
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

December 4, 2022 
 
 
  



We hope you feel welcome here. 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered 
community that lives, shares, and celebrates God’s 
grace with all people! 
 
As disciples of Christ who value the faith, gifts, and 
ministry of all God’s people, and who seek justice, 
racial equity, and reconciliation, we welcome all 
God’s children to an inclusive community. This 
welcome is extended without exception and 
regardless of sex, race, national origin, educational 
background, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expression, physical and mental ability, age, 
or economic condition. 
 
We hope you can participate fully in worship. 
Everything needed to participate in today’s worship 
is found in this bulletin. The hymns are found in the 
back third of the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
(ELW) or purple All Creation Sings (ACS) located under 
the seat in front of you. Worshipers are invited to 
stand as you are able at the places marked * and to 
respond when indicated with bold type. We gently 
remind you to silence all electronic devices. 
 
  



Our youngest worshipers and their parents may 
appreciate the Prayer Pond in the sanctuary or 
listening to the service from our unstaffed nursery. 
Activity bags are available in the narthex and 
children's bulletins are available from an usher. 
 
Assisted hearing devices and complete-service, 
large-print bulletins are available from an usher. 
The blue chairs with arms are reserved for people 
with mobility limitations. Chairs can be removed to 
place a wheelchair—ask an usher for help. 
 
We hope you know Holy Communion is for you. 
At communion, everyone is welcome. This includes 
doubters, young children, and folks who have 
yearned for this feast. Come forward at the direction 
of an usher and receive hand-torn bread or gluten-
free wafers and pink wine or red grape juice. If you 
have mobility limitations, please take the closest 
available place at the altar, or ask an usher for 
Communion to be brought to you at your seat. 
 
 
  



We hope you know our welcome extends beyond 
our building. 
Today's 8:30 a.m. service is livestreamed. By 
attending this service, you are giving permission to 
be in the video we produce.  
 
We hope you know we pray for you. 
We would love to pray for the concerns of your 
heart during this service. Prayer request slips are 
located on the table near the main doors; prayer 
requests made before the service begins will be 
included in the Prayers of the People. 
  



 
+ GATHERING + 

 
 PRELUDE      
 
 WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS BASED ON   
 THE O ANTIPHONS 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God: God of 
love, Prince of peace, Hope of unity. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess to God the wounds we create 
and from which we suffer. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: Lord of Lords, 
C:  we confess our actions lacking wisdom, our 
misuse of your mighty name, and the ways we 
have curled in on ourselves when you have 
called us to turn out toward one another.  Kindle 
in us the hope of your forgiveness that we may 
have joy in your presence, now and 
forever.  Amen. 



 
P:  Hear this word: God is endless in mercy and 
everlasting in majesty. God opens locked doors 
and springs forth from hidden roots. God is 
Wisdom, the Name, a Flame. God unfolds for us 
the mystery of grace and makes a womb of all 
this wounded world. For a world without, this God 
promises to be God-with-us.   
C:  Amen. 

 
*ENTRANCE HYMN     
There’s a Voice in the Wilderness     ELW#255 



 
  



*GREETING 
P:  The peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, the love of Christ that guards our 
hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C:  And also with you. 
 
*KYRIE 
 

 



 
 
 

 



*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to 
prepare the way of your only Son. When our 
labor is fruitless and the fields of our heart lie 
fallow, we are heartsick for a future we cannot yet 
imagine. Grow within us a longing for your kin-
dom, and help us bear hope for a world 
redeemed, for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C:  Amen.  



+WORD+ 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE        Pr. Lecia Beck 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                               

 
 

 
 
P:  Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to 
start again. You fasten righteousness around your 
waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. 
Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these 
simple flames, and teach us to mirror your justice 
in the paths we prepare. We ask that peace 
abound, until none hurt or destroy over all the 
earth. 
C:  Amen. 
 

  



FIRST READING                                     Isaiah 54:1-8 
Sing, O barren one who did not bear; 
   burst into song and shout, 
   you who have not been in labor! 
For the children of the desolate woman will be 
 more 
   than the children of her that is married, says 
 the LORD. 
Enlarge the site of your tent, 
   and let the curtains of your habitations be 
 stretched out; 
do not hold back; lengthen your cords 
   and strengthen your stakes. 
For you will spread out to the right and to the left, 
   and your descendants will possess the nations 
   and will settle the desolate towns. 

Do not fear, for you will not be ashamed; 
   do not be discouraged, for you will not suffer 
 disgrace; 
for you will forget the shame of your youth, 
   and the disgrace of your widowhood you will 
 remember no more. 
For your Maker is your husband, 
   the LORD of hosts is his name; 
the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer, 
   the God of the whole earth he is called. 



For the LORD has called you 
   like a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit, 
like the wife of a man’s youth when she is cast 
 off, 
   says your God. 
For a brief moment I abandoned you, 
   but with great compassion I will gather you. 
In overflowing wrath for a moment 
   I hid my face from you, 
but with everlasting love I will have compassion 
 on you, 
   says the LORD, your Redeemer. 

 L:  Word of God, word of life. 
 C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 PSALM 113 (spoken responsively,  

assisting minister/congregation) 
1Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the 
 LORD; 
 praise the name of the LORD. 
2Let the name of the LORD be blessed, 
 from this time forth forevermore. 
3From the rising of the sun to its going down 
 let the name of the LORD be praised. 
4The LORD is high above all nations; 
 God's glory above the heavens. 



5Who is like the LORD our God, who sits 
 enthroned on high, 
 but stoops to behold the heavens and the 
 earth? 
6The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust 
 and lifts up the poor from the ashes, 
7enthroning them with the rulers, 
 with the rulers of the people. 
8The LORD makes the woman of a childless 
 house 
 to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah! 

 
SECOND READING            Hebrews 11:8-13 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to 
set out for a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where 
he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the 
land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, 
living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were 
heirs with him of the same promise. For he 
looked forward to the city that has foundations, 
whose architect and builder is God. By faith he 
received power of procreation, even though he 
was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—
because he considered him faithful who had 
promised. Therefore from one person, and this 



one as good as dead, descendants were born, ‘as 
many as the stars of heaven and as the 
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.’ 

All of these died in faith without having received 
the promises, but from a distance they saw and 
greeted them. They confessed that they were 
strangers and foreigners on the earth, 

 L:  Word of God, word of life. 
 C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 
 
  



*HOLY GOSPEL                          Luke 1:5-17, 24-25  
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first 
chapter.  

 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a 
priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the 
priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a 
descendant of Aaron, and her name was 
Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before 
God, living blamelessly according to all the 
commandments and regulations of the Lord. But 
they had no children, because Elizabeth was 
barren, and both were getting on in years. 

Once when he was serving as priest before God 
and his section was on duty, he was chosen by 
lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to 
enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer 
incense. Now at the time of the incense-offering, 
the whole assembly of the people was praying 
outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of 
the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of 
incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was 
terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the 
angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, 
for your prayer has been heard. Your wife 



Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name 
him John. You will have joy and gladness, and 
many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great 
in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine 
or strong drink; even before his birth he will be 
filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the 
people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the 
spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to 
turn the hearts of parents to their children, and 
the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to 
make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ 

After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and 
for five months she remained in seclusion. She 
said, ‘This is what the Lord has done for me when 
he looked favorably on me and took away the 
disgrace I have endured among my people.’ 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

  SERMON                Pr. Adrianne Meier 
 
  



*HYMN OF THE DAY      
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry        ELW#249 
He Came Down              ELW#253 
 

During the singing of the hymns, we invite you to 
help hang a Chrismon on the tree. Please help those 
who cannot reach the higher branches. 



 



 
 
*NICENE CREED  

A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 
 C:  We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and Earth,  
 of all that is,  
 seen and unseen.  



 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father: 
 through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  

 he came down from heaven;  
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the    

  virgin Mary 
 and became truly human.  

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius  
  Pilate;  

 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

  He will come again in glory to judge the   
  living and the dead,  

 and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver  
  of life,  



 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

  and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic  

  Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the     

  forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
A:  As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s 
presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 
new hope. 

 
A brief silence. 

 
A:  God, you renew the church in every age. We 
give thanks for hymn writers and theologians. 
Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to delight 
and instruct your people. God, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer. 

 
  



A:  You give us a vision of creation in harmony, 
when hurting and destruction will be no more. 
Teach us to be stewards of the earth and 
companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and 
wholeness what human greed has harmed. God, in 
your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer. 

 
A:  You defend the cause of all who are poor and 
oppressed. Raise up leaders who will govern with 
equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, 
lawmakers, and public officials to protect the rights 
of those who cannot advocate for themselves. God, 
in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer. 

 
A:  You deliver those in need from suffering and 
fear. Come to the aid of any who are exploited or 
abused, especially children, elders, and victims of 
human trafficking. Provide safety and help to our 
neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those 
fleeing violence. God, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer. 

 
  



A:  You urge your people to welcome one another 
as you have welcomed us. Nurture ministries of 
hospitality and care, especially Beacon, MCUM, 
New Hope, St Vincent de Paul and Bloomington 
Refugee Support Network. We pray for people who 
are homebound, hospitalized, or separated from 
loved ones, especially Elif, Jan, Caretta, Anne, 
Roger, Paula, Audrey, Deborah, Casey-Marie, Mike, 
Bob, Andrew, Doug, Yvonne, Jan, Jeff, Evelyn, 
Margrethe and Jerry. God, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer. 

 
A:  You embrace all who have died trusting in your 
promises, and we give thanks for their faithful 
witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with 
them in the joy of your eternal presence. God, in 
your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer. 

 
A:  God of our longing, you know our deepest 
needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join 
them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. 
C:  Amen. 

 

  



*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Share the peace with a wave, a bow, or maybe an 
elbow, checking in with your neighbor for whatever 
feels safe and conveys the spirit of peace and 
reconciliation this ritual intends. 
 

OFFERING 
Please sign and pass the Together In Community 
pads. Make note of the names of your neighbors so 
you can introduce yourself after the service. These 
pads and pencils are sanitized at the end of each 
service. 

 
Gifts may be placed in the offering plate by the door 
or you can also give on our website (stlconline.org). 
St. Thomas collects gifts to support our mission of 
sharing, living, and celebrating God's grace with all 
people. We support Lutheran Campus Ministries at 
IU/Rose House and many local, national, and 
international ministry partners.  

  

http://stlconline.org/


8:30 a.m. service only 
CHOIR ANTHEM     
Word of God Come Down on Earth      

John Ferguson 
11 a.m. service only  
ORGAN IMPROVISATION 

 
 

*OFFERTORY HYMN     
We Are Waiting for Jesus             ACS#905 
 

  



*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A:  Let us pray. God of abundance, we bring before 
you the precious fruits of your creation, and with 
them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as 
we care for all those in need until the coming of 
your Son, our Savior and Lord.  
C:  Amen. 

 

+ MEAL + 
 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
  
  



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of 
the Redeemer, through whom you will also make 
all things new in the day when he comes to 
judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn:  

 



 
 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver 
of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and 
dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to 
your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh.  



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 
my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
  
P: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come 
again.  
 
P: With this bread and cup we remember your 
Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and 
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

  



P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among 
us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring 
the gift of peace on earth. 
C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

  



*LORD’S PRAYER 
Speak this prayer in your preferred language. The pastor 
will continue when all versions are complete. Ukrainian is 
provided on the next page. 

 
C:  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on Earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

  



Otche nash, shcho yesi na nebesakh,  
nekhai sviatit’sia Im’ia Tvoie.  
Khai priide Tsarstvo Tvoie,  
nekhai bude volia Tvoia  
Yak na nebi, tak i na zemli.  
Khlib nash nasushchnyi dai nam s’ohodni.  
I prosty nam provyny nashi,  
yak i my proshchaiemo vynuvatsiam nashym.  
I ne vvedy nas u spokusu,  
ale vyzvoly nas vid lukavoho.  
Bo Tvoie ye Tsarstvo, i sila, i slava naviky.  
Amin’. 

 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

P:  Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who 
has come to save you. 

 
We believe that God is our host and that all people are 
welcome to this feast of grace, community, and 
forgiveness. Come forward at the direction of the 
ushers. Hand-torn bread or gluten-free wafers are 
offered with pink wine and red grape juice in individual 
cups. If you wish to receive a blessing, cross your arms 
over your chest.  

 



LAMB OF GOD 

 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS   
Savior of the Nations, Come         ELW#263 
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus     ELW#254 
 
  



 

 
  



 

 
 
*EUCHARISTIC BLESSING 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 

 C:  Amen. 
 
  



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. Faithful God, in this meal you have 
remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth 
in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the 
day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain 
us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us 
toward your promised future, coming to birth in 
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

 C: Amen.  
 

+ SENDING + 
 
*BENEDICTION   

P:  God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in 
Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 

 
*SENDING HYMN      
Hark, the Glad Sound!                    ELW#239 
  



 
  



*DISMISSAL 
 A:  Go in peace. Christ is near. 
 C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 POSTLUDE      

 
*** 

 
We depart in peace to continue our worship  

in lives of witness to Christ's love  
in work, play, service, and care for creation. 

 
The Liturgy is reprinted from  

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, setting 9. 
copyright © 2006 by permission of  

Augsburg Fortress, license #SBT005707. 
Hymns reprinted by permission listed  

within and under OneLicense #A-724450. 
 

Citation: A Confession and Forgiveness  
Based on the O Antiphons  

is inspired by “O Emmanuel” by Malcolm Guite. 
 

Advent Wreath Lighting Prayers 
Citation: Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress.  

All rights reserved. 



At A Glance: This Week at St. Thomas 
Sunday December 4 Second Sunday of Advent 
8:30 a.m. Worship/Livestream Worship  
9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
11 a.m. Worship 
Monday December 5 
7 p.m. Mission Committee Meeting 
Tuesday December 6 
6:30 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting 
Wednesday December 7 
12 p.m. Prayer at Noon on Zoom 
7 p.m. Advent Midweek Service 
Thursday December 8 
7 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal 
Saturday December 10 
9:30 a.m. Children’s Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
11 a.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday December 11 Third Sunday of Advent 
8:30 a.m. Worship/Livestream Worship  
9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
9:45 a.m. Women’s Bible Study  
11 a.m. Worship 
  Children’s Christmas Pageant  
12 p.m. LuMin Lunch 
4 p.m. Adult Choir Concert  

 



 

 

 

The Moravian Star, featured prominently in our 
worship space, is a symbol of the hope of Advent. 
The Moravian Star emerged around 1850 out of the 
evening handicraft sessions of the Moravian Boys’ 
School in Niesky, Germany. Later an alumnus of the 
school, Pieter Verbeek, began commercial production 
of the star in his home, which developed into the 
Herrnhut Star Factory. Now, the star is shipped 
throughout the world. We display it as a beacon of 
welcome for the Christ Child and for you--that you 
may rest and celebrate in this space, in this time.  
  



 
Prayers for those with health and safety concerns 
Elif Ogan, Jan Ellis, Caretta Van Ruler, Anne Smith, 
Roger Sasse, Paula Ionescu, Audrey Alpers, Deborah 
O’Brien, Casey-Marie, Mike Ost, Bob Osborn, Andrew 
Halvorson, Doug Bauder, Yvonne Leber, Jan Coulter, 
Jeff Theis, Evelyn Niemeyer, Margrethe O'Connor, 
and Jerry. 
 
Contact the church office for inclusion in this list of 
concerns and to be included in the Sunday prayers. 
 
A separate, confidential prayer chain is also available. 
Contact Susan Colston at skcolston@aol.com to join 
the prayer chain or make a request for prayer. 
  



Today's Worship Leaders  
Altar care: Ute Coyne, Jennifer Garl  

and Haley Hatton 
Bread & Wine: Kathleen Boggess 
 
8:30 a.m. Service 
Assisting Minister: Karlyn Grise 
Lectors: Barb & Kent Unger 
Ushers: Jim & Marti Doering  
Greeters: David Ellies  
Council Coordinator: Ashley Ahlbrand 
  
11 a.m. Service 
Assisting Minister: Allison Ward 
Lectors: Jim Ward, Jennifer Garl  
Acolyte: Lia Marsh 
Ushers: Randy & Nancy Nye 
Greeters: Jim Ward 
Council Coordinator: Kari Esarey 

 
 

The altar flowers this week are given  
in honor of our elementary level  

Sunday School teachers Sarah Fogleman,  
Sarah Harrison, and Janine Drake. 



win celebration of their 50th  
3800 East Third Street 
Bloomington, Indiana 47401 
Office Hours 9 a.m.- 4:30p.m. 
Phone: (812) 332-5252   
stlconline.org 
 
Partners in ministry with 
Lutheran Church of  
the Living Waters 
Cherokee, North Carolina 
 
Linked with 
Sister Parish 
Igelsia Santo Domingo  
de Guzman, Chichipate 
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,  
Izabal, Guatemala 
 
In covenant with 
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY  
AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian,  
Campus Pastor 
lutheran@indiana.edu 
Phone: (812) 333-2474 
lcmiu.org 
 

Rev. Adrianne Meier,  
Pastor 

pastor@stlconline.org  
 

Rev. Lecia Beck,  
Pastor of Youth  

and Christian Nurture 
christiannurture@stlconline.org 

 
Vicar Amy Bartleson Balcam 

Pastoral Intern 
intern@stlconline.org 

 
Erica Whichello,  

Parish Administrator 
parishadmin@stlconline.org 

 
Matthew Benkert 

Director of Music and Organist 
directorofmusic@stlconline.org 

 
Kathryn Davidson 

Adult Choir Director 
choir@stlconline.org  

 
Melissa de Graaf,  

Children's Choir Director 
 
 

 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU 

are Reconciling in Christ Ministries 
 

ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We are a Christ-centered community that lives,  
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people! 
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