
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

December 18, 2022 
 
 

 



We hope you feel welcome here. 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered 
community that lives, shares, and celebrates God’s 
grace with all people! 
 
As disciples of Christ who value the faith, gifts, and 
ministry of all God’s people, and who seek justice, 
racial equity, and reconciliation, we welcome all 
God’s children to an inclusive community. This 
welcome is extended without exception and 
regardless of sex, race, national origin, educational 
background, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expression, physical and mental ability, age, 
or economic condition. 

 
We hope you can participate fully in worship. 
Everything needed to participate in today’s worship 
is found in this bulletin. The hymns are found in the 
back third of the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
(ELW) or purple All Creation Sings (ACS) located under 
the seat in front of you. Worshipers are invited to 
stand as you are able at the places marked * and to 
respond when indicated with bold type. We gently 
remind you to silence all electronic devices. 
 



Our youngest worshipers and their parents may 
appreciate the Prayer Pond in the sanctuary or 
listening to the service from our unstaffed nursery. 
Activity bags are available in the narthex and 
children's bulletins are available from an usher. 
 
Assisted hearing devices and complete-service, 
large-print bulletins are available from an usher. 
The blue chairs with arms are reserved for people 
with mobility limitations. Ushers can remove chairs 
to place a wheelchair. 
 
We hope you know Holy Communion is for you. 
At communion, everyone is welcome. This includes 
doubters, young children, and folks who have 
yearned for this feast. Come forward at the direction 
of an usher and receive hand-torn bread or gluten-
free wafers and pink wine or red grape juice. If you 
have mobility limitations, please take the closest 
available place at the altar, or ask an usher for 
Communion to be brought to you at your seat. 
 
 
  



We hope you know our welcome extends beyond 
our building. 
Today's 8:30 a.m. service is livestreamed. By 
attending this service, you are giving permission to 
be in the video we produce.  
 
We hope you know we pray for you. 
We would love to pray for the concerns of your 
heart during this service. Prayer request slips are 
located on the table near the main doors; prayer 
requests made before the service begins will be 
included in the Prayers of the People.  



+ GATHERING + 
 
Today, our service is inspired by the Advent and 
Christmas traditions and songs of our mission 
partners in Guatemala and Chile and the churches 
of Central and South America. We begin with 
inspiration from Las Posadas, where, beginning 
December 17, people visit a house per day where 
they are welcomed, read the bible together, sing 
traditional songs, and share food together. Acting 
out Mary and Joseph’s story is a good way to share 
solidarity with people affected by border issues 
today. It helps us practice how to welcome and 
provide care to others, to strangers. The Las 
Posadas fiesta reminds us that, even if we don’t 
have much, we can share what we have. 
 
*OPENING LITANY 

In this litany, the italic text marked “1” voice the 
pilgrims—and Mary and Joseph—outside, and the “2” 
text voices the innkeepers inside. At the 8:30 service, 
“1” will be spoken by the left side facing the altar, 
while “2” will be the right. At the 11 a.m. service, “1” 
will be young leaders, while “2” will be the 
congregation. 
 



P: Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if 
you hear my voice and open the door, I will come 
in to you and eat with you, and you with me. 

1: Pray give us lodging, dear people, in the 

name of heaven. All day since morning to 

travel we’ve given. Mary is expecting a 

child. She must have shelter tonight. Let 

us in, let us in!  
2: You cannot stop here—I won’t make my house an 
inn. I do not trust you—your story is thin. You two 
might rob me and then run away. Find somewhere 
else you can stay. Go away, go away! 

1: Please show us pity, your heart cannot 

be so hard. Look at poor Mary, so worn 

and so tired. We are most poor, but we’ll 

pay what we can. God will reward you, 

good man. Let us in, let us in!  
2: You try my patience. I’m tired and must get some 
rest. I’ve told you nicely, but still you insist. If you 
don’t go and stop bothering me, I’ll fix you, I 
guarantee. Go away, go away!  

1: Sir, we must tell you Mary is the queen 

of heaven, chosen by God to deliver the 

Son. Jesus is coming to earth on this eve. 

(Oh heaven, make him believe!) Let us in, 

let us in!  



2: Joseph, dear Joseph, oh how could I be so blind? 
Not to know you and the virgin so fine! Enter, blest 
pilgrims, my house is your own. Praise be to God on 
the throne! Please come in, please come in!  
All: Enter, enter, holy pilgrims, holy pilgrims. 
Welcome to my humble home. Though ‘tis little I 
can offer, all I have please call your own.  
 

*ENTRANCE HYMN      
Sing three times        

*GREETING 
P: The peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, the love of Christ that guards our 
hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C: And also with you. 
 
  



*PRAYER OF THE DAY (Inspired by Oscar Romero) 
P:  Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and 
come. In your never-ending creativity and 
compassion, inspire us by the examples of Mary 
and Joseph, children of Adam, children of Israel, a 
people’s embodiment, sibling of our race, who by 
their faithfulness and holiness were able to 
incarnate in history God’s divine life. May we pay 
true homage to the holy family when we, like 
them, make the effort to incarnate your life in the 
fluctuations of our fleeting history for you live and 
reign, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
C:  Amen.  

+WORD+ 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE        Pr. Lecia Beck 
 
  



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                               

 
 

 
 
P:  Praise to you, O God, who lives with us, 
sharing our flesh and bones. As Mary waited and 
Joseph dreamed, so we wait and dream for you. 
Bless us and let your face shine upon us, more 
radiant than these candles, and more dear than 
all else we seek. Restore us when we fail to refuse 
the evil and choose the good, and banish all our 
fears. We pray in the name of Emmanuel, your 
promised child and our Savior. 
C:  Amen. 
 

  



FIRST READING                                  Susanna 31-44 
Susanna is an intertestamental book (that is, from the 
time between the events of the Hebrew and Christian 
Scriptures), written in Greek and among books used 
by both Jews and early Christians. While Lutherans do 
not include these books in our official Biblical canon 
(though other Christians do, including Roman 
Catholics and Episcopalians), Luther called them 
“useful and good to read.” Susanna’s story is among 
the additions to the book of Daniel and is similar to 
the story of Daniel in the lion’s den and the three men 
in the fiery furnace. 
 
Now Susanna was a woman of great refinement 
and beautiful in appearance. As she was veiled, 
the scoundrels ordered her to be unveiled, so that 
they might feast their eyes on her beauty. Those 
who were with her and all who saw her were 
weeping. 
 
Then the two elders stood up before the people 
and laid their hands on her head. Through her 
tears she looked up towards Heaven, for her 
heart trusted in the Lord. The elders said, ‘While 
we were walking in the garden alone, this woman 
came in with two maids, shut the garden doors, 



and dismissed the maids. Then a young man, 
who was hiding there, came to her and lay with 
her. We were in a corner of the garden, and when 
we saw this wickedness we ran to them. Although 
we saw them embracing, we could not hold the 
man, because he was stronger than we are, and 
he opened the doors and got away. We did, 
however, seize this woman and asked who the 
young man was, but she would not tell us. These 
things we testify.’ 
 
Because they were elders of the people and 
judges, the assembly believed them and 
condemned her to death. 
 
Then Susanna cried out with a loud voice, and 
said, ‘O eternal God, you know what is secret and 
are aware of all things before they come to be; 
you know that these men have given false 
evidence against me. And now I am to die, 
though I have done none of the wicked things 
that they have charged against me!’ 
 
The Lord heard her cry. 

  
L: Word of God, word of life. 

 C: Thanks be to God. 



 PSALM 34:1-9 (spoken responsively,  
assisting minister/congregation) 

1I will bless the Lord at all times; 
the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth. 

2I will glory in the Lord; 
let the lowly hear and rejoice. 

3Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; 
let us exalt God’s name together. 

4I sought the Lord, who answered me 
and delivered me from all my terrors. 

5Look upon the Lord and be radiant, 
and let not your faces be ashamed. 

6I called in my affliction, and the Lord heard me 
and saved me from all my troubles. 

7The angel of the Lord encamps around those 
who fear the Lord 

and delivers them. 
8Taste and see that the Lord is good; 

happy are they who take refuge in God! 
9Fear the Lord, you saints of the Lord, 

for those who fear the Lord lack nothing. 
  



SECOND READING              Titus 3:4-7 
But when the goodness and loving kindness of 
God our Savior appeared, God saved us, not 
because of any works of righteousness that we 
had done, but according to God’s mercy, through 
the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit. This Spirit God poured out on us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having 
been justified by his grace, we might become 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
 

 L: Word of God, word of life. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 



*HOLY GOSPEL                           Matthew 1:18-25 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 
first chapter.  

 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in 
this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found to be pregnant from the 
Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a 
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to 
public disgrace, planned to divorce her 
quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid 
to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived 
in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins.” All this took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet: 

“Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and 
give birth to a son, 
    and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph 
awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 



commanded him; he took her as his wife but had 
no marital relations with her until she had given 
birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 

 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

  SERMON                Pr. Adrianne Meier 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY      
Come to be our Hope, O Jesus           ACS#904 



 



*NICENE CREED  
A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

 
 C:  We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and Earth,  
 of all that is,  
 seen and unseen.  

 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  

 he came down from heaven;  
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the    
  virgin Mary 
 and became truly human.  

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius  
   Pilate;  

 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again  



 in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

  He will come again in glory to judge the   
   living and the dead,  

 and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver  
  of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

   and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic  

   Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the     

   forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

  



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
A:  As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s 
presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 
new hope. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
A:  God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with 
power throughout the church. Give discernment 
and wisdom to our bishops, pastors, deacons, and 
lay leaders. Take away our fear, so that we serve 
and love, confident that you are guiding us. God, in 
your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer. 
 
A:  God our source, rebuild, renew, and restore the 
face of the earth. Give you aid to all impacted by 
severe weather including widespread flooding in 
Congo, heavy snow across the central United 
States, landslides in California, storms and 
tornadoes in the southern U.S. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 

  



A:  God our vision, raise up leaders in every nation 
who dream of freedom and justice for all people. 
We pray for the work of international organizations 
that promote peace and human rights, especially 
Amnesty International and the International Mayan 
League. God, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer. 
 
A:  God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry 
out to you. End forced evictions in Guatemala. God, 
in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer. 
 
A:  God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life 
together. We give you thanks for gathering us in 
worship and fellowship, and we remember those 
who cannot be present. Watch over those who 
travel. Heal the sick and speed their recovery 
especially Elif, Jan, Caretta, Roger, Paula, Audrey, 
Deborah, Casey-Marie, Mike, Bob, Andrew, Doug, 
Yvonne, Jan, Jeff, Evelyn, Margrethe, Jerry, Amy, 
Aldon, Sylvia, and Helen. God, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer. 
 

  



A:  God in light and darkness, bring joy to 
Congregation Beth Shalom and all Jews during the 
celebration of Hanukkah.  God, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer. 
 
A:  God our hope, you bring life out of death, and 
you promise to be our God forever. Shine upon the 
faithful who now rest in the fulfillment of your 
promise, including Anne Smith, mother of Tim 
Smith, and bring us also into your blessed reign of 
peace. God, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer. 
 
A:  God of our longing, you know our deepest 
needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join 
them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. 
C:  Amen. 

 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Share the peace with a wave, a bow, or maybe an 
elbow, checking in with your neighbor for whatever 
feels safe and conveys the spirit of peace and 
reconciliation this ritual intends. 



OFFERING 
Please sign and pass the Together In Community 
pads. Make note of the names of your neighbors so 
you can introduce yourself after the service. These pads 
and pencils are sanitized at the end of each service. 

 
Gifts may be placed in the offering plate by the door or 
you can also give on our website (stlconline.org). St. 
Thomas collects gifts to support our mission of sharing, 
living, and celebrating God's grace with all people. We 
support Lutheran Campus Ministries at IU/Rose House 
and many local, national, and international 
ministry partners.  
 
8:30 a.m. service only 
ORGAN IMPROVISATION 
 
11 a.m. service only 
CHOIR ANTHEM      A La Nanita Nana            
   

Traditional Latin American  
arr. Douglas 
Brooks-Davies  
 

  

http://stlconline.org/


*OFFERTORY HYMN     
We Are Waiting for Jesus             ACS#905 
 

 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. God of abundance, we bring before 
you the precious fruits of your creation, and with 
them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as 
we care for all those in need until the coming of 
your Son, our Savior and Lord.  
C: Amen. 

 



+ MEAL + 
 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of 
the Redeemer, through whom you will also make 
all things new in the day when he comes to 
judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn:  



  



*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver 
of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and 
dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to 
your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh.  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 
my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
  
P: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come 
again.  

  



P: With this bread and cup we remember your 
Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and 
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among 
us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring 
the gift of peace on earth. 
C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

 
  



*LORD’S PRAYER 
Speak this prayer in your preferred language. The pastor 
will continue when all versions are complete. Spanish is 
provided on the first, followed by Q'eqchi, and finally 
English.  
 

Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo, 
santificado sea tu nombre. 
Venga tu reino. 
Hágase tu voluntad 

en la tierra como en el cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas 

como también nosotros 
perdonamos a los 
que nos ofenden. 

No nos dejes caer en tentación 
y líbranos del mal. 

Porque tuyo es el reino, tuyo es 
el poder y tuya es la gloria, 

ahora y siempre. Amén. 
 

  



At qayuwa’ wankat sa’ chooxa 
Usil aatinab’il ta laa k’ab’a 
Chi chalq ta laa nimajwal awabejihom 
Chi uxq ta li nakawaj arin sa’ ruuchich’och’ jo’ sa’ 
chooxa 
Chak’e ta qe hoom li qawa chi rajlal kutan 
Chakuy chasach ta li qamaak 
Jo’ laa’o xqakuy xmaak li ani xmaako’ chi qu 
Ut mohaakanab’ ta chi t’ane’k sa’ li aaleek 
Chohaakolaq b’an chi ru li maa’us 
Jo’kan taxak 
 
C:  Our Father in heaven,   

hallowed be your name,   
your kingdom come,    
your will be done,       

on Earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,       

as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial    

and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,   

and the glory are yours,   
now and forever. Amen.  



*INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P: Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has 
come to save you. 

 
We believe that God is our host and that all people are 
welcome to this feast of grace, community, and 
forgiveness. Come forward at the direction of the 
ushers. Hand-torn bread or gluten-free wafers are 
offered with pink wine and red grape juice in individual 
cups. If you wish to receive a blessing, cross your arms 
over your chest.  



LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
 
  



COMMUNION HYMN  Noche de Paz (Silent Night) 
 

 

  



*EUCHARISTIC BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 

 C:  Amen. 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. Faithful God, in this meal you have 
remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth 
in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the 
day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain 
us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us 
toward your promised future, coming to birth in 
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

 C: Amen.  
 

+ SENDING + 
 
*BENEDICTION   

P: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in 
Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

*SENDING HYMN       
All Earth is Hopeful                ELW#266 



 



*DISMISSAL 
 A: Go in peace. Christ is near. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 POSTLUDE      
*** 

We depart in peace to continue our worship  
in lives of witness to Christ's love  

in work, play, service, and care for creation. 
 

The Liturgy is reprinted from  
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, setting 9. 

copyright © 2006 by permission of  
Augsburg Fortress, license #SBT005707. 

Hymns reprinted by permission listed  
within and under OneLicense #A-724450. 

 

The text for the opening litany and  
"Enter, Enter Holy Pilgrims" is drawn from  

"How to Celebrate a Mexican Posada:  
A Packet for Lay Leaders, Musicians, and Clergy"  
by Hugo Olaiz and the Chartered Committee on 

Hispanic Ministry Episcopal Diocese  
of North Carolina. Used with permission. 

 

Advent Wreath Lighting Prayers 
Citation: Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress.  

All rights reserved. 



At A Glance: This Week at St. Thomas 
Sunday December 18 Second Sunday of Advent 
8:30 a.m. Worship/Livestream Worship  
9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
11 a.m. Worship 
2 p.m. Cider & Carols at Friendly Beasts 
Tuesday December 20 
10 a.m. Property Committee Work Day 
Wednesday December 21 
5 p.m. Solar Panel Dedication  
   in Community Garden 
7 p.m. Longest Night Service 
Saturday December 24 
3:30 p.m. Kid’s Christmas Prelude 
4 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 
8 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 
Sunday December 25 Christmas Day 
9:30 a.m. Worship 

 
 

 

 

 

  



Announcements 

Postcard Table Today 
In early November the US General Accounting Office 
issued a report on the Guatemalan government’s 
repeated use  of military equipment against civilians 
— equipment that had been provided by the United 
States. In response to this report there’s a bill before 
Congress right now, House Resolution 1481, urging 
US policy towards Guatemala to support the rule of 
law and address corruption, criminality, and human 
right abuses. We’ll have a table with addressed 
postcards in the narthex this Sunday, December 11. 
Will you take a few minutes to write to our elected 
representatives asking them to support House 
Resolution 1481 to express your concerns about 
human rights in Central America?  
 
Heartwarming Fellowship 
Sing out the Good News with Carols and Cider at 
Friendly Beasts Cidery today at 2 p.m. Enjoy tasty, 
seasonal cider from Friendly beasts and a sing-along 
lead by Matt Meier and Pr. Adrianne.  
 
  



Solar Panel Dedication 
Enjoy fellowship with creation and the return of the 
sun with a Shortest Day Solar Panel Dedication, 
Wednesday, December 21 at 5 p.m.  
 
Remembrance and Hope 
Culturally, December is meant to be a very joyous 
and happy time and can be mute when it comes to 
any kind of grief and sorrow. On the shortest day of 
the year, December 21, join us for The Longest 
Night: A Service of Remembrance and Hope, at 7 
p.m. in Heritage Hall. Vicar Amy Bartleson Balcam 
will preach.  
 
Christmas Eve 
Celebrate the coming of God with us--giving hope to 
our longings--in Word and Meal, with Carols and 
Candlelight at our festival services on December 24. 
Families will especially enjoy our Wonder & Worship 
at 4 p.m. and the choir will lead our Carols & 
Candlelight worship at 8 p.m. Children and Youth are 
invited to share their musical gifts with one or two 
brief Christmas songs for the prelude (beginning at 
3:30 p.m.) on Christmas Eve. Sign up on the Welcome 
desk or online at http://bit.ly/3Y5QFZW with your 
child or youth’s name and piece. 

http://bit.ly/3Y5QFZW


Order Poinsettias to Decorate St. Thomas for 
Christmas Eve 
Help decorate our worship space for the Christmas 
Eve services. The cost is $13.50 per plant. The plant 
you purchase can be taken home after the 8 p.m. 
service on Christmas Eve. A sign-up board is available 
in the narthex, or you can reserve yours via email: 
parishadmin@stlconline.org.  
 
The MUSH Tree 
During this joyous time of warmth, giving, and 
sharing God’s love for us, let us keep others warm. 
Donate MUSH—mittens, underwear, socks, and hats in 
children’s sizes—for children enrolled in Monroe 
County United Ministries’ Compass Early Learning 
Center. Hang your unwrapped gifts on the MUSH tree 
in the narthex or place them underneath it. Thank 
you for helping St. Thomas bless others this holiday 
season.  
 
  

mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org


The Greeting Tree  
Share your holiday greetings with members and 
friends of the St. Thomas community without the 
expense of buying cards and stamps. Hang your 
holiday card on the Greeting Tree or choose one 
provided on the table. Instead of mailing to each 
member and friend, share the savings as a donation 
to Community Kitchen. Checks should be made 
payable to St. Thomas Lutheran Church with 
“Community Kitchen” in the memo line. Place your 
donations in the box next to the Greeting Tree, in the 
Sunday offering plate, or donate directly on our 
website: stlconline.org.   
 
Christmas Day 
On Sunday, December 25 at 9:30 a.m., bring the 
whole family for Stories, Songs, and PJs. Bring 
Christmas cookies to share and enjoy stories for 
children of God of all ages, timeless carols, and 
joyous fellowship.  
 
  



New Years Day 
On Sunday, January 1 at 9:30 a.m., begin the new 
year with hope and joy. Celebrate that God is with us 
(and often with us in one another) today and 
throughout the year to come with fellowship and a 
potluck brunch.  
 
Epiphany Retreat 
As a new year dawns, join us for a half-day retreat to 
begin with presence and intention in your 
relationships. Our retreat, Friendship in the Spirit: 
Rituals and Relationships for Pandemic/Post-
Pandemic Loneliness, will explore patterns of 
relationship and aloneness in our lives, help us 
explore and name places in our lives now that are 
particularly lonely, and offer quiet exploration of the 
kinds of mutual, vulnerable relationships God created 
us for. Adults and teens can invite a friend or enjoy 
the morning alone. We will gather in Heritage Hall 
on Saturday, January 7, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.; a light 
breakfast will begin at 8:30 a.m. Please sign up on 
the clipboard at the Welcome Desk.  
  



Today's Worship Leaders  
Altar care: Jan Sinn, Charlene Braun 
Bread & Wine: Charlene Braun 
 
8:30 a.m. Service 
Assisting Minister: Robin Hershberger 
Lectors: David Ellies 
Ushers: Gene & Gayl Laughman  
Greeters: Sacha Arterberry 
Council Coordinator: Sarah Fogleman 
  
11 a.m. Service 
Assisting Minister: Kathleen Boggess  
Lectors: Pamela Smith, Eliot Smith  
Acolyte: Hope Meier 
Lord’s Prayer Leader: Lucy Meier 
Ushers: Kim Filiatrault & Dennis Baurle 
Greeters: Drew & Melissa Watters 
Council Coordinator: Ashley Ahlbrand  

 
 

The altar flowers this week are given by  
Suzanne Halvorson in memory of her parents,  

David & Gloria Squires,  
on their wedding anniversary December 21, 1947. 

 



Prayers for those with health and safety concerns 
Elif Ogan, Jan Ellis, Caretta Van Ruler, Roger Sasse, 
Paula Ionescu, Audrey Alpers, Deborah O’Brien, 
Casey-Marie, Mike Ost, Bob Osborn, Andrew 
Halvorson, Doug Bauder, Yvonne Leber, Jan Coulter, 
Jeff Theis, Evelyn Niemeyer, Margrethe O'Connor, 
Jerry, Amy Hershberger, Aldon Balcam, Sylvia King, 
and Helen Kane. 
 
Contact the church office for inclusion in this list of 
concerns and to be included in the Sunday prayers. 
 
A separate, confidential prayer chain is also available. 
Contact Susan Colston at skcolston@aol.com to join 
the prayer chain or make a request for prayer. 
 
 



the prayer chain or make a r 
3800 East Third Street 
Bloomington, Indiana 47401 
Office Hours 9 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 
Phone: (812) 332-5252   
stlconline.org 
 
Partners in ministry with 
Lutheran Church of  
the Living Waters 
Cherokee, North Carolina 
 
Linked with 
Sister Parish 
Igelsia Santo Domingo  
de Guzman, Chichipate 
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,  
Izabal, Guatemala 
 
In covenant with 
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY  
AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian,  
Campus Pastor 
lutheran@indiana.edu 
Phone: (812) 333-2474 
lcmiu.org 
 

Rev. Adrianne Meier,  
Senior Pastor 

pastor@stlconline.org  
 

Rev. Lecia Beck,  
Pastor of Youth and Christian Nurture 

christiannurture@stlconline.org 
 

Vicar Amy Bartleson Balcam 
Pastoral Intern 

intern@stlconline.org 
 

Erica Whichello,  
Parish Administrator 

parishadmin@stlconline.org 
 

Matthew Benkert 
Director of Music and Organist 
directorofmusic@stlconline.org 

 
Kathryn Davidson 

Adult Choir Director 
choir@stlconline.org  

 
Melissa de Graaf,  

Children's Choir Director 
 
 

 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU 

are Reconciling in Christ Ministries 
 

ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We are a Christ-centered community that lives,  
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people! 

http://www.stlconline.org/
mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
mailto:pastor@stlconline.org
mailto:christiannurture@stlconline.org
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
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mailto:choir@stlconline.org

