Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 24, 2022

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
WITH HOLY COMMUNION
AT 8:30 A.M. and 10:15 A.M.
We are honored that you are joining our worship
today. We hope to make you feel welcome whether
you are visiting with us for the first time or have been
worshiping with us for years.
Welcome
St. Thomas Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered
community that lives, shares, and celebrates God’s
grace with all people!
As disciples of Christ who value the faith, gifts, and
ministry of all God’s people, and who seek justice and
reconciliation, we welcome all God’s children to an
inclusive community. This welcome is extended
without exception and regardless of sex, race,
national origin, educational background, sexual
orientation, gender identity, physical and mental
ability, age, or economic condition.

Worship Aids
In this worship bulletin, worshipers are invited to
stand at the places marked with an * and bold
type denotes the congregation's response. Everything
you need to participate in worship is found in this
bulletin, except for the hymns which are found in the
back third of the red Evangelical Lutheran
Worship under your seat. Assisted hearing
devices and large print bulletins are available from an
usher; the chairs with arms are reserved for people
with mobility limitations.
Children in Worship
We welcome all children to worship with us—
including full participation in Holy Communion.
Whether talking, crying, laughing, or singing, the
sounds of children in worship are joyful sounds of
praise. God put the wiggle in children, and we rejoice!
Our Prayer Pond in the sanctuary and our unstaffed
nursery are open for quiet, supervised play. Activity
bags are available in the narthex. Children's bulletins
are also available.

A Note About Our Livestream Service
Today's 8:30 a.m. service is livestreamed. Most rearrow seats are out of view of the camera, but we
cannot guarantee that any seat is off camera. By
attending this service, you are giving permission to
be in the video we produce.
A Few Requests
We ask that you silence your
cell phone or electronic devices.
We would love to pray for the concerns
of your heart during this service.
Prayer request slips are located
on the table near the main doors.

+ GATHERING +
PRELUDE

Petit Offertoire

César Franck

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who
forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
C: Amen.
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

P: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have
turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things we have done and
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you,
and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was
given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

*ENTRANCE HYMN
Now to the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray

ELW#743

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*KYRIE

*HYMN OF PRAISE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you
are always more ready to hear than we are to pray,
and you gladly give more than we either desire or
deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy.
Forgive us those things that weigh on our
conscience, and give us those good things that
come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

+ WORD +
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
FIRST READING

Pr. Lecia Beck
Genesis 18:20-32, emended

The LORD said, "How great is the outcry against
Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their
sin! I must go down and see whether they have
done altogether according to the outcry that has
come to me; and if not, I will know."
So the men [who had visited Abraham] turned from
[the Oaks of Mamre], and went toward Sodom,
while Abraham remained standing before the
LORD. Then Abraham came near and said, "Will
you indeed sweep away the righteous with the
wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within
the city; will you then sweep away the place and
not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it?
Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the
righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous
fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not
the Judge of all the earth do what is just?" And the
LORD said, "If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the
city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake."

Abraham answered, "Let me take it upon myself to
speak to the LORD, I who am but dust and ashes.
Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will
you destroy the whole city for lack of five?" And
the LORD said, "I will not destroy it if I find fortyfive there." Again he spoke to the LORD, "Suppose
forty are found there. The LORD answered, "For the
sake of forty I will not do it." Then Abraham said,
"Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak.
Suppose thirty are found there. "The LORD
answered, "I will not do it, if I find thirty there." He
said, "Let me take it upon myself to speak to the
Lord. Suppose twenty are found there. "The LORD
answered, "For the sake of twenty I will not destroy
it." Then Abraham said, "Oh do not let the Lord be
angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are
found there." The LORD answered, "For the sake of
ten I will not destroy it."
L: Word of God. Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 138

1

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my
whole heart;
before the gods I will | sing your praise.
2I will bow down toward your holy temple and
praise your name,
because of your steadfast | love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your
word a- | bove all things.
3
When I called, you | answered me;
you increased my | strength within me.
4All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O
LORD,
when they have heard the words | of your
mouth.
5
They will sing of the ways | of the LORD,
that great is the glory | of the LORD.
6The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty | from afar.

7

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep
me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of
my enemies;
your right | hand shall save me.
8You will make good your pur- | pose for me;
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever;
do not abandon the works | of your hands.
SECOND READING

Colossians 2:6-19

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the
Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and
built up in him and established in the faith, just as
you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
See to it that no one takes you captive through
philosophy and empty deceit, according to human
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the
universe, and not according to Christ. For in Christ
the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you
have come to fullness in Christ, who is the head of
every ruler and authority. In Christ also you were
circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting
off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of

Christ; when you were buried with Christ in
baptism, you were also raised with him through
faith in the power of God, who raised him from the
dead. And when you were dead in trespasses and
the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you
alive together with Christ, having forgiven us all
our trespasses, erasing the record that stood
against us with its legal demands. God set this
aside, nailing it to the cross. God disarmed the
rulers and authorities and made a public example
of them, triumphing over them in it.
Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in
matters of food and drink or of observing festivals,
new moons, or sabbaths. These are only a shadow
of what is to come, but the substance belongs to
Christ. Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting
on self-abasement and worship of angels, dwelling
on visions, puffed up without cause by a human
way of thinking, and not holding fast to the head,
from whom the whole body, nourished and held
together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a
growth that is from God.
L: Word of God. Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 11:1-13 NRSV, emended

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the
eleventh chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he
had finished, one of the disciples said, "Lord, teach
us to pray, as John taught his disciples." Jesus
replied, "When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone
indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial."

Then Jesus said to them, "Suppose one of you has
a friend, to whom you go at midnight and say,
'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend
of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to put on
the table.' And the answer comes from within, 'Do
not bother me; the door has already been locked,
and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get
up and give you anything.' I tell you, even though
the person will not get up and answer the request
out of friendship, at least because of the other's
persistence the friend will get up and give whatever
is asked.
"So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you;
search, and you will find; knock, and the door will
be opened for you. For everyone who asks
receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is
there anyone among you who, if your child asks
for a fish, will give a snake instead? Or if the child
asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? If you then,
who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will the heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask!"
P: The Gospel of Our Lord!
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY
Our Father, God in Heaven Above

Pr. Lecia Beck
ELW#746

*APOSTLES’ CREED
A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us
come near to the Holy One in prayer.
Each petition ends:
A: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
Concluding petition:
A: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful
God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love;
through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
C: Amen.
*SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share the peace with a wave, a bow, or maybe an
elbow, checking in with your neighbor for whatever
feels safe and conveys the spirit of peace and
reconciliation this ritual intends.

OFFERING
Please sign and pass the Together In Community
pads. Make note of the names of your neighbors so
you can introduce yourself after the service. These pads
and pencils are sanitized at the end of each service.
Gifts may be placed in the offering plate by the door or
you can also give on our website (stlconline.org). St.
Thomas collects gifts to support our mission of sharing,
living, and celebrating God's grace with all people. We
support Lutheran Campus Ministries at IU/Rose House
and many local, national, and international
ministry partners.
ORGAN IMPROVIZATION
*OFFERTORY HYMN
Let the Vineyards

ELW#184

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: Let us pray. God of abundance: you have set
before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and
equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the
name of Jesus.
C: Amen.

+ MEAL +
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ... we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The thanksgiving may include this acclamation.
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.
*LORD’S PRAYER
Speak this prayer in your preferred language. The
pastor will continue when all versions are complete.
C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
Come to the banquet.
We believe that God is our host and that all people are
welcome to this feast of grace, community, and
forgiveness. Come forward at the direction of the
ushers. Hand-torn bread or gluten-free wafers are
offered with pink wine or red grape juice in individual
cups. If you wish to receive a blessing, cross your arms
over your chest.
AGNUS DEI

COMMUNION HYMN
Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright

*EUCHARISTIC BLESSING
C: Amen.

ELW#745

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Let us pray. Life-giving God, through this meal
you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with
your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger, that all may come to
know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
C: Amen.
+ SENDING +
*BENEDICTION
P: The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy
Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you the
path of life this day and always.
C: Amen.
*SENDING HYMN
Abide, O Dearest Jesus

ELW#539

*DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Prelude in E minor, BWV 533
Johann Sebastian Bach

We depart in peace to continue our worship
in lives of witness to Christ's love
in work, play, service, and care for creation.

The Liturgy is reprinted from
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, setting 4.
copyright © 2006 by permission of
Augsburg Fortress, license #SBT005707.
Hymns reprinted by permission listed within
and under OneLicense #A-724450.

At A Glance: This Week at St. Thomas
Sunday July 24
8:30 a.m.
Worship/Livestream Worship
10:15 a.m.
Worship
7 p.m. Sweet Spot with Pastor Lecia
Thursday July 28
7 p.m. Sweet Spot with Pastor Lecia
Saturday July 30
10 a.m.
Fiber Arts Spiritual Growth Group
Sunday July 31
Backpack Blessing
8:30 a.m.
Worship/Livestream Worship
10:15 a.m.
Worship
5:30 p.m.
Ice Cream Meet Up at Jiffy Treet
Announcements
Today we welcome Scott Roberts as our guest
organist.
Pastor Adrianne on Vacation
Pastor Adrianne will be away on vacation from July
18 through July 31. If you should have any questions
or a pastoral need during this time, please call the
office at 812-332-5252 or reach out to Pastor Lecia at
pastorleciabeck@gmail.com.

Call Process Update
The Call Committee and Council have recommended
the congregation call Pr. Lecia Beck as Pastor of
Youth and Christian Nurture. Two Sweet Spots will be
held in the conference room. First on Sunday July
24 at 7 p.m. hosted by Mike and Debbie Witt; and the
next on Thursday July 28 at 7 p.m. hosted by Kaye
Hill. The congregation is invited to enjoy dessert and
conversation with Pr. Lecia about her vision for Youth
and Christian Nurture at St. Thomas, and to ask any
questions about the ministries she serves. The
congregation will meet on Sunday, August 21 after
the 11 a.m. service to vote to extend a call to Pr.
Lecia. This meeting will be hybrid, and those wishing
to join via Zoom can do so at this link:
https://bit.ly/3JlP7D2

Land Sale for 2023 INDOT Construction at 3rd &
Smith
Next summer, the State of Indiana’s Department of
Transportation (INDOT) will begin construction at the
corner of 3rd Street and Smith Road. This project will
widen the intersection to allow for dedicated left turn
lanes from Smith Road onto 3rd Street. It will also
address storm water drainage issues that have
affected Beth Shalom, our neighbor.
INDOT requires St. Thomas to sell a small portion of
land, .058 acre, to complete the project. We will also
sell a temporary right of way (this land returns to St.
Thomas at the end of construction). INDOT will also
pay for items that must be removed or moved, such
as the trees along 3rd Street and our Smith Road sign,
and restriping a portion of parking lot after
construction is complete (this is called “cost to
correct”). Anything in the temporary right of way
must be returned to us in the same condition or
better. INDOT has offed us $59,950 for the land,
temporary right of way, and cost to correct.
The executive committee advises that the
congregation:

• donate 5% of the proceeds of the sale to Rose
House/Lutheran Campus Ministries at IU
• donate 5% to existing Mission Partners as
recommended by the Mission Committee
• invest 5% in St. Thomas’s Mission Endowment Fund
• place the remaining 85% of the proceeds in a
designated Capital Repair Fund to complete any
post-construction corrections and for future facilities
maintenance
The Congregation must vote on the sale of the land
and the use of the funds. A full copy of INDOT’s bid is
available to review in the office. A Congregational
Meeting, therefore, will be called on Sunday, August
7, 2022, after the 10:15 a.m. service (around 11:30
a.m.). This will be a hybrid meeting, and participants
may join via Zoom here: https://bit.ly/3JlP7D2

Backpack Blessing
As children and teachers prepare for school to start
again, we all prepare for our rhythms of life to shift.
In this time of transition, everyone is invited to
reaffirm their vocation, whether as student, teacher,
mechanic, accountant and more. On Sunday, July 31
at both services, you are welcome to bring your
backpack, briefcase, diaper bag or whatever bag you
carry for daily work to be blessed. Invite your friends
and neighbors who may also appreciate beginning a
new school year with blessing!
Ice Cream Meet Up
Calling all confirmation students and high school
youth! Meet up with Pastor Lecia to hang out and
have ice cream at Jiffy Treet (223 S. Pete Ellis Dr.) on
Sunday July 31 from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

Faith Formation To Go
This summer, you are invited to engage in faith
formation in a new way! Rhythms of Grace is a
podcast hosted by Pastor Lecia to introduce spiritual
practices with some episodes geared for adults and
some for children or youth with an adult. In the first
episode, Pastor Lecia shares part of her journey into
spiritual practice. In the episodes that follow, you are
invited to learn about a particular spiritual practice
and then be guided through the practice, starting
with the examen. Look for a new episode to drop
each week through the rest of the summer. Listen
here: https://anchor.fm/lecia-beck
VBS Peace Flags
Look for the peace flags hanging by the entrance
through July. They were created by the students at
Vacation Bible School. The theme for our day was
Bearing Fruit, when we heard Jesus' words, "Just as I
have loved you, you also should love one another."
(John 13:34) Students filled the flags with ways we
share peace with others and offered prayers for
peace as they worked.

Sunday Morning Fellowship
Coffee is back! On Sunday mornings, enjoy a cup of
coffee and mask-optional fellowship in Heritage
Hall. Fill your personal mug or a visitor mug with fair
trade coffee or tea and, when you're done, leave it on
the marked tray to be washed and reused next
week. There are plenty of mugs available for
adoption as a personal mug, too, just talk to Debbie
Selk. In good weather, the parking circle and patio
will also be available for conversations and coffee,
and we'll have a tub of toys (bubbles, sidewalk chalk)
for our youngest Children of God.

Prayers for those with health and safety concerns
Elif Ogan, Jan Ellis, Caretta Van Ruler, Anne Smith,
Carole Kirsch, Tim Kirsch, Roger Sasse, Paula
Ionescu, Audrey Alpers, Deborah O’Brien, CaseyMarie, Mike Ost, Seth Lahn, Erin Wyatt, Bob
Osborn, Gwen Powell, Andrew Halvorson, Doug
Bauder, Yvonne Leber, Jan Coulter, Jeff Theis,
Carol, Michelle, and Shanna.
Contact the church office for inclusion in this list of
concerns and to be included in the Sunday prayers.
A separate, confidential prayer chain is also
available. Contact Susan Colston at
skcolston@aol.com to join the prayer chain or
make a request for prayer.

Today's Worship Leaders
Altar Care: Mary Sasse, Debbie Witt
Bread/Wine: Karlyn Grise
8:30 a.m. Service
Assisting Minister: Ashley Ahlbrand
Lector: Nancy Mathews
Ushers: Jim & Marti Doering
Greeters: Drew & Amy Balcam
Council Coordinator: Amy Balcam
10:15 a.m. Service
Assisting Minister: Tim Smith
Lector: Noah Smith
Ushers: Marilyn Saum, Susan Hiller
Greeters: Tim & Jennifer Garl
Council Coordinator: Sam Eichmiller

The altar flowers this week are given by
In honor of the landing of astronauts on the moon.
Back on July 20, 1969,
Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin
became the first humans to walk
on a celestial object other than Earth.
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We are a Christ-centered community that lives,
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people!

