Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 25, 2022

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
WITH HOLY COMMUNION
AT 8:30 A.M. and 11 A.M.
Welcome
St. Thomas Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered
community that lives, shares, and celebrates God’s
grace with all people!
Land Acknowledgement
We acknowledge the Miami, Delaware, Potawatomi,
and Shawnee people, the traditional stewards of the
land on which we worship today. We acknowledge
that they have occupied and cared for this land over
countless generations, and we celebrate their
continuing contributions to the life of this region.

Worship Aids
In this worship bulletin, worshipers are invited to
stand at the places marked with an * and bold
type denotes the congregation's response. Everything
you need to participate in worship is found in this
bulletin, except for the hymns which are found in the
back third of the red Evangelical Lutheran
Worship under your seat. Assisted hearing
devices and large print bulletins are available from an
usher; the chairs with arms are reserved for people
with mobility limitations.
Children in Worship
We welcome all children to worship with us—
including full participation in Holy Communion.
Whether talking, crying, laughing, or singing, the
sounds of children in worship are joyful sounds of
praise. God put the wiggle in children, and we rejoice!
Our Prayer Pond in the sanctuary and our unstaffed
nursery are open for quiet, supervised play. Activity
bags are available in the narthex. Children's bulletins
are also available.

A Note About Our Livestream Service
Today's 8:30 a.m. service is livestreamed. Most rearrow seats are out of view of the camera, but we
cannot guarantee that any seat is off camera. By
attending this service, you are giving permission to
be in the video we produce.
A Few Requests
We ask that you silence your cell phone
or electronic devices.
We would love to pray for the concerns
of your heart during this service.
Prayer request slips are located
on the table near the main doors.

+ GATHERING +
PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS FOR THE SEASON
OF CREATION
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who
creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of
creation.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sins and shortcomings
before God and one another.
P: We confess that we have forgotten who we
are. We have alienated ourselves from God’s
creative work—from the unfolding of the cosmos.
We have become estranged from the movements
of the earth. We have turned our backs on the
cycles of life.
C: We have forgotten who we are.

P: We confess that we have sought only our own
security. We have exploited simply for our own
ends. We have distorted our knowledge. We have
abused our power.
C: We have forgotten who we are.
P: We confess that, by our action, the land is
barren, the waters are poisoned, and the air is
polluted.
C: We have forgotten who we are.
P: Now the forests are dying, and the creatures
are disappearing, and humans are despairing.
C: We have forgotten who we are.
P: Beloved of God, in the beginning, God called
creation good, and encouraged humanity to
delight in what God made. Sin has both kept us
from enjoying what God made and encouraged
us to exploit it. You are forgiven in order to
remember the goodness of creation and to
delight in the works of God’s hand. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through
faith.
C: Amen.

*ENTRANCE HYMN
Gather Us In

ELW#532

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.
*KYRIE

*HYMN OF PRAISE
Sing twice in canon. Low voices on part 1; high voices
on part 2.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. O God, rich in mercy, you look
with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us
with your grace, and grant us the treasure that
comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
+ WORD +
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

Pr. Lecia Beck

FIRST READING
Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Alas for those who are at ease in Zion,
and for those who feel secure on Mount
Samaria,
Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory,
and lounge on their couches,
and eat lambs from the flock,
and calves from the stall;
who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp,
and like David improvise on instruments of
music;
who drink wine from bowls,
and anoint themselves with the finest oils,
but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!

Therefore they shall now be the first to go into
exile,
and the revelry of the loungers shall pass
away.
L: Word of God. Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 146

1

Hal- | lelujah!
Praise the LORD, | O my soul!
2
I will praise the LORD as long | as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I | have
my being.
3
Put not your | trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there | is no help.
4
When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to
earth,
and in that day | their thoughts perish.

5

Happy are they who have the God of
Jacob | for their help,
whose hope is in the | LORD their God;
6
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all
that | is in them;
who keeps promis- | es forever;
7
who gives justice to those who are oppressed,
and food to | those who hunger.
The LORD sets the | captive free.
8
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind;
the LORD lifts up those who | are bowed
down;
the LORD| loves the righteous.
9
The LORD cares | for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way | of the wicked.
10
The LORD shall | reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all
generations. | Hallelujah!

SECOND READING
1 Timothy 6:6-19
Of course, there is great gain in godliness
combined with contentment; for we brought
nothing into the world, so that we can take
nothing out of it; but if we have food and
clothing, we will be content with these. But those
who want to be rich fall into temptation and are
trapped by many senseless and harmful desires
that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For
the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil,
and in their eagerness to be rich some have
wandered away from the faith and pierced
themselves with many pains.
But as for you, who are of God, shun all this;
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
endurance, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the
faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you
were called and for which you made the good
confession in the presence of many witnesses. In
the presence of God, who gives life to all things,
and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before
Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge
you to keep the commandment without spot or
blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which God will bring about at the right

time—God who is the blessed and only Sovereign,
the Ruler of rulers and Lord of lords. It is God
alone who has immortality and dwells in
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever
seen or can see; to God be honor and eternal
dominion. Amen.
As for those who in the present age are rich,
command them not to be haughty, or to set their
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on
God who richly provides us with everything for
our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in
good works, generous, and ready to share, thus
storing up for themselves the treasure of a good
foundation for the future, so that they may take
hold of the life that really is life.
L: Word of God. Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 16:19-31 NRSV, emended
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the
sixteenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus is speaking.] "There was a rich man who
was dressed in purple and fine linen and who
feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate
lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with
sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what
fell from the rich man's table; even the dogs
would come and lick his sores. The poor man
died and was carried away by the angels to be
with Abraham. The rich man also died and was
buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented,
he looked up and saw Abraham far away— with
Lazarus at his side. He called out, 'Father
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus

to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my
tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.' But
Abraham said, 'Child, remember that during your
lifetime you received your good things; and
Lazarus in like manner evil things. But now he is
comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all
this, between you and us a great chasm has been
fixed— so that those who might want to pass from
here to you cannot do so; and no one can cross
from there to us.' The rich man said, 'Then, father,
I beg you to send Lazarus to my father's house to
warn my five brothers so that they will not also
come into this place of torment.' Abraham replied,
'They have Moses and the prophets; they should
listen to them.' He said, 'No, father Abraham; but
if someone goes to them from the dead, they will
repent.' Abraham replied, 'If they do not listen to
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.' "
P: The Gospel of Our Lord!
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pr. Adrianne Meier

*HYMN OF THE DAY
Build A Longer Table

ACS#1062

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
P: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of
baptism and for these people, one with us in the
body of Christ, whom we welcome as new
members into the life and ministry of this
congregation.

APOSTLES’ CREED
A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS
P: In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of
Christ and sent to share in the mission of God. We
are called to live among God’s faithful people, to
hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s
supper, to proclaim the good news of God in
Christ through word and deed, to serve all people,
following the example of Jesus, and to strive for
justice and peace in all the earth. Sisters and
brothers in Christ, do you intend to continue in
the covenant of your baptism among God’s
people in this place?
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
P: People of God, do you promise to support and
pray for these new members in their life in Christ?
C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
WELCOME
P: Let us welcome these siblings in Christ to this
community of faith.
C: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered
together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s good creation
Each petition ends:
A: God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
Concluding petition:
A: Gathered together in the sweet communion of
the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all
our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.
*SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share the peace with a wave, a bow, or maybe an
elbow, checking in with your neighbor for whatever
feels safe and conveys the spirit of peace and
reconciliation this ritual intends.

OFFERING
Please sign and pass the Together In Community
pads. Make note of the names of your neighbors so
you can introduce yourself after the service. These pads
and pencils are sanitized at the end of each service.
Gifts may be placed in the offering plate by the door or
you can also give on our website (stlconline.org). St.
Thomas collects gifts to support our mission of sharing,
living, and celebrating God's grace with all people. We
support Rose House LuMin and many local, national,
and international ministry partners.
CHOIR ANTHEM
For the Beauty of the Earth

John Rutter

*OFFERTORY HYMN
Commonwealth Is God’s Commandment

ACS#1036

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: Let us pray. Gracious God, in your great love
you richly provide for our needs. Make of these
gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to
share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who
sets a table for all.
C: Amen.
+ MEAL +
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ... we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The congregation echoes the presider when she says:
C: The earth is full of your glory.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Speak this prayer in your preferred language. The pastor
will continue when all versions are complete. Turkish is
provided on the next page.
C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Göklerdeki Babamız,
Adın kutsal kılınsın.
Egemenliğin gelsin.
Gökte olduğu gibi, yeryüzünde de senin istediğin
olsun.
Bugün bize gündelik ekmeğimizi ver.
Bize karşı suç işleyenleri bağışladığımız gibi,
Sen de bizim suçlarımızı bağışla.
Ayartılmamıza izin verme.
Bizi kötü olandan kurtar.
Çünkü egemenlik, güç ve yücelik sonsuzlara dek
senindir!
amin
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and
see.
We believe that God is our host and that all people are
welcome to this feast of grace, community, and
forgiveness. Come forward at the direction of the
ushers. Hand-torn bread or gluten-free wafers are
offered with pink wine or red grape juice in individual
cups. If you wish to receive a blessing, cross your arms
over your chest.

AGNUS DEI

COMMUNION HYMN
Canticle of the Turning

ELW#723

*EUCHARISTIC BLESSING
C: Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Let us pray. God of the abundant table, you
have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread
for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that
we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake
of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
+ SENDING +
*BENEDICTION
P: God, who gives life to all things and frees us
from despair, bless you with truth and peace. And
may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always
in faith, hope, and love.
C: Amen.

*SENDING HYMN
God of Grace and God of Glory

ELW#705

*DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
***
We depart in peace to continue our worship
in lives of witness to Christ's love
in work, play, service, and care for creation.
The Liturgy is reprinted from
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, setting 3.
copyright © 2006 by permission of
Augsburg Fortress, license #SBT005707.
Hymns reprinted by permission listed
within and under OneLicense #A-724450.
The Confession and Forgiveness
was adapted from Interfaith Declarations
and Worship Observance Resources;
The North American Conference
on Religion and Ecology.

At A Glance: This Week at St. Thomas
Sunday September 25
8:30 a.m.
Worship/Livestream Worship
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
9:45 a.m.
Adult Sunday School
“Lost in Translation”
11 a.m.
Worship
2:30 p.m.
Bach Cantata Concert
Monday September 26
Pastor Adrianne and Pastor Lecia Out of the Office
Tuesday September 27
Pastor Adrianne and Pastor Lecia Out of the Office
Saturday October 1
10 a.m.
Property Committee Work Day
Sunday October 2
8:30 a.m.
Worship/Livestream Worship
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
9:45 a.m.
Intergenerational
Confirmation-Adult Class
11 a.m.
Worship

Welcome
St. Thomas is pleased to welcome into membership
or associate membership
Randy and Kim Arnold and their children;
Greta Scavone; Ceci Schuman;
Ken and Patty Pedersen; and Sara Katuzienski.

Announcements
Intergenerational Confirmation-Adult Class
October is time to explore the Apostles’ Creed! Please
join us on Sunday, October 2, 9, 16, & 23 at 9:45
a.m., as adults and confirmation students learn sideby-side. We will think about what we mean when we
say “I believe” and to dig into this historic confession
of faith while also bridging generations. This is a
great opportunity for adults to get to know our young
people and model their faith and for young people to
share who they are with adults and offer a new
perspective. We hope to learn much from each other.
Student Information Forms

As we begin a new program year, we need updated
information for all the children and youth
participating in our programs, including Sunday
School and youth group. Please fill out a student
information form for this year. This tells us important
information about your student and gives permission
for them to participate in programs for the year.
Paper forms are available in the church office. Online
at https://bit.ly/3Tj9Xsn.
Property Committee Work Day
The Property Committee meets this Saturday,
October 1 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. to paint, caulk, fix
light bulbs, and a wide variety of other small jobs—
many of them outdoors. Feel free to join us! For more
information contact Sam Eichmiller at 812-797-2807.
Represent St. Thomas at the Spencer Pride Festival!
After a great day at the Bloomington PrideFest in
August, St. Thomas will be at the 15th annual Spencer
Pride Festival on Saturday, October 15, from 1 p.m.
to 7 p.m. We’re looking for 2-3 people to welcome
folks to our table at each 2-hour shift: 1 p.m. to 3
p.m., 3 p.m. to 5 p.m., and 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. The 5 p.m.
to 7 p.m. shift will include break down (the folding
table, collapsible chairs, and tent weights are

transported in a collapsible wagon; the tent bag is
wheeled). Please sign up at the Welcome Desk in the
narthex, or contact the church office at
parishadmin@stlconline.org. For more information on
this family-friendly festival, featuring community
organizations, food, and entertainment, check their
website: https://spencerpride.org/festival/.
The Bloomington Bach Cantata TODAY
Music & the Arts Worship Series presents The
Bloomington Bach Cantata Project. Their first concert
of the season is TODAY at 2:30 p.m. "Ihr Menschen,
rühmet Gottes Liebe" BWV 167, directed by Margaret
Owens. BBCP is celebrating its thirteenth season here
at St. Thomas Lutheran Church, their performance
home. They present cantatas by Johann Sebastian
Bach in performances modeled on his own. The
format is unique: a performance of a cantata, a short
talk about it, and a second performance in which
they hope you hear new things. Performances are
free.

Prayers for those with health and safety concerns
Elif Ogan, Jan Ellis, Caretta Van Ruler, Anne Smith,
Carole Kirsch, Tim Kirsch, Roger Sasse, Paula
Ionescu, Audrey Alpers, Deborah O’Brien, CaseyMarie, Mike Ost, Erin Wyatt, Bob Osborn, Andrew
Halvorson, Doug Bauder, Yvonne Leber, Jan
Coulter, Jeff Theis, Kathleen Boggess, Evelyn
Niemeyer, David Donath, Michelle, and Shanna.
Contact the church office for inclusion in this list of
concerns and to be included in the Sunday prayers.
A separate, confidential prayer chain is also
available. Contact Susan Colston at
skcolston@aol.com to join the prayer chain or
make a request for prayer.

Today's Worship Leaders
Altar Care: Mary Sasse, Gail Seegert
Bread & Wine: Gloria Hitchcock
8:30 a.m. Service
Assisting Minister: Kathleen Boggess
Lector: Del Newkirk
Ushers: Jim & Marti Doering
Greeters: David Ellies, Karen Rohlfing
Council Coordinator: Sarah Fogleman
11 a.m. Service
Assisting Minister: Lyman Hitchcock
Lector: Susan Hiller
Ushers: Craig & Kathy McDonald
Greeters: Tim & Jennifer Garl
Council Coordinator: Sam Eichmiller

Today’s altar flowers are given by
Drew & Amy Balcam
in memory of Tate and Quinn’s mother,
Allison Hoeppner.

ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
3800 East Third Street
Bloomington, Indiana 47401
Office Hours 9 a.m.- 4:30p.m.
Phone: (812) 332-5252
stlconline.org
Partners in ministry with
Lutheran Church of
the Living Waters
Cherokee, North Carolina
Linked with
Sister Parish
Igelsia Santo Domingo
de Guzman, Chichipate
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,
Izabal, Guatemala
In covenant with
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY
AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian,
Campus Pastor
lutheran@indiana.edu
Phone: (812) 333-2474
lcmiu.org

Rev. Adrianne Meier,
Pastor
pastor@stlconline.org
Rev. Lecia Beck,
Pastor of Youth
and Christian Nurture
christiannurture@stlconline.org
Vicar Amy Bartleson Balcam
Pastoral Intern
intern@stlconline.org
Erica Whichello,
Parish Administrator
parishadmin@stlconline.org
Matthew Benkert
Director of Music and Organist
directorofmusic@stlconline.org
Melissa de Graaf,
Children's Choir Director

St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU
are Reconciling in Christ Ministries

We are a Christ-centered community that lives,
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people!

