. For more 
information, please contact Kari Esarey at 
kesarey@mccsc.edu or kariesarey@gmail.com 
 
 

 

mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
mailto:kesarey@mccsc.edu
mailto:kariesarey@gmail.com
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Ministry Opportunities for Getting Involved 
 
Make a Commitment to the Future of St. Thomas--Join 
the Outreach Committee 
There are lots of ways to join in the Practice of Resurrection at St. 
Thomas. Not currently involved in a committee? Please consider 
joining the Outreach Committee! 
 
St. Thomas is working to revitalize our Outreach Committee. The 
committee is tasked with many things: overseeing the 
congregation’s work of hospitality and evangelism; helping new 
members become integrated into the life of the congregation; 
generating ideas and establishing programs to invite Bloomington residents to become part of St. 
Thomas; expanding our commitment to being a Reconciling in Christ congregation; and providing 
information to various media about the programs and activities at St. Thomas. 
 
Pastor Adrianne, Pastor Lecia, and Pastor Amanda already have ideas they’d like to implement.  
The Outreach Committee can help those ideas come to life. And we’re looking for your ideas as 
well. For example, do you have: ideas about how St. Thomas and Lutheran Campus Ministry can 
work more closely together; ideas about how we might be more effective in extending welcome to 
those who join us on Sundays; ideas about community outreach? 
 
All are welcome to join: those who are attending St. Thomas but haven’t become members; new 
or new-ish members; longtime members. 
 
Please join us on Monday, May 23, at 7 p.m. for a call-out meeting, in person in the conference 
room. Questions? Contact Dawn Bakken via email. 
 
Bread for the World Offering of Letters Sunday is May 22 

Thank you, people of St. Thomas, for participating in Bread for the 
World’s Offering of Letters. Because of you and other churches in 
Indiana, two Indiana congressional representatives— Senator Mike 
Braun, and Congressperson Jackie Wolorski LEAD Republicans in 
calling for a White House Conference on hunger. I certainly don't 
believe their leadership would have happened without the many, 
many letters they have received from congregations around Indiana. 
So let's not stop now! 
 

We all know that food pantries are so helpful and needed. Thank you for your regular 
contributions to MCUM and New Hope for Families; we will continue to support them. But, all U.S. 
charities combined only meet 15% of the food insecurity around us. So we write! 

• We write to support Food Stamps. 
• We write to support WIC, nutritional help for Women, Infants and Children. 
• We write to support School Nutrition Programs. 
• We write to support The Global Malnutrition Prevention and Treatment Act of 2021, HR 

4693/S 2956. 

mailto:debakken@msn.com
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Thank you for writing. We will have table in the narthex with partially started letters to Todd 
Young, Mike Braun, and Trey Hollingsworth. Please just add a sentence about why helping hungry 
people is important to you and add your name and address. I will address the envelopes and 
stamp them. Let's write! 
Kari Esarey 
 
Call Process for the Minister of Youth and Christian Nurture  
The call process for the Pastor of Youth and Christian Nurture continues to move along. The 
Ministry Site Profile and Job Description have been approved by the council and submitted to the 
synod office. Next, the Call Committee and Pr. Lecia will have a conversation about the 
paperwork, the position, and our (potential) shared future. If you have any questions about the 
process, contact Justin Rust, Call Committee Chair, or Pr. Adrianne. 
 
Graduates 
We want to celebrate with you! Please email the church office with information about any 
upcoming graduations. We will bless high school graduates in worship in June. 
 
Young Worship Leaders 
Students in second grade and up who have been trained as acolytes are able to sign up to serve. 
Students who are fluent readers are welcome to sign up as lectors. Sign up here. 
 
Vacation Bible School  
Gather around the Tree of Healing! The tree is a symbol of 
God’s promise, where “the leaves of the tree are for the 
healing of the nations” (Revelation 22:2). Join us as we 
consider what health means and how God invites us to share 
in the building of a just world where all can enjoy the gifts of 
God’s creation.  
 
We will gather on Sundays, June 5, 12, 19 & 26 from 12 -2 
p.m. for some VBS fun! Come for all the weeks or just one 
when we will explore a Bible story and learn about God’s 
promise and God’s will for all the nations to experience 
healing. We will also hear about communities around the 
world experiencing healing and restoration. 
 
You are welcome to worship with us at 10:15 a.m. and bring 
a sack lunch to enjoy outside before VBS. We welcome 
children up to those entering 6th grade, and those under four 
are invited to participate with an adult. 
 
Please register each child who will participate here. While adults are intended to participate with 
their children, adults do not need to register. Anyone who wants to volunteer - adult, youth, or 
confirmation student - can contact Kris Stewart or Pastor Lecia and include which dates you are 
available! 

mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org?subject=Graduates
https://bit.ly/36ECuVc
https://vbsmate.com/stlcbloomington
mailto:nonniekris@gmail.com
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
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Summer Camp  
Camp is a place to grow in faith! For many youth, camp 
activities in a Christ-centered community creates a way for 
faith to take deeper root in their lives. Lutheran Outdoor 
Ministries Indiana-Kentucky has camps for children 
entering first grade through twelfth grade. More 
information is available from LOMIK. 

 
Property Committee Work Days 
Property Committee meets on the first Saturday and third Tuesday of the month from 10 a.m. to 
12 p.m. This month we’ll meet on Saturday, May 7 and Tuesday, May 17 to paint, caulk, fix light 
bulbs, and a wide variety of other small jobs—many of them outdoors. Feel free to join us! For 
more information contact Sam Eichmiller at 812-797-2807.  

Basketball Rim and Post Available  
St. Thomas Lutheran Church would like to give their basketball rim and its heavy-duty post to one 
of their church members. The wooden backboard is in bad shape but could easily be replaced. 
Any church member that is interested, please contact the church office. 
 

 
 
Flat Congregants  
Remember these flat congregants? They filled some of the St. Thomas 
sanctuary chairs during the pandemic. They did not leave town; they have 
been sheltered since their last visit. Anyone wishing to retrieve their creation 
may email Gayl Laughman directly. Thank you for sharing your creativity!  
 
 
Altar Flowers 
Flowers bring the beauty of creation to our worship. To reserve an arrangement, contact the 
church office via email or sign the sheet on the bulletin board behind the welcome desk by 
Wednesday each week. The Flower Guild makes the arrangements, and you may take the flowers 
home after the 11 a.m. worship service and then return the vase later. Each arrangement costs 
$18, with “flowers” in the check memo line.  

http://lomik.org/summer_programs.php
http://lomik.org/summer_programs.php
mailto:g.a.laugh@comcast.net
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
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Prayer Chain  
The Swiss theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar once said, “the most we can do through genuine 
prayer, is to make as much room as possible, in ourselves and in the world, for the kingdom of 
God, so that its energies can go to work.” We invite you to be part of a little group making room in 
the world for God to work in people’s lives. When prayer requests come, we receive an email and 
pause to pray. Occasionally we receive an update about those we hold in prayer. If you are 
interested in joining us, email Susan Colston.  
 
Prayer Requests 
Martin Luther said, “Pray, and let God worry.” When something worries you, others can carry you 
along in prayer. Send requests for prayer to Susan Colston via email.  

Celebrating Our Ministry  
Volunteer Spotlight  
Sharon Fawbush, Sunday School teacher, Godly Play class 
 
Can you tell us a little about your upbringing? 
I grew up on a farm southeast of Columbus, Indiana, the oldest of 6 children. 
My home church is St. Peters Lutheran Church in Columbus, which we 
attended regularly. I also attended grade school there. After high school I 
attended Valparaiso University with a major in elementary education, and 
after a brief pause to get married and have a child, I finished my degree at 
IU. 
 
Tell us about your career and retirement 
Until November of 2019, I worked at the former Bloomfield State Bank as the mortgage 
department manager. I truly enjoyed that job and found it rewarding to help people find ways to 
purchase desirable housing. Now that I’m retired, I am doing some totally different things. I am 
actively sewing masks for the Bloomington Mask Drive, which provides free high quality cloth 
masks to Bloomington area residents. I also enjoy gardening and working in my yard. I have long 
had an interest in genealogy and have spent a lot of time this winter tracing my family’s German 
roots. At some point soon I hope to do some traveling, but Covid has caused us to put that off a 
bit. Finally, and most importantly, I’m enjoying being able to spend more time with my grandson, 
Dante. 
 
Tell us more about your family. 
I am married to my high school sweetheart, Rance, with our 49th anniversary coming up this fall. 
We have 2 children, Sara Johnson and Andrew Fawbush. Sara has a daughter, Natalie, who is 14, 
and Andrew’s son Dante is 8. Sara does IT work for SAIC at Crane, and Andrew is with the IT 

mailto:skcolston@aol.com
mailto:skcolston@aol.com
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department at IU Credit Union. Sara’s husband Tim had a kidney transplant a few years ago, so 
their family is being very careful about getting out since Covid hit and we don’t get to see them 
very much right now. But you will see Andrew’s son Dante with me at church fairly often. 
 

Tell us why you teach Sunday School  
I have been teaching Sunday School most of the time since I was in 
the 9th grade. At that time, I intended to become a full-time elementary 
school teacher, so this was a good introduction to that. Most of my 
time has been spent teaching preschoolers because I love their 
enthusiasm for learning new things and their sense of wonder. Life 
took a different direction for me in the end, but I still love the 
opportunity to lead the little ones to know Jesus and his love for them.  
 
How did you get involved at St. Thomas? 
We moved from Columbus to Bloomington in 1985 and needed a 
new church home. I was impressed by the degree of women’s 
participation in the congregation, so chose to become a member at St. 
Thomas. I soon started teaching the youngest Sunday School class. In 

later years, I became active in the Christian Education committee. In keeping with my banking 
profession, I also served as the congregation’s treasurer for a few years and have been active on 
the finance and MEF committees. Currently I’m back on the finance committee and am one of the 
team that counts offering money in addition to teaching the Godly Play class in Sunday School. 

If you want to thank Sharon for her service to St. Thomas, you can send her an email here.  

We are actively seeking Sunday School teachers and youth leaders. If you are interested, please 
contact the church office to volunteer. 

Easter Breakfast – Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone who helped make the Easter Breakfast a success! Thank you to everyone 
who donated food, to the parents and youth who set up and cooked and cleaned up and to 
everyone who came and ate and donated! And an extra special thank you to Haley Hatton for 
coordinating our work! 

Lutheran Campus Ministry at IU  
Another academic year is coming to an end and our students at Rose House 
LuMin are eagerly preparing for their summer adventures--working at 
summer camp, participating in internships, attending summer classes, and 
working at various jobs. While the current students are away, our focus at 
Rose House LuMin will shift to building stronger connections with the 
congregations of the Indiana Kentucky Synod. We will also be intentional 
about gathering names and information of incoming students, participating 
in more on campus new student events as they resume, and making 
updates/repairs to Rose House itself.  
 
If you or someone you know are interested in becoming more involved with Rose House LuMin 
we have plenty of opportunities such as serving on the board, participating in service projects with 

mailto:sf7778@gmail.com
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
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us, and providing upkeep at Rose House. In addition, we are always looking for new ideas of ways 
that we can improve the organization to help meet students’ needs.  
 
If you know of a current or incoming student at IU Bloomington this summer or upcoming fall, 
please share those names and contact information with Pastor Amanda so that Rose House LuMin 
can reach out to them.  
 
Thank you again to everyone for making this a great academic year. The present is a gift, and the 
future looks promising as well. May God bless you all in your adventures this summer and guide 
you all safely home. Amen.  

       
Peace,  

Pastor Amanda Ghaffarian t 
Rose House LuMin 

From Our Ministry Partners  
Monroe County CASA Now Accepting Applications for June Training  
Monroe County Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) is a volunteer-powered program which 
provides representation in juvenile court for child 
victims of abuse and neglect. They provide support to 
these children to ensure that they remain at the 
forefront of the court proceedings and find a safe, 
permanent home as quickly as possible. To learn how 
you can change a child’s story, please visit the website 
or call 812-333-CASA.   
 
If you have ever thought of getting involved, now is a great time to sign up. Volunteers need to be 
able to give approximately 8-15 hours per month, have some daytime flexibility, are 21 years of 
age or older and can commit 1-2 years to volunteering. The need for volunteers is great as the 
number of children in need of services is always changing. CASA is now accepting applications for 
the upcoming February training session. The next training begins June 6 and is held on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday evenings from 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. This training will be held in person. 
 

Country Western Hog Roast and Beer Garden Fest  
A benefit for Bloomington St. Vincent de Paul Society will be held Friday, June 
17 from 4:30 – 8 p.m. on the grounds of St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church. 
Great Food, Beer and Wine, Live Band, I.U. International Folk Dancing 
Instructor, Silent Auction, and a 50/50 Raffle! Tickets will be available starting in 
June at the St. Charles Church Office.  
Pre-sale prices: $10 Adults; $6 children ages 6-12; 5 and under FREE.  

mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
https://www.lcmiu.net/
http://www.monroecountycasa.org/volunteer
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New Hope for Families 
Family homelessness harms our community and is a serious problem. In Monroe County, the most 
recent count identified 39 families (which includes 81 children) currently experiencing 
homelessness. New Hope for Families provides solutions to this crisis including helping parents get 
back to work, helping families find a path to stable housing, helping to keep children out of foster 
care, and helping children prepare for success in school and in life. New Hope for Families relies 
on your generous support to provide items that make these families feel safe, peaceful, and 
comfortable upon being welcomed into the shelter. Drop off bins for donations are located in the 
narthex for your convenience. We sincerely thank you for supporting these families served by 
New Hope for Families. 

Immediate Needs: Swiffer and Swiffer pads, Brooms, Twin Fitted sheets, Dutch ovens or stock pots, 
Double Stroller for the Nest, Pack and Play sheets, Travel bassinet, Crib mattress pads, Queen size 
comforters, Gift cards or Amazon gift cards to be used for children’s bedding, 5 cardboard boxes, 
Cleaning supplies (All-purpose cleaners), Detergent, Body wash, Dish soap, Trash can (Kitchen), 
Coffee pot plug in, Paper towels, Toilet paper, Liquid Measuring cups, Salt and pepper shakers, Can 
openers, Shower curtain/rings. 

Click here for The Nest children’s wish list. Click here for the Family Shelter wish list. 

MCUM Update 
MCUM/Monroe County United Ministries counts on St. Thomas! Mark your 
calendar for June 25 & 26 - EACH ONE FEED ONE! Please participate! Share your 
non-perishable food. Drop it off in the church parking lot. More information will 
be made available in the future. 
 
Do you know 1 in 4 of our neighbor families are food-insecure? Do you know 
MCUM typically gives 7000 lbs. of food per month to people who need it? Be part 
of the solution! 
 
Thank you to everyone who recently donated for MCUM. Our last drop off was 
123 pounds of food and other items. Special thanks to David Ellies for taking these items from St. 
Thomas directly to MCUM.  

  

https://www.newhope4families.org/
https://www.newhope4families.org/immediate-needs
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2LU7V7N192JJR
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/9ELXDIFCWM4Z/
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Church Women United / 
 Women of Faith of Monroe County  

invite all to celebrate 

MAY FRIENDSHIP DAY 
“A CALL TO SERVE” 

 

 
 

Friday, May 6, 2022, 11 a.m. 
Light luncheon to follow service 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints  
4235 West Third Street 

 
We will be gathering donations for MCUM: Non-perishable food, laundry 
detergent, all-purpose cleaner, and feminine sanitary supplies.  
Questions? Please contact Rae Ann Tibbs (812-322-8213) or Lisa Miller-
Maidi (St. Mark’s Methodist). 
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From the Indiana-Kentucky Synod 
Work at LOMIK 
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Indiana-Kentucky Inc. camp with 3 sites: Lutherwald, Lake Luther and 
Lutheran Hills. 
 
Working at a LOMIK camp is more than just a job; it is a ministry that gives you a chance to grow 
your faith, build community, and change your life and the lives of your campers. Join other 
enthusiastic college-aged people and spend your summer serving youth in one of our beautiful 
locations and make a difference in the lives of campers and their families this summer. Have fun 
and get paid this summer-Join our camp family! 
Positions run May 15 through July 31. Print a flyer 
Apply online here. For questions email: info@lomik.org   

 

Virtual Discernment Event 
The event will include: 

• time for reflection and conversation around discernment 
• a session facilitated by seminary faculty 
• opportunity to connect with current students from all 7 ELCA seminaries and hear from their 

experiences 
• and informational sessions about practical questions like financial aid, contextual education, 

academic programs, and more.  

Click here to register. Event Flyer 

 

 
Unsubscribe from this list or update your preferences by emailing:  

parishadmin@stlconline.org 
 

Due Date for June/July Newsletter Articles:  
 Monday, June 20, 2022 

 
Due Date for Weekly Announcements: 

Printed (Bulletins): Wednesdays. Emailed (MailChimp): Thursdays.   

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KnyY_SZFbBzwSoYKDwG-zJKakVKPk6ZLHOVlGqmcejGhj_Dg0mThGJtqnlkIx3Sww83joM7GxRWO7gVqafwQjBND0SgPrudCqhGJA2fvLiMrkaC6iqif8Nk5jg8MPbCk7rOM2ocYj_pruhBHZipmoq7ZEkT1zYrt8uBc7ZUDAmHuB8QLb4dm6gScI98JlMp52dcU4_0j8luOqEx3wZaekSvX1NJRZPZ5jeueG2ft2yM=&c=PJhVo3cXaMFS7YTChYX6Du6JR8Q3EVxqVcGOxQ6EYWh6w7kW18me_Q==&ch=UHWiF9WsvmCvH2oXcjdxUdCDcPikij47WIEfG83uazeEZLC6A7PAxw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KnyY_SZFbBzwSoYKDwG-zJKakVKPk6ZLHOVlGqmcejGhj_Dg0mThGJtqnlkIx3SwRhZEYUlppbTacCIj8Ge9d7CZHaPjo5UA4WHiMCqdYY8CeFSkc4OW4XgVqxT5XpTvZpqDuXDryneNyB5eexZHKl1dgLtSsHQWFfw1hUwSuogkwl1VxXCLluDoJCk0XrbEsTWe7JY-hng=&c=PJhVo3cXaMFS7YTChYX6Du6JR8Q3EVxqVcGOxQ6EYWh6w7kW18me_Q==&ch=UHWiF9WsvmCvH2oXcjdxUdCDcPikij47WIEfG83uazeEZLC6A7PAxw==
mailto:info@lomik.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KnyY_SZFbBzwSoYKDwG-zJKakVKPk6ZLHOVlGqmcejGhj_Dg0mThGBz5GS8KBpQhQduPcufU876XgWrRAE5NWXHMaxo_j1T6Xte4gj8rV8IKA5jyh5mCbnUbB1j4D9p6peAuFP0sSFG9FaO5xvIJtIB4Sqo9OEeU9nHgEmzMHdP1bbuULOJWrseySuncg6ZO&c=PJhVo3cXaMFS7YTChYX6Du6JR8Q3EVxqVcGOxQ6EYWh6w7kW18me_Q==&ch=UHWiF9WsvmCvH2oXcjdxUdCDcPikij47WIEfG83uazeEZLC6A7PAxw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KnyY_SZFbBzwSoYKDwG-zJKakVKPk6ZLHOVlGqmcejGhj_Dg0mThGBz5GS8KBpQh_36enN4GON6exrC4b1dQ3o7XunmDfGnEtqZ0PbXviqA5_WV0nAyakHHUkssLfvV6lENxvV6Sv2rBPRIH50WAw93hoCuQynP_rWfIPu-0FtqpdWj880ObnwIOPzd-QvAbJTdhj4HLK9vyVgXoax4Y631AMSyLkGGiyaawiCNaKSY=&c=PJhVo3cXaMFS7YTChYX6Du6JR8Q3EVxqVcGOxQ6EYWh6w7kW18me_Q==&ch=UHWiF9WsvmCvH2oXcjdxUdCDcPikij47WIEfG83uazeEZLC6A7PAxw==
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
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St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU 

are Reconciling in Christ Ministries 
 

We are a Christ-centered community that lives,  
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people! 

3800 East Third Street 
Bloomington, Indiana 47401 
Office Hours 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Phone: (812) 332-5252   
stlconline.org 
 
Partners in ministry with 
Lutheran Church of  
the Living Waters 
Cherokee, North Carolina 
 
Linked with 
Sister Parish 
Igelsia Santo Domingo  
de Guzman, Chichipate 
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,  
Izabal, Guatemala 
 
In covenant with 
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY  
AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian,  
Campus Pastor 
lutheran@indiana.edu 
Phone: (812) 333-2474 
lcmiu.org 
 

Rev. Adrianne Meier,  
Pastor 

pastor@stlconline.org  
 

Rev. Lecia Beck,  
Minister of Youth  

and Christian Nurture 
christiannurture@stlconline.org 

 
Erica Whichello,  

Parish Administrator 
parishadmin@stlconline.org 

 
Mike Powell,  

Director of Music and Organist 
 

Dr. Dale Heidebrecht,  
Interim Adult Choir Director 

 
Melissa de Graaf,  

Children's Choir Director 
 
 

ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

http://www.stlconline.org/
mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
mailto:pastor@stlconline.org
mailto:christiannurture@stlconline.org
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org

