Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 16, 2022

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
WITH HOLY COMMUNION
AT 8:30 A.M. and 11 A.M.
Welcome
St. Thomas Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered
community that lives, shares, and celebrates God’s
grace with all people!
As disciples of Christ who value the faith, gifts, and
ministry of all God’s people, and who seek justice
and reconciliation, we welcome all God’s children to
an inclusive community. This welcome is extended
without exception and regardless of sex, race,
national origin, educational background, sexual
orientation, gender identity, physical and mental
ability, age, or economic condition.

Worship Aids
In this worship bulletin, worshipers are invited to
stand at the places marked with an * and bold
type denotes the congregation's response.
Everything you need to participate in worship is
found in this bulletin, except for the hymns which
are found in the back third of the red Evangelical
Lutheran Worship under your seat. Assisted hearing
devices and large print bulletins are available from
an usher; the chairs with arms are reserved for
people with mobility limitations.
Children in Worship
We welcome all children to worship with us—
including full participation in Holy Communion.
Whether talking, crying, laughing, or singing, the
sounds of children in worship are joyful sounds of
praise. God put the wiggle in children, and we
rejoice! Our Prayer Pond in the sanctuary and our
unstaffed nursery are open for quiet, supervised
play. Activity bags are available in the narthex.
Children's bulletins are also available.

A Note About Our Livestream Service
Today's 8:30 a.m. service is livestreamed. Most rearrow seats are out of view of the camera, but we
cannot guarantee that any seat is off camera. By
attending this service, you are giving permission to
be in the video we produce.
A Few Requests
We ask that you silence your
cell phone or electronic devices.
We would love to pray for the concerns
of your heart during this service.
Prayer request slips are located
on the table near the main doors.

+ GATHERING +
PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who
is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our
days.
C: Amen.
P: Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our
failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God of mercy and forgiveness,
C: we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We
have harmed your good creation. We have
failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk
humbly with you. Turn us in a new direction.
Show us the path that leads to life. Be our
refuge and strength on the journey, through
Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen.

P: Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and
you are made whole. God points the way to
new life in Christ, who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God’s abiding love through the
power of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
*ENTRANCE HYMN
Rise Up, O Saints of God

ELW#669

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*KYRIE

*HYMN OF PRAISE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. O Lord God, tireless guardian of
your people, you are always ready to hear our
cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your
care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for
all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
+ WORD +
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

Pr. Lecia Beck

FIRST READING
Genesis 32:22-31, emended
The same night Jacob got up and took his two
wives, his two female slaves, and his eleven
children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He
took them and sent them across the stream, and
likewise everything that he had. Jacob was left
alone; and a person wrestled with him until
daybreak.
When the person saw that he did not prevail
against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket;
and Jacob's hip was put out of joint as he
wrestled with him. Then the person said, "Let me
go, for the day is breaking." But Jacob said, "I

will not let you go, unless you bless me." So he
said to him, "What is your name?" And he said,
"Jacob." Then the person said, "You shall no
longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have
striven with God and with humans, and have
prevailed." Then Jacob asked the person,
"Please tell me your name." But the man said,
"Why is it that you ask my name?" And there
the person blessed Jacob.
So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, "For I
have seen God face to face, and yet my life is
preserved." The sun rose upon him as he passed
Penuel, limping because of his hip.
L: Word of God. Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 121

1

I lift up my eyes | to the hills;
from where is my | help to come?
2My help comes | from the LORD,
the maker of heav- | en and earth.
3
The LORD will not let your | foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you | fall
asleep.
4Behold, the keep- | er of Israel
will neither slum- | ber nor sleep;
5
the LORD watches | over you;
the LORD is your shade at | your right hand;
6the sun will not strike | you by day,
nor the | moon by night.
7
The LORD will preserve you | from all evil
and will | keep your life.
8The LORD will watch over your going out and
your | coming in,
from this time forth for- | evermore.

SECOND READING
2 Timothy 3:14—4:5
But as for you, continue in what you have
learned and firmly believed, knowing from
whom you learned it, and how from childhood
you have known the sacred writings that are
able to instruct you for salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and
is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness, so that
everyone who belongs to God may be
proficient, equipped for every good work.
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who
is to judge the living and the
dead, and in view of Christ's appearing and his
dominion, I solemnly urge you: proclaim the
message; be persistent whether the time is
favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and
encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching.
For the time is coming when people will not put
up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears,
they will accumulate for themselves teachers to
suit their own desires, and will turn away from
listening to the truth and wander away to
myths. As for you, always be sober, endure

suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out
your ministry fully.
L: Word of God. Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 18:1-8 NRSV, emended
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the
eighteenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
[As Jesus was teaching the disciples] he told them a
parable about their need to pray always—and
not to lose heart:

"In a certain city there was a judge who neither
feared God nor had respect for people. In that
city there was a widow who kept coming to the
judge and saying, 'Grant me justice against my
opponent.' For a while the judge refused, but
later thought, 'Though I have no fear of God and
no respect for anyone, yet because this widow
keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice—so
that she may not wear me out by continually
coming to me.'
Jesus then said, "Listen to what the unjust judge
says. And will not God's chosen ones, who cry to
God day and night, be granted justice? Will God
delay helping them for a long time? I tell you,
God will quickly grant justice to them. And yet,
when the Son of Man comes, will he find [such]
faith on earth?”
P: The Gospel of our Lord!
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pr. Adrianne Meier

*HYMN OF THE DAY
If You But Trust in God to Guide You

ELW#769

*APOSTLES’ CREED
A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: In gratitude and humility, let us join together in
prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation.
Each petition ends:
A: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
Concluding petition:
A: With grateful hearts we commend our spoken
and silent prayers to you, O God; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
*SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share the peace with a wave, a bow, or maybe an
elbow, checking in with your neighbor for whatever
feels safe and conveys the spirit of peace and
reconciliation this ritual intends.

OFFERING
Please sign and pass the Together In Community
pads. Make note of the names of your neighbors so
you can introduce yourself after the service. These pads
and pencils are sanitized at the end of each service.
Gifts may be placed in the offering plate by the door or
you can also give on our website (stlconline.org). St.
Thomas collects gifts to support our mission of sharing,
living, and celebrating God's grace with all people. We
support Rose House LuMin and many local, national,
and international ministry partners.
8:30 a.m. only
CHOIR ANTHEM
Precious Lord, Take My Hand
arr. Roy Ringwald
11 a.m. only
CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Oh, Sing to the Lord
arr. Gerhard Cartford

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
P: God of marvelous things, Let the clink of the
coins in these plates be as the clapping of the
floods for you, O God. Let the clicks of the online
pledges resound as the waves of the sea and
everything in it. Let the quiet rustle of bills and
checks and pledge cards be as soft as the wind
drifting over the mountains who are singing
together for joy. Let the fervent prayers, the lofty
hopes, the quiet determination of these people
and these gifts be our song, our hymn of praise to
you, you who are doing such marvelous things!
And may the power of your Holy Spirit turn this
unfinished work, this earnest but not-quitesufficient music, into a great symphony of praise
until you come again. We pray this in Jesus'
name,
C: Amen.

*OFFERTORY HYMN
Praise and Thanks and Adoration
ELW#783
During the hymn, pledge cards may be brought
forward and placed in the plate.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: Let us pray. Gracious God, in your great love
you richly provide for our needs. Make of these
gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to
share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who
sets a table for all.
C: Amen.
+ MEAL +
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ... we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The thanksgiving may include this acclamation.
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.
*LORD’S PRAYER
Speak this prayer in your preferred language. The pastor
will continue when all versions are complete. Spanish is
provided on the next page.
C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo,
santificado sea tu nombre.
Venga tu reino.
Hágase tu voluntad
en la tierra como en el cielo.
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día.
Perdona nuestras ofensas
como también nosotros
perdonamos a los
que nos ofenden.
No nos dejes caer en tentación
y líbranos del mal.
Porque tuyo es el reino, tuyo es
el poder y tuya es la gloria,
ahora y siempre. Amén.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and
see.
We believe that God is our host and that all people are
welcome to this feast of grace, community, and
forgiveness. Come forward at the direction of the
ushers. Hand-torn bread or gluten-free wafers are
offered with pink wine or red grape juice in individual
cups. If you wish to receive a blessing, cross your arms
over your chest.
AGNUS DEI

COMMUNION HYMNS
Ask the Complicated Questions

ACS#1005

We Come to the Hungry Feast

ELW#479

*EUCHARISTIC BLESSING
C: Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Let us pray. God of the abundant table, you
have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread
for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that
we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake
of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

+ SENDING +
*BENEDICTION
P: The ocean roars. The floods clap the shores.
The wind sings over the hills. God is love and
grace, and God pours love and grace into the
world. And with God’s help, we are about to do
the same.
Go now, good people, to roar, clap, and sing, and
to give everything you’ve got, together for joy, in
the name of the Creator, the Sustainer, and the
Redeemer.
C: Amen.
*SENDING HYMN
What a Friend We Have in Jesus

ELW#742

*DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
***
We depart in peace to continue our worship
in lives of witness to Christ's love
in work, play, service, and care for creation.

The Liturgy is reprinted from
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, setting 1.
copyright © 2006 by permission of
Augsburg Fortress, license #SBT005707.
Hymns reprinted by permission listed
within and under OneLicense #A-724450.

At A Glance: This Week at St. Thomas
Sunday October 16
8:30 a.m.
Worship/Livestream Worship
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
9:45 a.m.
Intergenerational Confirmation-Adult
Class
11 a.m.
Worship
12:15 p.m.
Council Meeting
Monday October 17
7 p.m.
Outreach Committee Meeting
Tuesday October 18
10 a.m.
Property Committee Work Day
Wednesday October 19
5:30 p.m.
Affirmation of Baptism Preparation
Thursday October 20
7 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Sunday October 23
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
9:45 a.m.
Intergenerational Confirmation-Adult
Class
11 a.m.
Worship/Livestream Worship
2:30 p.m.
Bach Cantata Concert
6:30 p.m.
QPR Workshop

Announcements
Together for Joy: Stewardship 2023
Psalm 98 begins, ““O sing to God a new song, for God
has done marvelous things!” God fills us with joy and
gratitude even in moments of sorrow and
hopelessness. We are doing new things at St.
Thomas: sponsoring a refugee family, exploring an
online delegation with Sister Parish, singing new
hymns from All Creation Sings, hiring new staff,
hosting a table at Pridefest and Spence Pride,
sponsoring new retreats, and so much more. These
new things come out of who we have been and how
God has been faithful to our congregation in the past,
including through the pandemic. That is why we, as a
community, ask each other to share treasure—as well
as time and talent—and invest in our mission as a
congregation. Your generosity can and will make an
enormous difference. We are a community of hope.
We are a community committed to love and
justice. We are community that gathers, that sings
and worships, that shares and celebrates the new
things God is doing among us. Thank you for
pledging to our mission in 2023.

Livestream Changes
Beginning next Sunday, October 23, we are making
changes in the way we broadcast our livestream
service. First, in order to better accommodate
volunteers' and staff time, our livestream service will
now be broadcast at 11 a.m. In addition, the
children’s message and sermon will be available as
individual clips soon after the end of the 11 a.m.
service. All three videos will be available all week on
our YouTube account, which you can link to from our
website, stlconline.org. St. Thomas is committed to
our livestream service--to finding ways for our
members to participate in worship even when they
cannot be present in person and finding ways to
make viewers into friends. Thank you for your
flexibility during this transition.

Get Your STLC T-Shirts!
Show your STLC pride around town through an STLC
t-shirt! T-shirts are a rainbow tie-dye that says, “love
boldly”. T-shirts are available by pre-order only
through October 30, with shirts available to pick up in
mid-November. Youth sizes (S-L) are $15. Adult sizes
(S-4XL) are $20. You can order your shirts in the
narthex today or next Sunday, October 23, or order
online (with a $1/shirt processing fee). The proceeds
from the t-shirt sales will benefit the Youth Group.
Order on our website at https://stlconline.org/donateto-st-thomas-ministries/
Property Committee Work Day
The Property Committee meets Tuesday October 18
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. to paint, caulk, fix light bulbs,
and a wide variety of other small jobs—many of them
outdoors. Feel free to join us! For more information
contact Sam Eichmiller at 812-797-2807.

Reformation Celebration
Explore the Reformation on Reformation Sunday,
October 30, 2022. Join us in Community Hall from
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. for activities to learn more about
the Protestant Reformation and the Lutheran church
today. This is intended for folks of all ages and
children are invited to participate with an adult. We
will gather in room 12/13 from 9:45 – 10 a.m. and
then rotate through several short stations. You can
come for the whole hour or just part. This will be in
place of Sunday School on October 30.
High School Youth Group
Join us on Sunday, October 30 from 5:30-7:30
p.m. for youth group at First Presbyterian Church.
Our gathering will include dinner, a game and a faith
discussion. Hope to see you there! Please RSVP to
Pastor Lecia by Thursday, October 27.
Lunch for IU students
On the second Sunday of every month, St. Thomas
members will be cooking and serving lunch in room
17 next to the kitchen. Check the Welcome Desk in
the narthex to sign up.

Save the Dates! Opportunities to Gather Together
The Great St. Thomas-LuMin Bake Off on Saturday,
November 12 and Game Night at St. Thomas on
Saturday, November 19.
Young Worship Leaders
Students in second grade and up who have been
trained as acolytes are able to sign up to serve.
Students who are fluent readers are welcome to sign
up as lectors. Sign up here: https://bit.ly/36ECuVc
Call for Advent Devotions
This Advent, the O Antiphons, ancient names for God
from the book of Isaiah, will be our theme. Members
of St. Thomas are asked to contribute short devotions
(100-250 words) responding to one of these
messianic names (additional descriptions are
available in the newsletter). Devotions are not meant
to be fancy or heavily researched. Rather, what we
are hoping for are simple reflections and stories from
our members’ and friends’ walk with Christ. Please let
the church office know by October 23 that you plan
to write a devotion and submit finished devotions by
November 6. If you’d like help writing, contact Pr.
Adrianne, Pr. Lecia, or Vicar Amy.

QPR Suicide Prevention
On Sunday, October 23 at 6:30 - 8:30 p.m., we will
offer a suicide prevention training for adults. Just like
CPR, QPR (Question, Persuade, Refer) is an emergency
response to someone in crisis and can save lives. We
will learn about common myths surrounding suicidal
behavior, risk factors of suicide, how to recognize and
identify warning signs that someone is at risk for
suicide and learn how to help. This workshop is
intended for adults and is open to members and
friends of St Thomas. For more information or to sign
up, please contact Pastor Lecia.

The Bach Cantata Project
Music & the Arts Concert Series presents The
Bloomington Bach Cantata Project. Continuing its
thirteenth season, they present cantatas by Johann
Sebastian Bach in performances modeled on his own.
The format is unique: a performance of a cantata, a
short talk about it, and a second performance in
which we hope you hear new things. Performances
are free and take place on Sunday afternoons. at St.
Thomas. We are grateful for the support and look
forward to sharing this music with members of the St.
Thomas community. The next performance
opportunity is on Sunday October 23 at 2:30 p.m. "Es
ist das Heil uns kommen her" BWV 9, directed by
Martie Perry.

Pipes Spooktacular
Music & the Arts Concert Series presents the Pipes
Spooktacular Organ Concert, Friday, October 28 at 7
p.m., here at St. Thomas Lutheran Church, hosted by
the Bloomington American Guild of Organists
Chapter. Join the students and faculty of the IU Organ
Department for a family-friendly organ concert
featuring spooky pumpkin carols, fun organ pieces,
and classics like Bach's D Minor Toccata (tag-team
style). Come get some free candy while you enjoy
some scary organ music! Costumes are highly
encouraged, though not required.

Prayers for those with health and safety concerns
Elif Ogan, Jan Ellis, Caretta Van Ruler, Anne Smith,
Carole Kirsch, Tim Kirsch, Roger Sasse, Paula
Ionescu, Audrey Alpers, Deborah O’Brien, CaseyMarie, Mike Ost, Erin Wyatt, Bob Osborn, Andrew
Halvorson, Doug Bauder, Yvonne Leber, Jan
Coulter, Jeff Theis, Kathleen Boggess, Evelyn
Niemeyer, David Donath, Gloria Hitchcock, Tim
Beck, Margrethe O’Connor, Marilyn Saum, Michelle,
and Shanna.
Contact the church office for inclusion in this list of
concerns and to be included in the Sunday prayers.
A separate, confidential prayer chain is also
available. Contact Susan Colston at
skcolston@aol.com to join the prayer chain or
make a request for prayer.

Today's Worship Leaders
Altar Care: Barb Unger, Charlene Braun
Bread & Wine: Haley Hatton
8:30 a.m. Service
Assisting Minister: Kris Stewart
Lector: Karlyn Grise
Ushers: Gene & Gayl Laughman
Greeters: Jim Ward
Council Coordinator: Dawn Bakken
11 a.m. Service
Assisting Minister: Lyman Hitchcock
Lector: Susan Hiller
Ushers: Kim Filiatrault, Dennis Baurle
Greeters: Tim & Jennifer Garl
Council Coordinator: Randy Nye

Today’s altar flowers are given by
Kris Stewart in memory
of her husband, Frank Stewart.

ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Office Hours 9 a.m.- 4:30p.m.
Phone: (812) 332-5252
stlconline.org
Partners in ministry with
Lutheran Church of
the Living Waters
Cherokee, North Carolina
Linked with
Sister Parish
Igelsia Santo Domingo
de Guzman, Chichipate
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,
Izabal, Guatemala
In covenant with
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Pastor
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Pastoral Intern
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Erica Whichello,
Parish Administrator
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St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU
are Reconciling in Christ Ministries

We are a Christ-centered community that lives,
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people!

