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From the Pastor 
Generally, it isn’t Christmas music I rush to listen to, but Advent tunes—which have been on full 
blast for the better part of a week. I can be a bit of a Grinch in December, not because I don’t love 
Christmas, but because I love Advent more. I know, it seems early to be talking about Advent and 
Christmas—I’m writing before Halloween!—but Advent begins quite early this year, and this is our 
final newsletter of 2022. Toy catalogs arrived at our house weeks ago; the “most wonderful time 
of the year” is upon us. But there is so much more to this season than making sure we have a 
happy holiday. Advent is a season where the Church lives into her call to tell the truth. 
 
As Christians, we tell the truth about the world. We tell the truth about a changing climate, about 
the horrors of war, and about children starving locally and abroad. We tell the truth about tyrants 
and despots, about the seduction of power, and about our collective complicity in the oppression 
of others. We tell the truth about either/or thinking, manipulative headlines, and misinformation. 
 
One of the things I’m trying to tell the truth about is a metaphor we frequently use in Advent: 
darkness and light. Throughout the world, in the shadow of colonialism, darkness became 
synonymous with evil, and we didn’t stop with qualities of light and shadow, we extended the 
metaphor to melanin—to the color of people’s skin. The light/dark metaphor doesn’t fall equally 
on our ears. Moreover, when we make “darkness” evil and bad, we loose the wonder and curiosity 
that brought Abram to stare at the night sky, Jacob to find a rock for a pillow, and shepherds to a 
far-off Bethlehem hillside. There is great comfort in knowing that the Morning Star dawns to end 
our darkness and confusion but let us also speak the truth with hope to find God, Creator of the 
stars of night. 
 
Slowly, the church has slid into darkness/light as the chief metaphor for Advent, which also 
alienates the church in the global south. This Advent, we are trying to embrace the many images 
of God that flood this season. We will have an art installation by Linda Henke using the seven 
names for God knowns as the Great O Antiphons. On the Fourth Sunday of Advent our worship 
will be inspired by the Latinx tradition of Las Posadas as we pray in solidarity and hope with our 
mission partners in South and Central America. 
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As Christians, we don’t just tell the truth, we also tell the hope. We tell the truth that things are 
falling apart, but we also tell the hope that things are being mended. We tell the truth that 
greenhouse gas emission is a problem, but we tell the hope (in action) of new ways of fueling our 
building (hello, solar panels!). We tell the truth about tyrants, and we tell the hope by standing 
with our siblings in Christ in Chicipate, in Cherokee, in Chile, in Slovakia. We tell the truth about 
misinformation, and we tell the hope about the way things may yet be, by the grace of God. 
 
God be with you, 

 
 
From the Pastor of Youth and Christian Nurture  
We all want a place to belong. As we enter into the holiday season, we know that this can be a 
particularly difficult time for those who are separated from their families for whatever reason. For 
many of us, the family home or the gathering around the table is a symbol of belonging - 
remembering who we are and where we belong. Kara Griffin and Brad Powell write about how 
“Where do I belong?” is one of the 3 Big Questions that today’s teens grapple with, but that 
question is not limited just to teenagers. Everyone wants to know that they belong somewhere. 
 
Growing up in the church, I knew it was a place where I belonged. Before I understood or could 
agree with any beliefs or doctrines, it was my place. No matter where my family lived or which 
church we went to, I knew it was a place where I could belong - where I was safe and where I was 
valued. I learned that God is with us and we belong with the people of God. 
 
There are always people who lack connection, or a sense of belonging. but it feels even more 
acute as we approach the holiday season. Whether it is our children or a neighbor, a friend or 
family member, we have an opportunity to invite them into a community that we care about - and 
that cares for us. There’s always room for one more among God’s people and everyone wants a 
place to belong, no matter how old they are.  
 
In the coming month, consider who you know feels disconnected. Invite them to experience the 
community of St Thomas in one of the coming events - such as the Board Game Night, Cider and 
Carols, Youth Group, Advent Mid-Week Worship and more. You may have to invite them multiple 
times before they know they are truly welcome here and accompany them closely as they get to 
know our congregation. Yet what a beautiful gift to give someone this year! 
 
And if you feel disconnected - please come join us! The best thing to do is to show up to worship 
and other events and immerse yourself. There’s a place for you here! 
 
Your partner along the way, 
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The Word in Worship 
On any given Sunday, we read four texts in worship: one from the Hebrew 
Scriptures, a Psalm, an Epistle, and a reading from one of the four Gospels. 
These readings generally come from the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) a 
three-year cycle of texts created by an inter-denomination group called The 
Consultation on Common Texts. Churches have been using the RCL since 
1992, and the RCL was based on a Protestant Lectionary made in 1983 which 
is based on a Roman Catholic lectionary that came out of Vatican II. 
 
Using the RCL unites us with other churches through common texts, however, 

not all churches (even those who—or whose denomination—continue to participate in the 
Consultation on Common Texts). The RCL is not without its problems. Some of the fundamental 
texts of faith like the stories of Creation, Noah’s Ark, and the Giving of the 10 Commandments are 
only heard in worship once every three years and some stories are never heard. Many stories that 
include women and people of color are omitted completely. 
 
Biblical Scholar and Episcopal priest Wilda Gafney has created an alternative lectionary that 
addresses some of these concerns called A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church. It is always 
challenging to shift away from the common lectionary and the ways we share in the Word with 
other Christians but hearing new texts can open our ears to the needs and hopes of Christians 
who look and live out their faith differently than us. Gafney’s lectionary does follow the church in 
centering the coming year on the Gospel of Matthew. Her lectionary also includes readings from 
the deuterocanonical books of the Bible. These books are Hebrew Scriptures written in Greek. 
Luther included these books in his Bible but placed them in a separate section between Old and 
New Testaments called the Apocrypha. 
 
In worship at St. Thomas, we will use this lectionary for the coming church year. We will hear 
different texts than we might otherwise, but the order of worship will remain the same. Gafney’s 
lectionary reflects the ebb and flow of the seasons of the year but includes more stories that we 
may be surprised were in the Bible. This is not a forever change, but it is a change made with the 
hope that by hearing the Word in a new way, we may, ourselves, be changed. 
 

Celebrating Our Ministry  
Word in the Woods  
In October, we gathered to hike and to praise God for 
creation! We marveled at the falling leaves and clear blue 
skies. We wrestled with the story of Jacob wrestling with God 
and prayed for the concerns of our lives. Through this past 
year, our time worshiping together in creation has been life-
giving, providing space for deep conversations and 
encouragement. While the earth rests through the winter, we 
will also take a rest and look forward to gathering again to 
spot God's creative work in the spring! 
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New Member Corner 
Randy & Kim Arnold  
 “How did you get involved at St. 
Thomas?” 
Randy & Kim have been in 
Bloomington since before they 
were married 15 years ago. They 
were looking for a more 
progressive congregation to 
worship with and felt lucky to find 
St. Thomas. Each of the last 6 
years, they’ve spent a week at 
Camp Arcadia in Michigan, a 
Lutheran family camp, and that 
encouraged them to consider the 
Lutheran faith. 
 
 
“Can you tell us a little about your upbringing?” 
Randy was raised in the Roman Catholic faith in southwest Indiana, near Evansville. His parents 
still live there. His two brothers live in St. Louis and Springfield, IL, one sister lives in St. Louis, and 
another passed away two years ago after a 10-year battle with cancer--her husband, along with 
Randy and Kim’s niece and nephew live in Newburgh, IN. Kim was raised in the Christian 
Reformed Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Her parents and two sisters live in the Grand Rapids 
area, and her brother lives in Chicago. 
 
“Tell us about your jobs.”  
Randy and Kim are both chemists by training. He worked as a lab manager in the Chemistry 
department at IU for 10 years, then left IU 10 years ago to join SCIEX, a technology provider that 
specializes in mass spectrometry, and now he works from home. Kim has worked as an instructor 
in the chemistry department at IU for the last 18 years. 
 
“Tell us about your family” 
Randy and Kim have four children, Rebekah (9th grader at BHSS), Lydia and Eve (8th graders at St. 
Charles), and Joseph (6th grader at St. Charles). Their family spends a lot of time involved in sports, 
including volleyball, basketball, baseball, cross country, and track. The kids are all avid 
readers. Their dog, Molly, is a golden-doodle, labradoodle mix, and enjoys our long Saturday 
morning walks with friends. 
 
“How do you spend your time outside of work and church?” 
When they have a break from sports, they really enjoy visiting and traveling with extended family 
– especially all 15 nieces and nephews.  
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Creation Care Update  
In 2013, St. Thomas Lutheran was among the earliest 
Indiana solar churches, with 104 modules producing two 
thirds of the electricity used. We have been joined by eight 
others--for a total of nine solar congregations in 
Monroe County. St. Thomas and four other local 
congregations have recently added capacity to their arrays 
for generating most of their electricity.   
 
The new STLC addition, installed this October 2022, is near 

the community garden behind the building and has 27 modules. It's the second local church 
ground array and the first one using bifacial modules capable of generating power from both front 
and back. Unity Church has a large ground array visible from the Rogers Street roundabout near 
Batchelor Middle School. 
 
As utility rates increase by two percent or more annually, solar energy systems are long term 
investments that appreciate in value. Annual energy produced after twenty-five years is expected 
to be more than eighty percent of the amount of energy produced in the first year. The recently 
completed project was funded with gifts given in memory of Bob Cutter and donations from 
members who were encouraged by books of poetry written by Jerry Smith.   
 
Renewable energy is more than an alternative source of electricity, it also communicates through 
action, showing what is possible to protect our air and water. The next step for some solar 
churches has been replacement of air conditioners with electric heat pumps that will reduce the 
amount of natural gas used for heating. We learned about the relationship between electricity and 
gas when the Vectren bills increased after high wattage sanctuary lights were replaced with LEDs 
that produce more light than heat. 
 
A consequence of leadership by example is that members of solar churches are more likely to 
have solar energy at home. As an example, STLC has twelve past and present solar owners. 
Additionally, solar owners are motivated to reduce their energy usage, and some are choosing to 
drive electric vehicles using the sun rather than gasoline. STLC has six known EV owners who are 
pleased to share their experience with others. If you are interested in learning more about the 
cost, performance, and availability of renewable energy, visit sirensolar.org 

from Darrell Boggess 
 

Bible Presentations  
When a child is baptized, our congregation promises to support 
them in their new life in Christ. We took another step in that 
support on October 2 when we presented Bibles to many of our 
children. Those entering Godly Play received The Early Reader's 
Bible. The lower elementary class received Spark Story Bible 
Devotions for Kids and the upper elementary class received Lutheran 
Study Bibles. Each student knew they were valued as they were 
called forward in our midst to receive their Bible. Many of them 
could not stop reading them for the rest of worship! We pray that 
desire for the Word of God will continue through their whole lives.  

https://www.sirensolar.org/
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St. Thomas First AMMPARO Welcoming Congregation in Indiana-Kentucky Synod 
At the council meeting on October 16, the council, memorialized by 
the mission committee, voted to become a Welcoming Congregation 
in the AMMPARO network. AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrant Minors 
with Protection, Advocacy, Representation, and Opportunities) is the 
ELCA’s commitment to accompany vulnerable migrant children today 
and in the future. The AMMPARO is a holistic strategy which seeks to 
address the causes of immigration, accompany folks who are navigating the US’s immigration 
policy and courts, and aid deported folks in creating new lives. St. Thomas initially reached out to 
AMMPARO on behalf of our friends in Chichipate who were concerned about community 
members who had left for the United States, but the conversation has continued through our work 
sponsoring our refugee family. 
 
Welcoming Congregations make four commitments: 

• spiritually and pastorally accompany migrants in our community congregation; 
• physically accompany migrants as needed to medical, legal and pastoral resources; 
• pray for the children and families; and 
• prayerfully consider participation in the ELCA advocacy. 

This commitment does not require any financial support, nor are we asked to shelter or employ 
migrants, however, AMMPARO does provide St. Thomas with a network of congregations and 
organizations who are also doing this work, opportunities for grants, and information for effective 
advocacy. AMMPARO works strategically with Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services in the 
work they do. St. Thomas is honored to be a part of this ministry and God’s work welcoming the 
stranger. 
 
Spencer Pride Festival  
St. Thomas was excited to host a community art project at the family-friend Spencer Pride Festival 
on Saturday, October 15. Given a blank picture frame and the affirmation that they were “Made in 
God’s Image,” LBGTQIA+ folks and allies drew colorful and creative self-portraits. St. Thomas 
members are invited to complete the project in the Narthex on Sunday, November 13, before it is 
displayed alongside a similar project from Bloomington PrideFest in the east hallway. Dale & 
Christine Heidebrecht, Dawn Bakken, Erica Whichello, Helen Kane, Karlyn & Bob Grise, Pastor 
Lecia, Nancy Nye, Rance & Sharon Fawbush and Pastor Adrianne, Matt & their children 
represented St. Thomas with a friendly smile and “Love Boldly” and “Made in God’s Image” 
stickers. Postcards with the congregation’s worship times and website were also 
available. Participation in Spencer Pride Festival is hoped to be a first step for St. Thomas as a 
welcome, Christian presence in Owen County. 
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With Us: Advent and Christmas at St. Thomas  
Give shape and voice to our longings and hopes for ourselves, our families, and our world. Use 
these social media graphics to invite folks in your life to join us this season.  
 
Self-Guided Reflection  
Throughout the season, visit “The Great O Antiphons” in Heritage Hall, our art installation by artist 
Linda Henke. You can also visit and reflect on the artwork when you prepare for the season at the 
Advent Mini-Retreat between worship services on Sunday, November 20. At the retreat, pick up a 
devotion book prepared by members of our community for the season. 
 
Joyful Celebration 
Sink deeply into the faith of the ancient words of the O Antiphons at the Choir Concert on 
December 11 at 4 p.m.  Join us, too, for the delicious reception that follows in Heritage Hall. Sing 
out the Good News with Carols and Cider at Friendly Beasts Cidery on Sunday, December 18 at 2 
p.m.  Enjoy tasty, seasonal cider from Friendly beasts and a sing-along lead by Matt and Pr. 
Adrianne Meier. 
 
Advent Worship 
Worship with us on Sundays at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. as we prepare ourselves and our worship 
space for God-with-us. We will hang Chrismons on December 4, hear the nativity story from our 
children on December 11, and connect with the global church through a Las Posadas-inspired 
service on December 18. Join us for reflections on the Great O Antiphons and the music of Holden 
Evening Prayer in Heritage Hall on Wednesdays November 30, December 7 and 14, at 7 p.m. 
 
Remembrance and Hope 
Culturally, December is meant to be a very joyous and happy time and can be mute when it 
comes to any kind of grief and sorrow. On the shortest day of the year, December 21, join us for 
The Longest Night: A Service of Remembrance and Hope, at 7 p.m. in Heritage Hall. Vicar Amy 
Bartleson Balcam will preach. 
 

https://bit.ly/3znpkaO
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Christmas Eve 
Celebrate the coming of God among us--giving hope to our longings--in Word and Meal, with 
Carols and Candlelight at our festival services on December 24 at 4 p.m. and 8 p.m.   
 
Christmas Day 
On Sunday, December 25 at 9:30 a.m., bring the whole family for Stories, Songs, and PJs.  Bring 
Christmas cookies to share and enjoy stories for children of God of all ages, timeless carols, and 
joyous fellowship. 
 
New Year’s Day 
On Sunday, January 1 at 9:30 a.m., begin the new year with hope and joy. Celebrate that God is 
with us (in one another) today and throughout the year to come with fellowship and a potluck 
brunch. 

 
 

Upcoming Events  
Save the Date!  
Pr. Lecia Beck’s Installation  
and celebration of our Ministry Together 
November 13, 2022, 4 p.m. 
Bishop Bill Gafkjen, preaching 
Reception to follow 
 

Annual Budget Meeting  
The Annual Budget meeting of St. Thomas Lutheran Church will be held on 
Sunday, November 20, immediately following the 11 a.m. service. Copies of 
the proposed budget and an updated Reconciling in Christ Welcome Statement 
will be send via email no later than Tuesday, November 8. Voting members 
may join via Zoom at this link, we expect the meeting to begin around 12:15 
p.m., but appreciate your patience.  

 

 
Prayer and Scatter Gardens Rededication 
After the 8:30 a.m. worship on November 6, join us as we rededicate the 
Prayer Garden, Scatter Garden, and a new memorial plaque for the Scatter 
Garden. Our landscape and property teams have re-created a prayerful space 
for meditation and a welcoming space for folks to remember those they 
have loved and lost. A beautiful memorial plaque has been created by Jim 
Halvorson with gifts given in memory of Judy Bush to list the names of those 
whose remains are in the Scatter Garden.  

https://bit.ly/3JlP7D2
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All Saints Remembrance Table 
On Sunday, November 6, we invite the members and friends of St. Thomas to bring to worship 
pictures or small mementos of those you have loved and lost for our celebration of All Saints. We 
will display these items during worship in the area around the baptismal font. We will gather in 
silence on this day with time for folks to visit the Remembrance Table and pray for one another in 
our shared sorrow, grief, and hope. 
 
Daylight Saving Time Ends Sunday November 6  
Remember to set back your clocks or update your phones so you are not an hour 
early on Sunday!  
 
Lunch for the students of LuMin, Sunday, November 13  
IU students are cordially invited for lunch, provided by St. Thomas members every second Sunday 
of the month after the late service. 
 

Come Bake with Us!   
On Saturday, November 12, St. Thomas members and 
LuMin students will get together in the church kitchen to 
bake cookies and bars. Recipes and ingredients will be 
provided. We’ll distribute some to our shut-ins; we’ll 
freeze others for LuMin to give away to IU students 
during finals week.  Come to the kitchen anytime from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Stay for an hour and help us bake! If 
you can’t join us and you’d like to contribute, please 
contact Dawn Bakken, chair of the Outreach Committee. 

 
Saturday, November 19, is Game Night at St. Thomas!   
Please join us at 7 p.m. in Heritage Hall for a casual night of community 
and a little bit of competition. In addition to your favorite game, a snack to 
share, and a beverage, bring a friend (or two or three). Everyone is 
welcome. 
 

Office Closings for the holidays 
The church office will close in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday on Thursday, November 24 
and Friday, November 25. 
 
While the church office will close also for the week between Christmas and New Year’s, messages 
will be checked daily Monday through Friday of that week (December 26-30).   

mailto:debakken@msn.com
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Worship and the Arts Concert Series 

Bloomington Bach Cantata Project 
Music & the Arts Concert Series presents The Bloomington 
Bach Cantata Project, who present cantatas by Johann 
Sebastian Bach in performance modeled on his own.  On 
Sunday, November 6 at 2:30 p.m. at St. Thomas, BBC will 
present “Ich steh mit einem Fuss im Grabe” BWV 156, 

directed by Jonathan Oddie. Concert goers will hear a performance of the cantata, a short talk 
about it, and a second performance filled with new things. 
 
Friday Musicale 
Music & the Arts Concert Series and Friday Musicale present a program for veterans Day featuring 
patriotic music and music by American composers on Friday, November 11.  Featuring soprano 
Connie Shakalis, violinist Sarah Strickland, and pianist Vicki King, the free public concert begins at 
1:15 p.m. at St. Thomas Lutheran Church.  For further information, contact:  
vickikingpianist@gmail.com  
 

Christian Nurture 
Prayer at Noon on Zoom 
Need a quiet moment to connect with God? Join us for thirty minutes of prayer, Scripture reading, 
silence, and conversation at noon Zoom on the first Wednesday of the month. Here is the link to 
join us on November 2 and again on December 7. 
 
November Adult Forums 
Naomi Sveholm, ELCA missionary to Slovakia, will share updates on her 
work during the Adult Forum on Sunday, November 6. Check out Naomi’s 
work with the Central Europe Teachers Program on Facebook and Instagram 
and join us on November 6 to learn about this important work and Naomi’s 
call to it. 
 
St. Thomas’s Refugee Resettlement Team will give a brief update about the 
work they have been doing this fall at the Adult Forum on Sunday, November 13. Hear from the 
team how they have been impacted by this work and how the generosity of St. Thomas has been 
pivotal in helping this family be welcomed in Bloomington. Do note that the Refugee Resettlement 
Team, out of respect for the family’s privacy, is unable to share many specific details about our 
family, but they can tell you about why this work matters, their hopes for the weeks and months 
to come, and how you can help. 
 

mailto:vickikingpianist@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/3jVA3k0
http://www.facebook.com/elcacet
http://www.instagram.com/elcacet
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Women’s Bible Study 
For November we will continue with our study about Jesus 
in Nature. Here is a synopsis from the author: “November 
2022, Session 3: “Creatures,” offers us an opportunity to 
observe and learn about God from birds, foxes, sheep, dogs 
and other animals, while considering habitat protection, 
food justice and the model of trust.” We meet November 13 
between services. Please find us in room 14. We may move 
from there but will put a note on the table! 
 
In December we will meet December 11 between services. This will be a very busy Sunday. We 
will have an Advent devotional. The author writes: "This Advent Devotional helps groups and 
individuals take time to appreciate the gift of small things. Celebrating with less stuff and more 
intention, fewer presents and more presence, give us more room (physically and spiritually) to 
embrace God's generous gift of life, connect with God and others, and experience the true gift of 
Christmas. After all, the miracle of Jesus' birth reminds us that good things come in small 
packages." 
 
Looking way ahead to January, we will meet January 8. The author of our January study writes, 
"Join Gather Magazine," (the name of our publication which houses our bible studies) "and revive 
your soul in 2023 with a four-session study of the 10 Commandments. ELCA Pastor and Bible 
Study author Christa Von Zychlin will help us see how these commandments are more than they 
appear at first glance. Get ready to explore old and new interpretations of God's laws using 
Luther's Small and Large Catechism and more!" 
 
Any questions please email Kari Esarey.   
 

Advent Mini-Retreat 
Prepare for Advent with a mini-retreat on Sunday, November 20 from 9:45 - 
10:45 a.m. Join us in Heritage Hall as we explore what it means for God to be 
With Us and unveil Linda Witte Henke’s exhibition The Great O Antiphons. We will 
also be crafting Advent wreaths - if you still have your wreath from last year, 
please bring it to reuse and refresh the decorations. You can come for the whole 
hour or just part. Because this is for all ages, children will enjoy this more if they 
participate with an adult. 
 

Junior High Youth Group 
On Sunday, November 13, students are invited to join us for junior high youth group at Trinity 
Episcopal Church from 2 - 3:30 p.m. We will meet with junior high youth from First Presbyterian, 
First United and Trinity Episcopal for fun, fellowship and faith conversations. Please let Pastor Lecia 
know if you plan to join us.  
 
In December, we will meet at First United Church on Sunday, December 11 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. for 
dinner and fun Christmas activities along with the senior high youth. Please RSVP to Pastor Lecia 
by Thursday, December 8. 
 
 

mailto:kariesarey@gmail.com
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
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High School Youth Group 
Join us on Sunday, November 27 from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. for youth 
group at STLC. We will host the ecumenical youth group for dinner, a 
game and a faith discussion. Hope to see you there! If you plan to join 
us on November 27, please RSVP to Pastor Lecia by Thursday, 
November 24. 
 
In December, we will meet at First United Church on Sunday, 
December 11 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. for dinner and fun Christmas activities 
along with the junior high youth. Please RSVP to Pastor Lecia by 
Thursday, December 8. 
 

 

  

mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
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Ministry Opportunities for Getting Involved 
The Great O Antiphons at St. Thomas  
From November 20 until New Year’s Day, we’ll be displaying a unique work 
of liturgical art in Heritage Hall. The Great O Antiphons, an installation 
of stamped and embroidered textiles by Linda Witte Henke, was inspired by 
seven Advent prayers known as the Great O Antiphons.  
Written in Latin in the Middle Ages, the antiphons would have been chanted 
before the Magnificat, the Song of Mary of Nazareth at Vespers 
from December 17 to 23. Each of the Great O Antiphons addresses God using 
a title from the Hebrew scriptures and offers a prayer of longing for the 
Messiah. The Great O Antiphons are the basis for the beloved Advent hymn, 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” 
 

Linda’s beautiful, grace-filled handwork profoundly expresses the longing we all feel for a world 
put right, made whole, and at peace. The Great O Antiphons art installation has been shown in 
many congregations and at church-wide and international events. It will be a joy to have it at St. 
Thomas as part of our Advent and Christmas this year.  
 
Stewardship Update: Year End Pledge Payments  
Thanks to everyone who pledged in our 2022 Stewardship Campaign, “Together for Joy” (Missed 
out? There is still time to pledge for 2023 here on our online form.)  

 

As you complete your 2022 pledge, or if you are able to be 
additionally generous, please note these deadlines for making sure 
your offerings are applied to 2022: 
Friday, December 23: Last day the church office is open in 2022.  
Sunday, December 25: Last Sunday in 2022. This will be the last 
Sunday that the offerings received and any cash gifts will be applied 
to 2022 pledges. 
Thursday, December 29: Last day online offerings will be applied 
to 2022 pledges.  
Any gifts received after these dates will be counted in January, and 
therefore applied to 2023 pledges.  
 

On a related note: the last day to request reimbursements for items purchased in 2022 is Friday, 
December 16. Thank you again for your service to St. Thomas. 
 

Thank you in advance for noting these dates. And thank you very much for your gifts to support 
St. Thomas.  
 
  

https://bit.ly/3s0vVUr
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Sister Parish Virtual Visit  
I think the news is hard to read right now. There’s so 
much suffering all over the world — flooding, wildfires, 
famine, political instability, the pandemic, and flat-out 
warfare. The urge to tune it all out is real. 
 
And yet, and yet — there’s this one little town, this one church, and more than twenty years ago 
our congregation declared our intention to walk with them as sisters. Our relationship with the 
people of Santo Domingo de Guzman, Chichipate is real. We can’t tune them out. Their friendship 
is a privilege we should cherish.  
 
In other years we’ve sent a delegation to Guatemala to visit them or welcomed a delegation from 
there to visit us. The pandemic has stopped that, so the Sister Parish organization has come up 
with the idea of a Virtual Visit as a way to stay in touch. 
 
Our Virtual Visit with Chichipate is planned for February 5-12 and you’ll be hearing details after 
Christmas. In the meantime, I’m collecting photographs of harvest season. If you have some, 
please send them to me! 

from Pamela Smith, for the local Sister Parish planning group 
 
Property Committee Work Days  
This month the Property Committee meets Saturday, November 5, and Tuesday November 15 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. to paint, caulk, fix light bulbs, and a wide variety of other small jobs—
many of them outdoors. Feel free to join us! For more information contact Sam Eichmiller at 812-
797-2807.  

 
Altar Flowers 
Flowers bring the beauty of creation to our worship. To reserve an 
arrangement, contact the church office via email or sign the sheet on the 
bulletin board behind the welcome desk by Wednesday each week. The 
Flower Guild makes the arrangements, and you may take the flowers home 
after the 10:15 a.m. worship service and then return the vase later. Each 
arrangement costs $18, with “flowers” in the check memo line.  
 

Prayer Chain  
The Swiss theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar once said, “the most we can do through genuine 
prayer, is to make as much room as possible, in ourselves and in the world, for the kingdom of 
God, so that its energies can go to work.” We invite you to be part of a little group making room in 
the world for God to work in people’s lives. When prayer requests come, we receive an email and 
pause to pray. Occasionally we receive an update about those we hold in prayer. If you are 
interested in joining us, email Susan Colston.  
 
Prayer Requests 
Martin Luther said, “Pray, and let God worry.” When something worries you, others can 
carry you along in prayer. Send requests for prayer to Susan Colston via email.  

mailto:narthex@baba-yaga.org
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
mailto:skcolston@aol.com
mailto:skcolston@aol.com
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Lutheran Campus Ministry at IU  
Throughout October, our Tuesday evenings at Rose House LuMin focused on 
physical health and wellness. We explored the differences between sleep and 
rest (Sabbath) and our need for both. We discovered that simple movements 
such as stretching can be combined with prayer to improve not just our 
physical health, but our spiritual health as well. During the last two Tuesdays of 
the month, we experimented with creating healthier meals and learned some of 
the benefits of eating less salt, sugar, and oils.  

 
In November, we will continue our study of the wholeness wheel by exploring the topic of 
emotional wellbeing. During the weeks leading up to Thanksgiving Break, we hope to explore our 
feelings though canvas painting, discover how to deal with difficult conversations that may arise at 
the dinner table, and work on several service projects for the community to demonstrate that 
healthy giving is good for our emotional wellbeing. After Thanksgiving, our focus will shift to 
healthy coping skills to deal with the stress of finals, papers, and deadlines. 
 
As always, if you or someone you know has a gift/talent/book 
recommendation to share on any of the parts of the wholeness wheel, 
we would love to hear the suggestions. Please email them to us at 
lutheran@indiana.edu. Thanks in advance for your help. 
 
Peace,  

Pastor Amanda Ghaffarian t 
Rose House LuMin 
 

 
 
Caring for Our Neighbors 

 

MCUM Update  
A BIG THANK YOU to the kind people at St. Thomas and The Hurlow Wealth 
Management Group for their generous contribution of 643 cans of soup during 
the month of September "GIMME 500" MCUM FOOD DRIVE! A most sincere 
"shout out" to Pastor Adrianne and Erica, David Ellies, the St. Thomas Mission 
Committee, and all the good people who loaded soup into cars for transport to 
MCUM. This "caring in cans" surely helps restock the MCUM Pantry which 
provides much needed food to so many people in our community.   

from Helen Ingersoll 

 
MCUM is so grateful for St. Thomas' continued and amazing support. This food drive has enabled 
us to restock our food pantry, just in time for the holidays. Thank you St. Thomas!  

from Mary Jean Holwager, Development Director, Monroe County United Ministries  

mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
https://www.lcmiu.net/
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New Hope for Families 
Immediate needs: Baby wipes (unscented) and toilet paper. 
Donations can be dropped off in the specially marked bins in the narthex. Checks are also 
welcome and can be made out to St. Thomas Lutheran Church with “New Hope for Families” in the 
memo line. Thank you for standing in the gap for these families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hope for the Holidays 4th Annual Tree Extravaganza and Auction! 
In November, New Hope for Families will be hosting their 4th annual tree extravaganza and 
auction! Come join us for what is fast becoming a well-loved Bloomington holiday tradition. We 
are pleased to announce that St. Thomas will again be donating a decorated tree to be auctioned 
off. It is exciting to have the opportunity to represent our faith community at this family friendly 
event, and to show our continued support for the less fortunate in our community. 
 
All donated trees will be on display in the Pavilion at Switchyard Park from Tuesday, November 15 
through Thursday, November 17. Cookies and hot chocolate will be provided (along with food 
trucks on the final night). This will be their largest tree extravaganza to date, with approximately 
60 decorated trees on display donated by various organizations, church groups, businesses and 
individuals.  You will also be able to view these trees online. There will be a live auction in the 
Pavilion on the evening of November 17. We invite you and your family to attend this auction 
and bid on St. Thomas’ submission or on any of the other many decorated trees.  You can bid on 
one of these trees either to keep for yourself or to gift to one of the New Hope families. 100% of 
the proceeds will be used to support families in our community move from homelessness to 
stability. 
 
As you and your family enjoy this fun event, know that your participation will collectively bring joy 
and services in the upcoming year to families without a stable home this holiday season. 
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An Update from Naomi Sveholm  
We hold in prayer our siblings in Christ in Bratislava. The community is impacted by two acute 
tragedies in just two short weeks in the first half of October.  

On Sunday, October 2 a little after 10 p.m., a drunk driver crashed into one of the city’s busiest bus 
stops, Zochova, killing 5 young people (two of whom were students at local universities) and 
injuring an additional 5. For many teachers and students, this bus stop is part of their daily 
commute. Candles, flowers, and photos also grace several places in and near the bus stop. 
 
Even as the community grieved the death of these young people killed by a car, another tragedy 
hit the community. On Wednesday, October 12, gun violence claimed the lives of two young 
adults from the LGBTQIA+ community, in what is believed to have been a targeted attack on the 
LGBTQIA+ community. In response to this violence against the LGBTQIA+ community, around 
20,000 people marched in Bratislava in support of the LGBTQIA+ community and against hate. 
(see photos here.) 
 
We continue to hold in prayer all those whose lives are touched by violence, especially the 
families, individuals and communities who are grieving these recent tragic deaths in Bratislava. We 
hope you will join our prayers. 
 
Meet with Naomi during the Adult Forum on Sunday, November 6.  
 

https://spectator.sme.sk/g/211777/march-in-support-of-lgbt-community-in-bratislava?gref=strm_art-23034216
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Request from St. Vincent de Paul 
Would you like to help support the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and do some holiday shopping 
at the same time? Between Friday, November 4th and Sunday, November 20th, visit Booth C35 at 
the Bloomington Antique Mall. Denise Lessow, a longtime St. Vincent de Paul friend, will donate 
25% of the proceeds of any purchases in her double booth or case to help support our important 
work. 
 
This includes hundreds of unique music boxes, rosaries, clocks, animal figures, cast iron, 
bookends, pewter, antique and collectible musical instruments, holiday items, costume jewelry, 
and so many more gift items. As a bonus, she is having a 20% off sale! The Bloomington Antique 
Mall is open 7 days a week from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and is located on the B-line at 311 W. 7th St. in 
downtown Bloomington. There is parking next to the building, and a handicapped accessible 
ramp on the east side. 
 
When you check out, just tell the clerk that you are supporting Bloomington St. Vincent de Paul.  
This is a wonderful way to fill that shopping list and help those in our community feel the relief of 
keeping a roof over their heads and heat in their homes. Questions? Call Jo Gilbertson at 812-219-
5566. 

 
 

Unsubscribe from this list or update your preferences by emailing:  
parishadmin@stlconline.org 

 
Due Date for January Newsletter Articles:  

Monday, December 20, 2023 
 

Due Date for printed Weekly Announcements: Wednesdays 
Due Date for emailed Weekly Announcements: Thursdays 

 

  

mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
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ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU 

are Reconciling in Christ Ministries 
 

We are a Christ-centered community that lives,  
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people! 

http://www.stlconline.org/
mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
mailto:pastor@stlconline.org
mailto:christiannurture@stlconline.org
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
mailto:directorofmusic@stlconline.org
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