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From the Senior Pastor 
When I took my basic college writing class, I was taught a 

simple thesis statement formula, “It seems to be about X, 

but is really about Y.” I liked it because, at the time, I 

thought I was going to major in math education (spoiler: I 

majored in English,) and it looked like an algebraic 

expression. I thought about that thesis formula a lot this 

summer: I thought this series was going to be about 

prophecy, but really it was about lament. I thought this 

would be about speaking truth to power, but it was really 

about speaking the truth of our broken-open hearts. 

 

I’m not really sure I wanted to spend the summer in 

lament. Summer is supposed to be sunny, fun, refreshing. 

Yet, lament seems a language that many of us need: we 

are lamenting the fact that we feel like we can’t talk to 

one another anymore. We’re lamenting the changes that 

we see in our country and our world. We’re lamenting our 

own realities. More than five years from the pandemic, 

many of us have only begun to name—to lament—what 

was lost, what was changed. 

 

It can seem in moments like this that we just need to pick 

ourselves up by our bootstraps, slap a smile on our faces, 

and “move on.” But, it is okay—healthy, even—to admit 

that one physically cannot pick one’s self up by the 

bootstraps, if you even have them to begin with. It is 

okay—healthy, even—to name the sadness and sorrow 

and suffering encountered in our lives.  

 

Walter Brueggemann says, “sadness over loss that is 

unvoiced, unembraced, and unacknowledged a) turns to 

What the Senior Pastor 
is Reading 

 
Everything is Tuberculosis: 

the History and 
persistence of our 

deadliest infection by John 
Green 

 
I confess I haven’t read 

any of John Green’s best-
selling fiction, but I have 

loved his non-fiction 

(especially for listening). 
Everything is Tuberculosis 

traces the history of the 
disease but, more 

importantly, exposes the 
global inequalities in 

health care. Tuberculosis 
treatment is easy to obtain 

and less expensive in 
countries that do not have 

the disease, and notably 
difficult to obtain and 

expensive in countries 
where it is prevalent. 

Green masterfully 

narratives what he 
witnessed in hospitals in 

Sierra Leone. You’ll want a 

tissue for the end. 

https://bookshop.org/p/books/everything-is-tuberculosis-signed-edition-the-history-and-persistence-of-our-deadliest-infection-john-green/21901967?ean=9780525556572&next=t
https://bookshop.org/p/books/everything-is-tuberculosis-signed-edition-the-history-and-persistence-of-our-deadliest-infection-john-green/21901967?ean=9780525556572&next=t
https://bookshop.org/p/books/everything-is-tuberculosis-signed-edition-the-history-and-persistence-of-our-deadliest-infection-john-green/21901967?ean=9780525556572&next=t
https://bookshop.org/p/books/everything-is-tuberculosis-signed-edition-the-history-and-persistence-of-our-deadliest-infection-john-green/21901967?ean=9780525556572&next=t
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violence and b) precludes movement toward new possibility.” It is easy to rush to doing, 

to rush toward whatever we think might make us feel better, to rush toward retribution 

and vengeance. Brueggemann also says, “Sadness unvoiced leads to a backward wish 

for recovery; as a result, no energy is left for the pursuit or practice of new social 

possibility that lies beyond our old comfort zones.” But if we do not take the time to 

name what we have lost, what is painful, what is fearful, we will never be in the place 

for the new thing God promises to do in our midst (see Isaiah 43:19). 

 

I had thought, Beloved, that I might write this as a how-to column—how-to write a 

lament—but the other thing about this summer that didn’t turn out to be about prophecy 

was how much of what we read set God up as the primary lament-er. We certainly ought 

to embrace—ought to incorporate—into our prayers the psalmists’ refrain: “How long, O 

Lord?” But we are also free to trust that God’s own heart breaks open along with ours.  

 

When I was in high school, an apartment building in my neighborhood was set on fire. 

The person who set the fire thought the building was unoccupied and he could use the 

fire as cover to rob a nearby convenience store. But there was a family in the upstairs 

apartment. It took a whole day to put the fire out, and, in the end, there was nothing 

left but ash. We hadn’t met the family before that, but my mom brought out just 

whatever she could from our house—cups of water, an old pair of glasses, socks and 

shoes. But mostly we just watched, our lament could take on no words. It wasn’t our 

home, but our hearts broke open just the same. The prophets tell us this is true for God. 

 

Admittedly, I was surprised this summer how much prophecy was lament. I guess I 

always thought of prophecy as “speaking truth to power,” but now I see that prophecy 

can also be speaking truth about power and powerlessness, speaking truth about the 

conditions of life on earth, speaking truth about God’s own broken-open heart. 

 

Lutheran theologian Marva Dawn notes that approaching God with our lament keeps God 

as “the subject and object of our worship.” When we embrace lament, “God’s presence 

assures us that we are heard, that something will change—both in ourselves and, 

through us, in our world.” Lament, perhaps ironically, is confident that things are not the 

way they should be. Lament open us to the grace of God that things may not always be 

as they are right now. Lament opens the possibility that a seed of hope might be planted 

within our broken-open hearts, that God’s new thing might grow within us. 

 

In peace, 

 

 
Pastor Adrianne 

 
One more thing—I am always happy to meet with you! You can schedule an 

appointment to meet with me here or by contacting the church office. 
  

https://bit.ly/48vvSTH
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
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From the Pastor of Youth and Christian Nurture  
When we gathered for Narcan training this summer, one of our instructors said that 

doing this training, discussing addiction, and having Narcan available were all ways we 
can say to our community that there is a place for everyone here—addictions and all, 

brokenness and all. These programs help us show others that you do not need to pull 

yourself together and pretty yourself up in order to be in this place.  
 

For many of us here, we may feel like we belong and can bring our whole selves to 
church, but there are many others who don’t. They may have been in a church and been 

told that there were parts they needed to leave aside to belong. They may have been in 
a church and had to leave to protect themselves from harm. They may never have been 

in a church and not sure they want to because of how they hear people use Jesus’ name. 
 

With our presenters Dr. Sarah Ragonese and Rev. Amy Bartleson-Balcam, we envisioned 
what it might be to create a trauma-informed congregation. In The Body Keeps the 

Score, Bessell Van Der Kolk wrote, “Trauma is not what happens to you, but what 
happens inside you as a result of what happens to you.” There are many adverse events 

that could cause a person to experience trauma, so it is impossible to list all of the 
possibilities, but trauma results in overwhelming an individual’s ability to cope, leading 

to an impairment in function. We don’t know who coming into this space may have 

experienced trauma, but the church at its best can be a place of comfort and healing. 
 

We learned five principles for creating a trauma-informed church: 
1. Safety (physical, emotional and spiritual) 

2. Trustworthiness and Transparency 
3. Peer Support 

4. Collaboration and Mutuality 
5. Empowerment, Voice and Choice 

6. Cultural, Historical and Gender Responsiveness 
In some ways, we are well on our way to creating a trauma-informed church. We 

prioritize our children’s safety through our Child Protection Policy and background checks 
on all volunteers. Our worship is predictable with clear directions for participation and 

minimal surprises. We encourage people to honor boundaries in how they share the 
peace. We lead collaboratively through the work of committees and church council. We 

seek to be transparent by sharing information (including financial) in our newsletter. 

 
As always, there are still ways in which we can grow. Not all of this can be done through 

policies or programs. In fact, at the center of being trauma-informed is prioritizing 
people and relationships over programs. The heart of this work comes from the people: 

sharing their hearts, being open and curious about others, creating spaces so that all 
people may be known, loved, and, ultimately, healed.  

 
Your partner in ministry, 

 
 

Pastor Lecia  
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From the Finance Committee 
We are grateful to those who have made additional gifts to support our congregation 

and its ministries. Please note that gifts offered for specific ministries or mission 

partners are held in our congregation’s restricted funds for their specified purpose and 

do not affect the general fund nor our congregation’s daily expenses.  
 

Financial status at the end of July (58.33% of the year): 

 

   Amount  Percent  2024 

Income  $295,565.88 62.73%  53.73% 
 

Expenses  $281,856.80 59.73%  57.83% 
 

Net Income       $13,709.08     -$18,885.40 

 

 

   

 

 

Celebrating Our Ministry 

 

The Wholeness Project Lunch and Learn Series 
St. Thomas welcomed Rev. Grace 

Pardun, Mr. Glenn Mason, Rev. Amy 

Bartleson-Balcam, and Dr. Sarah 

Ragonese, in addition to hosting QPR 

Suicide Prevention training led by Pr. 

Lecia. The presenters shared about 

addiction, recovery, trauma, and being 

a trauma-informed congregation. 

Participants were also trained in the use 

of Narcan, and St. Thomas now has 

Narcan in the building to assist anyone 

in need. Thank you to our presenters, 

participants, and everyone who brought 

in something to share for lunch. 

Click here to 

give to St. 

Thomas. 

https://stlconline.org/donate-to-st-thomas-ministries/
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Bloomington Pridefest  
Many thanks to our Bloomington 

Pridefest volunteers: Spencer 

Anspach, Ian Bensberg, Tuurn 

Gage, Sharon Fawbush, Johnathan 

Frank, Helen Kane, Nancy Nye, and 

Eliot Smith. Visit us at Spencer 

Pride Festival in downtown Spencer 

on Saturday, October 4.  

 

 

 

 

Caring for One Another 

 

Funeral Services for Elif Ogan 
Funeral Services for Elif Ogan, daughter of Chris and Pekin Ogan, who died on 

Wednesday, July 2, will be held at St. Thomas on Saturday, September 20 at 10 
a.m. Visitation begins at 9 a.m. The congregation will provide a luncheon after the 

service. If you wish to contribute to the meal, contact Kathleen Boggess or Jaydene 
Laros. 
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Upcoming Events  
 

B-Town French Fry Crawl for Young Professionals 
Who has the best french fries in town? Join other young professionals and graduate 

students for a French Fry Crawl on Tuesday September 9 to sample fries from some of 
our favorite spots along Kirkwood and Downtown. We’ll start our culinary quest at St. 

Thomas at 6:30 p.m. Please RSVP with Matt Marsh or Matt Meier to let us know to 
expect you! 

 
Come Together: News from the Outreach and  

Community Care Committee 
 
Please Wear Your Name Tag on Sundays! We have 

many new folks joining us for worship in August and 
September. Help them get to know us by picking up your 

name tag as you enter the building. 
 

Student Grab and Go Brown Bag Lunches begin 
Sunday, September 14 

We’re bringing back our lunch cart (every second Sunday of the month) for another 
year of showing our support for college students. Look for the sign-up on the 

Welcome Desk for details on the donations we need. And please sign up to host 
the cart one month—a few minutes of set-up and the chance to chat with students 

and welcome them to St. Thomas. 
 

St. Thomas Meet-up at IU Field Hockey, Friday, September 
19, 4 p.m.  You’re invited to join other St. Thomas folks to support 

IU’s field hockey team. We’ll meet up (no sign-up or ticket 

purchase necessary) at Deborah Tobias Field (1606 N. Fee Lane) to 
watch IU take on Iowa. 

 
St. Thomas at Spencer Pride, Saturday, 

October 4. Sign up on the Welcome Desk to 
host the St. Thomas table at this great community celebration 

around the downtown square in Spencer. If you enjoy meeting 
people and telling them about our congregation, sign up for a 

three-hour shift (a bit longer than the shifts at Bloomington Pride, 
but still under a shady tent in comfy chairs and with cooler 

temps). 
 

Save the Date: Pumpkin Decorating, Saturday, October 25, 7 p.m. We supply 
the pumpkins and art supplies, as well as the cider, donuts, and other goodies. You 

supply your imagination and your artistic skills and leave with a decorated pumpkin 

for Halloween. 

mailto:mgmstl@yahoo.com/
mailto:mmeier9@gmail.com/
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St. Thomas Piecemakers  
The St. Thomas Piecemakers are preparing to send our first set 

of finished quilts to Lutheran World Relief at the end of 
September. These quilts will be distributed to victims of disaster 

and war throughout the world as well as people struggling with 
poverty, famine, or disease. If you would like to help with 

creating quilt tops, cutting squares, tying knots to keep layers 

together, or binding, we’d love to have you join in at our next 
meeting on Saturday, September 13 at 10 a.m. in 

Community Hall.  

 
Packing Lunches for the Hungry Folks 
We will gather again on Saturday, September 27 at 10 a.m., to pack 110 lunches for 
the hungry folks who gather each Sunday for a free breakfast at First Christian Church. 

It usually takes just an hour with lots of hands and smiles. Children are always welcome 
to help. Come be a part of the blessing St. Thomas sends out into our community. Home 

baked cookies or bars are also needed. There will be a sign-up sheet on the Welcome 
Desk for attending the packing event and for bakers. For more information, contact 

Allison Ward.  

 
Pie with the Pastors 
Have you been worshiping at St. Thomas and 

wondering what the next step might be? If you’ve 
been curious about becoming a member—or just want 

to get to know the pastors and learn more about the 
life of the congregation—we’d love to invite you to Pie 

with the Pastors on Sunday, September 28 at 4 
p.m. in Community Hall. This is a relaxed and 

friendly gathering with actual pie and good 
conversation. Pastor Adrianne and Pastor Lecia will be 

there to share a bit about what membership at St. 
Thomas means and to hear your stories, questions, 

and hopes. Whether you’re ready to take that step or 
still exploring, you are already part of the life of St. 

Thomas just by being here. The ministries of this church are for everyone—but 
becoming a member is a way to help shape where we’re headed, together. New 

members will be received in worship on October 19. 

 
Celebrating Creation and Blessing Pets 
2025 marks the 800th anniversary of St. Francis’s composition of “Canticle of Creation,” 

which, in Evangelical Lutheran Worship, is hymn 835. The hymn celebrates all aspects of 
creation – creatures, planets, elements, even death. We’ll celebrate the hymn, and, with 

it, all of creation, at the end of September and the beginning of October. On Sunday, 
October 5 at the 11 a.m. service, well-behaved pets are welcome to worship with us 

and receive a blessing.  

mailto:allireward@gmail.com
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Worship and the Arts Concert Series: Bloomington Bach Cantata 

Project  

Members of the St. Thomas community are warmly invited to the sixteenth season's 

performances by the Bloomington Bach Cantata Project. They present cantatas by 
Johann Sebastian Bach in performances modeled on his own; each concert includes a 

performance, a short talk about the day's cantata, and a second performance in which 
everyone can hear new and different things. 

 
Performances take place on Sundays at 2:30 p.m. Please join us; this season's dates 

are below. 

• September 14, “O Ewigkeit, du Donnerwort” BWV 60. Gabriel Fanelli, director. 
• October 12, “Meine Seel erhebt den Herren” BWV 10. Miranda Zirnbauer, director.  

• November 9, “Was Gott tut, das ist wohlgetan” BWV 100. Luke Conklin, director.  
• January 18, “Am Abend aber desselbigen Sabbats” BWV 42. Dana Marsh, director.  

• February 8, “Christen, ätzet diesen Tag” BWV 63. Daniel R. Melamed, director.  
• March 15, “Ich habe meine Zuversicht” BWV 188. Anastasia Chin, director.  

•  

 
 

Save the Date! Advent Fundraiser for Sister Parish 
What: St. Thomas Sister Parish Advent Fundraiser  
When: Sunday, December 14, before & after services   

Where: St. Thomas Lutheran Church, Narthex  
  

Featuring local craft items from Chichipate, Jim Halvorson’s Pottery, Kent Unger’s 
Wooden Crosses, and other donated handcraft items from our congregation’s 

members & friends.   
 

That’s where we need you! What is your passion? Can you knit, crochet, weave, sew, 

embroider, hook rugs, bake, make holiday candy, make candles, wreathes, ornaments, 
holiday cards, take photographs, do calligraphy, paint, work with metal or wood? Now is 

the time to START projects! 
 

Come for the last-minute gifts, stay for the Children’s Christmas Program!  
Questions: Contact Carol Seaman or Suzanne Halvorson.  

  

mailto:carol.m.seaman@gmail.com
mailto:weavesuz@comcast.net
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Christian Nurture  

Sunday School 
Continue to grow in faith! Sunday morning faith formation will 
begin for all ages on Sunday, September 7 from 9:45 a.m. to 

10:45 a.m. School-aged students must have a completed 
student information form. These forms must be updated each 

year so we have current information and permission. If you are 

interested in volunteering with children’s Sunday School on a 
regular or occasional basis, please contact Pastor Lecia or 

Sunday School coordinator, Leah Iversen. 
 

Young Children: From birth through pre-school, children are invited to bring a parent 
to the nursery for play time between services with a story and activities from 10:00-

10:15. 
 

Elementary: Students in kindergarten through fourth grades explore Bible stories 
following our lectionary used in worship using Spark: Activate Faith. 

 
Pre-confirmation/Confirmation: Fifth through eighth grade students will dig deep into 

the biblical story using Echo the Story as they begin to ask Luther’s question “What 
does this mean?” 

 

High School & Adults: Learners can come every week or drop in at any time as we 
explore various topics through the year, including the Bible, ELCA social statements, 

faith in life and work with our mission partners. Watch the bulletin or newsletter for 
upcoming class topics. We’ll kick off the year with Climate Ambassador Training. 

 

Prayer at Noon on Zoom  
It can be hard to find time to pray, especially when there is so much to worry about—so 

much to pray for. You are invited to a calm, quiet moment in the middle of the week to 
share requests and pray together—we gather for about 20 minutes. Our next gathering 

will be Wednesday, September 3 at 12 p.m. on Zoom.  

 
Word in the Woods 
Encounter God in creation and in each other. Join in on 
Wednesday, September 10 and Wednesday, 

October 8 for a worshipful hike at the Griffy Lake 
Nature Preserve. The hiking trail is approximately 1.7 

miles and begins with a steep hill, though we take it at a 
relaxed pace. Throughout our hike, we will stop 

periodically to contemplate scripture and share prayer 
requests. The hike closes with Holy Communion. We 

will begin at the east end of the boathouse parking lot at 6 p.m. Please let Pastor 

Lecia know if you plan to join in! 

https://forms.gle/tZuQq3E9SEWSq1ZL9
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
mailto:leahbethsinn@hotmail.com
https://bit.ly/3jVA3k0
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
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Save the Date! Elementary and Middle School Family Picnic 
Walk or drive over to the Iversen's after church on Sunday, September 14 for a 

potluck picnic and weather permitting, cookout. More info to come! 

 
High School Youth 
Connect with each other and caring adults over coffee. On Sunday, September 7, high 

school students are invited to get coffee at Verona Coffee House (3105 S Sare Rd.). You 
can meet the group at STLC at 9:45 a.m. or join us at Verona. Please make sure you 

have a completed Student Information Form for this school year. We will meet for coffee 
again on October 12 and November 16. After worship on Sunday, September 28, 

all high school students are invited to join Pastor Lecia for a make-your-own grilled 
cheese lunch and time for conversation. We will meet approximately 12:30 p.m. to 2 

p.m. Please let Pastor Lecia know if you plan to attend either event. 

 

5th-8th Grade Youth 
After worship on Sunday, Sunday, October 5, all 5th-8th grade students are invited to 

join Pastor Lecia for lunch, games and conversation. We will meet approximately 12:30 
p.m. to 2 p.m. Please let Pastor Lecia know if you plan to attend. 

 
Worship at Redbud Hills & Bell Trace  
St. Thomas members and friends at Redbud Hills are invited to join us in the chapel for 

worship on Monday, September 8 at 10:15 a.m. Members and friends at Bell Trace 

are invited to join us in the Chapel for worship on Monday, September 15 at 9:45 

a.m.  

 

Pastor’s Bible Study 
Join the pastors for Bible Study on the upcoming Sunday readings on Monday afternoons 

at 1 p.m. in the Conference Room. There is no need to prepare ahead. We read the 
text together and explore what interests us and what it means for us today. Questions 

encouraged!  
• September 1 (no Bible Study): Isaiah 40:6-11; Psalm 43:1-5; 2 Thessalonians 

2:13-17; John 11:1-6, 17-27 
• September 8: Numbers 21:4b-9; Psalm 98:1-4; 1 Corinthians 1:18-24; John 

3:13-17 

• September 15: Amos 8:4-7; Psalm 113; 1 Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13 
• September 22: Amos 6:1a, 4-7; Psalm 146; 1 Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31 

• September 29: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4; Psalm 37:1-9; 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 
17:5-10 

• October 6: 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c; Psalm 111; 2 Timothy 2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19 

 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfdDtwLWMhffjwGo6I6YsHgTe-QFirfoVGM4sAlMDbcYQYwqw/viewform?usp=header
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
mailto:pastorleciabeck@gmail.com
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Ministry Opportunities for Getting 

Involved 
 

Property Committee Work Days – new dates and times! 
The Property Committee sends thanks to outgoing chair 

Sam Eichmiller for his long-standing leadership and 
stewardship. The Committee is now co-chaired by Jim 

Ward and Ian Bensberg. The Committee is working on 

ways to make participating in our twice-monthly 
work days more accessible and approachable. As part of 

that effort, the work days will now be held on the 
second and fourth Saturdays of every month 

between 10 a.m. and 12 p.m. Please contact Jim or Ian 
if you'd like to participate or have any questions, 

comments, or suggestions. 

 
F4RE Book Read at St. Thomas: Cracking the Healer’s Code 
Ellen Mills will be leading a book group for St. Thomas and others by Zoom on Cracking 
the Healer’s Code: a Prescription for healing racism and finding wholeness on selected 

Wednesday evenings from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The schedule is below. The first two 
sessions cover the first half of the book, “A Deeper Understanding.” This sets the topic 

within history, history you may or may not be familiar with. The remaining 4 sessions 
are about awakening, grieving, healing, and taking action. The chapters are shorter and 

invite self-reflection on how we are and have been affected by internalized racial 

conditioning. 
• September 10  

• September 24 
• October 8  

• October 22 
• November 5 

• December 3 
If you are interested, please email Ellen. 

 
Save Those Coats! 
Are you shuffling through your winter clothes and doing a purge? 

Save those coats! St. Thomas will participate with Trinity Episcopal in 
a Coat Drive in October.  

 

  

mailto:jimwardaero@gmail.com
mailto:ian.bensberg@gmail.com
mailto:ellenamills@gmail.com


12 
 

Altar Flowers  
Flowers bring the beauty of creation to our worship. To reserve an 

arrangement, contact the church office via email or sign the sheet 
on the bulletin board by the coat room by Wednesday each 

week. The Flower Guild makes the arrangements, and you may take 

the flowers home after the second worship service and then return 
the vase later. Each arrangement costs $20, with “flowers” in the 

check memo line. 

 

 

Prayer Chain  
The Swiss theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar once said, “the most we can do through 
genuine prayer, is to make as much room as possible, in ourselves and in the world, for 

the kingdom of God, so that its energies can go to work.” We invite you to be part of a 
little group making room in the world for God to work in people’s lives. When prayer 

requests come, we receive an email and pause to pray. Occasionally we receive an 
update about those we hold in prayer. If you are interested in joining us, email Susan 

Colston.  
 

Prayer Requests 
Martin Luther said, “Pray, and let God worry.” When something worries you, 

others can carry you along in prayer. Send requests for prayer to Susan 

Colston via email.  

 

  

mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
mailto:skcolston@aol.com
mailto:skcolston@aol.com
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Lutheran Campus Ministry at IU  
Introducing Bible Study & Brunch hosted by Rose House LuMin. 
Beginning in September and running through the school year (except 

for winter break in January), on the first Thursday of each month 
at 10 a.m. students and community members are all invited to join 

us for a light meal and conversation about the Bible. Most sessions 
will begin with a brief video from the Bible Project then lead into 

selected readings followed by conversation about those texts. Doors 
will be open by 9:45 a.m. Parking around Rose House (314 S Rose 

Ave) is limited so carpooling is encouraged. All levels of Bible curiosity are welcome. If 

you have any additional questions, please feel free to reach out to Pastor Amanda at 
lutheran@iu.edu.  

 
Bible Study & Brunch Schedule 2025/2026 School Year 

• Thursday, September 4: Pancakes & Psalms 
• Thursday, October 2: Egg Bake & Ecclesiastes 

• Thursday, November 6: Muffins & Mark 
• Thursday, December 4: Loaded Waffles & Luke 

• January: No Bible Study & Brunch due to Winter Break  
• Thursday, February 5: French Toast & Esther 

• Thursday, March 5: Breakfast Sandwiches & Song of Solomon 
• Thursday, April 2: Homemade Bread & Hosea 

• Thursday, May 7: Pancakes & Phillipians  

Thank you to everyone who helped make our open house/dedication/cook out a success. 

The various church members who helped get the space prepped, collected snacks for our 
students, and participated really make us feel positive about the year ahead for campus 

ministry. We really appreciate your continued prayers and support.  
 

Pr. Amanda Ghaffarian (She/Her) 

Rose House LuMin Campus Minister 

  

mailto:lutheran@iu.edu
mailto:lutheran@iu.edu
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Community News 

Beacon Center Groundbreaking 
Thanks to your amazing support, we are ready to begin 
building the new Beacon Center! You are invited to 

celebrate with us as we break ground on Tuesday, 
September 23rd from 3-4PM at 1201 W 3rd St. Join 

us for a short ceremony, refreshments, and remarks 

from Forrest Gilmore as well as other local leaders. We 
could not have come this far without your belief in 

Beacon Center's potential to transform services for people experiencing homelessness in 
our community - we hope you will celebrate with us! To learn more about Beacon 

Center, click HERE. 

 

Faith in Place’s Annual Environment & Spirituality Summit Keynote 
to Livestream  
Please join members of Earth Care Bloomington to a live-streamed talk by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer, renowned native American botanist, educator, and author of Braiding 

Sweetgrass, who will discuss her latest book The Serviceberry: Abundance and 
Reciprocity in the Natural World. This is the keynote address for Faith in Place’s Annual 

Environment & Spirituality Summit (AES).  
Tuesday September 30, 7 p.m.* to 9 p.m. 

Unitarian Universalist Church, 2120 N. Fee Lane, Bloomington 
Fellowship Hall, off the courtyard  

 *6 p.m. to join our Vegetarian Potluck! 
7:15 p.m.: Welcome and sign in for keynote address 

7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.: Livestream talk with Q&A at 8:30 p.m. 

Dr. Kimmerer will guide us toward a future where gratitude shapes our relationship with 

each other and the living world. She will invite us into a deeper contemplation of the 

reciprocal support and strength shared between humans and the natural world. Our faith 
teaches us to care for those in need. What can we learn from the natural world, 

indigenous societies, and a world view based on abundance and interdependence? 
 

To attend the potluck at 6 p.m., please email here. 
To attend the keynote address, please register with Faith in Place here. 

 
To attend all four AES sessions on September 29 & 30 register here.  

 
  

https://click-1271736.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=33641397&msgid=281695&act=F16A&c=1271736&pid=1403026&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fbeaconinc.org%2Fbeacon-center%2F&cf=5776&v=8b7bd4a577f02ef6cc5f697387ef659f711efea1c86f5a036d54d3c96ad397fa
https://aes-summit.org/2025-speakers#robin
https://aes-summit.org/2025-speakers#robin
https://www.faithinplace.org/
https://www.faithinplace.org/
mailto:contact@earthcareindiana.org
https://aes-summit.org/register-2025
http://aes-summit.org/
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2025 Fall Book Read – Cracking the Healer’s Code by Milagros 
Phillips  
During their March meeting, the Bloomington Multi-Faith Alliance (BMA) chose Racial 

Justice as a priority focus area for the year ahead. As a concrete way to live this out, the 
BMA Faith for Racial Equity (BMA-F4RE) group is inviting faith communities and others in 

the Bloomington area to join with open minds and open hearts in a shared read of the 
book “Cracking the Healer’s Code – A Prescription for Healing Racism & Finding 

Wholeness” by Milagros Phillips.   
 

In addition to the book read, there will be community events with the author from 3 
p.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday September 7, 2025 and Sunday January 18, 

2026. Community members will come together at the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Bloomington for these events, and the author will join remotely. 

 

BMA-F4RE chose this book because of its emphasis on healing and wholeness. Based on 
her decades of experience creating safe spaces for engaging in difficult conversations, 

Ms. Phillips gives historical context for our present racial conditioning and takes us 
through the stages of healing, which require awareness, connection, and action. 

 
Through a combination of individual reading, end-of-chapter questions to consider, and 

shared discussions, BMA-F4RE members who previewed the book found insights, hope, 
and concrete actions we can do today to change our collective tomorrow. 

 
As restrictions are placed on publicly funded entities, it is more critical than ever that 

faith communities stay engaged with the work of racial justice learning and 
transformation. Please join us in this effort.  

  



16 
 

 



17 
 

 

  



18 
 

 

https://stlconline.org/about/news/
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We are a Christ-centered community that lives,  

shares and celebrates God’s grace with all people! 

3800 East Third Street 
Bloomington, Indiana 47401 
Office Hours 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Phone: (812) 332-5252   
stlconline.org 
 

Partners in ministry with 
Lutheran Church of  
the Living Waters 
Cherokee, North Carolina 
 
Linked with 
Sister Parish 
Iglesia Santo Domingo  
de Guzman, Chichipate 
Parish of San Pedro, El Estor,  
Izabal, Guatemala 
 
In covenant with 
Lutheran Campus Ministry  
at Indiana University 
Rev. Amanda Ghaffarian  
Campus Pastor 
lutheran@iu.edu 
Phone: (812) 333-2474 
lcmiu.org 
 

Rev. Adrianne Meier  
Senior Pastor 

pastor@stlconline.org  

 
Rev. Lecia Beck  

Pastor of Youth  

and Christian Nurture 
christiannurture@stlconline.org 

 

Erica Whichello  
Parish Administrator 

parishadmin@stlconline.org 

 
Matthew Benkert 

Director of Music and Organist 
directorofmusic@stlconline.org 

 

Ben Wegner 
Adult Choir Director 

choir@stlconline.org  

 
Melissa de Graaf  

Children's Choir Director 
 
 

ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 

St. Thomas Lutheran Church and LCM-IU 
are Reconciling in Christ Ministries 

 

http://www.stlconline.org/
mailto:pastor@stlconline.org
mailto:christiannurture@stlconline.org
mailto:parishadmin@stlconline.org
mailto:directorofmusic@stlconline.org
mailto:choir@stlconline.org

