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From the Pastor 
 
Dear Beloved in Christ, 
 
In our last home, I found a quiet spot in our side yard that I thought would be perfect for a bird 
feeder. In five or so years we lived there, I tried it all - platform feeders, finch feeders, suet feeders.  
I tried different kind of food and brands of birdseed. No luck. In our new house, however, we are 
certainly benefiting from the relationship the previous owners had with the neighborhood birds.  
Each morning, as we watch for the bus out our picture window, we also get a view of the birds 
enjoying breakfast. We’ve seen mourning doves eating what the big woodpeckers spill on to the 
ground. We’ve enjoyed several kinds of finches, sparrows, and wrens. We have these darling 
titmice and nuthatches that delight us. Behind our house, we also know of other birds - like a few 
varieties of mockingbirds - only by their sound. Because there is a big pasture behind our home 
with brush and tall trees, the way to know the great variety of birds (and also the variety of 
nocturnal animals) is to listen carefully and deeply. 
 
In the Psalms, it is written, “The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims 
his handwork. Day to day pours forth speech, night to night declares knowledge. There is no 
speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 
and their words to the end of the world” (Psalm 19:1-4a). The voice of God’s creation is not heard, 
and yet the Psalmist knows to listen to it.  How do we listen to the voice of creation? 
 
Many years ago, the World Council of Churches declared a Season of Creation, beginning on 
September 1 for the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation and continuing through the 
Feast of St. Francis of Assisi on October 4. This years’ theme is “Listening to the Voice of Creation.”  
Our celebration will give us the opportunity to listen to creation alongside scripture and tradition, 
to contemplate our relationship with creation, and to look with hope to God’s redemption of the 
entire world even as we look for ways to participate in God’s work today. 
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As preparation for the season, the World Council of Churches wrote an Earth Examen (examen is 
the name for a contemplative practice introduced by St. Ignatius of Loyola) to prepare and sustain 
us in this season: 
1. Become aware of God’s presence in a natural or agricultural place that you are contemplating. 
2. Reflect on the ecological cycles of this place with gratitude for all that it provides.  
3. Listen for the voices that speak in this place, and pay attention to what you feel as you 

contemplate the health of this site.  
4. Choose one feature of the site and pray for it, its rest and its renewal.  
5. Look toward your response. What can you do to ease demands or promote the rest of this 

ecological site?  
 
Sometimes, as Christians, we believe our relationship to creation is of dominion, that is power over 
creation, which justifies its exploitation. But Scripture’s image of God’s relationship to creation is of 
a gardener who delights in what is planted, what is discovered, what is sensed. We are wise to 
mirror God’s compassionate listening to all creation. 
 
God be with you, 

 
 
From the Pastor of Youth and Christian Nurture 
There is no finish line. 
 
Martin Luther wrote, “This life, therefore, not being but becoming, not rest but exercise; we are not 
yet what we shall be, but we are growing toward it; the process is not yet finished, but it is going 
on; this is not the end, but it is the road; all does not yet gleam with glory, but all is being purified.” 
There is no graduation from faith formation, no set goal to achieve, but an invitation to journey 
along the way as we learn to live and love like Jesus. Even when we think we have this whole 
“faith-thing” figured out (or maybe it’s especially when…), something new happens in our lives to 
make us re-examine everything.  
 
We believe faith is a gift of the Holy Spirit, yet we also believe that we can also cultivate fertile 
space for our faith to take deeper root and grow. There are many things we can do to open 
ourselves for faith formation: attending worship, listening to Christian podcasts, having spiritual 
conversations, reading faithful books, going on retreats and more. 
 
Sunday School provides a regular time and space for faith formation. Students ages four through 
adults have time to build relationships, learn what the Bible says, and think deeply about how to 
put faith into practice.  
 
As we prepare to begin Sunday School on Sunday, September 11, the whole congregation is 
invited to pray for our faith formation programs. On the next page (and at this link), you will find a 
calendar of ideas for prayer for each day in September. As you pray, I hope you will consider how 
you can participate in our faith formation programs and who you could invite to join us. 
 
Your partner on the way, 
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Welcome Vicar Amy  
Vicar Amy Bartleson Balcam and her family have been members of 
St. Thomas since 2017, She is originally from the Upper Midwest, 
making her appearance on this earth a number of years ago to a 
Norwegian-American Lutheran family. She has lived in Bloomington 
for 23 years. Amy graduated from Augsburg University with a B.A. in 
Psychology, from St. Mary’s University with an M.A. in Counseling 
Psychology, from Indiana University with an Ed.S. in School 
Psychology, and is currently finishing up her M.Div. at Luther 
Seminary in St. Paul, MN. Amy discerned a call to ministry in 2016 
and currently works as a hospital chaplain at IU Health Bloomington 
Hospital. She completed a chaplain residency last year at Riley 

Hospital for Children in Indianapolis. Amy holds licensure as a Licensed Mental Health Counselor 
(LMHC) and has been a therapist working with children, adolescents, and families for almost 30 
years in outpatient counseling, inpatient psychiatric hospitals, and school settings.  

Amy is married to her husband, Drew, and their blended family consists of three young adult 
children: Tate is 22 years old, Andrew is 21 years old, and Quinn is 19 years old. They are blessed 
with these smart, cute, funny young adults as well as two adorable and demanding cats. Amy 
enjoys hiking, cross country skiing, snowshoeing, anything that has to do with winter, reading, 
knitting, and spending time with her family. 

Amy is completing a year-long internship at St. Thomas, which will be completed in August 2023. 
She is working toward ordination as a Minister of Word and Sacrament, with the intention of 
continuing to work as a hospital chaplain while also being involved in the church. 
 
Welcome Matthew Benkert, Director of Music and Organist  
Matthew Benkert received both his B.M. and M.M. in Organ 
Performance from Central Michigan University, where he studied with 
Dr. Steven Egler. As a church musician, he has served Lutheran, 
Presbyterian, Methodist, and Episcopal denominations, including 
historic St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Flint, Michigan. As a performer, he 
has given recitals throughout Michigan and participated in numerous 
masterclasses. He is currently pursuing his Doctor of Music degree in 
Organ Performance and Sacred Music at Indiana University's Jacobs 
School of Music as a student of Dr. Christopher Young. A Lutheran since 
childhood, Matthew grew up in the farm town of Hemlock, Michigan. 
While not creating music, he enjoys cycling, gaming, and caring for his 
pet axolotl, Levi.  
 
  



4 
 

Prayer and Scatter Gardens Renewal 
The sound of running water greets you when you walk around the refurbished pathways and the 
new landscaping. Andy Marrs and his crew are nearing completion the landscaping project in the 
Prayer and Scatter Gardens. The fountain has been completely redone complete by Baker Stone 
and the electrical work and a new timer were repaired and renewed by Paul Lieber and Jim Ward.  
Jim Halvorson completed a beautiful memorial plaque for the Scatter Gardens with funds given by 
John Bush in memory of Judy Bush. Thank you to Kathleen Boggess and Debbie Selk for their 
work coordinating this project. 
 

 
 
Creation Care Calling  
While we are waiting for our new ground array, we have an opportunity for an unexpected boost 
to the church’s solar capacity. The solar project was sized to offset our previous energy 
consumption, without adjusting for usage increases over time -- but our future electricity usage 
may be higher due to more air conditioning.    

Now a larger, higher performance type of solar module is 
available for commercial arrays such as ours. The solar company 
has proposed an alternate design using fewer of the new 
modules (27 rather than 33), to achieve greater total output. For 
about 10 percent added cost, the church will be using net zero 
power from the grid for several years. The larger modules can be 
delivered in a few weeks after the installer is authorized to 
proceed.   

We appreciate the financial support we have received from some 
of our members. We ask other members to prayerfully consider a 
financial gift to move us to our final goal. We hope you’ve 
noticed the thermometer on the bulletin board to see the level 
rise. We look forward to blowing the top off the thermometer by 
the end of the month. 

Kathleen Boggess 
for Creation Care 

mailto:kboggess44@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events  
 

God’s Work. Our Hands.  
On Saturday, September 10, St. Thomas folks can join 
other ELCA churches all over the United States for God’s 
Work. Our Hands., ELCA’s annual day dedicated to 
community service. We’ve planned three projects this 
year — we hope one of them will be a good fit for you! 
 
The St. Vincent de Paul Team will be helping with St. 
Vincent’s ministry of providing household goods and 
furniture to those in need. You’re asked to show up on 
Saturday, September 10 at 9 a.m. at 1999 North Packing House Road and spend about 2.5 to 3 
hours organizing pickups for clients. High-school and adult helpers are needed. Sign up on the 
yellow signup sheet on the Welcome Desk. 
 
The Refugee Resettlement Team is preparing the house for the arrival of our new family. If you’d 
like to help, contact Jan Sinn for team member orientation. 
 
The Property Committee will have its bi-monthly work day. Volunteers can help with jobs like 
painting, caulking, organizing, staining, cleaning, or weeding. Sign up at the table in the narthex or 
contact Sam Eichmiller for more information. 
 

Prayer at Noon on Zoom 
It can be hard to find time to pray, especially when there is so much to 
worry about and so much to pray for. Join us for a calm, quiet moment in 
the middle of the week to share requests and pray together—we gather for 
about 20 minutes. Our next gathering will be Wednesday, September 7 at 
noon on Zoom. Join us here. 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
Hear Ye, Hear Ye! Ye are most welcome to join in the St. 
Thomas Women's Bible Study. Our first occasion will be 
per usual, the second Sunday of the month, on 
September 11 at 9:45 a.m. in room 17 (off the kitchen). 
Bring ye self and ye's bible if ye so choseth!   

Kari Esarey 
for Women’s Bible Study 

 
  

mailto:jems1949@gmail.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83268379911?pwd=Rld0aGcvTGplT3g0Wmx3MExCakZRZz09
mailto:kesarey@mccsc.edu
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Grad Students & Early 
Career Folks  
Worship, Free Dinner, and 
Hogwarts Tour of the IU 
Bloomington Campus 
Join us on Sunday 
September 11 for our next 
grad student/early career 
folks gathering and fellowship time. We will begin at 4 p.m. with a worship service led by Father 
Ed Bird at Canterbury Episcopal Campus Ministry (719 E 7th St, Bloomington). A FREE meal will be 
provided at 5 p.m. following the service. After dinner (about 5:45pm), doctoral student Moriah 
Reichert will lead our group on a Hogwarts tour of the IU Bloomington Campus. All graduate 
students/early career folks (and their small children) are welcome to participate. There is no 
parking at Canterbury, so please plan to park on a side street, in a city parking lot nearby, or on 
campus and walk over. You may join us for any combination of worship, dinner, or the tour. No 
RSVPs needed. If you have any questions, please message lutheran@indiana.edu.   
 

Word in the Woods 
Let the rivers clap their hands and let the hills ring out with joy 
before the Lord! (Psalm 98:9) Join us for Word in the Woods as we 
enjoy God’s creation, build relationships, and contemplate scripture 
together. Meet us at Griffy Lake boathouse for a 1.5-mile hike 
which closes with Holy Communion. We will gather on Tuesday, 
September 13 at 6 p.m. Please let Pastor Lecia know if you plan to 
join us! 

 
Pizza with the Pastor 
You’ve been worshiping with us for a while. You’ve even 
taken a next step to get more involved. Are you ready to 
become a member? Becoming a member is to be 
committed to the future of St. Thomas Lutheran Church 
and the community that dwells here. Before you dive 
into membership, join Pr. Adrianne for Pizza with the 
Pastor and get a chance to hear more about her story 
and St. Thomas story. You'll have an opportunity to ask 
about what we believe, what we do, and where we 
believe God is calling our congregation. the next Pizza 
with the Pastor will be after the second worship service on Sunday, September 18. Afterwards, if 
you wish to join St. Thomas as a member, we will receive you on Sunday, September 25 at the 
worship service of your choosing (if you’re ready to make this step now, attendance at Pizza with 
the Pastor is not required). RSVP to Pr. Adrianne. 
 

  

mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
mailto:pastoradrianne@gmail.com


7 
 

Bach Cantata Project  
The Bloomington Bach Cantata Project is pleased to announce its thirteenth season at our 
performing home, St. Thomas Lutheran Church. We present cantatas by Johann Sebastian Bach in 
performances modeled on his own. Our format is unique: a performance of a cantata, a short talk 
about it, and a second performance in which we hope you hear new things. 
 
Performances are free and take place on Sundays at 2:30 p.m. at St. Thomas. We are grateful for 
the support and look forward to sharing this music with members of the St. Thomas community. 
 
2022-2023 Schedule:      

• September 25: “Ihr Menschen, rühmet Gottes Liebe” BWV 167, directed by Margaret Owens 
• October 23: “Es ist das Heil uns kommen her” BWV 9, directed by Martie Perry 
• November 6: “Ich steh mit einem Fuss im Grabe” BWV 156, directed by Jonathan Oddie 
• January 29: “Nimm von uns, Herr, du treuer Gott” BWV 101, directed by Dana Marsh 
• February 26: “Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland” BWV 61, directed by James Walton 
• March 26: “Preise dein Glücke, gesegnetes Sachsen” BWV 215, directed by Joanna Blendulf 
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Ministry Opportunities for Getting Involved 
 

Refugee Resettlement 
Thank you all so very much for your donations to stock the household of our new neighbors! 
Your items will be boxed and ready for our move in September 10 – 13. Arrival is Wednesday, 
September 14! We’re moving right along learning more about the home in which they will be 
living. There is need for lawn and home clean up before move in. We’re working closely with 
EXODUS to be sure the family has a clean and comfortable home to rest, be safe and start a new 
life. To protect their confidentiality, we will be unable to share much of the details going forward. 
However, we will keep you generally aware of our work with the family. 
 
We are unable to have a clothing drive as we will not know the sizes or preferences of dress of 
the individual family members until we meet them. We will be shopping with them at local thrift 
stores as EXODUS encourages us to teach budgeting/frugality from the beginning.  
 
Also, we will be shopping for food to have staples in the home but will then take them out for 
further groceries they might enjoy. We will be responsible for groceries until they receive food 
stamp assistance.  
 
How can you help? 
1. If you know an Arabic-speaking individual who would like to serve as a translator periodically, 
please contact Jan or Tom Sinn.  
2. The family will be responsible for yard upkeep. Therefore, we need yard equipment for the 
family to use. Don’t worry, we’ll train and supervise the use of such items! Do you have a lawn 
mower in good working order you no longer use or hedge trimmers, clippers, weed eater, yard 
gloves, rakes, etc? Please see the list of items needed in the narthex to donate.  
3. Toys/games – we will need a FEW toys, puzzles & games for our children, teenage boy, and girl, 
10 yr. old girl and 2 yr. old boy. If you would like to donate legos, puzzles, etc. please see the list 
in the narthex or on the church’s website. Tom is providing an up-to-date list to the church office 
for distribution regularly. Please be sure to indicate your donation on the form so we don’t have 
duplicates. New or gently used items are welcome.  
4. Toiletries – items such as deodorant, shampoo, cream rinse, toilet paper can be donated. Please 
see list in the narthex.  
 
We are seeking cash donations to purchase clothing and food. Help us by writing a check 
designated for “Refugee Resettlement.” You can deliver it to the church office or place it in the 
offering plate on Sunday. You can also donate online through our electronic offering system.  
 
Again, thanks to everyone who has donated household items! If you could please continue 
praying for the family’s safe arrival and a sense of peace as we endeavor to serve their needs. And 
pray for the volunteers to remain committed, gentle, forgiving, and hopeful going forward! PEACE!  
 

Your Refugee Resettlement Team  
 
  

mailto:jems1949@gmail.com
mailto:nnist@gmail.com
https://stlconline.org/donate-to-st-thomas-ministries/
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Sunday School Kick Off  
Sunday School will kick off on Sunday, September 11 at 9:45am. There 
are classes for students ages four through adults. Please fill out 
the student information form to register your child(ren). Paper forms are 
available in the church office. 
 
Children: Those age four through kindergarten are invited to join our 
Godly Play class. Elementary students are divided into two classes, first 
through third grades and fourth through sixth grades where they learn the Biblical stories.  
 
Confirmation: Students in grades seven and eight will be part of our confirmation class where we 
examine the Small Catechism and the Bible, asking "What does this have to do with my life?" in 
preparation for Affirmation of Baptism. 
 
Youth: High School students will have the opportunity to meet with three inspiring teachers each 
month. Once a month, Pamela Smith will meet with the students to explore familiar and unfamiliar 
stories from the Bible. Mary Thomason-Smith will host monthly conversations where youth will get 
to know a guest from our St. Thomas community as they share their unique story of how faith 
shaped their decisions or impacted their life. Moriah Reichert will be working with the students to 
dig deep into a social justice issue, learn about it from an ELCA Christian perspective and take 
action.  
 
Adults: This class studies various topics in three to six week sessions. Pastor Adrianne will teach 
the first session, "Lost in Translation" looking at how we got the Bible we have. 
 
If you are interested in helping with this program, even occasionally, please contact Pastor Lecia or 
Sunday School coordinator, Leah Iversen 
 

High School Youth Group  
We are looking forward to meeting again with the high school students 
from Trinity Episcopal Church and First Presbyterian Church. One of the 
goals for our children and youth programs is for each of our students to 
know and embrace their identity as a beloved Child of God. This will 
provide an opportunity for our youth to see how other youth are also 
wrestling with that question and learn from their youth leaders as well. 
This also provides more opportunities to create relationships and have 
fun with other youth. 

 
We will meet monthly on a Sunday evening from 5:30-7:30 pm. Our gathering will include 
dinner, a game and a faith discussion. This fall, we have extended our time so the last half hour is 
open for informal conversations and games. 

Sunday, September 18 @ Trinity Episcopal Church 
Sunday, October 30 @ First Presbyterian Church 

Sunday, November 27 @ St Thomas Lutheran Church 

 
Hope to see you there! Please RSVP for Sunday, September 18 to Pastor Lecia by September 15.  

https://stlconline.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=184789c89e2855791cfd2cde3&id=05166da1cf&e=baa91df661
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
mailto:leahbethsinn@hotmail.com
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
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Next Steps for Community Care 
St. Thomas members and friends help our community grow and 
deepen through key volunteer roles and projects. We are asking our 
community to consider what a caring community looks like and how 
your gifts can help make St. Thomas that kind of community. Next 
Step forms will be available this Sunday September 4 for you to 
indicate places you are already servicing or places you might be 
interested in getting more involved. You do not need to be a member 
to fill out a form, just someone who is interested in taking a next step 
at St. Thomas.  
 
End of Quarter Reminder 
As the third quarter of the year comes to a close, the office reminds you that if you have receipts 
for purchases you made on behalf of St. Thomas, you can bring them to the church office Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Please don’t wait until the end of the calendar year to turn in 
your receipts.  
 

Please remember to wear your name tag!  
Let your fellow worshippers–visitors, new members, not-so-new members–
know who you are.  Name tags help people get to know each other.  
Thanks, from the Outreach Committee. 
 

 
Altar Flowers 
Flowers bring the beauty of creation to our worship. To reserve an 
arrangement, contact the church office via email or sign the sheet on the 
bulletin board behind the welcome desk by Wednesda y each week. The 
Flower Guild makes the arrangements, and you may take the flowers home 
after the second worship service and then return the vase later. Each 
arrangement costs $18, with “flowers” in the check memo line.  
 
Prayer Chain  
The Swiss theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar once said, “the most we can do through genuine 
prayer, is to make as much room as possible, in ourselves and in the world, for the kingdom of 
God, so that its energies can go to work.” We invite you to be part of a little group making room in 
the world for God to work in people’s lives. When prayer requests come, we receive an email and 
pause to pray. Occasionally we receive an update about those we hold in prayer. If you are 
interested in joining us, email Susan Colston.  
 

Prayer Requests 
Martin Luther said, “Pray, and let God worry.” When something worries you, others can 
carry you along in prayer. Send requests for prayer to Susan Colston via email.   

mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
mailto:skcolston@aol.com
mailto:skcolston@aol.com
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Lutheran Campus Ministry at IU  
The theme for Rose House LuMin’s weekly Tuesday evening gatherings this year is “Wholeness”. 
Based off the Wholeness Wheel, each month during the school year, our group will focus on one 
aspect of wellbeing. The tentative schedule is as follows: 

 
 

 
August - Introduction 
September - Social/Interpersonal Wellbeing 
October - Physical Wellbeing 
November - Emotional Wellbeing 
December - Christmas Party 
January - Financial Wellbeing 
February - Intellectual Wellbeing 
March - Vocational Wellbeing 
April - Spiritual Wellbeing 

 
 
 

 
It is our hope to have a mix of hands-on learning experiences, guest speakers, videos, and service 
projects to complement our Bible devotionals that we will have each week. For example- during 
one week in October, Deacon Allison Ward will be teaching the students how to prepare healthier 
meal options as a part of being physically well. Currently, we are looking for more individuals at St 
Thomas who may have gifts in one of these areas of wellbeing and would be willing to help by 
either signing up to come on a Tuesday evening and share those gifts with the group or by 
providing resources related to one of these topics (i.e., book or video suggestions, learning 
exercises, Thrivent grant for supplies, etc.).  
 
If you have further questions or are interested in helping in some way, please reach out to our 
email at lutheran@indiana.edu or text Pastor Amanda at 419-410-7447.  
 
Peace,  
Pastor Amanda Ghaffarian (She/Her) 
lutheran@iu.edu  

  

mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
mailto:lutheran@iu.edu
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From Our Ministry Partners  
 
Monroe County CASA training available  
Monroe County Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA) is a volunteer-powered program which 
provides representation in juvenile court for child 
victims of abuse and neglect. They provide support 
to these children to ensure that they remain at the forefront of the court proceedings and find a 
safe, permanent home as quickly as possible. To learn how you can change a child’s story, please 
visit the website or call 812-333-CASA.   
 
If you have ever thought of getting involved, now is a great time to sign up. Volunteers need to be 
able to give approximately 8-15 hours per month, have some daytime flexibility, are 21 years of 
age or older and can commit 1-2 years to volunteering. The need for volunteers is great as the 
number of children in need of services is always changing. CASA is now accepting applications for 
the upcoming September-October training session. Training begins September 19 and is held on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday evenings from 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. This training will be held 
in person. 
 
An Update from Naomi Sveholm  

Dear St. Thomas family and friends, 

Summer for the Sveholms was spent primarily in Minnesota. Even though 
they were clearly enjoying the extra time and attention from grandparents, 
by about the four-week mark, our children were homesick and ready to 
return to what is truly our home in Bratislava. We've had a very full month-
plus, including many presentations at churches. Unfortunately, we didn't 
quite make it to Bloomington, but we will try to join you virtually at some 
point this next year. 

 
We do feel your prayers and support. Thank you. At this time, we'd like to ask for specific prayers 
around our transition back to Slovakia and back to school: may it be smooth, safe, and healthy. 
We especially hope for a strong start for new teachers and our 7-year-old, who is starting a new 
school. 
 
Thank you again for your ongoing support! 
Naomi Sveholm 
 
If you'd like to see a summary of some of our work this year, you can view/download the 2-page 
CET newsletter. For more regular updates, follow ELCACET on Facebook or Instagram. 
 
  

http://www.monroecountycasa.org/volunteer
mailto:naomi.sveholm@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_8D440N1iDm2V3hsZHbLPEd64UwNExuf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_8D440N1iDm2V3hsZHbLPEd64UwNExuf/view?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/ELCA-Central-Europe-Teachers-Program-105611045256456
https://www.instagram.com/elcacet/
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MCUM  
Did you know 1 in 4 local families are food-insecure? 12,786 local people have 
received food from MCUM's food pantry so far this year. St. Thomas has been so 
good to Monroe County United Ministries (MCUM), and they appreciate it! This 
last month has left their pantry quite bare.....yes, we held a food drive for them in 
June, however they are experiencing unprecedented need while many of their 
food sources have vanished.  SO.....we have the opportunity to participate in the 
MCUM September "Gimme 500” FOOD DRIVE.  St. Thomas is asked to contribute 
500 cans of condensed or ready-to-eat soup. That's a lot of soup! Individual cans 
or cartons are welcome. You can drop them off at St. Thomas or take them 
directly to MCUM at 827 W. 14th Court (behind Tri-North Middle School). Every 
can helps! This is a real challenge. Please consider involving your family! 

 
Questions/Comments: contact Helen Ingersoll via email or 812.339.9610. 

 
Beacon,  Inc.  
Notes from monthly Beacon Board meeting. 

- Beacon Director, Forrest Gilmore discussed a 
new way of responding to homeless 
individuals. Housing First vs Shelter First. 

- There are volunteer opportunities available for 
groups or individuals at Beacon facilities - one and done, or on a regular basis, Clean Up 
Day to assisting with special programs. Contact Amy Kendall at or call 812-334-5734, ext. 
123 

- Fifth Annual Fireside Gala & Masquerade, Thursday, October 27, 6 – 9 p.m. The Woolery 
Mill. Contact Doug Bauder for more information. 

 

 
New Hope for Families 
Invitation To Reserve Your Spot! 
 

Are you interested in having fun, getting creative and spreading Christmas cheer while raising 
funds for local families impacted by homelessness? Here’s how you can participate. 
 

St. Thomas groups, friends and families are invited to reserve your spot at the 4th annual Hope for 
the Holidays tree extravaganza and auction taking place at Switchyard Park on November 15-
17. All proceeds benefit New Hope for Families.  
 

https://mcum.org/
mailto:hingerso@indiana.edu
mailto:amykendall@beacon.org
mailto:dbauder@indiana.edu
https://www.newhope4families.org/
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Gather your friends, family, or group to donate and decorate a wreath, tabletop tree 4’ or less, or a 
tree between 4’- 7’. This is an activity for all ages! Choose a theme and get creative.  
 
Your creation would be on display at Switchyard Park for the public to view and enjoy. It would 
then be auctioned off with all proceeds benefiting New Hope for Families. 
 
St. Thomas members and groups have participated in this event for several years and have found 
it to be a rewarding and joyful experience. 
 
If interested, please contact New Hope for Families by email or phone at (812) 334-9840 x107 to 
request a registration form. The deadline to submit your registration form is November 1. Consider 
turning it in as soon as possible since spots do fill up quickly.  
 
Immediate needs for New Hope for Families:  

HE laundry detergent pods (gentle for sensitive skin), Broom and long handle upright 
dustpan sets, Toilet paper, Toilet bowl cleaner, Scrubbing Bubbles bathroom cleaner, Tall 
kitchen trash bags, Scissors, Plastic utility shelving units (4 or 5 tier), Kroger gift cards 
 

Donations can be dropped off at St. Thomas in the plastic totes in the narthex marked New 
Hope for Families. Checks are also appreciated and can be made out to St. Thomas Lutheran 
Church, with New Hope for Families in the memo line. Thank you for your generosity in helping 
these local families move from homelessness to stability!  
 

Questions/Comments: contact Kim Filiatrault via email. 
 

Research Participation Opportunity 
My name is Eleanor Schille-Hudson, and I am part of a team of cognitive science researchers at 
Indiana University interested in what happens in people’s minds as they pray.  
 
I am looking for participants to interview to share their experiences with prayer. I am reaching out 
to you to ask if you or anyone you know would be interested in participating in this study.  
 
The interview would be no more than 15 minutes and would include questions about how 
participants pray, what it is like for them when they pray, and how their mind changes because of 
the prayer process. We will also ask participants to pray about a particular issue in front of me and 
narrate how they think about prayer as they do it. All responses would be completely confidential.  
 
Participation would be voluntary and unpaid. After we collect data and analyze results, we would 
be happy to share our findings with anyone who participates.  
 
To set up a time for a Zoom interview here.  
 
Thank you very much,  
Eleanor Schille-Hudson, interviewer  
Rob Goldstone 
  

mailto:hope4theholidays@newhope4families.org
https://www.newhope4families.org/immediate-needs
mailto:kim.filiatrault@yahoo.com
https://calendly.com/erbrower/prayer-experiment-interview
mailto:erbrower@iu.edu
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WELCA  
Women of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod are invited to a retreat! 
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We are a Christ-centered community that lives,  

shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people! 

3800 East Third Street 
Bloomington, Indiana 47401 
Office Hours 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Phone: (812) 332-5252   
stlconline.org 
 
Partners in ministry with 
Lutheran Church of  
the Living Waters 
Cherokee, North Carolina 
 
Linked with 
Sister Parish 
Igelsia Santo Domingo  
de Guzman, Chichipate 
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,  
Izabal, Guatemala 
 
In covenant with 
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY  
AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian,  
Campus Pastor 
lutheran@indiana.edu 
Phone: (812) 333-2474 
lcmiu.org 
 

 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU 

are Reconciling in Christ Ministries 
 

Rev. Adrianne Meier,  
Pastor 

pastor@stlconline.org  
 

Rev. Lecia Beck,  
Pastor of Youth  

and Christian Nurture 
christiannurture@stlconline.org 

 
Amy Bartleson Balcam 

Pastoral Intern 
intern@stlconline.org 

 
Erica Whichello,  

Parish Administrator 
parishadmin@stlconline.org 

 
Matthew Benkert 

Director of Music and Organist 
directorofmusic@stlconline.org  

 
Melissa de Graaf,  

Children's Choir Director 
 
 

ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

http://www.stlconline.org/
mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
mailto:pastor@stlconline.org
mailto:christiannurture@stlconline.org
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
mailto:directorofmusic@stlconline.org

