Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 9, 2022

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
WITH HOLY COMMUNION
AT 8:30 A.M. and 11 A.M.
Welcome
St. Thomas Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered
community that lives, shares, and celebrates God’s
grace with all people!
As disciples of Christ who value the faith, gifts, and
ministry of all God’s people, and who seek justice
and reconciliation, we welcome all God’s children to
an inclusive community. This welcome is extended
without exception and regardless of sex, race,
national origin, educational background, sexual
orientation, gender identity, physical and mental
ability, age, or economic condition.

Worship Aids
In this worship bulletin, worshipers are invited to
stand at the places marked with an * and bold
type denotes the congregation's response.
Everything you need to participate in worship is
found in this bulletin, except for the hymns which
are found in the back third of the red Evangelical
Lutheran Worship under your seat. Assisted hearing
devices and large print bulletins are available from
an usher; the chairs with arms are reserved for
people with mobility limitations.
Children in Worship
We welcome all children to worship with us—
including full participation in Holy Communion.
Whether talking, crying, laughing, or singing, the
sounds of children in worship are joyful sounds of
praise. God put the wiggle in children, and we
rejoice! Our Prayer Pond in the sanctuary and our
unstaffed nursery are open for quiet, supervised
play. Activity bags are available in the narthex.
Children's bulletins are also available.

A Note About Our Livestream Service
Today's 8:30 a.m. service is livestreamed. Most rearrow seats are out of view of the camera, but we
cannot guarantee that any seat is off camera. By
attending this service, you are giving permission to
be in the video we produce.
A Few Requests
We ask that you silence your
cell phone or electronic devices.
We would love to pray for the concerns
of your heart during this service.
Prayer request slips are located
on the table near the main doors.

+ GATHERING +
PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
MINISTRY MOMENT

Peter Iversen

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who
is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our
days.
C: Amen.
P: Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our
failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God of mercy and forgiveness,
C: we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We
have harmed your good creation. We have
failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk
humbly with you. Turn us in a new direction.
Show us the path that leads to life. Be our
refuge and strength on the journey, through
Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen.
P: Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and
you are made whole. God points the way to
new life in Christ, who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God’s abiding love through the
power of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
*ENTRANCE HYMN
Praise to the Lord, The Almighty

ELW#859

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*KYRIE

*HYMN OF PRAISE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. Wholeness of the sick and Home
of the exile, give us grace to seek the well-being
of those among whom we live, so that all
people may come to know the healing of your
love and new voices join to give you thanks in
Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
+ WORD +
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

Pr. Lecia Beck

FIRST READING
2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c
Naaman, commander of the army of the king of
Aram, was a great man and in high favor with
his master, because by him the LORD had given
victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty
warrior, suffered from leprosy. Now the
Arameans on one of their raids had taken a
young girl captive from the land of Israel, and
she served Naaman's wife. She said to her
mistress, "If only my lord were with the prophet
who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his
leprosy."

When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore
his clothes and said, "Am I God, to give death or
life, that this man sends word to me to cure a
man of his leprosy? Just look and see how he is
trying to pick a quarrel with me."
But when Elisha the man of God heard that the
king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent a
message to the king, "Why have you torn your
clothes? Let him come to me, that he may learn
that there is a prophet in Israel." So Naaman
came with his horses and chariots, and halted at
the entrance of Elisha's house. Elisha sent a
messenger to him, saying, "Go, wash in the
Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be
restored and you shall be clean." But Naaman
became angry and went away, saying, "I
thought that for me he would surely come out,
and stand and call on the name of the LORD his
God, and would wave his hand over the spot,
and cure the leprosy! Are not Abana and
Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all
the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them,
and be clean?" He turned and went away in a
rage.

But his servants approached and said to him,
"Father, if the prophet had commanded you to
do something difficult, would you not have done
it? How much more, when all he said to you
was, 'Wash, and be clean'?" So he went down
and immersed himself seven times in the
Jordan, according to the word of the man of
God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a
little child, and he was clean.
Then Naaman returned to the man of God, he
and all his company; he came and stood before
Elisha and said, "Now I know that there is no
God in all the earth except in Israel."
L: Word of God. Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 111

1

Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with |
my whole heart,
in the assembly of the upright, in the |
congregation.
2Great are your | works, O LORD,
pondered by all who de- | light in them.
3
Majesty and splendor | mark your deeds,
and your righteousness en- | dures forever.
4You cause your wonders to | be remembered;
you are gracious and full | of compassion.
5
You give food to | those who fear you,
remembering forev- | er your covenant.
6You have shown your people the power | of
your works
in giving them the lands | of the nations.
7
The works of your hands are faithful- | ness
and justice;
all of your pre- | cepts are sure.
8They stand fast forev- | er and ever,
because they are done in | truth and equity.

9

You sent redemption to your people
and commanded your cove- | nant forever;
holy and awesome | is your name.
10The fear of the LORD is the begin- | ning of
wisdom;
all who practice this have a good
understanding.
God's praise en- | dures forever.
SECOND READING
2 Timothy 2:8-15
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a
descendant of David—that is my gospel, for
which I suffer hardship, even to the point of
being chained like a criminal. But the word of
God is not chained. Therefore I endure
everything for the sake of the elect, so that they
may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ
Jesus, with eternal glory. The saying is sure:
If we have died with Christ, we will also live
with Christ;
if we endure, we will also reign with Christ;
if we deny him, he will also deny us;
if we are faithless, he remains faithful—
for Christ cannot deny himself.

Remind them of this, and warn them before God
that they are to avoid wrangling over words,
which does no good but only ruins those who
are listening. Do your best to present yourself to
God as one whom God approves, a worker who
has no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining
the word of truth.
L: Word of God. Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 17:11-19 NRSV, emended
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the
seventeenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was passing
through the region between Samaria and Galilee.
As he entered a village, ten people with leprosy
approached him. Keeping their distance, they
called out, saying, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on
us!" Upon seeing them, Jesus said to them, "Go
and show yourselves to the priests." And as they
went, they were cured. Then one of them, when
he saw that he was healed, returned to Jesus—
praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated
himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him. And this
one was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, "Were
there not ten healed? But the other nine, where
are they? Would none of them return and give
praise to God except this foreigner?" Then Jesus
said to the person, "Get up and go on your way;
your faith has made you well."
P: The Gospel of our Lord!
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY
Now Thank We All Our God

Pr. Adrianne Meier
ELW#839

*APOSTLES’ CREED
A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

INSTALLATION OF LAY PROFESSIONAL STAFF
After addressing Matt and Kathryn, the presider
addresses the congregation:
P: People of God, will you receive Matt and
Kathryn into this ministry
as one sent to serve in the church of Jesus Christ?
C: We will, and we ask God to help us.
P: Will you pray for them, help and honor them
for their work’s sake,
and in all things strive to live together in the peace
and unity of Christ?
C: We will, and we ask God to help us.
P: Matt and Kathryn, I now declare you installed
as Director of Music and Adult Choir Director.
Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and
your deeds in peace, that you may be a faithful
servant of Christ.
C: Amen.
The installation rite concludes with a prayer.
C: Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: In gratitude and humility, let us join together in
prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation.
Each petition ends:
A: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
Concluding petition:
A: With grateful hearts we commend our spoken
and silent prayers to you, O God; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
*SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share the peace with a wave, a bow, or maybe an
elbow, checking in with your neighbor for whatever
feels safe and conveys the spirit of peace and
reconciliation this ritual intends.

OFFERING
Please sign and pass the Together In Community
pads. Make note of the names of your neighbors so
you can introduce yourself after the service. These pads
and pencils are sanitized at the end of each service.
Gifts may be placed in the offering plate by the door or
you can also give on our website (stlconline.org). St.
Thomas collects gifts to support our mission of sharing,
living, and celebrating God's grace with all people. We
support Rose House LuMin and many local, national,
and international ministry partners.
8:30 a.m. only
ORGAN IMPROVISATION
11 a.m. only
CHOIR ANTHEM
O For a Closer Walk with God
*OFFERTORY HYMN
Praise and Thanks and Adoration

Charles Stanford
ELW#783

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: Let us pray. Gracious God, in your great love
you richly provide for our needs. Make of these
gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to
share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who
sets a table for all.
C: Amen.

+ MEAL +
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ... we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The thanksgiving may include this acclamation.
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.
*LORD’S PRAYER
Speak this prayer in your preferred language. The pastor
will continue when all versions are complete. Q'eqchi' is
provided on the next page.
C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

At qayuwa’ wankat sa’ chooxa
Usil aatinab’il ta laa k’ab’a
Chi chalq ta laa nimajwal awabejihom
Chi uxq ta li nakawaj arin sa’ ruuchich’och’ jo’ sa’
chooxa
Chak’e ta qe hoom li qawa chi rajlal kutan
Chakuy chasach ta li qamaak
Jo’ laa’o xqakuy xmaak li ani xmaako’ chi qu
Ut mohaakanab’ ta chi t’ane’k sa’ li aaleek
Chohaakolaq b’an chi ru li maa’us
Jo’kan taxak
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and
see.
We believe that God is our host and that all people are
welcome to this feast of grace, community, and
forgiveness. Come forward at the direction of the
ushers. Hand-torn bread or gluten-free wafers are
offered with pink wine or red grape juice in individual
cups. If you wish to receive a blessing, cross your arms
over your chest.

AGNUS DEI

COMMUNION HYMN
O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come

ELW#610

*EUCHARISTIC BLESSING
C: Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Let us pray. God of the abundant table, you
have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread
for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that
we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake
of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
+ SENDING +
*BENEDICTION
P: The ocean roars. The floods clap the shores.
The wind sings over the hills. God is love and
grace, and God pours love and grace into the
world. And with God’s help, we are about to do
the same.
Go now, good people, to roar, clap, and sing, and
to give everything you’ve got, together for joy, in
the name of the Creator, the Sustainer, and the
Redeemer.
C: Amen.

*SENDING HYMN
Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

ELW#886

*DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
***
We depart in peace to continue our worship
in lives of witness to Christ's love
in work, play, service, and care for creation.

The Liturgy is reprinted from
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, setting 1.
copyright © 2006 by permission of
Augsburg Fortress, license #SBT005707.
Hymns reprinted by permission listed within
and under OneLicense #A-724450.

At A Glance: This Week at St. Thomas
Sunday October 9
8:30 a.m. Worship/Livestream Worship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
9:45 a.m. Intergenerational Confirmation-Adult
Class
9:45 a.m. Women’s Bible Study
11 a.m. Worship
12 p.m. LuMin Lunch
2 p.m.
Junior High Youth Group
at First Presbyterian Church
Tuesday October 11
6 p.m.
Word in the Woods
7 p.m.
Finance Committee Meeting
Thursday October 13
7 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Saturday October 15
Spencer Pride Festival
Sunday October 16
8:30 a.m. Worship/Livestream Worship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
9:45 a.m. Intergenerational Confirmation-Adult
Class
11 a.m. Worship
1:30 p.m. Council Meeting

Announcements
Livestream Changes
Beginning Sunday, October 23, we are making
changes in the way we broadcast our livestream
service. First, in order to better accommodate
volunteers' and staff time, our livestream service will
now be broadcast at 11 a.m. In addition, the
children’s message and sermon will be available as
individual clips soon after the end of the 11 a.m.
service. All three videos will be available all week on
our YouTube account, which you can link to from our
website, stlconline.org. St. Thomas is committed to
our livestream service--to finding ways for our
members to participate in worship even when they
cannot be present in person and finding ways to
make viewers into friends. Thank you for your
flexibility during this transition.

Together for Joy: Stewardship 2023
If going to church has taught us anything, it’s this:
you really need to be okay with metaphors to get
very far with the Bible. Floods clapping hands? Hills
singing together for joy?
These are impossible. Of course, that doesn’t mean
they aren’t true, or that they can’t happen. According
to the Lake Institute on Faith and Giving and the
online giving platform Givelify, a majority of
American church-going givers reported that they
maintained or increased their giving to their places of
worship in 2021. This was true for St. Thomas. During
a time with plenty of fear, struggle, and uncertainty,
the people of St. Thomas remained a people who
believe in beautiful impossibilities, who shape our
lives around the happening of things that supposedly
cannot happen.
We know this: that the God for whom floods clap
and hills sing is with us, walking with us every step of
the way, through struggles and triumphs alike. We
seek to be a church that finds, shares, and celebrates
God among us and in our community in this
way. Your giving supports this ministry.

On Sunday, October 16, please return the pledge
card we sent out earlier this month. On Giving
Sunday, we will pray together as we make a pledge
for the coming year and participate together in God’s
generosity. Because prayer has always been the way
we make like the fields and floods, rocks, hill, and
plains. Our prayers are one way we are together for
joy.
Women’s Bible Study
The Women’s Bible Study meets to explore the
themes of soil, dirt, mud, and rocks in Jesus’s
parables and ministries. Please join us in room 14 on
today at 9:45 a.m. Contact Kari Esarey for more
information.
Lunch for IU Students Today at St. Thomas
Starting this month, St. Thomas members will be
providing lunch for IU students, undergrad and
graduate, every second Sunday of the month after
the late service. Please join us today in room 17 right
by the kitchen for fellowship and for Taco Sunday
(meat and vegetarian options available). Drinks and
dessert are also provided.

Junior High Youth Group today
Students are invited to join us as we kick off a junior
high youth group! We will be meeting on the second
Sunday of each month with other junior high youth
from other local congregations for fun, fellowship,
and faith conversations. Meeting together and with
other youth will help us strengthen relationships and
see how others wrestle with questions of faith. Our
first meeting will be on today, 2 - 3:30 p.m. at First
Presbyterian Church. Please let Pastor Lecia know if
you plan to join us.
Word in the Woods
Join us for one more worshipful hike on Tuesday,
October 11 at 6 p.m. We will gather at Griffy Lake
Boathouse for a 1.7 mile hike to enjoy the fall
weather. It will be getting dark when we finish, so
please bring a flashlight. Let Pastor Lecia know if you
plan to join us by Monday, October 10.
Young Worship Leaders
Students in second grade and up who have been
trained as acolytes are able to sign up to serve.
Students who are fluent readers are welcome to sign
up as lectors. Sign up here.

Reformation Celebration
Explore the Reformation on Reformation Sunday,
October 30, 2022. Join us in Community Hall from
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. for activities to learn more about
the Protestant Reformation and the Lutheran church
today. This is intended for folks of all ages and
children are invited to participate with an adult. We
will gather in room 12/13 from 9:45 – 10 a.m. and
then rotate through several short stations. You can
come for the whole hour or just part. This will be in
place of Sunday School on October 30.
QPR Suicide Prevention
On Sunday, October 23 at 6:30 - 8:30 p.m., we will
offer a suicide prevention training for adults. Just like
CPR, QPR (Question, Persuade, Refer) is an emergency
response to someone in crisis and can save lives. We
will learn about common myths surrounding suicidal
behavior, risk factors of suicide, how to recognize and
identify warning signs that someone is at risk for
suicide and learn how to help. This workshop is
intended for adults and is open to members and
friends of St Thomas. For more information or to sign
up, please contact Pastor Lecia.

New Hope for Families drive
Next Sunday, October 16, there will be a special
intake drive for New Hope for Families with a table
set up in the narthex to accept your donations.
Immediate Needs requested: COVID-19 “at home”
rapid test kits, baby wipes (unscented), diapers (size
6), HE laundry detergent pods (“free and clear” for
sensitive skin), hand soap, paper towels, toilet paper,
toilet bowl cleaner, Scrubbing Bubbles bathroom
cleaner, glass cleaner, trash bags (tall kitchen & 30gallon), Kroger gift cards. Monetary donations are
also appreciated. Checks can be made out to St.
Thomas Lutheran Church with “New Hope for
Families” in the memo line.

A Fervernt Request from Resettlement Team CoChair Chris Ogan
Our STLC Resettlement Team has been doing
everything they can to help our refugee family get on
their feet and move forward. The team continues to
introduce them to the community, assisting them in
shopping for groceries, learning English and
obtaining medical care. We need your help. I am
writing this from Turkey, where our Syrian family has
lived for eight years prior to their journey to
Bloomington. Here the plight of the Syrian refugees is
pretty dire. They were initially welcomed by the
Turkish government and President Erdoğan alongside
financial resources provided by the European Union
for resettling more than four million new residents.
But from the beginning, the opposing political parties
did not agree that Turkey should take so many of the
refugees. And now, with the Turkish economy in
terrible condition--including an 80% inflation rate
(officially, and unofficially nearly 200%) with many
people earning too little to pay their bills and no end
in sight to the economic bad news--goodwill towards
the refugees has gone sour. Both political parties are
now against permanent settlement of the refugees as
they watch large parts of their cities turn into Arabicspeaking enclaves. Violence against the refugees has

become commonplace. One refugee remarked that
the hatred had spread to the schools and the
workplace, and that even the political parties were
inciting hate in the leadup to the national elections
next year. Thousands of refugees have tried to make
their way to Europe, only to be pushed back by
Greece and other countries, while Turkey has
deported nearly 11,000 back to Syria since the start
of 2022--and more deportations are likely to come. It
is in this context that our own Syrian family has fled.
They need our help now. Until they are gainfully
employed and can make it on their own, they need
money for food, household expenses and warm
clothes for the winter. So we ask you to help through
your donations. The team has found the family to be
a warm, loving family who are deeply grateful for all
we have been doing for them. So please, until they
can stand by themselves, won't you help that happen
with your donations? You can give at
https://stlconline.org/donate-to-st-thomas-ministries/

Prayers for those with health and safety concerns
Elif Ogan, Jan Ellis, Caretta Van Ruler, Anne Smith,
Carole Kirsch, Tim Kirsch, Roger Sasse, Paula
Ionescu, Audrey Alpers, Deborah O’Brien, CaseyMarie, Mike Ost, Erin Wyatt, Bob Osborn, Andrew
Halvorson, Doug Bauder, Yvonne Leber, Jan
Coulter, Jeff Theis, Kathleen Boggess, Evelyn
Niemeyer, David Donath, Gloria Hitchcock, Tim
Beck, Marilyn Saum, Michelle, and Shanna.
Contact the church office for inclusion in this list of
concerns and to be included in the Sunday prayers.
A separate, confidential prayer chain is also
available. Contact Susan Colston at
skcolston@aol.com to join the prayer chain or
make a request for prayer.

Today's Worship Leaders
Altar Care: Barb Unger, Susan Colston
Bread & Wine: Letty Newkirk
8:30 a.m. Service
Assisting Minister: Ashley Ahlbrand
Lector: Jim Ward
Ushers: Frank & Mary Lou Nierzwicki
Greeters: Mike & Jaydene Laros
Council Coordinator: Ashley Ahlbrand
11 a.m. Service
Assisting Minister: Mike Witt
Lector: Pamela Smith
Ushers: Randy & Nancy Nye
Greeters: Karen Rohlfing
Council Coordinator: Sam Eichmiller

Today’s altar flowers are given by
Frank and Mary Lou Nierzwicki
in memory of Rob Chapman.
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We are a Christ-centered community that lives,
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people!

