First Sunday of Advent
November 27, 2022

We hope you feel welcome here.
St. Thomas Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered
community that lives, shares, and celebrates God’s
grace with all people!
As disciples of Christ who value the faith, gifts, and
ministry of all God’s people, and who seek justice,
racial equity, and reconciliation, we welcome all
God’s children to an inclusive community. This
welcome is extended without exception and
regardless of sex, race, national origin, educational
background, sexual orientation, gender identity,
gender expression, physical and mental ability, age,
or economic condition.
We hope you can participate fully in worship.
Everything needed to participate in today’s worship
is found in this bulletin. The hymns are found in the
back third of the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship
(ELW) or purple All Creation Sings (ACS) located under
the seat in front of you. Worshipers are invited to
stand as you are able at the places marked * and to
respond when indicated with bold type. We gently
remind you to silence all electronic devices.

Our youngest worshipers and their parents may
appreciate the Prayer Pond in the sanctuary or
listening to the service from our unstaffed nursery.
Activity bags are available in the narthex and
children's bulletins are available from an usher.
Assisted hearing devices and complete-service,
large-print bulletins are available from an usher.
The blue chairs with arms are reserved for people
with mobility limitations. Chairs may be removed to
place a wheelchair—ask an usher for help.
We hope you know Holy Communion is for you.
At communion, everyone is welcome. This includes
doubters, young children, and folks who have
yearned to be a part of this feast. Come forward at
the direction of an usher and receive hand-torn
bread or gluten-free wafers and pink wine or red
grape juice. If you have mobility limitations, please
take the closest available place at the altar, or ask
an usher that Communion be brought to you at
your seat.

We hope you know our welcome extends beyond
our building.
Today's 11 a.m. service is livestreamed. By
attending this service, you are giving permission to
be in the video we produce.
We hope you know we pray for you.
We would love to pray for the concerns of your
heart during this service. Prayer request slips are
located on the table near the main doors; prayer
requests made before the service begins will be
included in the Prayers of the People.

+ GATHERING +
PRELUDE
Spiritual Medley

Quartet
11 a.m. service only

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS BASED ON THE O
ANTIPHONS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God: God of
love, Prince of peace, Hope of unity.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess to God the wounds we create
and from which we suffer.
C: We confess our actions lacking wisdom, our
misuse of your mighty name, and the ways we
have curled in on ourselves when you have
called us to turn out toward one another. Kindle
in us the hope of your forgiveness that we may
have joy in your presence, now and
forever. Amen.

P: Hear this word: God is endless in mercy and
everlasting in majesty. God opens locked doors
and springs forth from hidden roots. God is
Wisdom, the Name, a Flame. God unfolds for us
the mystery of grace and makes a womb of all
this wounded world. For a world without, this God
promises to be God-with-us.
C: Amen.

*ENTRANCE HYMN
Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding

ELW#246

*GREETING
P: The peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, the love of Christ that guards our
hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*KYRIE

*HYMN OF PRAISE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and
come. Your longing for the redemption of the
world surpasses our own longing to be
redeemed. As we prepare to receive you as God
incarnate, remind us always of the inherent
goodness of creation and nurture our expectant
hope for the day you return in glory, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. C: Amen.

+WORD+
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

Pr. Lecia Beck

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

P: Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is
near. You hold us in our waiting and keep us
awake to the world. You show up in our lives at
unexpected times. Bless us as we light this candle
to keep vigil for your arrival. We trust that even
though we do not know the day or the hour, you
hurry to gather all people to your peace.
C: Amen.
FIRST READING
Genesis 1:1-5
In the beginning when God created the heavens
and the earth, the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a
wind from God swept over the face of the

waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and
there was light. And God saw that the light was
good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. God called the light Day, and the
darkness God called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day.
L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 8 (spoken responsively, assisting
minister/congregation)
1

O LORD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!—
2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens
out of the mouths of infants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your
enemies,
to silence the foe and avenger.
3
When I consider your heavens, the work of your
fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set in their
courses,
4what are mere mortals that you should be
mindful of them,
human beings that you should care for them?

5

Yet you have made them little less than divine;
with glory and honor you crown them.
6You have made them rule over the works of
your hands;
you have put all things under their feet:
7
all flocks and cattle,
even the wild beasts of the field,
8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths of the
sea.
9
O LORD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
SECOND READING
Romans 8:18-25
I consider that the sufferings of this present time
are not worth comparing with the glory about to
be revealed to us. For the creation waits with
eager longing for the revealing of the children of
God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not
of its own will but by the will of the one who
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be
set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain
the freedom of the glory of the children of
God. We know that the whole creation has been
groaning in labor pains until now; and not only
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first

fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait
for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For
in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is
not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if
we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it
with patience.
L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 24:32-44, NRSV, emended
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the
twenty-fourth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to the disciples, "About that day and
hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father.
For as the days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days
before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing
until the flood came and swept them all away, so
too will be the coming of the Son of Man.
Then two will be in the field; one will be taken
and one will be left. Two women will be grinding
meal together; one will be taken and one will be
left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know
on what day your Lord is coming.
But understand this: if the owner of the house
had known in what part of the night the thief was
coming, that owner would have stayed awake
and would not have let the house be broken into.

Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an unexpected hour."
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pr. Adrianne Meier

*HYMN OF THE DAY
Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying

ELW#436

*NICENE CREED
A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C: We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and Earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s
presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for
new hope.
A brief silence.
A: God of all, your children everywhere cry out for
mercy. Break down barriers of culture and custom
and unite people of all faiths in your redemptive
and healing work. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: We give you thanks for the good news shared in
word and deed at Living Waters Lutheran Church
in Cherokee, North Carolina. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: God of wonder, the earth trembles and we
cower in fear. Restore communities in Indonesia
decimated by an earthquake. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our
weapons into tools for serving the neighbor.
Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end

to war. We pray for lasting peace in the land of
Jesus’ birth and in Ukraine and all other places
where people are in conflict. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Our voices raise in lament over the deaths of
Kelly, Daniel, Derrick, Ashley, and Raymond in
Colorado Springs. We repent and condemn the
hate that caused their deaths. We pray that all
people, especially LGBTQIA+ people, people of
color, and people with disabilities, may grow, and
thrive, and live in you. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life
for everyone. Fill those who hunger. Comfort the
grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help
and hope to any who are sick or needing your care
especially Elif, Jan, Caretta, Anne, Roger, Paula,
Audrey, Deborah, Casey-Marie, Mike, Bob, Andrew,
Doug, Yvonne, Jan, Jeff, Evelyn, David, Tim,
Margrethe, Michelle, and Shanna. God, in your
mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

A: God of community, you are present when we
gather in your name. Keep us alert to unexpected
opportunities for mission. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: God of promise, your goodness is everlasting.
We give thanks for the lives of the faithful who
now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into
the company of all the saints with rejoicing. God, in
your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: God of our longing, you know our deepest
needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join
them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’
name we pray.
C: Amen.
*SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share the peace with a wave, a bow, or maybe an
elbow, checking in with your neighbor for whatever
feels safe and conveys the spirit of peace and
reconciliation this ritual intends.

OFFERING
Please sign and pass the Together In Community
pads. Make note of the names of your neighbors so
you can introduce yourself after the service. These
pads and pencils are sanitized at the end of each
service.
Gifts may be placed in the offering plate by the door
or you can also give on our website (stlconline.org).
St. Thomas collects gifts to support our mission of
sharing, living, and celebrating God's grace with all
people. We support Lutheran Campus Ministries at
IU/Rose House and many local, national, and
international ministry partners.
8:30 a.m.
ORGAN IMPROVISATION
11 a.m.
CHOIR ANTHEM
O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Alice Parker and Robert Shaw

*OFFERTORY HYMN
We Are Waiting for Jesus

ACS#905

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: Let us pray. God of abundance, we bring before
you the precious fruits of your creation, and with
them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as
we care for all those in need until the coming of
your Son, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

+ MEAL +
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of
the Redeemer, through whom you will also make
all things new in the day when he comes to
judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver
of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and
dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to
your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
P: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.

P: With this bread and cup we remember your
Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
C: Come, Lord Jesus.
P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among
us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring
the gift of peace on earth.
C: Come, Holy Spirit.
P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Speak this prayer in your preferred language. The pastor
will continue when all versions are complete. German is
provided on the next page.
C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Vater Unser, der Du bist im Himmel.
Geheiligt werde Dein Name.
Dein Reich komme,
Dein Wille geschehe, wie im Himmel, also auch
auf Erden.
Unser täglich Brot gib uns heute
und vergib uns unsere Schuld,
wie wir vergeben unsern Schuldigern.
Führe uns nicht in Versuchung
sondern erlöse uns vom Bösen,
denn Dein ist das Reich und die
Herrlichkeit in Ewigkeit.
Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has
come to save you.
We believe that God is our host and that all people are
welcome to this feast of grace, community, and
forgiveness. Come forward at the direction of the
ushers. Hand-torn bread or gluten-free wafers are
offered with pink wine and red grape juice in individual
cups. If you wish to receive a blessing, cross your arms
over your chest.

LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION HYMNS
The King Shall Come
Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning

ELW#260
ACS#949

*EUCHARISTIC BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Let us pray. Faithful God, in this meal you have
remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth
in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the
day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain
us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us
toward your promised future, coming to birth in
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
+ SENDING +
*BENEDICTION
P: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in
Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy
Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.
*SENDING HYMN
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

ELW#244

*DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Christ is near.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
***
We depart in peace to continue our worship
in lives of witness to Christ's love
in work, play, service, and care for creation.
The Liturgy is reprinted from
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, setting 9.
copyright © 2006 by permission of Augsburg
Fortress, license #SBT005707.
Hymns reprinted by permission listed
within and under OneLicense #A-724450.
Citation: A Confession and Forgiveness
Based on the O Antiphons is inspired
by “O Emmanuel” by Malcolm Guite.
Advent Wreath Lighting Prayers
Citation: Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved.

At A Glance: This Week at St. Thomas
Sunday November 27 First Sunday of Advent
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship/Livestream Worship
12 p.m.
Hanging of the Greens
5:30 p.m. High School Youth Group
Monday November 28
7 p.m.
Outreach Committee
Wednesday November 30
7 p.m.
Midweek Advent Service
Thursday December 2
7 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Saturday December 3
9:30 a.m. Children’s Christmas Pageant Rehearsal
10 a.m.
Great St. Thomas LuMin Bake Off
11 a.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Sunday December 4 Second Sunday of Advent
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m.
Worship/Livestream Worship

Announcements
Hanging of the Greens
All are welcome to help with the hanging of the
greens today after the 11 a.m. service.
Choir Concert and Reception
As we anticipate the Advent Season of waiting and
watching, we also anticipate the St. Thomas Choir
Concert on Sunday, December 11, at 4 p.m. The
theme of the concert will be the "O Antiphons." A
reception will follow in Heritage Hall. The
congregation is invited to contribute time and/or
food items to the reception if possible. A sign-up
form is on the Welcome Table in the narthex for
you to review and decide if you are able to
contribute in some way.
With Us: Advent and Christmas at St. Thomas
Give shape and voice to our longings and hopes
for ourselves, our families, and our world. See the
link the Weekly Announcements in your inbox for
social media graphics you can use to invite folks in
your life to join us this season.

Meaningful Worship
Worship with us on Sundays at 8:30 a.m. and 11
a.m. as we prepare ourselves and our worship
space for God-with-us. We will hang Chrismons on
December 4, hear the nativity story from our
children on December 11, and connect with the
global church through a Las Posadas-inspired
service on December 18. Join us for reflections on
the Great O Antiphons and the music of Holden
Evening Prayer in Heritage Hall on Wednesdays
November 30, December 7 and 14, at 7 p.m.

Heartwarming Fellowship
Experience the joy of the Christmas Story through
the eyes of children with the Children's Christmas
Program during the 11 a.m. worship on Sunday,
December 11. Sink deeply into the faith of the
ancient words of the O Antiphons at the Choir
Concert on December 11 at 4 p.m. Join us, too, for
the delicious reception that follows in Heritage Hall.
Sing out the Good News with Carols and Cider at
Friendly Beasts Cidery on Sunday, December 18 at
2 p.m. Enjoy tasty, seasonal cider from Friendly
beasts and a sing-along lead by Matt Meier and Pr.
Adrianne. Enjoy fellowship with creation and the
return of the sun with a Shortest Day Solar Panel
Dedication, Wednesday, December 21 at 5 p.m.
Remembrance and Hope
Culturally, December is meant to be a very joyous
and happy time and can be mute when it comes to
any kind of grief and sorrow. On the shortest day
of the year, December 21, join us for The Longest
Night: A Service of Remembrance and Hope, at 7
p.m. in Heritage Hall. Vicar Amy Bartleson Balcam
will preach.

Joyful Celebration
Celebrate the coming of God with us--giving hope
to our longings--in Word and Meal, with Carols and
Candlelight at our festival services on December
24. Families will especially enjoy our Wonder &
Worship at 4 p.m. and the choir will lead our
Candlelight & Carol worship at 8 p.m. On Sunday,
December 25 at 9:30 a.m., bring the whole family
for Stories, Songs, and PJs. Bring Christmas cookies
to share and enjoy stories for children of God of all
ages, timeless carols, and joyous
fellowship. On Sunday, January 1 at 9:30
a.m., begin the new year with hope and joy.
Celebrate that God is with us (and often with us in
one another) today and throughout the year to
come with fellowship and a potluck brunch.

Prayers for those with health and safety concerns
Elif Ogan, Jan Ellis, Caretta Van Ruler, Anne Smith,
Roger Sasse, Paula Ionescu, Audrey Alpers,
Deborah O’Brien, Casey-Marie, Mike Ost, Bob
Osborn, Andrew Halvorson, Doug Bauder, Yvonne
Leber, Jan Coulter, Jeff Theis, Evelyn Niemeyer,
David Donath, Tim Beck, Michelle, and Shanna.
Contact the church office for inclusion in this list of
concerns and to be included in the Sunday prayers.
A separate, confidential prayer chain is also
available. Contact Susan Colston at
skcolston@aol.com to join the prayer chain or
make a request for prayer.

Today's Worship Leaders
Altar care: Karen Rohlfing, Debbie Witt
Bread & Wine: Carol Seaman
8:30 a.m. Service
Assisting Minister: Allison Ward
Lector: Jim Ward
Ushers: Gene & Gayl Laughman
Greeter: Jim Ward
Council Coordinator: Frank Nierzwicki
11am Service
Assisting Minister: Mary Thomason-Smith
Lector: Mike Witt
Acolyte: Hope Meier
Lord’s Prayer Leader: Lucy Meier
Ushers: Dean Arnold, Kaye Hill
Greeters: Karen Rohlfing
The altar flowers this week are given
by Kathleen & Darrell Boggess
in celebration of their wedding anniversary
and the wedding anniversary
of Betty & Jerry Smith.

ST.
THOMASCoordinator:
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Council
Mike Witt
3800 East Third Street
Bloomington, Indiana 47401
Office Hours 9 a.m.- 4:30p.m.
Phone: (812) 332-5252
stlconline.org
Partners in ministry with
Lutheran Church of
the Living Waters
Cherokee, North Carolina
Linked with
Sister Parish
Igelsia Santo Domingo
de Guzman, Chichipate
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,
Izabal, Guatemala
In covenant with
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY
AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian,
Campus Pastor
lutheran@indiana.edu
Phone: (812) 333-2474
lcmiu.org

Rev. Adrianne Meier,
Pastor
pastor@stlconline.org
Rev. Lecia Beck,
Pastor of Youth
and Christian Nurture
christiannurture@stlconline.org
Vicar Amy Bartleson Balcam
Pastoral Intern
intern@stlconline.org
Erica Whichello,
Parish Administrator
parishadmin@stlconline.org
Matthew Benkert
Director of Music and Organist
directorofmusic@stlconline.org
Kathryn Davidson
Adult Choir Director
choir@stlconline.org
Melissa de Graaf,
Children's Choir Director

St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU
are Reconciling in Christ Ministries

We are a Christ-centered community that lives,
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people!

