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We hope you feel welcome here. 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered 
community that lives, shares, and celebrates God’s 
grace with all people! 
 
As disciples of Christ who value the faith, gifts, and 
ministry of all God’s people, and who seek justice, 
racial equity, and reconciliation, we welcome all 
God’s children to an inclusive community. This 
welcome is extended without exception and 
regardless of sex, race, national origin, educational 
background, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expression, physical and mental ability, age, 
or economic condition. 
 
We hope you can participate fully in worship. 
Everything needed to participate in today’s worship 
is found in this bulletin. The hymns are found in the 
back third of the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
(ELW) or purple All Creation Sings (ACS) located under 
the seat in front of you. Worshipers are invited to 
stand as you are able at the places marked * and to 
respond when indicated with bold type. We gently 
remind you to silence all electronic devices. 
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Our youngest worshipers and their parents may 
appreciate the Prayer Pond in the sanctuary or 
listening to the service from our unstaffed nursery. 
Activity bags are available in the narthex and 
children's bulletins are available from an usher. 
 
Assisted hearing devices and complete-service, 
large-print bulletins are available from an usher. 
The blue chairs with arms are reserved for people 
with mobility limitations. Ushers can remove chairs 
to place a wheelchair. 
 
We hope you know Holy Communion is for you. 
At communion, everyone is welcome. This includes 
doubters, young children, and folks who have 
yearned for this feast. Come forward at the direction 
of an usher and receive hand-torn bread or gluten-
free wafers and pink wine or red grape juice. If you 
have mobility limitations, please take the closest 
available place at the altar, or ask an usher for 
Communion to be brought to you at your seat. 
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We hope you know our welcome extends beyond 
our building. 
Today's 8:30 a.m. service is livestreamed. By 
attending this service, you are giving permission to 
be in the video we produce.  
 
We hope you know we pray for you. 
We would love to pray for the concerns of your 
heart during this service. Prayer request slips are 
located on the table near the main doors; prayer 
requests made before the service begins will be 
included in the Prayers of the People.  
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+ GATHERING + 
 
PRELUDE      
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the 
fountain of living water, the rock who gave us 
birth, our light and our salvation. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we 
are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let 
us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty,  
you are the __name for God__, 
you are the __another name for God__, 
you are the __another name for God__, 
 
Glory to you for 
__name of an ocean__, 
__name of a lake__, 
and __name of a river__. 
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Honor to you for 
 __type of water weather__  
and __another type of water weather__. 
 
We thank you for  
water for __something done with water__, 
water for __something else done with water__, 
and water for __something else done with water__. 
 
Praise to you for your saving waters:  
__Bible story about water__, 
__another Bible story about water__, 
__another Bible story about water__, 
 
At this font, holy God, we pray: Wash us in your 
forgiveness, grace, and love.  Satisfy our thirst and 
make us live again. To you be given honor and 
praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
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*ENTRANCE HYMN   
Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized     ELW#304 

 
 



8 
 

*GREETING 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love  
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE 

 
  



9 
 

 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE  
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. Creator God, our soul's 
delight, your voice thunders over the 
waters, liberating the future from the past. In the 
Spirit's power and the waters of rebirth, Jesus was 
declared your blessed and beloved Son; may we 
recall our baptism, and be disciples of the 
Anointed One.  
C:  Amen.  
 

+WORD+ 
 
FIRST READING      Isaiah 2:1-5, emended 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem. 

 
In days to come 
    the mountain of the LORD’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the 
mountains 
    and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
    Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
    to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that God may teach us his ways 
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    and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction 
    and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
The LORD shall judge between the nations 
    and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares 
    and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 
    neither shall they learn war any more. 
O house of Jacob, 
    come, let us walk 
in the light of the LORD! 
 
L: Word of God, word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 57  

 
1Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful,  
for I have taken ref- | uge in you; 
 in the shadow of your wings will I take refuge  
 until this time of trouble | has gone by. 
2I will call upon the | Most High God, 
 the God who is with me | to the end. 
3O God, you will send from heaven and save me,  
rebuking those who tram- | ple upon me, 
 you will send forth your love | and your 
faithfulness. 
4I lie in the midst of lions that de- | vour the 
people; 
 their teeth are spears and arrows, their tongue | 
a sharp sword. 
5Exalt yourself above the heav- | ens, O God, 
 and your glory over | all the earth. 
6They have laid a net for my feet, and I | am 
bowed low; 
 they have dug a pit before me, but have fallen 
into | it themselves. 
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7My heart is steadfast, O God, my | heart is 
steadfast; 
 I will sing | and make melody. 
8Wake up, my spirit; awake, | lute and harp; 
 I myself will wak- | en the dawn. 
9I will give thanks to you among the peo- | ples, O 
LORD; 
 I will sing praise to you a- | mong the nations. 
10For your steadfast love is greater | than the 
heavens, 
 and your faithfulness reaches | to the clouds. 
11Exalt yourself above the heav- | ens, O God, 
 and your glory over | all the earth. 

 
SECOND READING           2 Peter 1:16-21 

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths 
when we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received 
honor and glory from God the Father when that 
voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, 
saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved,  with whom I 
am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice 
come from heaven, while we were with him on 
the holy mountain. 
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So we have the prophetic message more fully 
confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this 
as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star rises in your 
hearts.  First of all you must understand this, that 
no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own 
interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by 
human will, but men and women moved by the 
Holy Spirit spoke from God.  

L: Word of God, word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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*HOLY GOSPEL           Matthew 3:1-17 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 
third chapter.  
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the 
wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the 
one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he 
said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
    make his paths straight.’ ” 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a 
leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey.  Then Jerusalem and all 
Judea and all the region around the Jordan were 
going out to him, and they were baptized by him 
in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. 

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to 
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the coming wrath? Therefore, bear fruit 
worthy of repentance, and do not presume to say 
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
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ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham.  Even now 
the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore 
every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown into the fire. 

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but the 
one who is coming after me is more powerful 
than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 
clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat 
into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 

 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the 
Jordan, to be baptized by him.  John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by 
you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for 
us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, 
just as he came up from the water, suddenly the 
heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s 
Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on 
him. And a voice from the heavens said, “This is 
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my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.” 

P: The Gospel of our Lord! 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
 SERMON                          Pr. Lecia Beck 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY      
When Jesus Came to Jordan              ELW#305 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED  
A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the 
 dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
A:  Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for 
the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
A:  Calling God, you speak with power to your 
church. Open our hearts and minds to the new 
things you are declaring. Strengthen bishops, 
pastors, deacons, lay leaders, and teachers of 
the faith. Equip the baptized for your reconciling 
and redeeming work. Merciful God,  
C:  receive our prayer. 
 
A:  Renewing God, you provide the waters of the 
earth and in Jesus’ baptism you reveal the 
waters of life. Cleanse and protect oceans, rivers, 
and watersheds including Monroe Lake, Lake 
Lemon, and the White River. Bring relief to 
parched lands and to communities without 
access to safe water. Merciful God,  
C:  receive our prayer. 
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A:  Righteous God, you never weary of 
establishing justice. Increase cooperation and 
constructive dialogue between nations. Guide 
local, national, and international authorities to 
govern with equity, vision, and integrity. We 
pray for those in military service, for 
peacemakers, and for our enemies. Merciful 
God,  
C:  receive our prayer. 
 
A:  Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give 
sanctuary to people who flee from oppression, 
war, poverty, and famine. Sustain health care 
workers, caregivers, first responders, counselors, 
and all who help and heal. Comfort those who 
are grieving or experiencing crisis.  We pray for 
Elif, Jan, Caretta, Roger, Paula, Audrey, Deborah, 
Casey-Marie, Mike, Bob, Andrew, Doug, Yvonne, 
Jan, Jeff, Evelyn, Margrethe, Helen, Jacky, and 
Caleb. Merciful God,  
C:  receive our prayer. 
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A:  Blessing God, in Christ you gather the 
beloved community. Kindle the gifts of your 
Spirit in your people. Be in our comings and our 
goings. Bless members of our community as 
they travel, including the Westphals as they 
spend the next several months in Germany. 
Merciful God,  
C:  receive our prayer. 
 
A:  Promising God, your faithfulness endures 
throughout all generations. We give thanks for 
those who have died in Christ, trusting that we 
will be united with them and all the saints in 
Christ’s resurrection life. Merciful God,  
C:  receive our prayer. 
 
A:  We bring to you our needs and hopes, O 
God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed 
in Christ crucified.  
C:  Amen. 
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*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Share the peace with a wave, a bow, or maybe an 
elbow, checking in with your neighbor for whatever 
feels safe and conveys the spirit of peace and 
reconciliation this ritual intends. 

 
OFFERING 

Please sign and pass the Together In Community 
pads. Make note of the names of your neighbors so 
you can introduce yourself after the service. These 
pads and pencils are sanitized at the end of each 
service. 
 
Gifts may be placed in the offering plate by the door 
or you can also give on our website (stlconline.org). St. 
Thomas collects gifts to support our mission of 
sharing, living, and celebrating God's grace with all 
people. We support Lutheran Campus Ministries at 
IU/Rose House and many local, national, and 
international ministry partners.  

 
OFFERTORY        ORGAN IMPROVISATION 
 
  

http://stlconline.org/
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*OFFERTORY HYMN   
Rise, Shine, You People!               ELW#665 
              verses 1 and 4

  
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A:  Let us pray. Liberating God, you break the 
bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your 
works of merciful power, and shape us as people 
of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and 
adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
C:  Amen.  
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+ MEAL + 
 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of 
the Redeemer, through whom you will also 
make all things new in the day when he comes 
to judge the world in righteousness. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn:  
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P:  O God most mighty, O God most merciful, 
O God our rock and our salvation, hear us as we 
praise, call us to your table, grant us your life. 
  

When the earth was a formless void, you 
formed order and beauty. When Abraham and 
Sarah were barren, you sent them a child; 
When the Israelites were enslaved, you led them 
to freedom. Ruth faced starvation, David fought 
Goliath, and the psalmists cried out for healing, 
and full of compassion, you granted the people 
your life. 
  

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 
He was born among the poor, he lived under 
oppression, he wept over the city. With infinite 
love, he granted the people your life. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
  

P:  Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. 
C:  Amen. 
P:  Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen.  
C:  Amen. 
P:  Trusting his presence in every time and place, 
we plead Amen.  
C:  Amen. 
  

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this 
meal. O God, you are Bread: feed us with 
yourself. O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts 
and make us one. O God, you are Fire: 
transform us with hope. 
  

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 
O God our strength and our song, you show us 
a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all and 
leaves that heal the nations. Grant us such life, 
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the life of the Father to the Son, the life of the 
Spirit of our risen Savior, life in you, now and 
forever. 
C:  Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Speak this prayer in your preferred language. The pastor 
will continue when all versions are complete. Spanish is 
provided on the next page. 

 
C:  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on Earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo, 
santificado sea tu nombre. 
Venga tu reino. 
Hágase tu voluntad 

en la tierra como en el cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas 

como también nosotros 
perdonamos a los 
que nos ofenden. 

No nos dejes caer en tentación 
y líbranos del mal. 

Porque tuyo es el reino, tuyo es 
el poder y tuya es la gloria, 

ahora y siempre. Amén. 
 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

P:  Come and taste the joy of God! 
 
We believe that God is our host and that all people are 
welcome to this feast of grace, community, and 
forgiveness. Come forward at the direction of the 
ushers. Hand-torn bread or gluten-free wafers are 
offered with pink wine and red grape juice in 
individual cups. If you wish to receive a blessing, cross 
your arms over your chest.   
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ANGUS DEI 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS   
Crashing Waters at Creation             ELW#455 
On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry           ELW#249 
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*EUCHARISTIC BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
C:  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A:  Let us pray. Holy One, we thank you for the 
healing that springs forth abundantly from this 
table. Renew our strength to do justice, love 
kindness, and journey humbly with you. 
C:  Amen. 

+ SENDING + 
 
*BENEDICTION   

P:  The God who faithfully brings forth justice and 
breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, strengthen, 
and uphold you, today and always. 
C:  Amen. 

 
*SENDING HYMN    
I Bind unto Myself Today               ELW#450
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35 
 



36 
 

*DISMISSAL 
A:  Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 POSTLUDE      

 
 

*** 
 
 

We depart in peace to continue our worship  
in lives of witness to Christ's love 

 in work, play, service, and care for creation. 
 

The Liturgy is reprinted from  
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, settings 3 and 7. 

copyright © 2006 by permission of  
Augsburg Fortress, license #SBT005707. 

Hymns reprinted by permission listed  
within and under OneLicense #A-724450. 

 
Prayer of the Day Reproduced from  
Revised Common Lectionary Prayers  

copyright © 2022  
Consultation on Common Texts admin.  

Augsburg Fortress.  



37 
 

At A Glance: This Week at St. Thomas 
Sunday January 8 
8:30 a.m. Worship/Livestream Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 
9:45 a.m.  Adult Forum  
11 a.m. Worship 
1 p.m. Internship Committee Meeting 
Monday January 9 
7 p.m. Mission Committee Meeting  
Tuesday January 10 
4 p.m. Altar Guild Meeting 
Wednesday January 11 
5:15 p.m. Christian Education Meeting 
Thursday January 12 
7 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday January 15 
8:30 a.m. Worship/Livestream Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
9:45 a.m.  Adult Forum  
11 a.m. Worship 
Monday January 16 
Office Closed 
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Announcements 
 
Pastor Adrianne Out of Office 
Pastor Adrianne will be out of the office at the 
Wabash Pastoral Leader’s Program Monday, 
January 9 – Wednesday, January 11. Pastor Lecia is 
available for pastoral emergencies during this time.  
 
Lost and Found 
There’s a table outside the office with dishes and 
other lost and found items. Please check out the 
table on Sunday, January 8 and 15. All unclaimed 
items will be taken to Opportunity House on 
January 17. 
 
Property Committee Work Day 
This month the Property Committee meets Tuesday 
January 17 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. to paint, caulk, 
fix light bulbs, and a wide variety of other small 
jobs—many of them outdoors. Feel free to join us! 
For more information contact Sam Eichmiller at 812-
797-2807.  
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LuMin Lunch for Students 

Hungry? IU Students are invited to lunch Sunday, 
January 22 after the second service. This lunch is 
free; St. Thomas is honored to have students as 
guests, friends, and colleagues in ministry. 
 

Trivia Night 

Gather a team and join us for an evening of fun on 
a cold, dark winter night. We’ll meet in Community 
Hall on Friday, January 27 at 7 p.m. for a trivia 
competition led by local trivia master Rance 
Fawbush. Teams of 3-4 adults and youth are 
suggested (younger team members are also warmly 
welcome). Drinks will be provided. Bring a snack to 
share. Prizes will be awarded!!! Look for a sign-up in 
the narthex—sign up as a team, or as individuals 
who need a team.  
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Prayers for those with health and safety concerns 
Elif Ogan, Jan Ellis, Caretta Van Ruler, Roger Sasse, 
Paula Ionescu, Audrey Alpers, Deborah O’Brien, 
Casey-Marie, Mike Ost, Bob Osborn, Andrew 
Halvorson, Doug Bauder, Yvonne Leber, Jan Coulter, 
Jeff Theis, Evelyn Niemeyer, Margrethe O'Connor, 
Helen Kane, Jacky Harner, and Caleb. 
 
Contact the church office for inclusion in this list of 
concerns and to be included in the Sunday prayers. 
 
A separate, confidential prayer chain is also 
available. Contact Susan Colston at 
skcolston@aol.com to join the prayer chain or make 
a request for prayer. 
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Today's Worship Leaders  
Altar care: Barb Unger, Susan Colston 
Bread & Wine: Haley Hatton 
 
8:30 a.m. Service 
Assisting Minister: Karlyn Grise 
Lectors: Elaine Moore, Carol Seaman  
Ushers: Gene & Gayl Laughman 
Greeters: Mike & Jaydene Laros 
Council Coordinator: Kari Esarey 
 
11 a.m. Service 
Assisting Minister: Lyman Hitchcock 
Lectors: Kent & Barb Unger 
Ushers: Craig & Kathy McDonald 
Greeters: Randy & Nancy Nye 
Council Coordinator: Randy Nye 
 
 

The altar flowers this week are given  
in gratitude for our Sunday School teachers  

for confirmation Deacon Allison Ward  
and Pastor Lecia Beck,  

and high school teachers Moriah Reichert,  
Pamela Smith, and Mary Thomason-Smith. 
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3800 East Third Street 
Bloomington, Indiana 47401 
Office Hours 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Phone: (812) 332-5252   
stlconline.org 
 
Partners in ministry with 
Lutheran Church of  
the Living Waters 
Cherokee, North Carolina 
 
Linked with 
Sister Parish 
Igelsia Santo Domingo  
de Guzman, Chichipate 
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,  
Izabal, Guatemala 
 
In covenant with 
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY  
AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian  
Campus Pastor 
lutheran@indiana.edu 
Phone: (812) 333-2474 
lcmiu.org 
 

Rev. Adrianne Meier  
Senior Pastor 

pastor@stlconline.org  
 

Rev. Lecia Beck  
Pastor of Youth and Christian Nurture 

christiannurture@stlconline.org 
 

Vicar Amy Bartleson Balcam 
Pastoral Intern 

intern@stlconline.org 
 

Erica Whichello  
Parish Administrator 

parishadmin@stlconline.org 
 

Matthew Benkert 
Director of Music and Organist 
directorofmusic@stlconline.org 

 
Kathryn Davidson 

Adult Choir Director 
choir@stlconline.org  

 
Melissa de Graaf  

Children's Choir Director 
 
 

 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU 

are Reconciling in Christ Ministries 
 

ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We are a Christ-centered community that lives,  
shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people! 

http://www.stlconline.org/
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