
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Reign of Christ 
 

November 20, 2022  



SERVICE OF WORSHIP  
WITH HOLY COMMUNION  
AT 8:30 A.M. and 11 A.M. 

 
Welcome 

St. Thomas Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered 
community that lives, shares, and celebrates God’s 

grace with all people! 
 

Land Acknowledgement 
We acknowledge the Miami, Delaware, Potawatomi, 
and Shawnee people, the traditional stewards of the 
land on which we worship today. We acknowledge 
that they have occupied and cared for this land over 

countless generations, and we celebrate their 
continuing contributions to the life of this region. 

 
 

  



Worship Aids 
In this worship bulletin, worshipers are invited to 
stand at the places marked with an * and bold 

type denotes the congregation's response. Everything 
you need to participate in worship is found in this 

bulletin, except for the hymns which are found in the 
back third of the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship or 
the purple All Creation Sings under the seat in front of 

you. Assisted hearing devices and large print 
bulletins are available from an usher; the chairs with 

arms are reserved for people with mobility 
limitations. 

 
Children in Worship 

We welcome all children to worship with us—
including full participation in Holy Communion. 

Whether talking, crying, laughing, or singing, the 
sounds of children in worship are joyful sounds of 

praise. God put the wiggle in children, and we rejoice! 
Our Prayer Pond in the sanctuary and our unstaffed 
nursery are open for quiet, supervised play. Activity 

bags are available in the narthex. Children's bulletins 
are also available. 

 
 

  



A Note About Our Livestream Service 
Today's 11 a.m. service is livestreamed. Most rear-
row seats are out of view of the camera, but we 
cannot guarantee that any seat is off camera. By 

attending this service, you are giving permission to 
be in the video we produce.  

 
A Few Requests 

We ask that you silence your  
cell phone or electronic devices. 

We would love to pray for the concerns  
of your heart during this service.  

Prayer request slips are located on the table  
near the main doors. 



+ GATHERING + 
 
PRELUDE                  
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MINISTRY MOMENT        Kristin Marsh 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who 
redeems us in Christ Jesus, whose steadfast love 
endures forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
  



P:  Most merciful God, 
C:  we confess that we have sinned against you 
and our neighbors. We have ignored voices that 
call for your justice. We have neglected actions 
that witness to your righteousness. We have 
spoken and acted in ways that disrupt your 
beloved community. We truly repent of things 
we have done and left undone. For the sake of 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Restore our 
troubled spirits, so that we may live in newness, 
follow the way of the Spirit, and build up the 
body of Christ. Amen. 
 
P:  Rejoice and be glad! God hears the prayers of 
all who cry out, and restores us to life through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Therefore, I 
declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

 
*ENTRANCE HYMN     
Jesus Shall Reign        ELW#434 



 
  



*GREETING  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
C:  And also with you.  



*KYRIE  

  



*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 

 



 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. O God, our true life, to serve you is 
freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We 
worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to 
you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in 
us, and make this world into a fit habitation for 
your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 

+WORD+ 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE                           Pr. Lecia Beck 
  
FIRST READING        Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter 
the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. 
Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 
concerning the shepherds who shepherd my 
people: It is you who have scattered my flock, 
and have driven them away, and you have not 
attended to them. So I will attend to you for your 
evil doings, says the LORD. 

 
  



Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock 
out of all the lands where I have driven them, and 
I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall 
be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds 
over them who will shepherd them, who shall not 
fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be 
missing, says the LORD. 
 
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when 
I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, who 
shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall 
execute justice and righteousness in the land. In 
his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in 
safety. And this is the name by which he will be 
called: "The LORD is our righteousness." 

 
 L:  Word of God. Word of life. 
 C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
  



PSALM 46 

 
 
  1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 
   a very present | help in trouble. 
  2Therefore we will not fear, though the |   
   earth be moved, 
   and though the mountains shake in the  
   depths | of the sea; 
  3though its waters | rage and foam, 
   and though the mountains tremble | with  
   its tumult. 
  4There is a river whose streams make glad  
   the cit- | y of God, 
   the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
  5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be  
   shaken; 
   God shall help it at the | break of day. 
  6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 
   God speaks, and the earth | melts away. 
  7The LORD of | hosts is with us; 
   the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
  8Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 
   what desolations God has brought up- |  
   on the earth; 



  9behold the one who makes war to cease in |  
   all the world; 
   who breaks the bow, and shatters the   
   spear,  
   and burns the | shields with fire. 
  10"Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 
   I will be exalted among the nations; I will  
   be exalted | in the earth." 
  11The LORD of | hosts is with us; 
   the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
 
 SECOND READING       Colossians 1:11-20 

May you be made strong with all the strength 
that comes from God's glorious power, and may 
you be prepared to endure everything with 
patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the 
Father, who has enabled you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in the light. God has 
rescued us from the power of darkness and 
transferred us into the dominion of the beloved 
Son of God, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. 

 
Christ is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation; for in Christ all things in 
heaven and on earth were created, things visible 



and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or powers—all things have been created 
through him and for him. Christ himself is before 
all things, and in him all things hold together. 
Christ is the head of the body, the church; Christ is 
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that 
he might come to have first place in everything. 
For in Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, and through Christ to reconcile to God's 
own self all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, by making peace through the blood of 
his cross. 

 
 L:  Word of God. Word of life. 
 C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
  



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 

 
*HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 23:33-43, NRSV, emended 
 P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

twenty-third chapter.  
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When they came to the place that is called The 
Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, 
one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus 
said, "Father, forgive them; they do not know what 
they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his 
clothing. The people stood by watching while the 
leaders scoffed at him, saying, "He saved others; let 
him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, the 
Chosen One." The soldiers also mocked him—
coming up and offering him sour wine and saying, 
"If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" 
This inscription was placed over him and written in 



Greek, Latin and Hebrew (that is, Aramaic): "This is 
the King of the Jews." 
 
One of the criminals who was hanged there kept 
deriding him and saying, "Are you not the 
Messiah?  Save yourself and us!" But, the other 
rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God since 
you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation?  
 
We indeed have been condemned justly, and we 
are getting what we deserve for our actions; but 
this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, 
"Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom." Jesus replied, "Truly I tell you, today you 
will be with me in Paradise." 
 
P: The Gospel of our Lord! 

    C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 SERMON                Pr. Adrianne Meier 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY   
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence          ELW#490 



 
  



*APOSTLES’ CREED  
A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the 
 dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

  



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
A:  United with your saints across time and place, 
we pray for our shared world. 
 
Each petition ends: 
A:  Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
 
A:  Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those 
known only to you; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Share the peace with a wave, a bow, or maybe an 
elbow, checking in with your neighbor for whatever 
feels safe and conveys the spirit of peace and 
reconciliation this ritual intends. 
 

  



OFFERING 
Please sign and pass the Together In Community 
pads. Make note of the names of your neighbors so 
you can introduce yourself after the service. These 
pads and pencils are sanitized at the end of each 
service. 

 
Gifts may be placed in the offering plate by the door 
or you can also give on our website (stlconline.org). 
St. Thomas collects gifts to support our mission of 
sharing, living, and celebrating God's grace with all 
people. We support Lutheran Campus Ministries at 
IU/Rose House and many local, national, and 
international ministry partners.  

 
8:30 a.m. ADULT CHOIR  
What Wondrous Love is This   Michael J. Oczko 
 
11 a.m. CHILDREN’S CHOIR King of Kings 

 
*OFFERTORY HYMN       
God’s Work, Our Hands            ACS#1000 
verses 1 and 4 only 
 
  

http://stlconline.org/


 



*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A:  Let us pray. Blessed are you, Maker of all 
things. As you have entrusted us with all that you 
have created, now gather our gifts, nourish us 
with this sacrament, and send us to those who 
hunger and thirst, for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Savior.   
C:  Amen. 

 
+ MEAL + 

 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

 
  



P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ... we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

The thanksgiving may include this acclamation.  
C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come 
again. 

 
  



*LORD’S PRAYER 
Speak this prayer in your preferred language. The pastor 
will continue when all versions are complete. Norwegian 
is provided on the next page. 

 
C:  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on Earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
  



Vår Far i himmelen! 
La navnet ditt helliges. 
La riket ditt komme. 
La viljen din skje på jorden slik som i himmelen. 
Gi oss i dag vårt daglige brød, 
og tilgi oss vår skyld, 
slik også vi tilgir våre skyldnere. 
Og la oss ikke komme i fristelse, 
men frels oss fra det onde. 
For riket er ditt og makten og æren i evighet. 
Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P:  Christ spreads a table before you. Gather here 
with all the saints. 

 
We believe that God is our host and that all people 
are welcome to this feast of grace, community, and 
forgiveness. Come forward at the direction of the 
ushers. Hand-torn bread or gluten-free wafers are 
offered with pink wine or red grape juice in individual 
cups. If you wish to receive a blessing, cross your 
arms over your chest.  

 
  



LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS   
My Song is Love Unknown     ELW#343 
Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending  ELW#435 
 



 
  



 

 



 
 

*EUCHARISTIC BLESSING 
C:  Amen. 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A:  Let us pray. We give you thanks, most 
gracious God, that you have fed us with the bread 
of heaven and given us a foretaste of Paradise. 
Enliven us to be your body in the world and to 
serve those who are in need; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

  



+ SENDING + 
 
*BENEDICTION 

P:  The God of peace, who creates all things and 
calls them good, who makes us alive in Jesus, and 
who breathes on us the Spirit of hope, ☩ bless 
you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 

 
*SENDING HYMN    
Crown Him with Many Crowns        ELW#855 



 



*DISMISSAL 
P:  Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE     
 
 

*** 
 
 

We depart in peace to continue our worship  
in lives of witness to Christ's love  

in work, play, service, and care for creation. 
 
 
 
 

The Liturgy is reprinted from  
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, setting 3. 

copyright © 2006 by permission of  
Augsburg Fortress, license #SBT005707. 

Hymns reprinted by permission listed  
within and under OneLicense #A-724450.  



At A Glance: This Week at St. Thomas 
Sunday November 20 
8:30 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Advent Mini-Retreat 
11 a.m. Worship/Livestream Worship 
12:15 p.m. Annual Budget Meeting 
1:30 p.m. Council Meeting 
Thursday November 24 
Office Closed 
Friday November 25 
Office Closed 
Sunday November 27 First Sunday of Advent 
8:30 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
11 a.m. Worship/Livestream Worship 
12 p.m. Hanging of the Greens 
5:30 p.m. High School Youth Group 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Advent & Christmas 2022 
 
With Us: Advent and Christmas at St. Thomas  
Give shape and voice to our longings and hopes for 
ourselves, our families, and our world. See the link 
the Weekly Announcements in your inbox for social 
media graphics you can use to invite folks in your life 
to join us this season. 
 
Self-Guided Reflection  
Throughout the season, visit “The Great O Antiphons” 
in Heritage Hall, our art installation by artist Linda 
Henke. You can also visit and reflect on the artwork 
when you prepare for the season at the Advent Mini-
Retreat between worship services today. At the 
retreat, pick up a devotion book prepared by 
members of our community for the season. 
 
Meaningful Worship 
Worship with us on Sundays at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
as we prepare ourselves and our worship space for 
God-with-us. We will hang Chrismons on December 
4, hear the nativity story from our children on 
December 11, and connect with the global church 
through a Las Posadas-inspired service on December 
18. Join us for reflections on the Great O Antiphons 



and the music of Holden Evening Prayer in Heritage 
Hall on Wednesdays November 30, December 7 and 
14, at 7 p.m. 
 
Heartwarming Fellowship 
Experience the joy of the Christmas Story through the 
eyes of children with the Children's Christmas 
Program during the 11 am. worship on Sunday, 
December 11. Sink deeply into the faith of the 
ancient words of the O Antiphons at the Choir 
Concert on December 11 at 4 p.m.  Join us, too, for 
the delicious reception that follows in Heritage Hall. 
Sing out the Good News with Carols and Cider at 
Friendly Beasts Cidery on Sunday, December 18 at 2 
p.m. Enjoy tasty, seasonal cider from Friendly beasts 
and a sing-along lead by Matt and Pr. Adrianne 
Meier. Enjoy fellowship with creation and the return 
of the sun with a Shortest Day Solar Panel 
Dedication, Wednesday, December 21 at 5 p.m. 
 
Remembrance and Hope 
Culturally, December is meant to be a very joyous 
and happy time and can be mute when it comes to 
any kind of grief and sorrow. On the shortest day of 
the year, December 21, join us for The Longest 
Night: A Service of Remembrance and Hope, at 7 



p.m. in Heritage Hall. Vicar Amy Bartleson Balcam 
will preach. 
 
Joyful Celebration 
Celebrate the coming of God with us--giving hope to 
our longings--in Word and Meal, with Carols and 
Candlelight at our festival services on December 
24.  Families will especially enjoy our Wonder & 
Worship at 4 p.m. and the choir will lead our 
Candlelight & Carol worship at 8 p.m. On Sunday, 
December 25 at 9:30 a.m., bring the whole family for 
Stories, Songs, and PJs. Bring Christmas cookies to 
share and enjoy stories for children of God of all 
ages, timeless carols, and joyous 
fellowship. On Sunday, January 1 at 9:30 a.m., begin 
the new year with hope and joy. Celebrate that God 
is with us (and often with us in one another) today 
and throughout the year to come with fellowship and 
a potluck brunch. 
 
  



Announcements 
 
Donations Requested Today 
Looking to express some gratitude this 
Thanksgiving? St. Thomas is collecting small 
monetary gifts to support a family of a mother and 
her 3 children. This family's 3 year old has terminal 
brain cancer which requires treatment at Riley 
Hospital for Children. Unfortunately, Ronald 
McDonald House is full, so these gifts will assist with 
motel, gas, and food expenses during treatment. 
Cash donations are accepted today in the narthex 
and will be provided to the mother. Thank you for 
supporting this family! 
 

High School Youth Group 
Join us on Sunday, November 27 from 5:30 - 7:30 
p.m. for youth group at STLC. We will host the 
ecumenical youth group for dinner, a game, and a 
faith discussion. Hope to see you there! If you plan to 
join us on November 27, please RSVP to Pastor Lecia 
by Wednesday, November 23. 
 
  

mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com


Adult Class in Advent:  
A Book of Faith Study of Philippians  
The adult class on the four Sundays in Advent will be 
a study of Paul’s letter to the Philippians, taught by 
Dawn Bakken. This is part of the Book of Faith series 
(a longtime favorite at St. Thomas), which helps us 
understand the Bible from historical, literary, 
Lutheran, and devotional perspectives. Please join us 
beginning Sunday, November 27. 
 
Choir Concert and Reception 
As we anticipate the Advent Season of waiting and 
watching, we also anticipate the St. Thomas Choir 
Concert on Sunday, December 11, at 4 p.m. The 
theme of the concert will be the "O Antiphons." A 
reception will follow in Heritage Hall. The 
congregation is invited to contribute time and/or 
food items to the reception if possible. A sign-up form 
is on the Welcome Table in the narthex for you to 
review and decide if you are able to contribute in 
some way. 

  

http://debakken@msn.com
http://debakken@msn.com


Prayers for those with health and safety concerns 
Elif Ogan, Jan Ellis, Caretta Van Ruler, Anne Smith, 
Roger Sasse, Paula Ionescu, Audrey Alpers, 
Deborah O’Brien, Casey-Marie, Mike Ost, Bob 
Osborn, Andrew Halvorson, Doug Bauder, Yvonne 
Leber, Jan Coulter, Jeff Theis, Evelyn Niemeyer, 
David Donath, Tim Beck, Michelle, and Shanna. 
 
Contact the church office for inclusion in this list of 
concerns and to be included in the Sunday prayers. 
 
A separate, confidential prayer chain is also 
available. Contact Susan Colston at 
skcolston@aol.com to join the prayer chain or 
make a request for prayer. 

  



Today's Worship Leaders  
Altar Care: Mary Sasse, Charlene Braun 
 
8:30 a.m. Service 
Assisting Minister: Anna Harner 
Lector: Kris Stewart  
Crucifer: Stephanie Abel 
Ushers: Lynn & Ute Coyne 
Greeters: Mary Sasse 
Council Coordinator: Dawn Bakken 
 
11 a.m. Service 
Assisting Minister: Ashley Ahlbrand 
Lector: Janine Drake 
Crucifer: Kaye Hill 
Acolyte: Mary Rust 
Ushers: Marilyn Saum, Susan Hiller 
Greeters: Randy & Nancy Nye 
Council Coordinator: Ashley Ahlbrand 

 

The altar flowers this week  
are given by Stephanie Abel  
in memory of her sister, Julie. 

 



 
 
 

 
 

3800 East Third Street 
Bloomington, Indiana 47401 
Office Hours 9 a.m.- 4:30p.m. 
Phone: (812) 332-5252   
stlconline.org 
 
Partners in ministry with 
Lutheran Church of  
the Living Waters 
Cherokee, North Carolina 
 
Linked with 
Sister Parish 
Igelsia Santo Domingo  
de Guzman, Chichipate 
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,  
Izabal, Guatemala 
 
In covenant with 
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY  
AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian,  
Campus Pastor 
lutheran@indiana.edu 
Phone: (812) 333-2474 
lcmiu.org 
 

 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU 

are Reconciling in Christ Ministries 
 

ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We are a Christ-centered community that lives,  
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people! 

Rev. Adrianne Meier,  
Pastor 

pastor@stlconline.org  
 

Rev. Lecia Beck,  
Pastor of Youth  

and Christian Nurture 
christiannurture@stlconline.org 

 
Vicar Amy Bartleson Balcam 

Pastoral Intern 
intern@stlconline.org 

 
Erica Whichello,  

Parish Administrator 
parishadmin@stlconline.org 

 
Matthew Benkert 

Director of Music and Organist 
directorofmusic@stlconline.org 

 
Kathryn Davidson 

Adult Choir Director 
choir@stlconline.org  

 
Melissa de Graaf,  

Children's Choir Director 
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