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From the Pastor 
For several years, we’ve shared daily highs and lows at our dinner table. Some days are more 
successful than others. Some days, the conversation devolves into an argument about 
unacceptable interruptions to interminable stories about the minutia of elementary school life (that 
is, “STOP INTERRUPTING MY HOUR-LONG STORY!”). But some days, the curtain is pulled back and 
we get a glimpse into the deep interior life of our family members. Recently, I led a Bible study 
with the counselors at Lutheran Hills, and one of them mentioned also asking her campers about 
their “God moments” for the day. This has been tricky for our family. Before we got to where, the 
first question is do we see God every day? 
 
Seeing God, I realize, is often a matter of taking the time to slow down my 100-mile-per-hour life.  
I’ve been thinking a lot about Moses lately. He took a hard exit out of life in Egypt, got married, 
and was tending his father-in-law’s flocks on Mount Horeb. While he was on the mountain, he 
noticed a bush that was on fire, but not consumed by the fire. A rare sight, indeed. There is a 
Jewish midrash that suggests the bush had been burning for centuries, but Moses was the first one 
to notice it (another one suggests God had been calling Moses for a while, but this was the first 
he’d heard God’s call). What am I too busy to notice? 
 
I’ve been reading and enjoying Andrew Root’s very dense (I mean, just check out the title!) book 
Churches and the Crisis of Decline: a Hopeful, practical ecclesiology for a secular age. Root argues that 
the modern mind doesn’t believe it can encounter a living God and yet, that’s exactly what most 
of us come to church looking for (even if we don’t have the words for it). It is easy for us to get 
wrapped up in everything else, but the truth is if there is one thing that we know about God is that 
God is—that God is acting in our world, judging, healing, redeeming, loving, calling. Our job as 
Church—our job as faithful folk—is to notice, to wait, and to watch with one another. 
 
God be with you, 

 
 
Pastor Adrianne is on vacation through Sunday, July 31.  
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From the Minister of Youth and Christian Nurture 
Where has the summer gone? It seems like we were just wrapping up the school year and now 
we are making plans to bless backpacks and send students back to school. 
 
A new school year brings all sorts of new experiences which can be filled with both excitement 
and anxiety, for both students and parents. As daily rhythms change again, it can also be a time to 
think about how to include a new faith practice, either individually or as a family. It does not have 
to be long but creating an intentional time to be open to God can be life-giving. 
 
One practice that I use often is Breath Prayer. Breath prayers are simple prayers, usually made up 
of two short lines, that you pray as you breathe–the first part as you inhale, the second part as 
you exhale.  
Some examples include:  

Be still…and know that I am God.  
Nothing can separate me...from the love of God.  
The Lord is my shepherd...I shall not want. 

 
Taking some time daily to slow down and breathe deeply with a breath prayer can be a way to 
ground yourself before beginning the day or noticing God’s presence throughout the day. When I 
am anxious, I often slow myself by focusing on my breath and praying “Breathe in the love of 
God…breathe out your fears and frustrations.” (Inspired by a prayer someone shared with me.)  
 
If you are interested in trying some other spiritual practices as the seasons change, you can listen 
to my faith formation podcast Rhythms of Grace for some ideas or set up a time to chat. I always 
love to think together about how we can be open to God’s presence and grow in faith! 
 
Your partner on the way, 

 
 

Call Process Update 
The Call Committee and Council have recommended the 
congregation call Pr. Lecia Beck as Pastor of Youth and 
Christian Nurture. A Sweet Spot will be held in the conference 
room on Thursday July 28 at 7 p.m. hosted by Kaye Hill. The 
congregation is invited to enjoy dessert and conversation 
with Pr. Lecia about her vision for Youth and Christian 
Nurture at St. Thomas, and to ask any questions about the 
ministries she serves. The congregation will meet on Sunday, 
August 21 after the 11 a.m. service to vote to extend a call 
to Pr. Lecia. This meeting will be hybrid, and those wishing to 
join via Zoom can do so at this link.  

https://godspace.wordpress.com/2009/02/16/a-breathing-prayer/
https://anchor.fm/lecia-beck
https://doodle.com/mm/902967895/meetings
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87879638744?pwd=M2pnZWpHZWFTT0UycS81UnNmUEF6UT09
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Land Sale for 2023 INDOT Construction at 3rd & Smith 
Next summer, the State of Indiana’s Department of Transportation (INDOT) will begin construction 
at the corner of 3rd Street and Smith Road. This project will widen the intersection to allow for 
dedicated left turn lanes from Smith Road onto 3rd Street. It will also address storm water drainage 
issues that have affected Beth Shalom, our neighbor.   
 

INDOT requires St. Thomas to sell a small portion of land, .058 acre, to complete the project.  We 
will also sell a temporary right of way (this land returns to St. Thomas at the end of construction). 
INDOT will also pay for items that must be removed or moved, such as the trees along 3rd Street 
and our Smith Road sign and restriping a portion of parking lot after construction is complete (this 
is called “cost to correct”). Anything in the temporary right of way must be returned to us in the 
same condition or better. INDOT has offed us $59,950 for the land, temporary right of way, and 
cost to correct. 
 

The executive committee advises that the congregation: 

• donate 5% of the proceeds of the sale to Rose House/Lutheran Campus Ministries at IU 

• donate 5% to existing Mission Partners as recommended by the Mission Committee 

• invest 5% in St. Thomas’s Mission Endowment Fund 

• place the remaining 85% of the proceeds in a designated Capital Repair Fund to complete any 
post-construction corrections and for future facilities maintenance 

 

The Congregation must vote on the sale of the land and the use of the funds. A full copy of 
INDOT’s bid is available to review in the office. A Congregational Meeting, therefore, will be called 
on Sunday, August 7, 2022, after the 10:15 a.m. service (around 11:30 a.m.). This will be a hybrid 
meeting, and participants may join via Zoom here. 
 

Creation Care Calling  
Our legacy from burning coal, gas, and oil is leading to extreme 
windstorms, hurricanes, tornados, rain, floods, island nations 
relocating, drought, crop failure, heat- or famine-driven global 
migration, melting glaciers, rising seas, wildfires, oil spills on land and 
sea, and coal ash contaminating air, land, and water. Here in the 
Midwest, the climate will shift in a few decades to become more like 
east Texas.  
 
After utility companies understood that wind and solar are the lowest 
cost sources of energy, thousands of acres of land have been 
converted to solar and wind farms replacing retired coal plants. 
Bloomington is a solar city with homes, offices, schools, churches, and 
parking lots producing electricity.  
 
A solar ground array at St. Thomas is planned to supplement production from the original 2013 
rooftop array, reducing the church’s annual Duke electric bills. Two-thirds of its cost has been 
allocated from recent memorial funds and other donations, with the congregation raising one-
third. Progress toward this goal for gifts designated for “solar project” can be seen on a bulletin 
board display in the narthex. Thank you for all who have already given to this project! We have 
about $4,000 to go to reach our goal. We hope you can give too.   

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87879638744?pwd=M2pnZWpHZWFTT0UycS81UnNmUEF6UT09
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Upcoming Events  
 

Fall Worship Schedule 
Beginning Sunday, August 21, worship will be at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. The 8:30 a.m. service will 
be livestreamed, and the recording will be available on our YouTube channel shortly after the end 
of the service. 
 
Save the Date!  
Join us on Saturday September 10 for God’s Work. Our Hands. day of service. 
There will be opportunities around our community for all ages.  
Sunday School starts soon! 
Save the date! Sunday School will kick off on Sunday, September 11 at 9:45 
a.m. There are classes for students ages four through adults. Teachers are still 
needed for our upper elementary and high school class. If you are able to help, 
even occasionally, please contact Pastor Lecia or Sunday School coordinator, 
Leah Iversen. 
 

Backpack Blessing 
As children and teachers prepare for school to start again, we all prepare 
for our rhythms of life to shift. In this time of transition, everyone is invited 
to reaffirm their vocation, whether as student, teacher, mechanic, 
accountant and more. On Sunday, July 31 at both services, you are 
welcome to bring your backpack, briefcase, diaper bag or whatever bag 
you carry for daily work to be blessed. Invite your friends and neighbors 
who may also appreciate beginning a new school year with blessing! 

 
Ice Cream Meet Up 
Calling all confirmation students and high school youth! Meet up with Pastor Lecia 
to catch up and have ice cream at Jiffy Treet (223 S. Pete Ellis Dr.) on Sunday, July 
31 from 5:30 - 7 p.m. 
 
Prayer at Noon on Zoom 
It can be hard to find time to pray, especially when there is so much to worry about and so much 
to pray for. Join us for a calm, quiet moment in the middle of the week to share requests and pray 
together—we gather for about 20 minutes. Our next gatherings will be Wednesday, August 3 at 
noon on Zoom. Join us here. 
 
Word in the Woods 
Let the rivers clap their hands and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord! (Psalm 98:9) Join 
us for Word in the Woods as we enjoy God’s creation, build relationships, and contemplate 
scripture together. Meet us at Griffy Lake boathouse for a 1.5-mile hike which closes with Holy 
Communion. We will gather on Tuesday, August 9 at 6 p.m. Please let Pastor Lecia know if you 
plan to join us!   

https://www.youtube.com/c/StThomasLutheranChurchBloomington/
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
mailto:leahbethsinn@hotmail.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83268379911?pwd=Rld0aGcvTGplT3g0Wmx3MExCakZRZz09
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
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Bags, Boxes, and Brunch!  
On Saturday August 13 at 10 a.m., Karen Rohlfing and the Fiber Arts Spiritual 
Growth Group invite you to a very special morning workshop in Community 
Hall and on Zoom. Karen will offer a presentation on making paper bags and 
boxes–she’s a great teacher and an expert crafter. Then at 11:30 a.m., we’ll 
have brunch of quiche and lemonade. If you would like to bring something in 
addition, please check in with Karen via email or 812-935-5243. 
 

The limit for in-person attendees is ten people, so please sign 
up in advance on the bright yellow sign-up sheet at the Welcome Desk in the 
narthex. An adult bringing a craft-y child counts as one person. There’s no limit 
on how many Zoomers can join and, if you sign up in advance, we’ll get you a 
supplies packet. All participants will need a ruler, scissors, and glue.  
 
There’s much to be saddened by in the world today. Let’s make something 
pretty and give it away. It doesn’t fix the world, but it comforts the hearts of 
both the maker and the receiver of the gift. Here is the zoom link.  

 
Graduate Students and Early Career Folks 
Still feeling new to town? Wanting to connect with people outside of work and class? We’re 
inviting graduate students and folks in their first few years of their career after high school, 
vocational school, college, or grad school to join us on Sunday, August 14 at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Shelter House at Building Trades Park (619 W. Howe St.) for a potluck. We’ll provide hot dogs and 
veggie dogs; bring a side dish or dessert to share. If you need a ride, contact Moriah Reichert or 
Johnathan Frank. 
 
Bloomington Pridefest  
Celebrate more than two decades of welcome and 
inclusion at St. Thomas by volunteering at St. Thomas’s 
table at Bloomington Pridefest on Saturday, August 
27. Sign up for a ninety-minute shift to be a friendly face at 
our congregation's table. No experience necessary, you 
simply need to be able to tell others what you like about 
St. Thomas! Sign up here. 
 

Adult Forum: Callout for friends of Sister Parish  
On August 28 at 9:45 a.m., there will be a callout for friends of Sister Parish. 
This is another year where we won’t be able to send an in-person delegation 
to Guatemala. In this strange situation, how can we sustain our parish’s 
friendship, accompaniment, and solidarity with the people of Santo Domingo 
Guzman? The Sister Parish committee is pulling together ideas for the year 
ahead. If you have a heart for this ministry, please come be part of the 
conversation. 
 

  

mailto:karenann.rohlfing@gmail.com?subject=Bags,%20Boxes,%20and%20Brunch
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82479531523?pwd=N1VEWUZzVGpiNFpSSTNwQUdKTmgxQT09
https://bloomington.in.gov/parks/parks/building-trades-park
mailto:moriahreichert97@gmail.com
mailto:johnathanmfrank@gmail.com
https://www.wejoinin.com/sheets/dxuft
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Ministry Opportunities for Getting Involved 
 

Please remember to wear your name tag!  
Let your fellow worshippers–visitors, new members, not-so-new 
members–know who you are.  Name tags help people get to know each 
other. If you need a name tag, please put your name on the sign-up 
sheet on the Welcome Desk.   
Thanks from the Outreach Committee. 
 

Covering the County in Prayer 
In her poem, “Praying,” Mary Oliver notes that prayer isn’t about just the 
obviously beautiful things:  

… … … … … … … just  
pay attention, then patch 
a few words together and don’t try 
to make them elaborate, this isn’t 
a contest but the doorway 
into thanks, and a silence in which 
another voice may speak. 
 

In the coming program year, the Worship Committee and pastors are inviting you to just pay 
attention to our community. A map of Monroe County will be posted in the narthex. Notice places 
on the map our community haven’t yet visited, and take a prayerful walk, bike ride, or a slow 
drive. Take the time to pay attention to things you usually move quickly past and to pray. Then, 
the next time you’re at St. Thomas, use a highlighter or a pin to map the places you went. If you 
don’t live in Monroe County, there is space on the wall to add printed maps of the places you 
walk, bike, or drive. Our goal is to cover the whole county—and wherever our community lives—in 
prayer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2022 Churchwide Assembly 

Every three years the ELCA meets in its Churchwide Assembly. The 65 synods send delegates– 
clergy and members of congregation–to create the primary decision-making body of the 
church. At this year's assembly, a new vice president will be elected (this is the highest non-clergy 
office in the ELCA) and several amendments to the ELCA's Constitution will be considered. A 
"Declaration of the ELCA to American Indian and Alaska Native People" will be presented and 
Fawn Sharp, president of the National Congress of America Indians will address the 
assembly. Synod assemblies often memorialize the Churchwide body, and those will be 
considered. It is expected that some of these memorials will address clergy discipline and racism 
within the ELCA, especially after a Latinx pastor was removed from his call on the Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe–Sojourners magazine gives a good overview of the situation here. The 
assembly will be livestreamed on the ELCA's webpage. 

https://sojo.net/articles/i-don-t-know-which-way-turn-elca-grapples-racism-resignation-trans-bishop?fbclid=IwAR0MussjKpQT-dvBYTjU9Jm2lHObhoHjDE3GYK9iYVwzZbBHBMAP97wo2Us
https://www.elca.org/
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Lost and Found  
Do you recognize any of these dishes? Perhaps you brought food to a luncheon, recently or some 
time ago. Thank you for doing that! Please come to the kitchen to claim your dishes and take 
them home now. Any of these dishes left at the end of August will be donated to Opportunity 
House. 
 

Faith Formation To Go  
This summer, you are invited to engage in faith formation in a new way! 
Rhythms of Grace is a podcast hosted by Pastor Lecia to introduce spiritual 
practices with some episodes geared for adults and some for children or 
youth with an adult. In the first episode, Pastor Lecia shares part of her 
journey into spiritual practice. In the episodes that follow, you are invited 
to learn about a particular spiritual practice and then be guided through 
the practice. Look for a new episode to drop each week through the rest 
of the summer. Listen here.  
 
MEF Accepting Applications  
The Mission Endowment Fund provides funding for special projects at St. Thomas Lutheran 
Church, local outreach, and missions beyond the local community. If you have a project in need of 
funding, please submit an application by Monday August 1. Application forms can be found on 
our website here. If you have questions, please contact Kristin Marsh, Chair of the Mission 
Endowment Fund Committee, at kristinlm.marsh@yahoo.com or the church office at 
parishadmin@stlconline.org or 812-332-5252. 

 
Property Committee Work Days  
This month the Property Committee meets on Saturday, August 6 and 
Tuesday, August 16 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. to paint, caulk, fix light bulbs, 
and a wide variety of other small jobs—many of them outdoors. Feel free to 
join us! For more information contact Sam Eichmiller at 812-797-2807.  

  

https://anchor.fm/lecia-beck
https://bit.ly/3yJ8UXO
mailto:kristinlm.marsh@yahoo.com
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
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Altar Flowers 
Flowers bring the beauty of creation to our worship. To reserve an arrangement, 
contact the church office via email or sign the sheet on the bulletin board behind 
the welcome desk by Wednesday each week. The Flower Guild makes the 
arrangements, and you may take the flowers home after the second worship 
service and then return the vase later. Each arrangement costs $18, with “flowers” 
in the check memo line.  
 

Prayer Chain  
The Swiss theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar once said, “the most we can do through 
genuine prayer, is to make as much room as possible, in ourselves and in the world, 
for the kingdom of God, so that its energies can go to work.” We invite you to be part 
of a little group making room in the world for God to work in people’s lives. When 
prayer requests come, we receive an email and pause to pray. Occasionally we receive 
an update about those we hold in prayer. If you are interested in joining us, email 
Susan Colston.  
 
Prayer Requests 
Martin Luther said, “Pray, and let God worry.” When something worries you, others can carry you 
along in prayer. Send requests for prayer to Susan Colston via email.  
 

 

Celebrating Our Ministry  
 

Congratulations to our Graduates!  
Join us in congratulating all our congregation’s graduates from this spring: 

• Alice Madsen from Seven Oaks Classical School 
• Sam Polansky from Bloomington North High School 
• Katcha Papesh with a BA in archaeology from University of Evansville 
• Christine Heidebrecht with a MPA from Indiana University 

 
 

Worship in the Park  
Thank you to everyone who joined us for Worship in the Park on July 10. We filled the center 
section of the Sycamore Shelter and had a delicious potluck afterwards. Before worship, the 
worship leaders prayed–“You’ve gathered us, now raise the rafters,” and God did not disappoint!  
Check out this video of the opening hymn!  
 
 
 

  

mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
mailto:skcolston@aol.com
mailto:skcolston@aol.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jzc-kEb3D5c
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Vacation Bible School 
Throughout the month of June, we gathered around the “Tree 
of Healing” for Vacation Bible School. Students learned songs, 
played games, made art, and heard stories about healing 
around our world as they learned about God’s intentions for 
creation to live healthy and whole lives. 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped make this program 
happen including: Janine Drake, Nancy Nye, Braelyn Dimick, 
Koral Dimick, Kristin Marsh, Leah Iversen, Gretchen 
Moehlmann, Arno Risner, Deacon Allison Ward, Sharon 
Fawbush, and Pastor Lecia. Extra special thanks to Kris 
Stewart who coordinated the program. 

 
 
 
 
New Members Corner 
Stephanie Abel  

A native Hoosier and long-time resident of Bedford, IN, Stephanie 
moved to Ellettsville about 20 years ago to shorten her commute to 
work at Baxter in Bloomington. She currently shares her house with her 
dogs (Rosie, a rescued Chihuahua Dachshund, and Sophie, an Italian 
Greyhound) and too many books. Hobbies, when not reading, include 
cycling, kayaking, running, and hiking. Her dogs wish she would watch 
less soccer.   
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Janine Giordano Drake and Josh Drake  
Janine Giordano Drake was born in downstate New York. As a child, she 
always wanted to be one of those nineteenth century women with three 
names (Louisa May Alcott, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Charlotte Perkins 
Gilman, Laura Ingalls Wilder...). She is now a history professor–specialist 
in Modern US History–at IU. A big part of her job is training and 
resourcing high school teachers to teach the US Survey in high school.  
 

Josh was born in central Illinois and always aspired to be an astronaut. 
He and Janine met in Champaign-Urbana, Illinois after Josh changed his 
major–to History–for the third and final time. Josh is now a 
cybersecurity analyst at IU. His work here involves protecting the data of 
scientists whose work is supported by the National Science Foundation.  

 

Finding the academic job market abysmal, Janine and Josh moved to a small city in Montana for 
what was, affectionately, perhaps the strangest tenure-track job in the United States, from 2014-
2019. They love to regale audiences with true stories of the strange and wild world that is Great 
Falls, Montana. Together they have three daughters: Noelle (age 10), Julianna (almost 7), and 
Nathalie (age 4), and a puppy. Grandma Marie, Janine's mother, also lives in their home in 
Bloomington. The kids love art, drama, music, and being dramatic. As a family, they enjoy making 
pizza, talking about pizza, eating pizza, taking hikes, and discussing books and history. It's hard to 
find a topic in the world that one member of this family does 
not find stimulating. Josh is known for watching very... 
practical... YouTube channels, including those that involve 
washing and drying pets, painting miniatures, building boats, 
de-rusting furniture, cleaning rugs, mowing grass, and 
whispering. Janine is known for striking up conversation on 
any topic related to history. When she is cooking, folding 
laundry, cleaning the floor, or running, she is probably 
listening to an audiobook, planning her next Facebook post, 
and drinking water.  
 
Johnathan Frank  

Originally from southern Wisconsin, Johnathan recently 
graduated from Northwestern University, where he studied 
chemical engineering and was active in campus ministry. He 
moved to Bloomington to begin working at Catalent. 
Johnathan enjoys cooking and spending time outside. He is 
excited to play an active role at St. Thomas and is looking to 
keep growing intentionally in faith and service.  
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Lutheran Campus Ministry at IU  
Summer is nearing its end, which means that the new school year is almost here. Excitement is in 
the air at Rose House LuMin as we prepare to welcome back returning students and greet new 
ones. One of our main hopes for this school year is to build stronger connections among the 
students at Rose House LuMin through more community building activities and events. Another 
main goal this year will be to strengthen the relationship between students, Rose House LuMin, 
and the St. Thomas Lutheran Church Community.   
 

There are several ways in which we aim to accomplish these goals including (but not limited to):  
• The formation of a graduate student/young professionals group led by individuals in that 

demographic but fully supported by Rose House LuMin and St. Thomas jointly–this means 
that the students/young professionals involved will be able to make all decisions of when 
to meet and what they wish to discuss or do, but that Rose House LuMin/St. Thomas will 
walk alongside them offering them a safe space to gather, material resources that may be 
needed for special projects, and help with other issues as they arise. The first gathering of 
this group will take place on August 14. 

• On Sundays August 14, 21, and 28 Rose House LuMin will host a table in the narthex of St. 
Thomas before and after the worship services. During these first few weeks of the school 
year, we want to make sure that every student who walks through the doors of St. Thomas 
both feels unconditionally welcomed into the community and learns about Rose House 
LuMin. We are asking that St. Thomas members stop by the table on one of those days if 
you may be interested in signing up to offer students rides if needed, are willing to sit with a 
student and help them navigate the worship service and St. Thomas space (including 
showing them where the coffee can be found ☺ ), or are willing to offer advice on local 
trusted vendors/service providers as we will be compiling a reference list to share with 
students as requested (i.e. dentist who takes student insurance, car repair place that won’t 
break the bank, etc.) 

• St. Thomas and Rose House LuMin will work collaboratively on outreach projects and 
service events in/for the community. Starting with God’s Work Our Hands in September, 
we hope to give students at Rose House LuMin and individuals at St. Thomas a chance to 
serve the community together.  

 

Together we can make this a great school year walking alongside students on their spiritual 
journeys and helping them to remember how much God loves them and the world. Thank you for 
everything that you do already to help make this possible. We at Rose House appreciate it 
immensely. May God bless you all as you wrap up the summer season.  
 
Peace,  
Pastor Amanda Ghaffarian (She/Her) 
lutheran@iu.edu  
 

Rose House Wish List August: 
Restock the Rose House–Capri Suns, Bottled Water, Individual snacks (chips, popcorn, pretzels, 
crackers), toilet paper, trash bags, working vacuum cleaner, paper towels. 

 

Ready the Rose House–Volunteers who wish to do some painting, mowing/pulling weeds, 
cleaning, or other maintenance in preparation for the upcoming semester.  

mailto:lutheran@iu.edu
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From Our Ministry Partners  
St. Vincent dePaul (SVdP)  
SVdP provides furniture, appliances, and temporary financial assistance to needy people in 
Monroe County.   
 
FURNITURE: Using a voucher system, furniture and appliances are delivered to needy individuals 
and families in Monroe County 48 Saturdays every year. Many of the SVdP clients are starting 
over with nothing. In 2021, SVdP served 947 household with 5,465 items of furniture and 
appliances. Donation pickups can be scheduled for one of five time slots each week. 
To donate furniture or appliances and schedule a pickup, please contact Gene Laughman at 
glaugh46@comcast.net or text/call 812-320-0400, or call SVdP directly and leave a message at 
812-961-1510. 
 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE: SVdP typically helps individuals and families with rent and utilities. When 
able, SVdP will help with vehicle repair and apartment deposits. SVdP financial assistance is funded 
by donations and grants. The SVdP financial volunteers are compassionate, and responsible with 
utilizing available funding. In 2021, SVdP served 708 households with financial assistance of 
$186,889.  
For more information about financial assistance, contact Helen Ingersoll at hingerso@indiana.edu 
or 812-339-9610.  
 
Please consider donating, volunteering, and spreading the word!!  
Visit the St. Vincent dePaul website for additional information. 
 
MCUM Update  
The June Each One, Feed One Food Drive had over 30 drop-off sites that brought in almost 3,500 
pounds of non-perishable items. MCUM is thankful to everyone that participated in this drive at 
such a critical time.       
 
In June, MCUM served nearly 400 families. That number exceeds the previous 
busiest month by nearly 100 households. Out of the 400 households served, 
MCUM had over 120 new households visit. 
 
More and more individuals are needing these services, and MCUM is going to 
need all of the help that they can get to be able to ensure that they can continue 
serving our neighbors. Every donation makes a difference. Thank you for your 
donation! 
For more information, contact Helen Ingersoll at hingerso@indiana.edu  
or 812-339-9610.  
 
  

mailto:glaugh46@comcast.net
mailto:hingerso@indiana.edu
https://www.svdpbloomington.org/
mailto:hingerso@indiana.edu
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New Hope for Families   
New Hope for Families recently moved to a 
newly constructed and larger facility. They 
are serving more unhoused children and 
families than ever before. This dramatic 
growth requires additional funds. New Hope 
is currently participating in Gannett 
Foundation’s “A Community Thrives” fundraising initiative. Will you help the vulnerable families in 
our community? Each donation made online through August 12 will help as New Hope competes 
for supplemental funding grants from Gannett Foundation. Also, for a limited time, an anonymous 
donor will double your gift, up to $10,000! 
 

You can also help by donating gently used material goods. The items include bed linens, bath 
towels, dishes and utensils, pots and pans, etc. These are the kinds of household goods New 
Hope provides to a family when the family moves out of the shelter into their own new 
permanent home. 
 

New Hope also has an immediate need for items to stock the new family shelter 
which provides immediate emergency shelter for 12 families. The items these families will need 
include paper goods, cleaning supplies, mops and brooms, shower curtains, clothes hampers, and 
more! And keep in mind, New Hopes will need 12 sets of each item! For the full list, refer to 
their Amazon Wishlist. 
 

A reminder that donation bins are in the narthex. Checks made out to St. Thomas Lutheran Church 
with “New Hope for Families” in the memo line are also greatly appreciated. Thank you for your 
generosity, prayers, and support. 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
There are lots of opportunities to have an immediate impact in the lives of local families at New 
Hope. From reading to kids in the childcare and education program, to helping families move into 
their new homes, to doing light construction and maintenance with our Hope Builders team. If you 
are interested in getting involved, start by filling out their online application form. 
 
Bloomington Meals on Wheels  
Delivery drivers needed! Volunteer for 1-1.5 hours over lunchtime (11:15 a.m. to ~12:45 p.m.) to 
deliver prepared meals on an established route to Bloomington residents who are homebound 
and unable to prepare nutritious meals due to chronic illness, severe disability, or advanced 
age. Drivers must be at least 21 years old, use their own vehicle with insurance, and pass a 
background check. Younger assistants may accompany the driver on the route making this 
opportunity family friendly. We are particularly in need of volunteers for Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays. There are opportunities for fully vaccinated individuals to be partnered with another fully 
vaccinated volunteer for route deliveries.   
 

For more information click here. To complete a volunteer application click here. 
 

Contact Carrie McHaley, 812-822-2499 or info@bloomingtonmealsonwheels.org. 

https://acommunitythrives.mightycause.com/organization/NewHope4Families
https://www.amazon.com/ap/signin?openid.pape.max_auth_age=3600&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fhz%2Fwishlist%2Fls%2F1BUXZF7KGAC1F%2Fref%3Dhz_ls_biz_ex&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_abunirex_us&openid.mode=checkid_setup&language=en_US&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0
https://www.newhope4families.org/volunteer
https://1gs.feb.myftpupload.com/
https://1gs.feb.myftpupload.com/volunteer-2/
mailto:info@bloomingtonmealsonwheels.org
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St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU 

are Reconciling in Christ Ministries 
 

We are a Christ-centered community that lives,  
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people! 

3800 East Third Street 
Bloomington, Indiana 47401 
Office Hours 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Phone: (812) 332-5252   
stlconline.org 
 
Partners in ministry with 
Lutheran Church of  
the Living Waters 
Cherokee, North Carolina 
 
Linked with 
Sister Parish 
Igelsia Santo Domingo  
de Guzman, Chichipate 
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,  
Izabal, Guatemala 
 
In covenant with 
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY  
AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian,  
Campus Pastor 
lutheran@indiana.edu 
Phone: (812) 333-2474 
lcmiu.org 
 

Rev. Adrianne Meier,  
Pastor 

pastor@stlconline.org  
 

Rev. Lecia Beck,  
Minister of Youth  

and Christian Nurture 
christiannurture@stlconline.org 

 
Erica Whichello,  

Parish Administrator 
parishadmin@stlconline.org 

 
Melissa de Graaf,  

Children's Choir Director 
 
 

ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

http://www.stlconline.org/
mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
mailto:pastor@stlconline.org
mailto:christiannurture@stlconline.org
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org

