Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost

November 19, 2023



We hope you feel welcome here.

St. Thomas Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered
community that lives, shares, and celebrates God’s
grace with all people!

As disciples of Christ who value the faith, gifts, and
ministry of all God’s people, and who seek justice,
racial equity, and reconciliation, we welcome all
God’s children to an inclusive community. This
welcome is extended without exception and
regardless of sex, race, national origin, educational
background, sexual orientation, gender identity,
gender expression, physical and mental ability, age,
or economic condition.

We hope you can participate fully in worship.
Everything needed to participate in today’s worship
is found in this bulletin. The hymns are found in the
back third of the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship
(ELW) or purple All Creation Sings (ACS) located under
the seat in front of you. Worshipers are invited to
stand as you are able at the places marked * and to
respond when indicated with bold type. We gently
remind you to silence all electronic devices.



Our youngest worshipers and their parents may
appreciate the Prayer Pond in the sanctuary or
listening to the service from our unstaffed nursery.
Activity bags are available in the narthex and
children's bulletins are available from an usher.

Assisted hearing devices and complete-service,
large-print bulletins are available from an usher.
The blue chairs with arms are reserved for people
with mobility limitations. Ushers can remove chairs
to place a wheelchair.

We hope you know Holy Communion is for you.

At communion, everyone is welcome. This includes
doubters, young children, and folks who have
yearned for this feast. Come forward at the direction
of an usher and receive hand-torn bread or gluten-
free wafers and pink wine or red grape juice. If you
have mobility limitations, please take the closest
available place at the altar, or ask an usher for
Communion to be brought to you at your seat.



We hope you know our welcome extends beyond
our building.

Today's 8:30 a.m. service is livestreamed. By
attending this service, you are giving permission to
be in the video we produce.

We hope you know we pray for you.

We would love to pray for the concerns of your
heart during this service. Prayer request slips are
located on the table near the main doors; prayer
requests made before the service begins will be
included in the Prayers of the People.



+ GATHERING +

PRELUDE
Come, Ye Thankful People, Come Debbie Witt
written by George J. Lovey,
arranged by Lee Dengler

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who
looks upon us in compassion, forgives our sin,
and heals our lives.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.



P: Have mercy, O God,

C: against you, you alone, we have sinned. In
your compassion, cleanse us from our sin and
take away our guilt. Create in us a new heart and
give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but
fill us with your Holy Spirit and restore your joy
within us. Amen.

P: As tender as parent to child, so deep is God'’s
compassion for you. As high as heaven is above
earth, so vast is God’s love for you. As far as east
is from west, so far God removes your sin from
you, renewing your life through Jesus Christ.
Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and
love.

C: Blessed be God forever.

*ENTRANCE HYMN
On Jordan’s Stormy Banks | Stand



On Jordan’s Stormy Bank I Stand
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1 On Jor-dan’s storm-y bank I stand, and cast a wish - ful eye
2 All o’er those wide ex-tend-ed plains shines one e - ter - nal day;

3 No chill-ing winds or poi-s'nous breath can reach that health-ful shore;
4 When shall I reach that hap - py place and be for-ev - er blest?
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to Ca - naan’s fair and hap - py land, where my pos - ses-sions lie.
there God the Son for - ev - er reignsand scat-ters night a - way.
sick - ness and  sor-row, pain and death, are felt and feared no more.
When shall 1 see my Sav-ior's face and in God’s bos -om rest?
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Text: Samuel Stennett, 1727-1795
Music: PROMISED LAND, W. Walker, Soutlern Harmony, 1835; adapt. Rigdon M. Mclntosh, 1836-1899




*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love

of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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*HYMN OF PRAIS
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. Your hand is upon your people, O
God, to guide and protect them through the ages.
Keep in your service those you have called and
anointed, that the powers of this world may not
overwhelm us, but that, secure in your love, we
may carry out your will in the face of all adversity,
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

+WORD+
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE Pr. Lecia Beck

FIRST READING 1 Kings 11:26-39
Jeroboam son of Nebat, an Ephraimite of Zeredah,
a servant of Solomon, whose mother’'s name was
Zeruah, a widow, rebelled against the king. The
following was the reason he rebelled against the
king. Solomon built the Millo and closed up the
gap in the wall of the city of his father David. The
man Jeroboam was very able, and when Solomon
saw that the young man was industrious, he gave
him charge over all the forced labor of the house
of Joseph. About that time, when Jeroboam was
leaving Jerusalem, the prophet Ahijah the



Shilonite found him on the road. Ahijah had
clothed himself with a new garment. The two of
them were alone in the open country when Ahijah
laid hold of the new garment he was wearing and
tore it into twelve pieces. He then said to
Jeroboam, “Take for yourself ten pieces, for thus
says the Lorp, the God of Israel: See, | am about
to tear the kingdom from the hand of Solomon
and will give you ten tribes. One tribe will remain
his, for the sake of my servant David and for the
sake of Jerusalem, the city that | have chosen out
of all the tribes of Israel. This is because he has
forsaken me, worshiped Astarte the goddess of
the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of Moab, and
Milcom the god of the Ammonites, and has not
walked in my ways, doing what is right in my
sight and keeping my statutes and my ordinances,
as his father David did. Nevertheless, | will not
take the whole kingdom away from him but will
make him ruler all the days of his life, for the sake
of my servant David whom | chose and who did
keep my commandments and my statutes, but |
will take the kingdom away from his son and give
it to you—that is, the ten tribes. Yet to his son I will
give one tribe, so that my servant David may
always have a lamp before me in Jerusalem, the



city where | have chosen to put my name. I will
take you, and you shall reign over all that your
soul desires; you shall be king over Israel. If you
will listen to all that | command you, walk in my
ways, and do what is right in my sight by keeping
my statutes and my commandments, as David my
servant did, I will be with you and will build you
an enduring house, as I built for David, and | will
give Israel to you. For this reason I will punish the
descendants of David, but not forever.”

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.



PSALM 46
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1God is our ref- | uge and strength,
a very present | help in trouble.

°Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be
moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths |
of the sea;

*though its waters | rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble | with its
tumult.

“There is a river whose streams make glad the
cit-y of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.

>God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be
shaken;
God shall help it at the | break of day.

®The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth | melts away.

’The LORD of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.

8Come now, regard the works | of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought up- ! on the
earth;



“behold the one who makes war to cease in | all
the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,
and burns the | shields with fire.

10"Be still, then, and know that |l am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; | will be
exalted | in the earth."

T"The LORD of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.

SECOND READING Hebrews 12:18-24, 28-29
You have not come to something that can be
touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom,
and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a
voice whose words made the hearers beg that not
another word be spoken to them. (For they could
not endure the order that was given, “If even an
animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to
death.” Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that
Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) But you have
come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable
angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of
the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to
God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the
righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator



of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood
that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which
we may offer to God an acceptable worship with
reverence and awe, for indeed our God is a
consuming fire.

L: Word of God, word of life.

C: Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e -ter-nal life.



*HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 19:27-30

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the
nineteenth chapter.
C: Gloryto you, O Lord.

Peter said ... “Look, we have left everything and
followed you. What then will we have?” Jesus said
to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all
things, when the Son of Man is seated on the
throne of his glory, you who have followed me
will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses
or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife
or children or fields for my name’s sake will
receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal

life. But many who are first will be last, and the

last will be first.

P: The Gospel of Our Lord!
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pr. Adrianne Meier

*HYMN OF THE DAY
Canticle of the Turning



Canticle of the Turning
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God of my heart is  great, and my spir - it sings of the
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mem - ber who holds us fast: God’s mer - cy must de -
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won - drous things that you bring to the ones who  wait.

depths of the past to the
jus - tice tears ev - 'ty
liv - er us from the

end of the age to be.
ty - rant . .. from his throne.
con - quer-or’'s crush -ing  grasp.
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You fixed your sight on your ser - vant’s plight, and my
Your ver -y name  puts the proud to shame, and to
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Wipe a- way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat
Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Irish traditional

Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

turn.



*APOSTLES" CREED
A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our
Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and
life, as we pray for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.

A brief silence.

A: Gracious God, you give talents and gifts to all
your people, and you equip the church to serve.
Turn us from our indifference, fear, and self-
serving ways, that we use our talents to glorify
you and care for our neighbor. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

A: You have been our dwelling place from one
generation to another. Sustain the life of the
planet; protect farmlands and harvests. Direct all
people in wise stewardship of all the earth’s
resources. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



A: You call us to honesty and integrity. Instill
these values in the hearts of all nations and their
leaders. We pray especially for our nation’s
president, Joseph Biden; for our state’s governor,
Eric Holcomb; for our city’s mayor, John Hamilton;
and for all those who govern this city and county.
Help all leaders pursue peace, justice, well-being,
and equity for those they serve. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

A: You teach us to count our days that we may
gain a wise heart. Where there is strife and
warfare, help us bring peace. Where there is
sickness or sorrow, help us bring healing. Where
there is loneliness, help us reveal your love in
community. We remember before you Elif, Roger,
Paula, Deborah, Mike, Bob, Andrew, Doug,
Yvonne, Jacky, Keri, Annelize, Barbara, Kathy,
Benjamin, Steve, Brenda, Jim, Meridith and Ted.
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



A: We pray for the faith formation ministries of
our church. We give thanks for the teaching
ministry of our Pastors, Adrianne and Lecia, and
our Deacon, Allison. We give thanks for those
who serve as Sunday School teachers, Vacation
Bible School teachers, and members of the
Christian Education Committee. Give to all
children, youth, and adults who study your word
the breastplate of wisdom, faith, and love. Shape
us by your Spirit and show us how to encourage
one another. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Gracious God, you are faithful in all
generations. For the promise of life and rest and
for the witness of all those who have died in faith,
especially those who we remember in our hearts
before you, we praise your goodness. Hear us, O
God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: We offer our spoken prayers and those held in
our hearts trusting in your mercy; through Jesus
Christ our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



*SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share the peace with a wave, a bow, or maybe an
elbow, checking in with your neighbor for whatever
feels safe and conveys the spirit of peace and
reconciliation this ritual intends.

OFFERING
Please sign and pass the Together In Community
pads. Make note of the names of your neighbors so
you can introduce yourself after the service.

Pass the offering plate to your neighbor as it reaches

you, gifts may be placed in the offering plate or you

can give on our website, sticonline.org. St. Thomas

collects gifts to support our mission of sharing, living,

and celebrating God's grace with all

people. We support Lutheran Campus z..E' =

Ministries at IlU/Rose House and many '
. . . [=.

local, national, and international

ministry partners.



http://stlconline.org/

8:30 a.m. only
CHORAL ANTHEM My Eyes for Beauty Pine
Robert Bridges/Herbert Howells

11 a.m. only
CHILDREN'S CHOIR ANTHEM



*OFFERTORY HYMN
Lo He Comes With Clouds Descending verse 2 only
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lu - ia! Thou  shalt reign, and thou a - lone!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: HELMSLEY, Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799



*OFFERTORY PRAYER

A: Let us pray. God of all goodness, generations
have turned to you, gathered around your table,
and shared your abundant blessings. Number us
among them that, as we gather these gifts from
your abundance, and give thanks for your rich
blessings, we may feast upon your very self and
care for all that you have made, through Jesus
Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.

C: Amen.

+ MEAL +

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us

the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and

join their unending hymn:
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P: All praise to you, glorious God of grace.
Throughout the ages you have blessed us with
foremothers of the faith. With Sarah, we bless you
for your gift of life.

P: With Ruth, we praise you for family and food.
With Miriam, we celebrate our escape from the
foe. Remembering Deborah, we honor the words
of your prophets. Remembering the woman at the
well, we laud you for living water.

P: Remembering Junia, we thank you for those
who minister among your people. One with the
daughter of Jairus, we wake to life in you. With
Mary, we magnify your name: My soul proclaims
the greatness of the Lord,

C: my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

P: Remembering Martha and Mary, we join Jesus
at this meal. Living, he healed the bleeding
woman; dying, he cared for his mother; risen, he
sent Mary Magdalene in mission.



P: On the night before he died, he took bread,
and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

P: With Mary, again we magnify your name: My
soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
C: my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

P: Mighty God of mercy, as you heard the prayers
of Hannah, so now hear us. Send your Spirit on
this bread and wine, that sharing the body and
blood of Christ we become his body in the world.
Send your Spirit on this assembly, that like
Phoebe, we serve one another with zeal. Send
your Spirit on the church, that like Anna, we tell
others of your mercy. Send your Spirit into our
hearts, that like Dorcas, we care for the poor and
needy.



P: With Mary, once more we magnify your name:
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
C: my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

P: All praise to you, powerful God of peace. We
adore you, our God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
you who mother and feed and comfort us,
today, tomorrow, and forever.

C: Amen.



*LORD’S PRAYER

Speak this prayer in your preferred language. The pastor
will continue when all versions are complete. Spanish Is
provided on the next page.

C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



Padre nuestro que estas en el cielo,
santificado sea tu nombre.
Venga tu reino.
Hagase tu voluntad
en la tierra como en el cielo.
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia.
Perdona nuestras ofensas
como tambieén nosotros
perdonamos a los
que nos ofenden.
No nos dejes caer en tentacion
y libranos del mal.
Porque tuyo es el reino, tuyo es
el poder y tuya es la gloria,
ahora y siempre. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: There is a place for you at the banquet. Come
and feast at Jesus’ table.

We believe that God is our host and that all people are
welcome to this feast of grace, community, and
forgiveness. Come forward at the direction of an usher
and receive bread or gluten-free wafer and wine in a
common chalice or pink wine and red grape juice in
individual cups. If you wish to receive a blessing, cross
your arms over your chest.



AGNUS DEI
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

COMMUNION HYMN
My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less
Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand




My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
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I My hope is built on noth-ing less than Je-sus’ blood and righ-teous-ness;
2 When dark-ness veils his love-ly face, 1 rest on his wun - chang-ing grace;
3 His oath, his cov - ¢ - nant, his blood sus-tainme in the rag-ing flood;
4 When he shall come with trum-pet sound, oh, may I then in him be found,
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no mer-it of my own I claim,but whol - ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
in ev-'ry high and storm -y gale my an - chorholds with-in the veil.
when all sup-ports are washed a-way, he then is all my hope and stay.
clothed in his righ-teous-ness a-lone, re - deemed to stand be - fore the throne!
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On Christ, the sol - id rock, I stand; all oth - er ground is
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Text: Edward Mote, 17971874, alt.
Music: THE SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 18161868



Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand
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1 Oh, hap - py day when we shall stand a - mid the
2 Oh, bless - ed day when Christ shall come and show him -
3 Oh, what a  might - y rush - ing flood  of joy and
4 0O Lord, your grace is ev - ry - thing; your love has
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heav’'n-ly throng; and sing with hosts from ev - ry land the
self as Lord, and thou - sands meet 1in their new home which
love and peace will roll down o - ver us  with good and
made us free to stand a - mong the saints and sing the
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new ce - les - tial song, the new ce - les - tial  song.
Je - sus has pre - pared, which Je - sus has pre - pared.
bless-ed - ness and grace, and bless - ed - ness and  grace.
glo - 1y that we see, the glo - ry that we see.
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Text: Wilhelm A. Wezxels, 1797-1866; tr. composite

Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561

Text st. 1 © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress; text sts. 2—4 © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.




*EUCHARISTIC BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you
have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey,
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved
children, and give us glad and generous hearts as
we meet you on the way.
C: Amen.

+ SENDING +

*BENEDICTION
P: May the God of all creation, in whose image
we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service, give you reason to
rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God,

Sovereign, = Savior, and Spirit, be with you today
and always.
C: Amen.

*SENDING HYMN
Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones



Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones
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1 Ye watch - ers and ye ho - ly ones, bright
2 O high - er than the cher - u - bim, more
3 Re - spond, ye souls in end - less rest, ye
4 friends, in glad - ness let us sing, su -
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ser - aphs, cher - u - bim, and thrones, raise the glad strain:
glo -rious than the ser - a - phim, lead their prais - es:
pa - tri - archs and proph - ets blest: “Al - le - lu - 1a!
per - nal  an - thems ech - o - ing “Al - le - lu - 1a!
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“Al - le - lu - 1al” Cry out, do - min - ions, prince-doms,
“Al - 1le - lu - 1a!” Thou bear - er of thee - ter - nal
Al -le - Tu - 1al” Ye ho - ly twelve, ye  mar - tyrs
Al -le - lu - 1al” To God the Fa - ther, God the
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pow’Ts, arch - an - gels, wvir - tues, an - gel choirs:
Word, most gra - cious, mag - nm - fy the Lord:
strong, all saints tri - um - phant, raise the song:
Son, and God the Spir - it Three 1n One:
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Text: J. Athelstan Riley, 1858-1945

Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengeséiinge, Kdln, 1623
Outside USA: Text from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved.




*DISMISSAL
A: Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve
the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Now Thank We All Our God Cruger

L E 3

We depart in peace to continue our worship
in lives of witness to Christ's love
in work, play, service, and care for creation.

The Liturgy is reprinted from
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, setting 1.
copyright © 2006 by permission of
Augsburg Fortress, license #SBT005707.
Hymns reprinted by permission listed
within and under OneLicense #A-724450.

Today's readings are selected from
A Women's Lectionary for the Whole Church: Year A
by Wilda C. Gafney.

The texts for the scripture readings are from the
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition,
emendations are provided
by the pastoral staff of St. Thomas.



At A Glance: This Week at St. Thomas

Sunday November 19

8:30 a.m. Worship/Livestream Worship

9:45 a.m. Sunday School

9:45 a.m. Adult Forum

11 a.m. Worship

12:30 p.m.  Annual Congregational Meeting

Monday November 20

9:45 a.m. Worship at Bell Trace

1 p.m. Pastor’s Bible Study

7 p.m. Outreach Committee Meeting

Tuesday November 21

10 a.m. Property Committee Work Day

Thursday November 23

Office Closed

Friday November 24

Office Closed

Sunday November 26

Reign of Christ

8:30 a.m. Worship/Livestream Worship

9:45 a.m. Rehearsal for Children’s
Christmas Pageant

11 a.m. Worship



Announcements

Today we welcome Mary Thomason-Smith as our
guest organist.

Annual Budget Meeting Today

The Annual Budget Meeting of St. Thomas
Evangelical Lutheran Church will be held today
after the 11 a.m. worship service in person and on
Zoom. The agenda will include the 2024 Budget,
amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws, and
replacing the HVAC systems that service the
worship space. A copy of the updated Constitution
and Bylaws have been sent via email to members
and paper copies will be available in the church
office. An agenda, the proposed 2024 Budget, and
HVAC bids will be sent directly to members via
email and paper copies will be available in the
church office two weeks before the meeting. The
Zoom information for this meeting is as follows:
https://bit.ly/3JIP7D2



https://bit.ly/3JlP7D2

Advent Mini-Retreat

Kick off the season of Advent with a mini-retreat on
Sunday, December 3 from 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.
Community Hall will be full of activities to do here
and ideas to take home to help your Advent
observance. We will also be crafting Advent wreaths
- if you still have your wreath from last year, please
bring it to reuse and refresh the decorations. There
will also be a light breakfast and coffee to enjoy.
You can come for the whole hour or just part.
Because this is for all ages, children will enjoy this
more if they participate with an adult.

Advent Choir Concert and Reception Sign-Up

As we anticipate the Advent Season of waiting and
watching, we also anticipate the St. Thomas Choir
Concert on Sunday, December 10 at 4 p.m. The
theme of the concert is “Gloria in excelsis Deo.” The
congregation is invited to contribute time and/or
food items to the reception. A sign-up form is on the
Welcome Desk.



Rooted in Christ: An Epiphany Retreat

As a new year dawns, join us for a half-day retreat
to begin with presence and intention in your
relationships. Our retreat, Rooted in Christ, will grow
out of our Advent theme of hope and help us
sketch out "rule of life"--a tradition that dates back
to the Desert Fathers and Mothers of the third
century--that might ground our spiritual practices
and discipleship in the coming year. Adults and
teens can invite a friend or enjoy the morning
alone. We will gather in Heritage Hall on Saturday,
January 6, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.; a light breakfast and
snacks will be provided. Contact Erica in church
office if you need a ride, or fill out a pink ride
request ticket on the Welcome Desk.



Prayers for those with health and safety concerns
Elif Ogan, Roger Sasse, Paula lonescu, Deborah
O’Brien, Mike Ost, Bob Osborn, Andrew Halvorson,
Doug Bauder, Yvonne Leber, Jacky Harner, Keri
Smith, Barbara Peterson, Kathy Luttrell, Benjamin
Smith, Steve Caudill, Brenda Caudill, Jim Wallace,
Meridith Galstad and Ted Berlin.

Contact the church office for inclusion in this list of
concerns and to be included in the Sunday prayers.

A separate, confidential prayer chain is also
available. Contact Susan Colston at
skcolston@aol.com to join the prayer chain or make
a request for prayer.

The altar flowers this week are given by
Kris Stewart in memory of her husband Frank.



Today’s Worship Leaders

Altar Care: Ute Coyne, Susan Colston
Bread & Wine: Allison Ward

Coffee Crew: Kathleen Boggess, Kaye Hill
Prayer Writer: Dawn Bakken

8:30 a.m. Service

Assisting Minister: Kris Stewart

Lectors: Ashley Ahlbrand, Nancy Mathews
Ushers: Jim & Marti Doering

Communion Steward: Jaydene Laros
Greeters: Mike & Jaydene Laros

Council Coordinator: Ashley Ahlbrand

11 a.m. Service

Assisting Minister: Tim Smith
Lectors: Noah Smith, Melody Smith
Acolyte: Mary Rust

Ushers: Dean Arnold, Kaye Hill
Communion Steward: Marilyn Saum
Greeters: Tim & Jennifer Garl
Council Coordinator: Mike Witt



ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

3800 East Third Street
Bloomington, Indiana 47401
Office Hours 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Phone: (812) 332-5252
sticonline.org

Partners in ministry with
Lutheran Church of

the Living Waters
Cherokee, North Carolina

Linked with

Sister Parish

Iglesia Santo Domingo

de Guzman, Chichipate
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,
Izabal, Guatemala

In covenant with

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY
AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY

Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian
Campus Pastor
lutheran@indiana.edu

Phone: (812) 333-2474

Icmiu.org

Rev. Adrianne Meier
Senior Pastor
pastor@sticonline.org

Rev. Lecia Beck

Pastor of Youth and Christian Nurture

christiannurture@stlconline.org

Erica Whichello
Parish Administrator
parishadmin@stlconline.org

Matthew Benkert
Director of Music and Organist
directorofmusic@stlconline.org

Kathryn Davidson
Adult Choir Director
choir@stlconline.org

Melissa de Graaf
Children's Choir Director

St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU
are Reconciling in Christ Ministries

We are a Christ-centered community that lives,
shares and celebrates God's grace with all people!
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