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From the Pastor 
Lately, I have been thinking about what it means to be right. In all truth, I love to be right. It is 
decidedly one of my less endearing characteristics. I was always a good student with a healthy 
sense of curiosity and love of facts of all kinds. But the pressure to be right—to get things right—
comes with the difficulty of admitting I’m wrong, I don’t know, or that a problem simply doesn’t 
have a single right answer (and, of course, there are the times where a person can be right and 
still be pretty much a jerk about it, which is something I am particularly good at and for which I 
sincerely beg your pardon if you’ve witnessed it). How, then, do we discern what is right? 
 
Hearing about the Supreme Court’s leaked document that suggested the court may overturn Roe 
v. Wade was difficult for many of us. The typical monikers of “pro-life” and “pro-choice” rarely tell 
the whole story of a person’s opinion or how they reached it. My opinion, as an example, is 
certainly colored by both pregnancy loss and motherhood. But how do we know we are right? 
 
Right before I submitted this article, the news broke about yet another school shooting. How will 
we find the right answer? 
 
At one of its first Churchwide Assemblies (a gathering of delegates from all over the United States 
and the Caribbean), the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America passed three social statements.  
Social statements are teaching and policy documents the guide the church in conversation within 
its membership and with society at large. The three statements were on Abortion, the Death 
Penalty, and the Church in Society. The first two statements set the stage for social statements to 
come: they thoroughly outline the debate—refusing to caricature one side or the other; they reject 
simplistic answers; and they seek solutions that serve the common good. The last statement 
(which was probably passed first, because that would be good order, which Lutherans have 
preferred since…Luther), outlines how and why we make these statements and why we participate 
in these debates. Notably, the statement commits the Church to being a “Community of Moral 
Deliberation.” The statement says, “Christians struggle together on social questions in order to 
know better how to live faithfully and responsibly in their callings.” 
 
And so, I am mostly writing to remind myself that a faithful life is rarely about being right; most 
often a faithful life is one lived in deliberation, in questions, and in struggle. What feels like hard 
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work is likely the work. The question about discerning what is right is probably more important 
than the answer. Scripture is full of stories about people who wrestle with God (Jacob), people 
whose faithful life goes desperately off the rails (Samson, David), people whose desire to be right 
causes them to do wrong things (Paul), and people who struggle mightily to do the right thing 
because it will hurt (Esther). 
 
And there is no good news that God just swoops in with the right answer at the right time.  
Sometimes, it is God we wrestle; sometimes we are visited by prophets who purpose is to show us 
the error of our ways; sometimes we have to admit that we have been blind to what is right and 
we may have to seek forgiveness of those we have harmed; and sometimes we will do the right 
thing or come to the righteous conclusion and it will hurt. The Good News—the Gospel—is that we 
are not left alone to our deliberation, questions, and struggle. That God is with us in our wrestling, 
sends prophets to guide us to the truth, brings us into community, and raises us—always—to new 
life. 
 
God be with you, 

 
 
From the Minister of Youth and Christian Nurture 

Gather Round the Tree of Healing  
I have always loved trees. From the time I was a first grader trying to 
wrap my arms around an ancient oak tree, to my high school years in 
Wyoming when I longed for deciduous trees, to my summers as a 
camp counselor under the pines, my memories are often grounded in 
the trees I have met. I marvel at how unique every species is. Some 
inspire awe, while others like this short little palm tree in Burundi beg 
to be hugged. 
 
I was delighted that this summer our Vacation Bible School theme will 
be “Tree of Healing.” Trees show up throughout our story as the 
people of God. The story of creation is set in a garden and is centered 
around a tree (Genesis 3). In Isaiah, we will experience joy and peace and the trees will clap their 
hands (Isaiah 55:12). In John’s vision of redemption, on either side of the river of the water of life 
is the tree of life and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations (Revelation 22:1-2).  
 
As we gather around the tree of healing, we will be reminded of God’s intention that we and all 
creation can live healthy and happy lives. We will explore what it means to have healthy creation, 
healthy bodies, and healthy grief. We will hear about those who struggle with different aspects of 
health and the work of Lutheran World Relief to work with God to bring healing. 
 
I hope you will join us around the tree of healing as a student or as a volunteer. VBS will be 
Sundays, June 5, 12, 19, & 26 from 12 - 2 p.m. You are welcome to come one week or every 
week. There is a place for you here! 
 
Your partner on the way, 

 

https://vbsmate.com/stlcbloomington
mailto:nonniekris@gmail.com
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From the Parish Administrator 
We are pleased to announce we have contracted with Martin Accounting to handle St. Thomas's 
bookkeeping and accounting needs. Working with Martin Accounting will require some changes in 
our financial practices, as we will no longer have an in-house bookkeeper. However, this change 
does afford the congregation significant financial savings and greater hiring flexibility in the 
future. We appreciate your patience during this transition and appreciate any helpful feedback you 
offer. 
 
If you have a financial question, are submitting a reimbursement request, or want to check on the 
status of your pledge, email me at parishadmin@stlconline.org. I will respond to all 
financial questions as promptly as possible, and within one week's time. 
 
Please note, any other email addresses you have used to contact the office are no longer active. 
Please save parishadmin@stlconline.org in your safe sender or allow list to ensure all office 
communications reach you. 

Thank you so much, 
Erica D. Whichello  

 

 

 

  

mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
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Upcoming Events  
 
Condolences and Upcoming Memorial Services 
The congregation continues to extend condolences to the family of JoAnne Namy, whose 
memorial service will be held at St. Thomas on Saturday, June 25 at 10 a.m. 
 
The congregation continues to extend condolences to family of Steve Stein, whose memorials 
service will be held at St. Thomas on Saturday, July 9 at 2 p.m. 
 

Prayer at Noon on Zoom 
It can be hard to find time to pray, especially when there is so much to worry about—
so much to pray for. Join us for a calm, quiet moment in the middle of the week to 
share requests and pray together—we gather for about 20 minutes. Our next 
gatherings will be Wednesdays, June 1, and July 6 at noon on Zoom. Join us here. 
 

Word in the Woods 
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it! (Psalm 24:1) Join us for 
Word in the Woods as we enjoy God’s creation, build relationships, 
and contemplate scripture together. Meet us at Griffy Lake boathouse 
for a 1.5-mile hike which closes with Holy Communion. We will 
gather on Tuesday, June 14 and Tuesday, July 12 at 6 p.m. Please 
let Pastor Lecia know if you plan to join us!  
 
Pizza with the Pastor 

You’ve been worshiping with us for a while. You’ve even 
taken a next step to get more involved. Are you ready to 
become a member? Becoming a member is to be 
committed to the future of St. Thomas Lutheran Church 
and the community that dwells here. Before you dive 
into membership, we want to be sure you have ample 
opportunity to ask about what we believe, what we do, 
and where we believe God is calling our congregation. 
Join Pr. Adrianne for Pizza with the Pastor after the 
second worship on Sunday, June 12. Afterwards, if you 
wish to join St. Thomas as a member, we will receive you 

on Sunday, June 19 at the worship service of your choosing (if you’re ready to make this step 
now, attendance at Pizza with the Pastor is not required). RSVP to Pr. Adrianne. 

 
  

https://bit.ly/3jVA3k0
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
mailto:pastoradrianne@gmail.com?subject=Pizza%20with%20the%20Pastor
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Ministry Opportunities for Getting Involved 
 
Mission Committee Book Club  

On June 21 and June 28 at 7 p.m. in the conference room the Mission Committee 
will be hosting a discussion of the book, The Ungrateful Refugee: What Immigrants 
Never Tell you, written by Dina Nayeri, who was herself a refugee. "Nayeri weaves 
together her own vivid story with the stories of other refugees and asylum seekers 
in recent years, bringing us inside their daily lives and taking us through the 
different stages of their journeys, from escape to asylum to resettlement," according 
to the book's summary. Copies of the book are available in the church office to 
borrow.   

 
Creation Care Calling  
If you are like many of us who recycle materials such as plastic, paper, glass and cans, you can 
help the environment more by adding composting to your daily routine. Putting coffee grounds, 
fruit and vegetables, eggshells, grass clippings and leaves into a container can be more helpful 
than recycling.  Keeping these materials from landfills is very beneficial by 
reducing the methane that is produced.   

Composting also enriches soil, helping retain moisture and suppress plant 
diseases and pests. It also reduces the need for chemical fertilizers and 
encourages the production of beneficial bacteria and fungi that break down 
organic matter to create humus, a rich nutrient-filled material. 

If you would like to learn more about composting, contact a member of the 
Creation Care Committee. We would be happy to help. 

Other Ways to help the Environment  
One of the most effective ways to increase awareness about the effect of climate change is to talk 
about it. We can learn more at Faith Climate Champions webinars as the summer season 
approaches.  

The June 7 program on how to talk about and lead conversations about climate in your house of 
worship is led by clergy, climate scientists, and social justice advocates Dr. Bennett B. Brabson, Rev. 
Patricia Tull and Marnese Jackson. This will be a hopeful and empowering training for engaging 
on this challenging issue. 
 
The June 21 program will focus on forming and empowering Creation Care teams and share ways 
congregations can save energy (and funds) starting with "low hanging fruit." Presenters are Pastor 
Wyatt Watkins, Ray Wilson, and Dori Chandler, the Indiana Statewide Outreach Director for Faith 
in Place. 
 
Information and a link to register for part 1, on June 7, 2022 is here.  A link to register for part 2, 
on June 22, is here.  
  

https://www.faithinplace.org/event-details/faith-climate-champions-workshop-part-1
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkd--trT8uHNSOoPKmQgoYo86Vw9P9JpMI?utm_source=Zoom
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Vacation Bible School 
Gather around the Tree of Healing! The tree is a symbol of 
God’s promise, where “the leaves of the tree are for the 
healing of the nations” (Revelation 22:2). Join us as we 
consider what health means and how God invites us to share 
in the building of a just world where all can enjoy the gifts of 
God’s creation.  
 
We will gather on Sundays, June 5, 12, 19 & 26 from 12 -2 
p.m. for some VBS fun! Come for all the weeks or just one. 
We will explore a Bible story and learn about God’s promise 
and God’s will for all the nations to experience healing. We 
will also hear about communities around the world 
experiencing healing and restoration. 
 
You are welcome to worship with us at 10:15 a.m. and bring 
a sack lunch to enjoy outside before VBS. We welcome 

children up to those entering 6th grade, and those under four are invited to participate with an 
adult. 
 
Please register each child who will participate here. While adults are intended to participate with 
their children, adults do not need to register. Anyone who wants to volunteer - adult, youth, or 
confirmation student - can contact Kris Stewart or Pastor Lecia and include which dates you are 
available! 
 
Sunday School Thank You and Parent Survey 
We are grateful for another wonderful year of Sunday School! Many thanks to our Sunday School 
coordinator, Leah Iverson and our teachers: Sharon Fawbush, Sarah Fogleman, Sarah Harrison, 
Debbie Nixon, Deacon Allison Ward.  
 
Parents, please share your feedback about Sunday School so that we can continue to improve our 
programs and help your student grow in faith.   
 
Ice Cream Meet-Ups 
Calling all confirmation students and high school youth! 
Meet up with Pastor Lecia to hang out and have ice cream 
at Jiffy Treet (223 S Pete Ellis Dr) on Sundays, June 26, July 
17, and July 31 from 5:30 to 7 pm. 
 
Playground Meet-Ups 
Just because Sunday School is out for the summer, doesn’t 
mean our friendships are done! Last summer we had 
several playground meet-ups which were a great time for 
kids and adults to connect. Would you be willing to host one? All you have to do is choose a date, 
time and location. Let Pastor Lecia know and she will share the information with our families 
through this newsletter and the weekly announcements. 

https://vbsmate.com/stlcbloomington
mailto:nonniekris@gmail.com
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/KocJwxzWkgxHaGnz5
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
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Young Worship Leaders 
Students in second grade and up who have been trained as acolytes are able to sign up to serve. 
Students who are fluent readers are welcome to sign up as lectors. Sign up here. 
 
Property Committee Work Days  
This month the Property Committee meets on Tuesday, June 21 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. to paint, 
caulk, fix light bulbs, and a wide variety of other small jobs—many of them outdoors. Feel free to 
join us! For more information contact Sam Eichmiller at 812-797-2807.  

Flat Congregants  
Remember these flat congregants? They filled some of the St. Thomas 
sanctuary chairs during the pandemic. They did not leave town; they 
have been sheltered since their last visit. Anyone wishing to retrieve 
their creation may email Gayl Laughman directly. Thank you for 
sharing your creativity!  
 

Altar Flowers 
Flowers bring the beauty of creation to our worship. To reserve an 
arrangement, contact the church office via email or sign the sheet on the 
bulletin board behind the welcome desk by Wednesday each week. The 
Flower Guild makes the arrangements, and you may take the flowers home 
after the 10:15 a.m. worship service and then return the vase later. Each 
arrangement costs $18, with “flowers” in the check memo line.  
 

Prayer Chain  
The Swiss theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar once said, “the most we can do through genuine 
prayer, is to make as much room as possible, in ourselves and in the world, for the kingdom of 
God, so that its energies can go to work.” We invite you to be part of a little group making room in 
the world for God to work in people’s lives. When prayer requests come, we receive an email and 
pause to pray. Occasionally we receive an update about those we hold in prayer. If you are 
interested in joining us, email Susan Colston.  
 
Prayer Requests 
Martin Luther said, “Pray, and let God worry.” When something worries you, others can carry you 
along in prayer. Send requests for prayer to Susan Colston via email.  

  

https://bit.ly/36ECuVc
mailto:g.a.laugh@comcast.net
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
mailto:skcolston@aol.com
mailto:skcolston@aol.com
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Celebrating Our Ministry  
Volunteer Spotlight  
Jerry and Betty Smith 
 
How have you been involved at St. Thomas? 
Jerry: On retirement Betty and I did a variety of outreach 
projects including setting up beds for the homeless at 
First United Church. We also worked at MCUM, stacking 
shelves and bagging groceries, and we drove St. Thomas’ 
food contributions to MCUM for many years. I served on 
the MCUM Board and chaired it for two years. At St. 
Thomas, I taught Bible classes for adults for several years 
and co-chaired with Judy Bush the Living the Questions 
and Jesus Redux discussion series. I was active in two 
major fund-raising projects at St. Thomas, and the fund-
raising project to buy the house for campus ministry. I 

was chair of Mission Endowment for six years and served as chair of the St. Thomas Council. Betty 
and I have enjoyed being involved in several landscaping projects, especially the planting of the 
azaleas and the green Japanese maple outside the front door. 
 
Betty: In addition to working in the church office 
for many years, I sang in the choir, was a member 
of the Altar Guild, Financial Secretary and until 
recently coordinated the offering counters. I 
continue to count two months of the year. I was a 
member of the Worship Committee, and for many 
years worked in the Prayer Garden which began 
as part of a retirement gift from the congregation. 
Jerry and I packed food donations and took them 
to the MCUM food pantry once a month. 
 
Being a part of the welcoming, caring, mission-
oriented St. Thomas congregation has been a joy. 
We are blessed as members of this family of faith. 
 
To read more about Jerry & Betty’s lives (like 
upbringing, careers, children & grandchildren) click 
here. To thank them for their ongoing service to 
St. Thomas, email them at smithg@indiana.edu.   
  

https://bit.ly/3yW3ADm
https://bit.ly/3yW3ADm
mailto:smithg@indiana.edu
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Mission Endowment Fund update 
St. Thomas’s Mission Endowment Fund (MEF) is to provide funding for special needs at St. Thomas 
Lutheran Church, local outreach, and worldly missions. Distributions, from the income available, 
are approved on a quarterly basis by the MEF committee after a review of project proposals. On 
May 1, the MEF committee approved funding for five local community projects. 

• Bloomington Refugee Support Network (BRSN) was funded $500.00 to help pay for 
support efforts for refugees, asylum seekers and other immigrants in our community. This 
funding will help provide English literacy skills support, immigration and attorney fees, 
medical and dental assistance, counseling and other needs as newcomers adjust to life in 
Bloomington. More information about BRSN and its mission can be found on their website. 

• Hotels for Homeless was funded $550.00 to help pay for temporary housing to community 
members experiencing homelessness, while assisting with their transition to stable living 
situations. Project support will be providing daily meals, hygiene supplies, individualized 
case management and additional assistance. More information about Hotels for Homeless 
and its mission can be found on their website. 

• New Hope for Families was funded $550.00 to help pay for the costs of shelter and related 
supplies, programming, and costs to relocate families to stable housing. More information 
about New Hope for Families and its mission can be found on their website. 

• New Leaf, New Life was funded $550.00 to help provide services inside and outside the jail 
and improve resources available for those affected by incarceration. More information 
about New Leaf, New Life and its mission can be found on their website. 

• St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) was funded $500.00 to help provide temporary financial 
assistance for utility bills, groceries, rent, bus tickets, fuel, medical bills, and clothing. More 
information about SVdP and its mission can be found on their website. 

Proposals can be submitted to the committee by completing the St. Thomas Mission Endowment 
Fund Application for Financial Support for a Program or Project. Applications will need to reach the 
committee by August 1 to be considered for approval. Please contact the church office if you have 
any questions.  

Lutheran Campus Ministry at IU  
As summer progresses, we are welcoming new incoming students on 
campus for orientation weeks at IU Bloomington. During these experiences 
where students learn more about what to expect come fall, CaRLA (Campus 
Religious Leaders Association) invites students a glimpse at the opportunities 
to further deepen or expand their faith lives through the various campus 
ministries on campus.  
 
For some students who have grown up attending worship or have previous connections to 
religious institutions, they may already be familiar with campus ministry and what its purpose is. 
For those who have no religious background or a loose connection to religious institutions, 

http://www.bloomingtonrefugees.org/
http://www.h4hbloomington.org/
http://www.newhope4families.org/
http://www.newleafnewlife.org/
http://www.svdpbloomington.org/
https://stlconline.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/St-Thomas-MEF-Application-May-2021.pdf
https://stlconline.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/St-Thomas-MEF-Application-May-2021.pdf
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org?subject=MEF
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campus ministry may be a completely new concept to them. With few exceptions, almost all 
individuals tend to ask at least one of two questions—what do you believe and what do you do?  
 
While each campus ministry is unique, when asked the questions about Rose House LuMin, our 
quick answer is this: We believe that we are saved by God’s grace alone, that God loves the world, 
and God calls us to love one another as we are ALL made in God’s image. Our primary purpose is 
to walk with students and the collegiate community as they navigate faith and life and help them 
discern where God is leading them. We have food, fun, fellowship, and faith conversations.  
 
If the individuals wish to know more, we answer all their questions the best we can. If you have 
more questions about Rose House LuMin and what we do or if you would like to become more 
involved in some way, please reach out to me at lutheran@indiana.edu.  
 
May God continue to keep you safe this summer.  
 
Peace,  

Pastor Amanda Ghaffarian t 
Rose House LuMin 

 
 

From Our Ministry Partners  
An Update from Vicar Nathan Pratt 
I have bad news, and I have good news. 
 
The bad news is this: I will be leaving my internship sooner than originally planned. This has been 
an extraordinary internship, providing me with countless opportunities to gain experience in 
pastoral leadership. I wish that I could remain here for another few months, that I could have an 
opportunity to worship with each congregation at least once more, that all the loose ends could 
be neatly tied up. But I must go. 
 
Naturally, you will want to know why, and I cannot share with you all of that information. Here is 
what I can share with you. On April 13, the Wednesday of Holy Week, a crime was committed 
against me that left me physically, mentally, and emotionally shaken. I reported it to the 
appropriate authorities and gave reports to law enforcement officers. I began working with a 
therapist who specializes in helping people who have experienced trauma. I shared about what 
happened with my supervisor and the parish pastoral team. 
 
And I kept doing my best to lead worship, to preach sermons, to visit folks in the hospital, and to 
serve the parish well as its vicar. I made it through Easter, and then I crashed. I pulled myself 
together to lead worship the next Sunday, and then I crashed again. I’ve been living in this cycle 

mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
https://www.lcmiu.net/
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for a few weeks, and it is not sustainable. I need to spend time healing, with family and friends 
nearby to support me, before I go back to Philadelphia for the fall semester. I can’t pretend that I 
am okay right now. 
 
The good news is this: Jesus Christ is my Savior and your Savior. There’s bound to come some 
trouble to our lives, and that is nothing to be ashamed of or afraid of. Jesus has been there before, 
experiencing life as a human being in all its fullness and all its brokenness. Jesus laid down his life 
for you and for me, and Jesus is alive again on the other side of an empty tomb. The good news is 
that sin and evil and death have been defeated. 
 
So we send all our troubles to the cross of Christ, and we set all our hopes on the risen Christ. I 
know that God is good and trustworthy. I know that what happened to me is not the end of my 
story, because I know that what happened to Jesus was not the end of his story. I know that there 
is resurrection. I am compelled to preach this gospel to myself each day, remembering my baptism 
into Christ and my membership in his body, placing my trust in Christ alone and walking with him 
through this dark valley toward the light of his promise. 
 
Vicar Nathan Pratt 
he/him/his 
(516) 387-6567 
Student Intern, Tri-County Lutheran Parish 
MDiv student, United Lutheran Seminary 
 
An Update from Naomi Sveholm 
The school year in Slovakia always goes from September 2 to June 30. It 
might vary by a day or two based on weekends, but this is the pattern. 
Graduates, however, end in May or the very beginning of June. This year half 
of my classes are with fifth year students and just this week (it is May 20 as I 
write), I’ve had my last class (forever) with 79 of my students, most of whom 
were in my first classes when I started teaching at the school three years 
ago. The seniors led their last chapel service on Wednesday, and after one 
week of study at home, they will take their school leaving (Maturita) exams 

the week of May 30. This is the oral 
portion of their exams: students have 
20 minutes to look at and prepare 
responses to a page full of questions, 
then present for 20 minutes to a panel 
of three examiners. The English exam 
tests their knowledge and familiarity 
with literature themes and sixteen 
thematic topics (including government, 
multiculturalism, housing, and 
healthcare) from all five years of high 
school. It is daunting, and an exam I 
am grateful I never had to face in my 
own language, let alone a foreign one. 
With my first class graduating, I am 
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reflecting on the years with them, the sometimes heavy themes we covered, and the idea of a 
missionary called to accompaniment, or walking together in solidarity characterized by mutuality 
and interdependence. Our teachers - missionaries - are invited by the schools and reliant on the 
schools for jobs and housing. We learn about the cultural context we’re teaching in and ideally 
develop our mutuality and interdependence. I spoke with Colleen Montgomery about teaching 
and accompaniment for her podcast All Places Together. She titled our episode Modern Mutual 
Ministry, which really reflects several aspects of our conversation. I hope you will listen to our 
episode as well as others she has created. Listen online here or here on Apple podcasts.  
 
I hope that I can lean on you to pray for our students and teachers, especially their physical and 
mental health, as they approach and complete their Maturita exams. I will likely post at least one 
Maturita update on social media, ELCACET on Facebook and Instagram. Thank you, as always, for 
your support and the ways you accompany us. 
 
Naomi Sveholm 

 
Country Western Hog Roast and Beer Garden Fest  

A benefit for Bloomington St. Vincent de Paul Society will be held Friday, June 17 

from 4:30 – 8 p.m. on the grounds of St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church. Great 
Food, Beer and Wine, Live Band, I.U. International Folk Dancing Instructor, Silent 
Auction, and a 50/50 Raffle! Tickets will be available starting in June at the St. 
Charles Church Office.  
Pre-sale prices: $10 Adults; $6 children ages 6-12; 5 and under FREE.  

 
Beacon, Inc. 
Notes from board meeting. 
- $60,000 was raised during our recent Solidarity 

Sleepout. Thanks to St. T. members who supported 
this effort to fund Friend’s Place, an overnight shelter. 

- Interviews were held this week for a new 
Development Director and one promising candidate 
surfaced 

- Several paid staff positions are still open at Beacon. Check their website (Assistant Program 
Director for Shalom Center, and caseworker) 

- Visions for a new facility are being discussed 
- A study will soon be conducted to examine what percentage of Bloomington’s homeless are 

veterans, young people (18-25), elderly (over 65), people of color, to determine how we might 
address the unique needs of each group 

 
MCUM Update 
Drop off non-perishable food and hygiene items to the St. Thomas parking lot on 
June 25 and 26 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. for Each One Feed One, sponsored by the 
Mission Committee. Donations will benefit MCUM's "client choice" food pantry, 
where people select items they need and want. Giving clients a choice respects 
individuality while reducing waste.  

https://www.allplacestogether.org/listen
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/modern-mutual-ministry/id1565731475?i=1000559951669
mailto:naomi.sveholm@gmail.com
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New Hope for Families 
It is an exciting time to partner with New Hope for Families as we celebrate their move to a newly 
constructed and larger facility. The new shelter will serve 12 families and the early learning center 
will serve 48 young children. Statistics have shown that 81% of the families who stay at New 
Hope will move out into a lease that is in their name that they can afford.  
 
New Hope has announced they will officially begin accepting donations of GENTLY USED material 
goods again starting MONDAY, JUNE 6. The items include bed linens, bath towels, dishes and 
utensils, pots and pans, etc. These are the kinds of household goods we provide to a family when 
they move out of the shelter into their own new permanent home. 
 
New Hope also has an IMMEDIATE NEED for items to stock the new family shelter! The newly-
constructed family shelter building at New Hope for Families will provide immediate emergency 
shelter for 12 families. The items these families will need include paper goods, cleaning supplies, 
mops and brooms, shower curtains, clothes hampers, and more! And keep in mind, we will need 
12 sets of each item! For the full list, refer to our Amazon Wishlist. 
 
A reminder that donation bins are in the narthex. Checks made out to St. Thomas Lutheran Church 
with New Hope for Families in the memo line are also greatly appreciated. Thank you for your 
generosity, prayers and support.  
 
Volunteer Opportunities 
There are lots of opportunities to have an immediate impact in the lives of local families at New 
Hope. From reading to kids in the child care and education program, to helping families move into 
their new homes, to doing light construction and maintenance with our Hope Builders team. If you 
are interested in getting involved, start by filling out our online application form. 

 

 
 

 
Unsubscribe from this list or update your preferences by emailing:  

parishadmin@stlconline.org 
 

Due Date for August Newsletter Articles:  
 Thursday, July 21, 2022 

 
Due Date for Weekly Announcements: 

Printed (Bulletins): Wednesdays. Emailed (MailChimp): Thursdays.   

https://a.co/6WVZJ7u
https://bttr.im/93x4c
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org


16 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU 

are Reconciling in Christ Ministries 
 

We are a Christ-centered community that lives,  
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people! 

3800 East Third Street 
Bloomington, Indiana 47401 
Office Hours 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Phone: (812) 332-5252   
stlconline.org 
 
Partners in ministry with 
Lutheran Church of  
the Living Waters 
Cherokee, North Carolina 
 
Linked with 
Sister Parish 
Igelsia Santo Domingo  
de Guzman, Chichipate 
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,  
Izabal, Guatemala 
 
In covenant with 
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY  
AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian,  
Campus Pastor 
lutheran@indiana.edu 
Phone: (812) 333-2474 
lcmiu.org 
 

Rev. Adrianne Meier,  
Pastor 

pastor@stlconline.org  
 

Rev. Lecia Beck,  
Minister of Youth  

and Christian Nurture 
christiannurture@stlconline.org 

 
Erica Whichello,  

Parish Administrator 
parishadmin@stlconline.org 

 
Mike Powell,  

Director of Music and Organist 
 

Dr. Dale Heidebrecht,  
Interim Adult Choir Director 

 
Melissa de Graaf,  

Children's Choir Director 
 
 

ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

http://www.stlconline.org/
mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
mailto:pastor@stlconline.org
mailto:christiannurture@stlconline.org
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org

