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From the Pastor 
The pandemic has left us lonelier than ever. Before the pandemic, most people could name a 
small handful of folks they could call on for help—even in the middle of the night. Now, a 
significant majority of people can name no one. For two years, our social networks have atrophied 
from lack of use. We may still talk to our very best friends, but some of our nearest and dearest 
have moved away, or become sick, and some have died. Through the political ups and downs of 
American life, we have learned that we don’t have as much in common as we thought. And, when 
we were isolated for safety’s sake, we didn’t replenish our networks in the usual way. It is not 
good for us to be alone. 
 
In Genesis, there are two stories of creation, one where the Sabbath rest crowns creation, all of 
which is declared good by a God who moves over the primordial waters in an intimate 
relationship with all that is. In the second story, however, the MudGuy (Adam) was formed first 
and placed in a watered garden to tend and care for it. Soon, God says, “It is not good for MudGuy 
to be alone.” Creation, then, is about humanity’s need for relationship. Our goodness is tied up in 
the way we relate to one another, just as it is tied up in the ways we relate to God. It is not good 
for us to be alone. 
 
Our congregation is a community. We exist in many ways to be the kinds of partners for one 
another that God envisioned for our first parents. But we know it is easy to engage with a 
congregation and still feel lonely. It is easy to watch online or to sit in our chairs and still feel as if 
no one sees you, as if you do not belong. And it doesn’t feel good to be alone. 
 
Our congregation has been a welcoming congregation since the 1980s. We have been 
increasingly clear in the ways we talk about ourselves that we want to be a place seeks out and 
draws in to font and table those the church has historically rejected. We want queer folk, 
indigenous folk, immigrant folk, folk with mental health challenges, and (dis)abled folk—just to 
start the list—to feel welcome here. But there is more: we know that “welcoming” people is not 
enough. We can welcome people at the door, shake their hands, given them a worship bulletin, 
but that will not be enough. The church has long felt that people first believe, then are taught to 
act properly, and then they belong. But the reality—and what Jesus himself did—is different.  First 
people belong and then the other things follow.  
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We want to live, share, and celebrate God’s grace with all people. We want to belong to them as 
much as we want them to belong to us. Our prayers to God are that we might become a 
congregation of belonging. This work belongs to all of us: to reach out, to include, to invite, and to 
create a community of belonging so none of us is alone.  
 
God be with you, 

 
 
From the Pastor of Youth and Christian Nurture  

epiphany (n.) - an appearance or manifestation of a divine being, a sudden 
and surprising moment of understanding 

 
On January 6, we celebrate Epiphany, when the magi visited the Christ-child and brought their 
gifts to honor him. (My favorite way to celebrate Epiphany is with a house blessing!) Then, we 
enter into the time after Epiphany, where we will hear about Jesus’ ministry, from his baptism and 
the beginning of his ministry to healing the sick and raising the dead.  
 
Epiphany is an invitation to join the magi following the signs to an unexpected place, seeking 
God-with-us. While there is a certain drama and clarity to sudden “aha!” moments, I suspect for 
many of us, our lives of faith are more like the Magis’ journey. In the Gospel according to 
Matthew, after following the star, we don’t hear of a great moment of understanding or act of 
repentance when they find the Christ-child. They simply offer their gifts and fall down in worship, 
then they leave, going home by another route. While I imagine that they could not encounter 
Jesus and remain unchanged, we hear nothing about their plans upon leaving or their lives 
following this journey home. 
 
Faith is following the signs, not knowing where we are going or how it will end. It is trusting that 
wherever God is leading, there are good things in store for us and God will go with us. We seek 
God-with-us, like those Jesus called and healed and raised. Each encounter of grace and peace 
along the way is a sign pointing us to the promise that God will always be with us.  
 
As we journey into a new year and the unexpected places it will take us, may we be surprised 
along the way by God’s goodness and grace and may we know God-with-us always.  
 
Your partner along the way, 

 
 
 

  

https://buildfaith.org/chalking-the-door/
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Celebrating Our Ministry  
Advent Celebrations  
Our Advent season kicked off with our annual 
mini-retreat, where we gathered to learn about and 
pray the O Antiphons through creating artwork 
and moving our bodies. During the mini-retreat, we 
collected 140 cards to send greetings to refugees. 
We rejoiced in annual traditions including hanging 
the greens and decorating with Chrismons. We 
reflected on the Advent devotions written by our 
congregation. We gathered for evening prayer. We 
baked cookies for our shut-ins and IU students. We 
heard the children proclaim the Good News of 
Christ’s birth in the Christmas Program. Our hearts 
were lifted by the adult choir’s Advent Concert and 
were fed by the beautiful reception to follow. We 
raised our voices at Cider & Carols. We celebrated being powered by the Son/Sun as we dedicated 
the new solar panels. We acknowledged the brokenness in our world and in our lives during the 
Longest Night service. Thank you for all the ways you connected with us and hope you 
experienced the joy and wonder of anticipating Christ’s coming during this time. 
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Hope for the Holidays Tree Extravaganza  
New Hope for Families’ fourth annual holiday event raised over $74,000. On the first evening the 
event, St. Thomas’s tree sold for its full asking price, $1500! Gayl Laughman and Kim Filiatrault 
decorated a “Childhood Remembered” tree with toy trains, toy planes, rocking horses, tin wind-up 
toys, dolls, nutcrackers, teddy bears, sporting equipment, books, and games. Additional thanks to 
Kathleen Boggess who acquired the tree and the glass balls from the University Club and Dawn 
Bakken who donated some very special items for the tree. A grant from Thrivent Financial also 
helped make the tree a success. 

 
 
Creation Care  
Our new solar ground array was dedicated on the shortest day of the year, December 21, the 
winter solstice. At the dedication, people shared their enjoyment of this accomplishment to care 
for our creation. With the help of several members, this project became reality so that all the 
church's electricity usage is produced or offset by renewable energy, making the church "net zero" 
from the electric grid.   
 
The wood chips under the array will increase production by 
reflecting light to solar cells on the back side. Thanks to Randy 
Arnold, Darrell and Kathleen Boggess, and Andrew Erias for 
layering cardboard and moving the wood chips. In the spring, 
small evergreens will be added north of the array to provide a 
wind break. Your ongoing donations are welcomed to purchase 
appropriate greenery for protection from strong winds. 
 
We welcome new members to the committee. In the new year the 
Creation Care Committee will regroup and set our priorities for 
2023. The city’s program "Zero in Bloomington" is at the top of 
the list. If you are interested in joining us, please contact Kathleen 
at kboggess44@gmail.com.  
 
  

mailto:kboggess44@gmail.com
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Mission Committee Update  
A Year in Mission — At our December meeting, the Mission Committee looked back on 2022 and 
were deeply grateful for your engagement with the missional work of this congregation. You are 
thinkers, readers, givers, do-ers. This congregation sees itself as being in service to the whole 
world. 
  
In November, with Marilyn Saum’s help, you sent more than 150 Christmas cards 
to immigrants in US detention centers. And we offer our Warmest thanks to Gayl Laughman and 
Kim Filiatrault, whose Christmas tree for New Hope brought in $1500. Well done, all! 
 
The leadership of the St. Thomas refugee resettlement team suggests that if you’re on Netflix, you 
might want to watch The Swimmers, a film about two young women who escape from Syria to 
the West. It gives a good picture of the difficulties they faced, their courage, and their endurance. It 
could help us all understand what our refugee family has been through.   
  
If you’re looking for place to invest some volunteer time in 2023, we’re suggesting you take a 
look at Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard. They’re more than just a food pantry. They run all kinds of 
programs to engage people in shopping, cooking, and thinking differently about food and 
nutrition. We particularly appreciate that volunteer roles are spelled out in detail on their website. 
You’ll find a link to Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard under the ACT header at stlconline.org 
  
We’re always open to new members so if you want to visit a meeting, please get the Zoom link 
from me or from the church office. May peace and hope grow in the new year. 

from Pamela Grenfell Smith 

 

Upcoming Events  
Love Boldly Sunday 
Celebrate our commitment to welcome, inclusion, celebration, and 
advocacy for LGBTQIA+ people in the life of the church at worship on Sunday, January 29. Wear 
your rainbows, bright colors, or grab a Love Boldly sticker on your way in! 
 
Trivia Night 
Gather a team and join us for an evening of fun on a cold, 
dark winter night. We’ll meet in Community Hall on Friday, 
January 27 at 7 p.m. for a trivia competition led by local trivia 
master Rance Fawbush. Teams of 3-4 adults and youth are 
suggested (younger team members are also warmly welcome). 
Drinks will be provided. Bring a snack to share. Prizes will be 
awarded!!! Sign-up in the narthex—sign up as a team, or as individuals who need a team.  

http://stlconline.org/


6 
 

Bloomington Bach Cantata Project  
Music & the Arts Concert Series presents The 
Bloomington Bach Cantata Project. Continuing its 
thirteenth season, they present cantatas by Johann 
Sebastian Bach in performances modeled on his own. 
The format is unique: a performance of a cantata, a 

short talk about it, and a second performance in which we hope you hear new things. 
Performances are free and take place on Sunday afternoons at St. Thomas. We are grateful for the 
support and look forward to sharing this music with members of the St. Thomas community. The 
next performance opportunity is on January 29 at 2:30 p.m. “Nimm von uns, Herr, du treuer Gott” 
BWV 101, directed by Dana Marsh. 
 

 

Christian Nurture 
Prayer at Noon on Zoom  
If your New Year’s resolutions include spending more time with God, another opportunity is Prayer 
at Noon on Zoom, our monthly time to share in prayer with one another.  We spend a few 
minutes naming our prayer intentions and then participate in a brief prayer service all on Zoom at 
noon on the first Wednesday of the month, February 7. Join us here. 
 
January in the Adult Forum 
Teach-In for Chichipate 
On Sundays, January 8 and 15, learn more about the people of Chichipate and the realities of 
standing in solidarity with the Q’eqchi’ people of Guatemala. Peter Iversen and members of the 
Virtual Delegation team serve as host. 
 

Behind-the-Scenes: Scripture in Worship 
Interested in learning more about the A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church, the 
source of our worship texts for 2023? Have questions about the intertestamental 
books (like Susanna)? Wonder why we’ve abandoned the Revised Common 
Lectionary (for a short time!)? Curious about what a lectionary even is? Join Pr. 
Adrianne on Sunday, January 22 for a behind-the-scenes look at the lectionary for 
2023 and get some insights into how we prepare for worship through season, 
Scripture, and liturgy. 

 
Building Belonging with Stone Belt Arc 
How to do we welcome and affirm folks whose ability makes them seem very different from us?  
How do we address ableism in the church. On Sunday, January 29, join the Rev. Sarah McKenny, 
Spiritual Support and Volunteer Coordinator for Stone Belt Arc, and members of our Building 
Belonging Team for a conversation about St. Thomas, welcome, and folks of all abilities. 

https://bit.ly/3jVA3k0
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Women’s Bible Study 
Join the Women's Bible Study to revive your soul in 2023 as we 
begin with a four-month study of the Ten Commandments. The 
commandments are more than they appear at first glance! Get 
ready to explore old and new interpretations of God's Laws using 
Luther's Small and Large Catechisms. Our meeting in January is 
Sunday, January 8 in room 14. We meet between the services at 
9:45 a.m. 
 
Youth Group Trip to Urban Air  
Junior high and high school students are invited to join our ecumenical youth group for an 
evening at Urban Air (3603 IN-46) on Sunday, January 22, 5 - 7 p.m. We will cover admission; 
youth should bring money if they plan to purchase snacks. Parents must complete a waiver prior 
to the event or when they drop off their youth. Please RSVP to Pastor Lecia by Thursday, January 
19. 

 

Ministry Opportunities for Getting Involved 
A Virtual Visit with our friends in Chichipate 
Back before the pandemic, members of St. Thomas and Igelsia Santo Domingo de Guzman used to 
visit back and forth every few years. We’d send a delegation south, they’d send a delegation 
north—it was a treasured face-to-face and heart-to-heart connection.  
 
If we can’t get to Guatemala, how can St. Thomas fulfill the Sister Parish commitment to 
accompaniment and solidarity? We came up with a Virtual Visit, a week of Zoom-based and 
livestreamed activities, scheduled for February 5-12. You’ll read all about it in the next newsletter, 
but this month you can get ready for the Virtual Visit by attending teach-ins during the Adult 
Forums on January 8 and 15. 
 
At the January 8 Adult Forum Teach-In we’ll hear what it’s like to get to know the people of 
Iglesia de Santo Domingo. We’re inviting everyone who has been on a delegation to Guatemala 
to come and talk about their experiences. Cinnamon doughnut holes will be available; this is as 
close to churros as we can get in Monroe County. 
 
At the January 15 Adult Forum Teach-In we’ll hear about the realities of solidarity: the history, 
climate, and political situation of Chichipate, and remind one another, “Don’t look away.” Look for 
links to information about Guatemala under the Sister Parish header on the ACT menu at 
stlconline.org 
 
  

mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
http://stlconline.org/
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Ending Hunger 101  
Bread for the World of Indiana is sponsoring a workshop on hunger.  Participants will be equipped 
with knowledge of how to best help our fellow world citizens. St. Thomas’s Bread for the World 
advocate, Kari Esarey, invites you to join her at the workshop in Columbus, IN. If you have any 
questions, contact Kari at kariesarey@gmail.com or 812-219-4177. 
 

 

mailto:kariesarey@gmail.com
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Property Committee Work Days 
This month the Property Committee meets Tuesday January 17 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. to paint, 
caulk, fix light bulbs, and a wide variety of other small jobs—many of them outdoors. Feel free to 
join us! For more information contact Sam Eichmiller at 812-797-2807.  

 
Altar Flowers 
Flowers bring the beauty of creation to our worship. To reserve an 
arrangement, contact the church office via email or sign the sheet on the 
bulletin board behind the welcome desk by Wednesday each week. The 
Flower Guild makes the arrangements, and you may take the flowers home 
after the 10:15 a.m. worship service and then return the vase later. Each 
arrangement costs $20, with “flowers” in the check memo line.  
 
Prayer Chain  
The Swiss theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar once said, “the most we can do through genuine 
prayer, is to make as much room as possible, in ourselves and in the world, for the kingdom of 
God, so that its energies can go to work.” We invite you to be part of a little group making room in 
the world for God to work in people’s lives. When prayer requests come, we receive an email and 
pause to pray. Occasionally we receive an update about those we hold in prayer. If you are 
interested in joining us, email Susan Colston.  
 
Prayer Requests 
Martin Luther said, “Pray, and let God worry.” When something worries you, others can carry you 
along in prayer. Send requests for prayer to Susan Colston via email.  

Lutheran Campus Ministry at IU  
In January, our Tuesday evening gatherings at Rose House LuMin will continue 
our study of the Wholeness Wheel by focusing on financial wellbeing. As I 
prepped for this section, I could not help but think of some of the wise sayings 
that my mother often repeated to my brothers and me while we were growing 
up concerning money. Phrases like “it is not how much money you have, but 
how wisely you spend it” or “use it, wear it out, save for it, or do without” 
helped shape my personal perspective on stewardship and have guided many 

of my decisions over the years.  
  
It is our hope at Rose House LuMin to introduce financial wellness to the students by first learning 
a bit about their backgrounds with finances. Once we have gained an understanding of where 
they are coming from, we will work from where they are to give them skills to be good stewards 
able to live generously (and pay their bills when they graduate). We will introduce students to 

mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
mailto:skcolston@aol.com
mailto:skcolston@aol.com
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budgets, taxes, savings, and values based giving while looking 
at the scriptures for examples of how money and stewardship 
are handled in the Bible.  
 
If you have favorite financial wellness tips and sayings, feel 
free to email them to me at lutheran@indiana.edu and I will 
add them to my list to share with the students. Thank you all 
in advance for sharing your wisdom. May the Holy Spirit guide 
you in this new year.  

 
Peace,  
Pr. Amanda Ghaffarian 
lutheran@indiana.edu 
 
Rose House Wish List:  
Restock snacks at Rose House for Spring Semester (examples: Ritz cheese crackers, baked chips, 
goldfish crackers, etc.) 

 
Caring for Our Neighbors 

 

New Hope for Families 
Donations for New Hope for Families can be dropped off in the specially marked bins in the 
narthex.  Immediate needs:  

• Over-the-counter cold and flu medicine (ex: children's Motrin/Tylenol, cough drops, etc.) 
• Diapers (sizes 5 and 6) 
• Baby wipes (unscented) 

Checks are also welcome and can be made out to St. Thomas Lutheran Church with “New Hope 
for Families” in the memo line. Thank you for standing in the gap for these families.  
 

 
 

mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
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Monroe County CASA training available  
Monroe County Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA) is a volunteer-powered program which 
provides representation in juvenile court for child 
victims of abuse and neglect. They provide support 
to these children to ensure that they remain at the forefront of the court proceedings and find a 
safe, permanent home as quickly as possible. To learn how you can change a child’s story, please 
visit the website or call 812-333-CASA.   
 
If you have ever thought of getting involved, now is a great time to sign up. Volunteers need to be 
able to give approximately 8-15 hours per month, have some daytime flexibility, are 21 years of 
age or older and can commit 1-2 years to volunteering. The need for volunteers is great as the 
number of children in need of services is always changing. CASA is now accepting applications for 
the upcoming September-October training session. Training begins January 18 and is held on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursdays from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. This training will be held in person. 
 
Monroe County United Ministries 

MCUM partners with Opportunity House, just down the street, to provide vouchers 
for families for clothing, shoes, and small housewares. Every 3 months, families 
can receive a voucher in the form of store credit.  

Donations are appreciated at Opportunity House located at 907 W. 11th Street. 

For more information, check out the MCUM website at mcum.org. If you would 
like to know more about MCUM, contact Helen Ingersoll at 812-339-9610 or 
hingerso@indiana.edu  

 
An Update from Naomi Sveholm  
It’s been a school year where I blinked the day school began and all of a 
sudden it was December. Our oldest child entered first grade, proud to be a 
školák (schoolchild, different from a kindergartener). Orientation moved from 
summer to fall. Expectations for in-person events like site visits to schools, a 
retreat for Central Europe Teachers, and a Thanksgiving dinner at school 
were rewarding and draining both. Worthwhile fundraising and charity 
projects required corralling young children to shop for gifts to give and crafts 
to make. And there’s just so much homework, even in first grade! Time 
keeps marching on. It’s been an overwhelming semester. 
 
One specific project I’d like to share is 16 Days of Activism against sexual and gender-based 
violence. Last year the school in Bratislava encouraged students and teachers to wear black to 
show solidarity with victims of violence. This year the other schools joined us as well. We’ve been 
talking about barriers to safe space this year and how to break those down. I hope we will carry 
these ideas well past the 16 Days of Activism. 
 
The last note I have is that the application for next year is now live. If you know anyone who 
might be a good fit for Central Europe Teachers, please share this newsletter or the job post with 
them. 

http://www.monroecountycasa.org/volunteer
mailto:hingerso@indiana.edu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EgTQpdmvk-SlUvm15Qj9odE4-KoB14U1/view?usp=share_link
https://recruiting.paylocity.com/Recruiting/Jobs/Details/1393962
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For the CET program, the new year will bring interviews for new teachers (we’re likely losing over 
half our current teachers, so please pray for strong recruitment), the first in-person gathering of 
administrators from all our partner schools since covid started, end-of-school exams for our 
graduating super seniors, and another retreat with relaxation and time away. There is so much to 
look forward to - and hopefully a calm that was not present this fall. 
 
At the end of the year we have two weeks of break from school, with a focus on holidays and 
family and travel (just a smattering of work tasks so the grades due January 18 aren’t quite so 
overwhelming), I am thankful for relationships - with students, partner schools, other teachers, 
churches.  
 
May your 2023 be fulfilling and blessed! 
Naomi Sveholm, Central Europe Teachers 
Check out Naomi’s work with the Central Europe Teachers Program on Facebook and Instagram. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unsubscribe from this list or update your preferences by emailing:  
parishadmin@stlconline.org 

 
Due Date for February Newsletter Articles:  

Friday, January 20, 2023 
 

Due Date for printed Weekly Announcements: Wednesdays 
Due Date for emailed Weekly Announcements: Thursdays 

 

mailto:naomi.sveholm@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/elcacet
http://www.instagram.com/elcacet
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
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the Living Waters 
Cherokee, North Carolina 
 
Linked with 
Sister Parish 
Igelsia Santo Domingo  
de Guzman, Chichipate 
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,  
Izabal, Guatemala 
 
In covenant with 
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY  
AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian  
Campus Pastor 
lutheran@indiana.edu 
Phone: (812) 333-2474 
lcmiu.org 
 

Rev. Adrianne Meier  
Senior Pastor 

pastor@stlconline.org  
 

Rev. Lecia Beck  
Pastor of Youth and Christian Nurture 

christiannurture@stlconline.org 
 

Vicar Amy Bartleson Balcam 
Pastoral Intern 
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Erica Whichello  
Parish Administrator 

parishadmin@stlconline.org 
 

Matthew Benkert 
Director of Music and Organist 
directorofmusic@stlconline.org 

 
Kathryn Davidson 

Adult Choir Director 
choir@stlconline.org  

 
Melissa de Graaf  

Children's Choir Director 
 
 

ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU 

are Reconciling in Christ Ministries 
 

We are a Christ-centered community that lives,  
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people! 

http://www.stlconline.org/
mailto:lutheran@indiana.edu
mailto:pastor@stlconline.org
mailto:christiannurture@stlconline.org
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
mailto:directorofmusic@stlconline.org
mailto:choir@stlconline.org

