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We hope you feel welcome here. 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered 
community that lives, shares, and celebrates God’s 
grace with all people! 
 
As disciples of Christ who value the faith, gifts, and 
ministry of all God’s people, and who seek justice, 
racial equity, and reconciliation, we welcome all 
God’s children to an inclusive community. This 
welcome is extended without exception and 
regardless of sex, race, national origin, educational 
background, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expression, physical and mental ability, age, 
or economic condition. 
 
We hope you can participate fully in worship. 
Everything needed to participate in today’s worship 
is found in this bulletin. The hymns are found in the 
back third of the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
(ELW) or purple All Creation Sings (ACS) located under 
the seat in front of you. Worshipers are invited to 
stand as you are able at the places marked * and to 
respond when indicated with bold type. We gently 
remind you to silence all electronic devices. 
 
  



Our youngest worshipers and their parents may 
appreciate the Prayer Pond in the sanctuary or 
listening to the service from our unstaffed nursery. 
Activity bags are available in the narthex and 
children's bulletins are available from an usher. 
 
Assisted hearing devices and complete-service, 
large-print bulletins are available from an usher. 
The blue chairs with arms are reserved for people 
with mobility limitations. Ushers can remove chairs 
to place a wheelchair. 
 
We hope you know Holy Communion is for you. 
At communion, everyone is welcome. This includes 
doubters, young children, and folks who have 
yearned for this feast. Come forward at the direction 
of an usher and receive hand-torn bread or gluten-
free wafers and pink wine or red grape juice. If you 
have mobility limitations, please take the closest 
available place at the altar, or ask an usher for 
Communion to be brought to you at your seat. 
 
 
  



We hope you know our welcome extends beyond 
our building. 
Today's service is livestreamed. By attending this 
service, you are giving permission to be in the video 
we produce.  
 
We hope you know we pray for you. 
We would love to pray for the concerns of your 
heart during this service. Prayer request slips are 
located on the table near the main doors; prayer 
requests made before the service begins will be 
included in the Prayers of the People. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



+ GATHERING + 
 
PRELUDE      
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the 
Word made flesh, our life and our salvation. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of 
God our Savior, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

  



P:  God of life, 
C:  you promise good news of great joy for all 
people, and call us to be messengers of your 
peace. We confess that too often we hoard our 
joy, our resources, and our security. We nurture 
conflict and build barriers. We neglect the needs 
of our neighbors and ignore the groaning of 
creation. Have mercy on us. Where we are self-
centered, open our hearts. Where we are 
reluctant, give us courage. Where we are cynical, 
restore our trust. Renew us with your grace and 
give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 
Amen. 
 
P:  Hear the good news: We are children of God 
and heirs of God’s promises through the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In ☩ Jesus we are 
forgiven and redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the 
ends of the earth shall know the salvation of God. 
C:  Amen. 
 

*ENTRANCE HYMN    
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice         ELW#288 
 



 



*GREETING 
P:  The peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, the love of Christ that guards our 
hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 

 
  



*KYRIE 

 



*HYMN OF PRAISE  

 



 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. O God of ancient blessing, your 
servant Mary pondered in her heart the treasured 
words spoken about her Son, our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Prepare our hearts to receive his Spirit, that 
our tongues may confess him Lord.  
C:  Amen.  

+WORD+ 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE        Pr. Lecia Beck 
 
FIRST READING           Isaiah 7:3-16 

Then the LORD said to Isaiah, “Go out to meet 
Ahaz, you and your son Shear-jashub, at the end 
of the conduit of the upper pool on the highway 
to the fuller’s field, and say to him: Take heed, be 
quiet, do not fear, and do not let your heart be 
faint because of these two smoldering stumps of 
firebrands, because of the fierce anger of Rezin 
and Aram and the son of Remaliah. Because 
Aram—with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah—has 
plotted evil against you, saying, ‘Let us go up 
against Judah and terrify it and conquer it for 
ourselves and make the son of Tabeel king in it’; 
therefore thus says the Lord GOD: 



It shall not stand, 
    and it shall not come to pass. 
For the head of Aram is Damascus, 
    and the head of Damascus is Rezin. 

(Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be shattered, 
no longer a people.) 

The head of Ephraim is Samaria, 
    and the head of Samaria is the son of 
Remaliah. 
If you do not stand firm in faith, 
    you shall not stand at all.” 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign 
of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 
high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and 
I will not put the LORD to the test.” Then 
Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 
little for you to weary mortals that you weary my 
God also? Therefore the Lord will give you a sign. 
Look, the young woman is with child and shall 
bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. He 
shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For 
before the child knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good, the land before whose two 
kings you are in dread will be deserted.  



PSALM 89:1-8, 14 

 
1Your love, O LORD, forever | will I sing; 
 from age to age my mouth will pro- | claim your 
faithfulness. 
2For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is 
estab- | lished forever; 
 you have set your faithfulness firmly | in the 
heavens. 
3"I have made a covenant with my | chosen one; 
 I have sworn an oath to Da- | vid my servant: 
4'I will establish your | line forever, 
 and preserve your throne for all | generations.'" 
5The heavens praise your won- | ders, O LORD, 
 and to your faithfulness in the assembly of the | 
holy ones; 
6for who in the skies can be compared | to the 
LORD? 
 Who is like the LORD a- | mong the gods?— 
7a God who is feared in the council of the | holy 
ones, 
 great and awesome to those | all around. 
8Who is like you, LORD | God of hosts? 
 O mighty LORD, your faithfulness is | all around 
you. 



14Righteousness and justice are the foundations | 
of your throne; 
 love and truth go be- | fore your face. 

 
SECOND READING          Philippians 2:9-13 

Therefore God exalted him even more highly 
    and gave him the name 
    that is above every other name, 
so that at the name given to Jesus 
    every knee should bend, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess 
    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always 
obeyed me, not only in my presence but much 
more now in my absence, work on your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who 
is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to 
work for God’s good pleasure. 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

*HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 2:15-21 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first 
chapter.  
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord has made known 
to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph and the child lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child, and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them, and Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, just as it had been told them. 



When the eighth day came, it was time to 
circumcise the child, and he was called Jesus, the 
name given by the angel before he was conceived 
in the womb. 

P: The Gospel of our Lord! 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

  SERMON             Pr. Adrianne Meier 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY      
Love Has Come                 ELW#292 

  



*NICENE CREED 
A: Together, let us confess our faith. 

 C:  We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and Earth,  
 of all that is,  
 seen and unseen.  

 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  

 he came down from heaven;  
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the  

   virgin Mary 
 and became truly human.  

  For our sake he was crucified under  
    Pontius Pilate;  

 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures;  



 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

  He will come again in glory to judge the 
   living and the dead,  

 and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 
  of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

  and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic  

  Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the    

  forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
A: United with the great cloud of witnesses 
throughout the ages, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
A:  Guide your church to confess you as Majesty, 
Mercy, and Mystery. Fill us with wonder at the 
good and saving news of Jesus. May we 
treasure your words and meditate upon them, 
that we reveal your glory to the world with 
humility and hope. Hear us, O God.  
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
A:  Earth-Maker, Pain-Bearer and Life-Giver: you 
set the moon and stars in their courses. You are 
mindful of every work of your hand: flocks and 
cattle, birds and fish, seas and fields. Make us 
wise stewards of your creation. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 

  



A:  Bless the nations with your grace and peace, 
Sovereign, Savior and Shelter. Inspire and 
uphold treaties, cease-fires, and international 
agreements that seek to calm strife between 
nations. Shield all those who work to protect 
vulnerable populations from exploitation or 
danger. Hear us, O God.  
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
A:  Creator, Christ, and Compassion, we seek 
your loving care in times of need. Heal those 
wounded by hurtful words. Console all who are 
weighed down by depression and anxiety. Call 
by name any who feel unloved, misunderstood, 
or rejected. Heal the sick, especially Elif, Jan, 
Caretta, Roger, Paula, Audrey, Deborah, Casey-
Marie, Mike, Bob, Andrew, Doug, Yvonne, Jan, 
Jeff, Evelyn, Margrethe, and Helen. Hear us, O 
God.  
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

  



A:  Reveal yourself to us in the fullness of time, 
Parent, Partner, and Friend. Give us gratitude for 
what has been and hope for what is to come. 
Grace us with your presence during transitions: 
new jobs or schools, new homes, new 
diagnoses, or new relationships. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
A:  God who brings us to life, calls us to 
freedom, and moves between us with love, with 
thanksgiving, we remember all the saints who 
proclaimed the name of Jesus in life and who 
now rest in glory. Show us our inheritance as 
adopted heirs of eternal life. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
A:  In the company of your saints we commend 
all for whom we pray, trusting in your eternal 
mercy and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior 
and Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

 

  



*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Share the peace with a wave, a bow, or maybe an 
elbow, checking in with your neighbor for whatever 
feels safe and conveys the spirit of peace and 
reconciliation this ritual intends. 

 
OFFERING 

Please sign and pass the Together In Community 
pads. Make note of the names of your neighbors so 
you can introduce yourself after the service. These 
pads and pencils are sanitized at the end of each 
service. 
 
Gifts may be placed in the offering plate by the door 
or you can also give on our website (stlconline.org). St. 
Thomas collects gifts to support our mission of 
sharing, living, and celebrating God's grace with all 
people. We support Lutheran Campus Ministries at 
IU/Rose House and many local, national, and 
international ministry partners.  

 
OFFERTORY       ORGAN IMPROVIZATION 
 
  

http://stlconline.org/


*OFFERTORY HYMN   
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly               ELW#276 

 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A:  Let us pray. God of abundance, receive and 
bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts 
with the song of the angels, and gather us at your 
table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with 
all the world the abundance of your grace upon 
grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made 
flesh. 
C:  Amen.  



+ MEAL + 
 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of 
the Redeemer, through whom you will also 
make all things new in the day when he comes 
to judge the world in righteousness. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn:  



 
 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver 
of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and 
dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to 
your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh.  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 



is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 
all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
  
P: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come 
again.  
 
P: With this bread and cup we remember your 
Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and 
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among 
us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in 
us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
  



P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of 
Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 
High, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Speak this prayer in your preferred language. The pastor 
will continue when all versions are complete. Kreyòl 
Ayisyen is provided on the next page. 

 
C:  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on Earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
 



Papa nou ki nan syèl la, 
Nou mande pou yo toujou respekte non ou. 
Vin tabli gouvènman ou, 
pou yo fè volonte ou sou latè, tankou yo fè li 
nan syèl la. 
Pen nou bezwen an, ban nou li jòdi a. 
Padonnen tou sa nou fè ki mal, 
menm jan nou padonnen moun ki fè nou mal. 
Pa kite nou nan pozisyon pou nou tonbe nan 
tantasyon, 
men, delivre nou anba Satan. 
Paske, se pou ou tout otorite, tout pouvwa ak 
tout louwanj, depi tout tan ak pou tout tan. 
Amèn. 

 
 
  



*INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P:  Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table 
of peace. 
 
We believe that God is our host and that all people are 
welcome to this feast of grace, community, and 
forgiveness. Come forward at the direction of the 
ushers. Hand-torn bread or gluten-free wafers are 
offered with pink wine and red grape juice in 
individual cups. If you wish to receive a blessing, cross 
your arms over your chest.  

 
LAMB OF GOD 

 
 



COMMUNION HYMN    
What Child is This            ELW#296 

 



*EUCHARISTIC BLESSING    
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
C:  Amen. 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A:  Let us pray. God our redeemer, you have fed 
us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 
As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as 
messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the 
good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

+ SENDING + 
 
FAREWELL AND GODSPEED 
 
*BENEDICTION   

P:  God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant 
you grace and truth, and the Spirit send peace 
upon your hearts, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 

 
  



*SENDING HYMN    
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name      ELW#634 

 



*DISMISSAL 
A:  Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim 
this good news. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 POSTLUDE      

 
 

*** 
 
 

We depart in peace to continue our worship  
in lives of witness to Christ's love 

 in work, play, service, and care for creation. 
 
 

The Liturgy is reprinted from  
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, setting 3. 

copyright © 2006 by permission of  
Augsburg Fortress, license #SBT005707. 

Hymns reprinted by permission listed  
within and under OneLicense #A-724450. 

 
 

 
  



At A Glance: This Week at St. Thomas 
Sunday January 1 New Years Day 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
Monday January 2 
7 p.m. Mission Committee Meeting 
Tuesday January 3 
6:30 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting 
Wednesday January 4 
12 p.m. Prayer at Noon on Zoom 
8:30 p.m. Executive Committee Meeting 
Saturday January 7 
9 a.m. Epiphany Retreat 
Sunday January 8 
8:30 a.m. Worship/Livestream Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 
11 a.m. Worship 
1 p.m. Internship Committee Meeting 

 

 

 

 

  



Announcements 
 
Epiphany Retreat 
As a new year dawns, join us for a half-day retreat 
to begin with presence and intention in your 
relationships. Our retreat, Friendship in the Spirit: 
Rituals and Relationships for Pandemic/Post-
Pandemic Loneliness, will explore patterns of 
relationship and aloneness in our lives, help us 
explore and name places in our lives now that are 
particularly lonely, and offer quiet exploration of the 
kinds of mutual, vulnerable relationships God 
created us for. Adults and teens can invite a friend 
or enjoy the morning alone. We will gather in 
Heritage Hall on Saturday, January 7, 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m.; a light breakfast will begin at 8:30 a.m. Please 
sign up on the clipboard at the Welcome Desk.  
 
Prayer at Noon on Zoom 
Need a quiet moment to connect with God? Join us 
for thirty minutes of prayer, Scripture reading, 
silence, and conversation at noon Zoom on the first 
Wednesday of the month. Join us on January 4 
here: https://bit.ly/3jVA3k0 
 
  

https://bit.ly/3jVA3k0


Women’s Bible Study 
Join the Women's Bible Study to revive your soul in 
2023.  We begin with a 4-month study of the 10 
Commandments. The commandments are more 
than they appear at first glance! Get ready to 
explore old and new interpretations of God's Laws 
using Luther's Small and Large Catechisms. Our 
meeting in January is the second Sunday, January 8 
in room 14. We meet between the services at 9:45 
a.m. 
 
  



Prayers for those with health and safety concerns 
Elif Ogan, Jan Ellis, Caretta Van Ruler, Roger Sasse, 
Paula Ionescu, Audrey Alpers, Deborah O’Brien, 
Casey-Marie, Mike Ost, Bob Osborn, Andrew 
Halvorson, Doug Bauder, Yvonne Leber, Jan Coulter, 
Jeff Theis, Evelyn Niemeyer, Margrethe O'Connor, 
and Helen Kane. 
 
Contact the church office for inclusion in this list of 
concerns and to be included in the Sunday prayers. 
 
A separate, confidential prayer chain is also 
available. Contact Susan Colston at 
skcolston@aol.com to join the prayer chain or make 
a request for prayer. 
  



Today's Worship Leaders  
Altar care: Jan Sinn, Pauline Caldwell 
Bread & Wine: Carol Seaman 
 
9:30 a.m. Service 
Assisting Minister: Debbie Witt 
Lectors: Mike Witt 
Ushers: Randy & Nancy Nye 
Council Coordinator: Dawn Bakken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The altar flowers this week  
by Marilyn Saum  

in memory of her mother Helen Findlay  
who was born January 2, 1906. 

 
 
 
 



 

3800 East Third Street 
Bloomington, Indiana 47401 
Office Hours 9 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 
Phone: (812) 332-5252   
stlconline.org 
 
Partners in ministry with 
Lutheran Church of  
the Living Waters 
Cherokee, North Carolina 
 
Linked with 
Sister Parish 
Igelsia Santo Domingo  
de Guzman, Chichipate 
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,  
Izabal, Guatemala 
 
In covenant with 
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY  
AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian  
Campus Pastor 
lutheran@indiana.edu 
Phone: (812) 333-2474 
lcmiu.org 
 

Rev. Adrianne Meier  
Senior Pastor 

pastor@stlconline.org  
 

Rev. Lecia Beck  
Pastor of Youth and Christian Nurture 

christiannurture@stlconline.org 
 

Vicar Amy Bartleson Balcam 
Pastoral Intern 

intern@stlconline.org 
 

Erica Whichello  
Parish Administrator 

parishadmin@stlconline.org 
 

Matthew Benkert 
Director of Music and Organist 
directorofmusic@stlconline.org 

 
Kathryn Davidson 

Adult Choir Director 
choir@stlconline.org  

 
Melissa de Graaf  

Children's Choir Director 
 
 

 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU 

are Reconciling in Christ Ministries 
 

ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We are a Christ-centered community that lives,  
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people! 
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